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Description  of  the  Frontispirce. 

The  Frontispiece^  which  is  illustrative  of  the  Intro- 
duction to  our  present  Volume^  presents  to  our  view 
the  Sacred  AUar,  upon  which  are  seen  the  Holy  Bible 
and  Sacramental  Cup  ;  it  is  surmounted  by  the  Cfross, 
and  supported  on  each  side  by  figures  of  Religion  and 
Faith.  Religion  is  pointing  upwards  to  an  etpotheo- 
sis  of  King  David  playing  upon  the  Harp — the  bright- 
est example  of  religious  poetic  inspiration, — and  ("as  a 
type  of  Christ)  He  is  surrounded  by  a  circle  of  Cher 
rubhnsy  and  is  irradiated  by  beams  of  glory  descending 
from  a  celestial  Crown. 
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Notice  qf  Tim*8  Telescope  for  1824. 

[From  the  Literary  Olio, Ko.  18,  pobltshed  at  Dvndee.] 

'  At  this  season,  to  lay  before  our  readers  a  review  of  an  annual 
work,  published  about  the  commencement  of  the  New  Year,  may  be 
thought  like  presenting  them  with  a  Chrigtmas  Rifte,  «r  a  Twelfth 
Cake  at  Af icZnumner ;  yet,  such  as  had  heyer  seen  the  one  nor  tasted 
the  other,  although  our  gift  should  seem  out  of  season,  might  thank 
us  for  having  afforded  them  a  new  pleasure.  We  therefore  direct 
their  attention  to  a  publication,  which,  to  many  of  them,  may  be  as 
much  a  novelty,  as  till  lately  it  was  to  ourselves  ;  and  this  we  do 
with  theipnsater  confidenoe,  from  the  consciousness  of  not  only  put- 
ting thfem  in  possession  of  a' new  enjoyment,  but  one  that  is  in  sea- 
son all  the  year  rouad. 

'Timers  Telescope  for  1824  is  an  annual  publication,  the  first  vo- 
lume of  which  appeared  in  1814 :  and  whoever  first  formed  the  j^n  of 
the  work^  we  c^stder  H  a  most  *  felicitous  conception ;'  for  we  do  not 
recollect  a  volione  in  the  English  language,  of  equal  size,  comprising 
so  ttuch  entertainment  and  instmetion,  or  in  which  they  are  so  de- 
lightfully a«d  systematically  blended.  We  have  seen  several  vij- 
iumes  of  mis  wosk ;  and  de  netliesitete  to  say,  that /rem  tfce  chM^ 
who  can  read  and  reliih  a  fairy  tale,  to  the  grepheard,  who  Juup/uted 
^  prand  eftiiMotaric,  «vefiy  mtonmeitate  offe  wiUJbud  hoth  ammcment 
and  i^ffrmat^in. 

*  ]&4»ving  this  vainable  publication  iat  less  knewn  in  this  qfuarter 
than  h  deserves,  we  shall  endeavour  to  lay  before  our  readers  an 
Otttilfte  of.  the  plan  |  «t  tbe  wamt  time  ebaerving,  that  our  mea^te 
sketch  will  afford  a  very  imperfeet  idea  of  the  work,  as  will  be  found 
on  perusal;  as>e  w1k>  eontenqdatcts  a  skeleton,  may  judge  of  iu 
symmetry  and  perfections,  but  can  form  no  adequate  conception  of 
its  appearance,  when  animated,  m  the  w%DiMr  of  healtb  and  glow  of 
youthfnl  beanty. 

*  Time's  Telescope^ibieAy  consists  of  aCalendar,  ammgedaceo*d- 
2ng  tQ  the  order  of  the  months,  each  of  which  is  divided  into  three  de- 
partments. The-  Calendar  b^ns,  by  explaining  the  origin  of  the 
name,  and  the  emblems  by  which  the  month  is  represented ;  then  the 
first  department  commences,  under  the  title  of 

'rbmabkablb  days.  , 

*  This  comprehends  not  only  all  the  Festivals  and  Holidays  of  the 
different  Christian  churches,  but  also  the  fabled  legends  of  saints,  su- 
perstitions, and  traditionary  and  remarkable  customs  of  our  ances- 
tors. The  celebration  of  the  numerous  Festivals  in  the  Romish  church 
is  detailed,  sometimes  at  great  length,  by  CKtracts  from  Authors  and 
Travellers  of  respectability,  in  different  countries.  Many  antient 
and  now  nearly  obsolete  customs  are  explained  and  pourtrayed. 
This  department  of  the  Calendar  proceeding  by  the  days  of  the  month, 
also  contains  a  memoir  of  such  celebrated  characters  as  have  died 
in  the  preceding  year,  including  such,  in  all  a^pes,  as  may  have  been 
celebrated  or  eccentric;  also  occasional  notices  of  living  authors, 
with  curious  selections  of  remarkable  events,  which  have  occurred 
in  past  and  present  times :  hence  this  department  may  be  consider- 
ed as  an  epitome  of  Hiitory,  Antiquitie$y  and  Biography. 
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'  The  second  division  of  the  month  is  titled 

'  ASTBOHOMICAL    OCCURREMCES. 

*  These  are  arranged  under  the  following  heads :  Obliquity  of  the 
Ecliptic-^ Solar  Phenomena,  with  Tables  for  the  Equation  of  Time^- 
Lunar  Phenomena,  noting  the  time  of  the  Moon's  phases  and  passage 
over  the  Meridian—- Phenomena  Planetamm,  comprising  the  phases 
of  Venns — ^Eclipses  of  Jupiter's  Satellites — €k>njunction  of  the  Moon 
with  the  Planets  and  Stars ;  with  many  useful  Astronomical  Ta- 
bles j  generally  concluding  with  some  pious  and  philosophical  re- 
flections. . 

*The  third  and  last  division  of  the  Calendar  is  designated 
'the  hatokalist's  diary. 

*  This  is  indeed  a  wilderness  of  sweets,  in  which  we  delight  to  lin- 
ger, every  sense  regaled  but  still  unsated.  -  We  gaze  on  the  gay  par- 
terre, saunter  across  the  flowery  plain,  or  climb  the  shrub-clad 
<^>^£»£ry  steep.  We  recline  in  the  embowering  shade,  listening  to 
every  songster  of  th«  wood,  admiring  the  beauty  and  inhaling  the 
fragrance  of  Nature's  variegated  sweets  blooming  around  us ;  we 
sink  with  delicious  languor  on  the  new-made  hay  $  and  look  with 
delight  on  the  varieties  of  rural  labour.  We  pick  hop$  in  Kent ;  cull 
applee^  mmd  make  eider ^  tn  DevonsAtre,*  or  gather  grapee  en  the 
vtne-dad  kHU  in  the  eeuth  of  France.  We  harpoon  whaiee  in  the 
Arctic  seat}  and  haul  the  herring  nettf  on  the  coaste  of  Britain., 
All  this  may  betaken  for  hyperbole,  or  poetical  embellishment,  but 
is  nevertheless  literally  true ;  for  all  this,  and  much  more,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Naturalist's  Diary.  There  we  find  a  description  of  the 
soil  and  season  of  trees,  shrubs,  plants,  and  flowers,  found  in  Britain, 
indigenous  or  exotic ;  not  only  .from  the  cedar  of  Lebanon,  to  the 
hyssop,  on  the  wall,  but  to  the  lichen  on  the  rock,  and  the  delicate 
moss,  whose  vegetation  is  too  minute  for  the  human  eye.  There  the 
haunts  and  habits  of  the  winged  fowl,  wild  and  domestic,  are  de- 
scribed, from  the  eagle  on  Bennevis,  to  the  humming  bird  in  the  fo- 
rests of  the  New  World  ;  when  they  begin  to  hatch  and  cease  to  sing; 
with  particulars  of  the  emigratory  tribes.  Time's  Telescope  may 
also  be  termed  a  Microeeope  ;  for  it  exhibits  to  us,  in  new  beauties, 
the  various  and  wonderful  metamorphoses  of  the  gaudy  butterfly  ; 
shows  the  gay  ephemeron,  whose  age  of  happiness  is  limited  to  sport- 
ing for  a  few  hours  in  the  beams  of  one  diurnal  sun ;  and  there  we 
have  displayed  the  innumerable  host  of  animalcula  that  mock  the 
keenest  eye,  till  assisted  by  the  solar  microscope.  We  do  not  say  that 
all  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  volume  before  us  ;  but  all  that  we  have 
mentioned,  we  have  perused  with  delight,  in  this,  and  those  of  pre- 
ceding years.  The  Naturalist's  Diary  exhibits  on  every  page  a  lu- 
cid and  pleasing  picture  of  the  grand  operations  of  Nature,  parti- 
cularly in  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms  ;  with  the  ordinary 
and  uncommon  phenomena  which  she  sets  before  us,  all  displayed 
in  that  elegant  simplicity  and  loveliness  which  gives  a  graphic  reality 
to  the  painting,  and  irresistibly  fixes  the  attention ;  the  whole  being 
embellished  and  enriched  with  almost  innumerable  quotations,  most 
appropriately  selected,  from  antient  and  modem  poets,  didactic, 
descriptive,  or  pathetic,  according  to  the  subject,  including  many 
fugitive  gems  of  exquisite  beauty.     It  ought  also  to  be  mentioned, 
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that,  io  this  departmeiit«  every  -pfanit  andwiknal  if  dlitttoguished 
both  by  its  common  BngUtfaand  alto  its ^deatific  name,  by  which 
the  Teadcar  is  amused  aad  tnfonned  at  the  same  mmneat. 

*  Such  are  the  three  departments  of  ev«ry  month ;  Imt  tiiere  are 
other^  and  by  no  means  triti«l  aocorapattinwnts  i  eereiy -  volnme  that 
we  have  seen,  iaolndes  anJiilr«diieHon,aentatnin9a  ceaoise,  bat  rich 
and  luminpus  system  of  some  bcnneb  aSNatmrml  flMoty;  also  many 
curious  and  useful  tUustrations  in  the  Beieneeof  Afttffottomy,  exclu- 
sive of  those  notieed  in  .the  Calendar.  The  Introduction  to  the  to- 
lume  for  the  present  year  is,  Oveltnet  of  HiU&rieal  and  Pkytieml 
Oeograj^y  wtmgtmg  ^f  ISB  ^090,  h^  Dr.  Blfymf^:  it  is  compre- 
hensive, perspicuous,  and  pleasantly  written ;  containing  many 
CftCtSi  and  much  sdenttfie  information,  nnknowato  youth ;  and  much 
which  may  not  luive  come  under  tbe  notice  or  hare  e«caped  firoai 
the  meoftory  of  mature  age :  it  contains,  also,  Astronomioal  Refec- 
tions on  the  Starry  Hearens,  continued  from  last  year.  Ercpry  vo- 
luxnehasnbeaatiAd/ronN^teeeyiUuatrative  of  the  sabjeet  treated 
of  in  the  Int»odnction :  tiiat  before  us,  is  ornamented  with  a  fine  me- 
daUion  head  of  Capt.  Parry,  surrounded  witii  appropriate  emblems  ; 
and  a  .Tignette*  representing  the  Hecla  and  Oriper  tn  the  frozen 
regions.  It  eontahss  also  an  introductory  poem,  oallad  <*  Viowvrs;*' 
consisting  of  nineteen  Spenserian  stanzas,  written  eocpfeesly  for  the 
publication  by  Bernard  Barton,  the  eelebrated  Quaker  Poet. 

*  Such  i»  the  general  oatline  of  the  rolnme  of  Time's  Telescope  now 
on  our  table;  and  we  rely  with. oonAdence,  that  endi readers  as  are 
alreadjr  acquainted  with  the  work,  will  not  only  exoose,  bit^ approve 
of  the  niiauteneBS  we  have  exercised,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  a 
storehouse  of  pleasant  and  tnnoceut  entertainment,  interspersed  with 
much  nseful  infonnatian,  to  the  view  of  those  who  may  yet  be  igno- 
rant of  its  existenoe. 

'  We  bAve  already  pronounced  the  planx>f  the  work  <<  a  felicitous 
conci^ption ;"  but  as  it  is  much  easier  to  plan  thisn  to  execute,  we 
must  do  the  Editor  the  justice  to  say,  that  he  deserves  unqualified 
praisct  for  indnstrious  research  and  j  udidous  selection.  The  nume- 
rous poetical  flowers,  with  whieh  it  is  both  ornamented  and  enrich- 
ed, evince  thepnrity  of  hb  literary  and  moral  taste.  Like  tbe  bee, 
he  has  xofved  abroad  and  at  home,  collecting  his  treasures  ili-om  the 
rich  hlosMMzs  in  the  cultivated  garden,  and  the  wild  flowers  in  the 
pathless  desert;  always,  with  becoming  candour  and  modesty,  ac- 
knowledging the  field  from  whence  he  culled  his  sweeU;  by  which, 
thoae  who  Are  pleased  with  his  banquet,  know  the  sources  from  which 
he  catered.  He  deserves  still  higher  praite,  for  the  pure  and  exalttfd 
strain  of  rational  piety  which  pervades  the  work;  the  sublime  no- 
tions of  tbe  Oreat  First  Cause,  which  are  every  vfhere  inculcated  ; 
and  thfoughout  the  whole  an  obvious  tendency  to  render  the  wis- 
dom and  goodness  of  the  Deity  conspicuous,  tn  his  worke  of  creation 
and  protldence.  , 

<  To  dtseorate  ihe  path  which  leads  to  the  Temple  of  Knowledge 
with  evergt«mi  shrubs,  and  amaranthine  flowers,  tff  endless  variety, 
and  of  i^eaemgrfcagrance,  whieh  stimulate  the  senses  to  still  farther 
exertion, ^retwithont  one  blossom  of  a  noxious  quality,  ie  so  highly 
lau4abl«,  thathe  who  can  accomplish  this,  to  use  a  phrase  which  was 
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«n«c  pn>siit«tefl/<<lesenref  well  ofhw  country ;"  and  is  the  friend  of 
all  ranksy  firom  the  monarch  on  his  throne,  to  the  peasant  in  his  cot- 
tage i  for  Knowledge  is  the  hand-maid  of  Wiadom,  who  makes  peace- 
able subjects  and  good  members  of  society . 

'Now,  we  do  think  that  Time's  Telescope  ha«  a  direct  tendency 
to  promote  all  this  5  for  amidst  ^e  almost  infinite  number  of  publi- 
cations,  of  jniaceUaneoiu  information,  and  for  inciting  a  spirit  of  in*» 
quiiy  and  deeper  inrestigation  in  youth,  without  ought  tfantcan  con- 
tammate  the  mind,  we  know  not  one  better  adapted  than  that  of 
which  we  write ;  nor  one  that  a  father  could  with  greater  sj^fety  .place 
m  the  Ikmily  parlour;  or  a  friend  present  in  its  season,  with  more 
sa^sfaction  and  credit  to  himself.  In  all  whooU  and  iemmaries  of 
ednmH&ny  where  EngUtk  b6duare  awarded  as  prizes  formerttwritms 
4Vpifeafi<m,  Time'e  Telescope  should  have  a  place  among  those  disirt- 
butedf  and  we  have  no  hesUation  in  saying,  that^  nine  times  out  of 
tern,  UwoM  be  hi^ii9  esteemed. 

*  But  it48  also  deterring  of  a  place  in  the  libraries  of  «*  grave  and 
xev^rend  seniors,"  at  a  book  of  reference,  in  Chronology,  Biogra- 
phy, Aatiqnitiesy  and  obsolete  Customs,  and  in  almost  every  branch 
of  Natural  History:  while  be  who  formerly  delighted  to  climb  the 
airy  steep,  or  brush  the  dewy  lawn,  rejoicing  in  "each  rural  sight, 
each  rural  sound,'*  now  confined  to  his  elbow  chair,  with  his  gouty 
foot  resting  on  «  cushioned  stool,  will  wipe  hit  speetacles,  and  in 
perusing  the  Naturalist's  IMary,  alternately  smiling  and  sighing^ 
wiU  think  of  the  joys  and  friendship  ofauld  langsyne ;  and  like  the 
Greenwich  or  Chelsea  pensioner,  reading  a  narratire  of  the  cam- 
pai^s  in  which  he  senred,  will,  fot  a  moment,  live  his  youthful  days 
again.'— iiterory  OUo,  No.  12. 

*  Time's  Telescope  is  really  so  meritorious  a  work,  that  we  cannot 
refoae  it  the  meed  of  a  wilting  gift,— unfeigned  praise.  Like  its  ten 
predecessors,  this  eleventh  annual  volume  is  an  entertaining  and 
well-selected  miscellany  from  the  good  things  of  past  Ifterature,  to- 
gether with  original  productions  of  congenial  character,' — Literary 
Gazette,  Nmf.  22, 1823. 

'  This  work  displays  the  same  pleasing  variety  as-  was  exhibited 
in  the  former  volumes.  It  is  one  of  those  delightftil  hetoks  which  is 
always  welcome  to  us.'— Xtfarafy  Chronicle,  Nov.  2S),  1803. 

*  Id  addition  to  the  articles  of  information  and  amusement  which 
thAlbrraer  Tolames  of  this  useful  work  contain,  we  are  presented 
with  It  very  elaborate  essay  on  the  <<  Outlines  of  Historical  and 
Physical  Geography."  It  appears  to  be  accurate  in  its  facts  and 
reasoning,  audit  written  in  a  pleasing  style.  Altogether,  Time's 
Telescope  is  a  work  which  deserves  the  highest  patronage ;  and  that 
it  has  raceiTed  such  patronage,  is  evident  from  the  €Mt,  that  the 
presest  Toluae  is  quite  equal,  if  not  superior  to  its  predecessors.'— 
UUrewy  Mwsewn,  Nm).  80, 1823. 

*  This  useful  and  agreeable  little  work,  which  is  at  once  an  annual 
and  a  peremsml  in  the  garden  of  periodical  literature,  has  aow 
reaeh«d  the  eleventh  year  of  its  revival,  and  yet  still  appears  nnder 
a  »aw  aspect.    U  it  <Un«th«r  yet  the  same"— <'  an  old  friend  with 
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a  new  face"— and  yet  the  better,  infttead  of  the  worse  on  that  ac- 
count.'— JNcir  Mmitkly  Magaxiney  Jan.  I,  1834* 

*  We  have  more  than  once  noticed  the  former  vdlumes  of  this 
very  agreeable  miscellany,  and  we  must  do  the  ingenious  Editor  the 
justice  to  repeat,  that  his  eleventh  volume  is  by  no  means  inferior  in. 
point  of  merit  or  variety  to  its  predecessors.  The  work  is,  indeed, 
kept  up  with  great  spirit,  and  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  render 
it  as  useful  as  it  is  entertaining.' — Eclectic  Reviewy  Jan,  1, 1824. 

*  This  volume,  like  its  ten  elder  brethren,  cannot  fail  of  proving 
a  very  acceptable  annual  present.  The  Editor  deserves  commenda- 
tion for  considerable  tact  in  selecting  what  is  not  only  entertaining  at 
the  moment,  but  useful  in  affording  solid  information — and,  what  is 
highly  praiseworthy,  likely  to  lead  the  mind  from  Nature  up  to 
Nature's  God,*— Gentleman* 8  Magazine,  December  1823. 

*  Thenumber  of  Time's  Telescope  for.  the  ensuing  year  is  quite 
equal  to  its  predecessors :  there  is  no  work  of  the  kind  with  which 
we  are  acquainted,  that  contains  such  a  variety  of  apposite  and  in- 
teresting matter :  it  is  a  work  at  once  remarkable  for  ingenuity  and 
industry.'— Twines,  Nov.  22,  l623. 

*  We  have  given  the  title-page  of  this  work  almost  at  full  lengthy 
in  order  that  those  of  our  readers  who  were  not  induced  by  our  ac- 
count of  the  two  preceding  volumes  (for  1822  and  1823)  to  form  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  it^  may  afconce  perceiv^e  its  nature  j  and 
may  be  prepared  by  a  bill  of  fare  so  very  inviting  to  the  mental  ap- 
petite, for  that  feast  of  varied  information  and  entertainment  which 
it  provides.  The  ejrecution,  we  can  assure  them,  does  justice  to  the 
plan  of  this  very  interesting  publication  ;  and  continues  to  be  highly 
creditable  to  the  elegant  taste  and  literary  diligence  of  the  respect- 
able compiler.  We  cordially  renew  our  former  recommendations  of 
it,  especially  to  young  persons  of  education  and  intelligence.' — 
Wesleyan-Methodist  Magazine^  January  1824. 

*  This  annual  repository  is  replete  with  useful  and  pleasing  histo- 
rical and  antiquarian  illustrations  of  the  CsilendaT,* -^Encyclopadia 
Metropolitana,  art.  Calendar. 

'  It  is  not  merely  an  erudite  and  intelligent  companion  to  the  Al- 
manack of  the  year,  but  it  brings  before  its  readers  many  important 
novelties  in  science ;  while  the  present  volume  is  enriched  by  an  able 
view  of  Physical  Geography,  and  particularly  by  some  curious  facts 
,  resulting  from  the  New  Voyage  of  Discovery  in  the  Arctic  Regions.' 
—Monthly  Magazine^  Dec' lyiaSiS, 

■*  The  character  of  Time's  Telescrope  is  maintained  by  undiminish- 
ed and  even  improved  excellence.  We  have  still  th^  same  judici- 
ous selection  of  the  subjects,  best  calculated  to  afford  innocent 
amusement  at  the  present  hour,  adorned  and  rendered  valuable  by 
.  those  moral  and  religious  principles- which  lay  the  foundation  of  en- 
during virtue  and  happiness.' — St»  Jamet^i  Chronicle ,  Jan,  10,  1824. 

'  We  have,  for  some  years  past,  annnaily  called  the  attentionof 
our  readers  to  this  entertaining  and  instructive  publication-;  and  we 
have,  on  former  occasions,-  borneour  testimony  to  its  merits  tn'terms 
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so  uoeqaiyocal  and  deomve,  UuHt  we  may  be  allowed  to  esctite  our- 
selves, io  the  present  instancey  from  saying  more  in  its  faTonr,  than 
that  the  volmne  before  ti%  ably  supports  the  h^^ii  honoors  w^ch  ha^re 
been  gained  by  its  predecessors. '~jV«w  EvangeUedl  MMgaximf  Jam, 

'This  is  an  interesting  Aannal  Work.' -^iciemwHifi'j  Mojfazinef 
January  1824. 

'  nine's  Telescope  improTes  wsth«qrery  annual  appearance.  The 
present  voluase  is  full  of  various  and  entertaining  matter.'-- Covri^r, 
DecmmierlZfVidlhMmPatrfoi,  Bee.  18,  I8S8. 

'  This  is  a  well  conducted,  interesting,  and  useful  annual  publica- 

'  Hiis  is  an  elegant  and  interesting  Christmas  present  for  young 
persons  who  have  a  taste  for  scientific  pursuits  and  useful  knowledge, 
untinecnred  by  scepticism  or  infidelity. '->i9i^j?2em«ttf  to  theJEvang^li^ 
eid  Mm^azine/or  1823. 

Notices  of  Time's  Telescope  Jor  1823. 

« Ifthe  times  are  not  better,  still  it  must  be  owned  that  their  Tele- 
scope is  improving  annoally.  Indeed,  we  think  this  little  work  de« 
serves  peculiar  credit  for  its  constant  Tariety,  whilst  still  preserving 
the  oT^nial  plan  on  which  it  started.' — ffew  Monthly  Magazine, 
December 


'  We  have  now  had  the  gra.tificatiou  of  approving  the  design  anA 
execution  of  this  useful  annual  work  for  ten  succeeding  y«ars;  and 
can  safely  assert  that  the  present  volume  is  inferior  to  lidire  of  its 
predecessors.  Novelty  has  been  so  studiously  considered,  that  each 
volume  is  almost  entirely  a  new  work.  The  poetical  selections  are 
numerous  and  judiciously  introduced.^ — GewtUman^i  Mtigazine,  De- 
1822. 


*  We  sire  acquainted  with  no  annual  work  which  has  united  so 
many  suffrages  in  its  favour  as  Time's  Telescope.  The  present 
publication  does  not  derogate  from  the  character  of  its  predecessors, 
but  is  indeed  an  agreeable  and  instructive  miscellany.'— iLiferary 
Gazette,  JDecember  7, 1822. 

'  Thia  ingenious  work  is  really  worthy  of  public  attention.'-*  Jo&ii 
BM,  Jhc0vherfa,\8a2. 

*  This  pnblicatioa  will  convey,  to  young  persons  of  intelligence 
and  iidocation,  mudi  entertaining  and  useful  information,  without 
that  corrupting  admixture  of  unsound  principles,  or  improper  allu^ 
sions,  by  which  so  largest  portion  of  the  current  literature  of  our  times 
is  unhappily  debased.'—  We$ley  an  Methodist  Mogaxme^Jnm^  1823. 

<  This  is  an  entertaining  and  instructive  annual  work.'«--<Coiir<er, 
i>iM:eni&er.24»1822. 

*  W«  have  often  bad  oecafnoo  to  notice  the  periodical  appearance 
of  this  nsofdl  nfork :  in  ^e  <raftety  and  anmsing  quality  of  its  con- 
tents, ve  know  few  works  wbidi  can  bear  a  comparison  with  Time's 
TekMOpe.    We  notiee,  with  particular  commendation,  the  poetical 
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taste  of  the  Editor,  who  has  selected  from  the  fugitive  verses  of  the 
day  many  very  beantifai  and  interesting  specimens.  The  scientifio 
departmeht  is  got  up  with  the  same  fidelity  and  cleverness  which  dis- 
tinguished the  former  numbets  of  Time's  Telescope.' — Monthly 
Magazine,  Jan,  1833. 

*  This  is  a  very  amusing  book,  and  full  of  information  on  a  variety 
of  common-place  topics,  which  people  have  in  their  mouths  every 
day,  and  yet  contrive  to  be  profoundly  ignorant  of  to  the  latest  hour 
of  their  existence.  History,  antiquities,  obsolete  rites,  biography, 
and  a  naturalist's  diary,  are  only  the  prominent  features  of  the  wotk, 
which  is  as  varied  as  it  is  amusing.' — Mvseum,  June  7, 1823. 

*  The  sustained  excellence  and  improving  reputation  of  this  agree- 
able and  highly  useful  series,  afford  a  gratifying  illustration*  of  the 
extent,  depth,  and  richness,  of  the  resources  of  English  literature  ^ 
and  of  the  sure  reward  which  attends  the  exercise  of  industry  and 
judgment  in  exploring  them.  The  present  volume  fully  supports  the 
character  of  its  predecessors ;  and  saying  this,  we  are  not  aware 
that  we  could  give  it  a  higher  praise.' — St,  Jame8*$  Chronicle,  Decem- 
ber 10,  1822. 

*  Of  all  the  annual  publications  of  the  present  day,  numerous  a» 
they  are,  there  is  not  one  that  we  long  so  much  tOvsee  as  Time's 
Telescope;  for  there  is  none,  from  which,  in  times  past,  we  have 
derived  greater  pleasure  and  profit.  Its  reputation  is  now  so  fully 
established,  tb at  it  stands  in  no  need  of  any  recommendation  from 
us,  or  it  should  certainly  have  it.  We  scarcely  know  a  work  in 
which  the  utile  and  the  dulce  are  more  happily  blended.' — New  Evan- 
gelical Magazine,  December  1822. 

'This  is  a  well-conducted  annual  work.'— ilforniYM  Posf,  Decern- 
ber  19, 1822. 

.  *■  Dr.  Herschel,  with  his  gigantic  telescope  of  forty  feet,  could  only 
examine  the  heavens,  and  trace  the  planetary  orbs  in  their  course  ; 
the  author  of  Time's  Telescope  does  much  more,  for  he  not  only 
searches  the  starry  heavens  with  microscopic  ken,  but  spreads  the 
whole  earth  before  us,  and  penetrates  to  '  the  waters  under  the  earth.' 
indeed,  he  unfolds  the  whole  book  of  nature,  and  revels  in  its  choicest 
productions.  Time's  Telescope  has  now  attained  a  standing  of  ten 
years,  during  which  time  it  has  progressively  increased  in  merit  and 
reputation,  presenting  the  same  interesting  variety,  the  same  novelty, 
and  the  same  good  taste  which  first  distinguished  it.  In  short,  it  is  a 
book  which  no  person, who  wishes  for  amusement  or  information  on 
a  variety  of  subjects  should  be  without.' — Literary  Chronicle,  Decem- 
ber!, IS22, 

*  This  is  ain  entertaining  and  instructive  annual  work.' — Bell*^ 
WeehUf  Me$tenger,  December  29,  1823. 

<  Time's  Telescope  has  certainly  been  furnished  this  year  with  an 
additional  number  of  lenses,  bright,  clear,  and  achromatic;  so  that 
we  are  enabled  to  view,  with  distinctness  and  pleasure,  the  various 
objects  that  are  set  before  us.  Of  the  natur€tl pictures  here  held  up 
to  view  we  can  scarcely  speak  in.  too  warm  terms  of  commendation. 
The  lutroduction  on  the  habits,  economy,  and  uses  of  British  Insects, 
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is  original  and  amusing ;  and  the  •  description  of  Astronomical  In- 
straments  is  concise  and  clear.  With  the  Ode  to  Time,  by  Mr.  .Bar- 
ton, we  have  been  greatly  pleased,  and  indeed  the  whole  volume  is 
one  which  we  can  cordially  recommend.  The  Editor  is  entitled  to  tl»e 
highest  praise  for  his  laborious  collections  in  poetry,  biography,  and 
the  facta  of  natural  history ;  the  last  is,  at  all  times,  a  pleasing  and 
delightful  study,  and  which  cannot  be'  too  much  pressed  upon  the 
attention  of  youth.  In  a  word,  this  is  the  best  volume  of  Time's 
Telescope  which  has  yet  appeared.' — London  JaumaicfArtif  Deeai^ 
her  1822. 

*We  have  repeatedly  recommended  this  work  to  our  readers,  who 
have  a  taste  for  scientific  studies.  The  present  volume  contains  a 
vast  variety  of  interesting  matter.'— •^uppZemen^  to  EvangeUedlMii»- 
forme /9r  1922. 

*  For  the  tenth  time  we  meet  this  truly  interesting  compilation, 
vhich  seems  to  improve  with  every  recurring  year,  and  may  be 

j  jastly  said  to  afford  a  high  intellectual  treat  to  all  who  possess  a 
'  love  for  literature .  and  science.  We  know  not  a  volume,  indeed, 
even  in  the  present  productive  state  of  the  Periodical  Press,  which  is 
so  well  calculated  as  this,  to  excite  in  the  youthful  and  ingenuous 
mind  a  vivid  and  durable  impression  of  the  value  of  time,  and  of  the 
beauty,  sublimity,  and  utility,  of  the  mighty  works  of  God.  It  is 
evidently- the  production  of  a  man  of  great  ingenuity  and  research; 
for  be  has  contrived,  notwithstanding  an  apparent  necessity  for  re* 
petition  in  some  of  the  details,  to  give  to  each  succeeding  volume, 
and  throagh  every  department  of  its  contents,  the  charm  of  variety, 
and  the  impress  of  novelty;  a  result  which  he  has  been  enabled  to 
•btain  through  a  very  happy  use  of  the  almost  inexhaustible  trea- 
sures which  are  to  be  found  in  the  diines  of  Philosophy  and  Natural 
History,  in  the  delightful  stores  of  Biography  and  Literary  Anecdote, 
and  in  the  curious  mhtuHa  of  Manners,  Customs,  and  Superstitions. 
With.these  he  has  mingled  copious  and  judiciously  selected  iltdstra- 
tions  from  our  best  poets,  living  as  well  as  dead  ;  a  feature  in  the 
work  which  stamps  it  with  a  lively  and  endearing  interest,  and  which 
appears/  Indeed,  in  the  volume  before  us,  with  singular  attractions 
for  oar  Sttfiblk  readers,  as  it  includes  some  highly  finished  effiJisions 
from  the  moral  pen  of  one  who  resides  amongst  them  (Mr.  B.  Bar-' 
ton),  and  who,  whether  regarded  as  a  poet  or  a  man,  may  ,be  correctly 
said  to  reflect  honour,  not  only  on  the  sect  to  which  he  more .  peca« 
liarly  belongs,  but  on  the  country  which  has  given  him  birth**— 
Suffoik  Chronicle,  December  14,  1822. 

*  This  work  blends  instruction  with  amusement,  and  presents  a 
conpilafcion  of  topics  extremely  well  adapted  to  excite  its  yonnger 
readers  to  further  research,  and  to  create  in  them  a  desire  of  scien- 
tific and  useful  knowledge :  it  will  amply  repay  a  careful  perusal.'— 
MomOfy  Ceneor,  March  1^23. 

'  The  season  which  brings  to  us  almanacks,  souvenirs,  diaries,  and 
ail  the  other  thousand  red  and  blue-vested  remembrancers  of  Time, 
ii  again  come  round,  and  has  duly  brought  to  us  one  amongst  those 
remeflftbrancers,  which  we  value  Car  beyond  its  fellows,  bec;iuse  it  is 
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of  a  more  iaU^Iectnal  mature— we  mean  Time's  Telescope.  This 
work,  wkidi  bas  now  reached  a  teuth  volame,  does  not,  like  many 
works  wtriek:  have  been  long  eontintted,  exfaibit  any  signs  of  decay. 
Oa  the  contrary,  it  is  carefully  edited,  and  tias  received  some  im- 
provements. In  snch  a  volume  as  this,  where  th«  same  ground  must 
be  yearly  travelled  over  again,  it  ,h  no  small  merit  to  have  avoided 
a  wearisome  sameness,  and  to  have  introduced  so  much,  of  novelty . 
The  selections,  whether  of  prose  or  of  poetry,  are  made  with  judg- 
ment, and  combine  utility  with  amusement.' — Supplement  to  ArUts*% 
Pocket  Magazine,  December  18B22. 
ji  I  ■     I  ■  1 1  <    I  I    -    ■  ..  I  ■  i.  I   '  I  ■         ■        .III       I  11 
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*  To  look  back  with  advantage,  and  forward  with  pleasutOy  is  the 
sum  and  substance  of  human  happiness !  Fortunate  is  he  who  can 
do  so ;  and  still  more  fortunate  js  ne  who  has  this  little  work  to  assist 
him  in  his  retrospect  and  prospect^  thereby  giving  an  additional 
value  to  the  time  presient  Whatever  his  pursuit,  however  muHi£ari- 
ous  his  researches,  he  cannot  fail  of  finding  here  both  information 
and  amusement,  united  to  a  degree  of  novelty  and  variety  by  no 
means  to  be  expected  in  an  annual  publication  of  this  kind»  In  thia 
selection,  good  taste  is  evident ;  recapitulation  has  been  avoided  as 
far  as  possible,  without  omitting  necessary  information  j  whilst  the 
author,  without  seeming  to  infringe  in  the  slightest  degree  upon  its 
contemporary  utility,  has  with  ingenious  propriety  rendered  it  spe.. 
dficalty  adapted  to  its  place  in  the  regular  series  of  whichitfoxoEia 
the  ninth  volume.' — New  MonthUf  Magazine^  Jan.  1822»         _  ., 

*■  With  the  reiurn  of  this  period  of  the  year,  we  have  to  notice  the 
recurring  volume  of  Time's  Telescope  ft>r  thet.  year  182d;  I6rthe 
character  of  which  it  might  be  suflldent  to  refer  to  our  remarks  on 
the  previous  volumest  We  find  ibe  same  iadnstry  and  ingeoirity 
displayed  in  the  selection  of  aaecdotM  and  faets  appropriate  topar- 
tieular  days,  and  the  same  good  taste  in  the  eboice  <rf the  poetical 
pieces,  thickly  interspersed  through  the  pagea.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
g»y  more  of  a  work  whieh  has  now  passed  several  times  under  onr 
notice,  and  whose  merits  are.  so  folly  substantiated  as  to  leave  tfee 
critic  no  further  duty  to  perform.'— >ilfsfi^My  Mmgmzme,Jmm,  USS^ 

'We  should  have  called  this  work  Time's  Kaleidoscope  inslcead  of 
Time's  Telescope,  for  at  every  turn  of  a' page  it  presents  the  reader 
with  a  new  and  agreeable  eombioation  of  form,  colour,  and  materiaL 
But,  while  it  resembles,  it  also  surpasses  that  curious  instrnment,  in- 
asmuch as  its  express  object  and  tendency  is  to  blend  inBtruoti6n 
with  amusement,  and  to  make  the  one  as  attractive  as  theo>ther.  We 
observe  that  the  pages  of  this  useful  miscellany  are  diligently  en- 
riched from  the.leading  publications  of  the  times,  ^rtiich  are  referred 
to  in  a  manner  honourable  to  the  parties  quoting  them,  and  valimbki^ 
to  readers  who  may  wish  additional  information  on  the  subjects  th«s 
brought  to  their  notice.  Taken  altogether.  Time's  Telescope  ia  one 
Of  the  best  productions  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  youth  which  our 
teeming  press  sends  forth.  It  leads  by  easy  roads  to  impravini^ 
studies ;  it  is  exceedingly  various  ^  it  is  full  of  hints  for  thinking^  and 
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it  is  honest  and  unprejudiced.  From  the  child  of  fi^e  years  of  age 
to  the  mature  of  fifty,  it  will  afford  both  entertainment  and  Intel- 
Ugence.'r-Zilerary  Gazette,  Ike.  1,  1821. 

'When  so  many  attempts  ar6  made  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  the 
rising  generation,  through  the  medium  of  elementary  books  of  in- 
struction, it  affords  us  pleasure  to  be  able  to  recommend  an  attrac- 
tive work,  which  id  entirely  free  from  the  taint  of  bad  principles. 
Time*s  Telescope  is  an  agreeable  miscellany,  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion of  all  classes  of  readers,  but  particularly  of  intelligent  young 
persons,  to  whom  it  will  convey  much  useful  and  entertaining  in- 
formaition  on  the  various  subjects  mentioned  in  its  title.  The  whole 
is  interspersed  with  numerous  anecdotes,  antiquarian  references, 
historical  facts,  and  poetical  selections;  admirably  calculated  to 
excite  a  taste  for  knowledge,  and  to  render  its  acquisition  easy  and 
agreeable.  -  We  have  looked  through  the  volume,  and  are  happy  to 
find  that,  in  a  literary  melange  of  so  much  extent  and  variety,  there  is 
so  little  to  which  persons  of  serious  religion  can  object,  and  so  much 
which  thev  will  cordially  applaud.'— -Ifestevaii  Methodkt  Magtunnef 
January  1833, No,  1,  Vol  l,N.S, 

*The  style  of  this  book  is  uniformly  neat  and  appropriate.  The 
infomaation  which  the  Editor  gives  on  each  subject  is  correct ;  it  is 
ample,  without  being  prolix;  and  it  is  occasionally  enlivened  by 
good  extracts  from  our  best  poets.  One  thing  more  must  be  said  of 
Time's  Telescope, — it  is  a  safe  book ;  it  may  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  youth,  without  the  fear  of  its  exciting  an  improper  idea ;  and  this  is 
a  quality  of  which  the  value  must  be  felt  by  every  parent  and  pre- 
ceptor.*—ilriws'*  Pocket  Magazine,  Dec.  1821. 

Notices  of  lime's  Telescope  for  1821. 

*  Time  fiies  so  rapidly,  that  a  Telescope  becomes  necessary  to  look 
at  him  when  past,  and  is  not  less  amusmg  to  examine  him  as  he  ap- 
proaches. Time  also  is  that  which  we  can  never  reform,  but  still  we 
may  improve  it :  and  if  it  be  a  mark  of  wisdom  to  make  the  most 
of  our  time,  it  must  be  allowed  that  the  Editor  of  the  work  before 
us  has  equally  succeeded  ;^  for  he  has  not  only  improved  the  past  to 
make  it  useful  for  the  present,  but  has  also  made  the  most  of  the 
future,  by  showing  that  dknost  every  day  in  the  year  is  good  for 
something,.  He  who  wishes  to  know  why  one  day  is  more  remarkable 
than  another  ?  Why  he  must  eat  mince-pies  at  Christmas,  or  Pancakes 
on -Shrove. Tuesday  ?  Why  he  must  eat  goose  at  Michaelmas,  or  be 
made  a  goose  of  on  All-Fools-Day  ?— he  who  wishes  to  turn  his  Te- 
lescope on  human  events,  or  on  the  Heavens ;— he  who  wishes  to  be 
directed,  agreeably  to  the  season,  in  his'observations  of  nature,  en- 
Hveued .  and  illustrated  by  apt  quotations  from  our  best  poets ;  or 
who^  in  short,  wishes  to  know  what  time  mas  and  will  be,  cannot  fail 
of  gratifying  his  curiosity  by  a  reference  to  this  useful  little  parlour- 
windOw  book.  '  It  has  been  before  the  public  for  some  years,  and  is 
now  considerably  improved  in  arrangement,  as  well  as  in  quantity ; 
so  that  those  possessed  of  former  volumes  will  find  that  the  present  • 
is  far  from  being  a  twice-told  tale  :  even  if  it  were  only  for  the  very 
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popular  mode  in  which  the  interesting  subject  of  Ornithology  is 
treated,  rendering  it  perfectly  intelligible  to  youthful  capacities, 
whilst  older  readers  may  find  much  that  they  have  forgotten.  In 
shorty  we  wish  it,  and  our  readers,  a  happy  new  year ! ' — Svn,  JDe~ 
cember  20, 1820. 

'  To  young  persons,  either  in  town  or  country,  this  volume  will  be 
very  acceptable,  as  it  will  furnish  them,  in  one  case,  with  much  novel 
and  amusing  instruction  ;  and  in  the  other,  will  prove  an  agreeable 
guide  to  many  of  those  pursuits  which  are  the  peculiar  charm  of  a 
country  residence.  We  know  not  any  publication  of  a  similar 
nature  in  which  there  is  a  better  union  of  pleasure  and  amusements' — 
Monthly  Magazine,  January  and  JiUy  1821. 

'  Time's  Telescope  blends  something  of  the  character  which  be- 
longs to  the  literary  Pocket  Book  with  that  of  a  general  Almanack  ; 
but  at  the  same  time  possessing  features  different  from  either  of 
these  and  peculiar  to  itself,  and  being  altogether  much  more  useful 
and  compendious  than  both.' — Baldmm*$  London  Mag^j  Feb.  1821. 

Notices  of  Timers  Telescope  for  1820. 

*  TiMEi  not  the  world's  Time,  with  wings  besprinkled  with  cards, 
dice,  and  at  **  homes," — but  the  Time  of  the  Astronomer,  the  Natu- 
ralist, and  the  Historian,  again  opens  his  annual  Mag€urin  den  Nou^ 
veauUsi  and  we  can  safely  assure  those  who  may  wish  to  become 
purchasers,  that  all  the  articles  in  this  literary  bazaar  are  well  se- 
lected, and  of  the  first  quality.  This  pleasing  volume  is  well 
adapted  for  Schools,  either  as  a  class-book,  or  the  reward  of  merit.' 
— Gentleman^i  Magazine,  Ike.  1819. 

'This 'elegantly  printed  volume  is  admirably  calculated  for  the 
important  purpose  of  forming  the  taste  and  correcting  the  judgment 
of  the  rising  generation.  The  retpectahle  place  which  this  hook  occu- 
pies in  some  established  seminaries,  will,  doubtlesb,  recommend  it  ge- 
nerally to  the  attention  of  such  as  are  engaged  in  the  business  of 
.  instruction. '-*ilnft;aco6m  Review,  December  1819. 

*  We  hail  with  pleasure  the  annual  re-appearance  of  Time's  l>ele- 
scope,  which  presents,  in  an  easy,  popular  style,  with  judicious 
arrangement,  clear  and  copious  illustrations  of  almost  every  day  in 
the  Calendar,  not  only  in  regard  to  Saints'  Days  and  Holidays,  but 
also  memorable  events  of  the  earliest  times  down  to  the  passing 
year.  The  Naturalist's  Diary  for  each  month  is  interesting  to  all 
classes,  for  the  specific  information  it  contains^  as  well  as  for  the 
pleasing  view  it  affords  of  God's  Providence  at  all  seasons.  He  wbo 
takes  up  this  little  volume  must  be  wiser,  and  perhaps  better,  before 
he  lays  it  down.'-.6^n,  Jan.  18, 1820. 

Notices  of  Time's  Telescope  for  1819. 

'  While  this  annual  companion  and  guide  retains  the  respectable 
character  which  now  belongs  to  it,  no  parlour  window,  school  room, 
or  private  study,  can  well  dispense  with  its  prescQce.'— ^eiu  Monthljf 
Magazine^  Feh.  1819. 
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"     ■     '    »  ■  ■    ■  ■  m  >    • 

*Time*s  Telescope  presents  us  with  anew  view  of  the  ensuing  year. 
To  gire  variety  to  an  almanack  has  long  been  considered  as  impos- 
sible ;  yet  this  ingenious  little  work,  by  means  of  recent  or  passing 
events,  by  an  appropriate  new  selection  of  Poetical  Illustrations, 
and  by  a  new  Introduction,  offers  an  amusing  novelty,  without  de- 
parture from  its  original  plan.' — LUerary  Gazette^  Dee.  13, 1818. 

*  We  have  here  an  old  friend  with  a  new  face,  no  less  than  old 
Time  with  a  new  Telescope,  pointed  at  the  Almanack  for  1819 ;  and 
discovering  new  beauties  in  ttiis  often  consulted,  but,  generally  speak- 
ing, ill-understood  publication.  This  is  the  sixth  appearance  of 
Time's  Telescope  ;  and  it  seems  to  be  equally  rich  in  entertainment 
with  any  of  the  series.  We  have  often  noticed  this  '  attendant  bark* 
upon  the  good  ship  *  Almanack.'  Long  may  the  author  *  pursue  the 
triumph  and  partake  theprofiV  which  attaches  to  its  more  successlnl 
com]^mou.*--Gewtleman'8Magazineyl)eceniher  1818. 

'  Time's  Telescope,  ever  various,  ever  new,  is  puhUehed  with  the 
Almanacks,  and  should  be  ptirckated  with  them,  for  we  know  of  no 
better  or  more  entertaining  companion  to  these  annual  time-books.' 
^-AtUvfacobin  Review,  December  1818. 

Notify  of  June's  Telescope  for  1818. 

*  We  cordially  recommend  thisvolume  to  the  attention  of  persons 
of  every  age  and  taste,  but  particularly  to  the  inquiring  youth  of 
both  6eiLe».^-^Awiii<uohki  Review  for  December  1817. 

'  Time's  Telescope  for  1818  deserves  the  same  praise,  and  is  en- 
titled to  the  same  support  and  encouragement,  which  the  former  vo- 
lumes have  received  from  the  public.'— Brifis^  Critic  for  December 
1817. 

Notices  of  Time*  s  Telescope  for  1817. 

'  We  have  already  noticed  the  preceding  volume  of  this  amusing 
and  instructive  performance ;  and  we  have  now  little  to  add  to  or 
deduct  from  the  encomiums  which  we  deemed  it  our  duty  to  pass  on 
the  contents  of  that  part ;  the  plan  being  still  the  same,  and  the 
execution  and  arrangement  as  nearly  as  possible  on  the  same  model* 
We  shall  not  consider  it  as  requisite  for  us  to  continue  our  report  of 
this  annual  publication.' — Monthly  Review  for  Augtut  1817. 

^Hie  Almanack,  in  order  to  be  reduced  to  a  cheap  and  convenient 
fonii,ha8^ecome  so  enigmatical,  that  a  more  enlarged  explanation  of 
its  (intents  and  references  is  very  desirable ;  and  such  w  the  purpose 
of  the  Time's  Telescope,  which  appears  to  us  to  be  executed  in  a  very 
amusing  way,  and  the  Astronomical  portion  of  it  is  prepared  evir 
dently  by  a  person  of  science.' — Critical  Review  for  December  1816. 

^.Thereis  in  this  volume  an  excellent  Introduction  to  the  **  Prin» 
ciples  of  Zoology,"  quite  etudded  with  poetical  citations  ;  and  a  co- 
itus index  is  added  to  the  whole  series.  In  point  of  quantity  and 
quality,  indeed,  the  present  is  fully  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  of 
liie  preceding  volumes ;  and  our  readers  wiH  not  readily  find  a  more 
attractive'  "  Hew  Year*$  Present"  for  their  juvenile  friends,  which, 
while  it  acquaints  them  with  the  pleasing  wonders  of  Nature,  teaches 
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them,  at  the  same  time,  that  all  these  <<  are  but  the  varied  Gos." — . 
Geniletnan*8  Magazine  for  December  1816. 

Notices  qf  Time's  Telescope  far  1816. 

*  Time's  Telescope  is  compiled  with  skill  and  judgment,  and  con- 
tains much  desirable  miscellaneous  information,  and  many  interest-, 
ing  and  instructive  sketches,  particularly  on  some  parts  of  Natural 
History.  We  recommend  this  work  to  the  attention  of  our  juvenile 
readers,  who  will  find  it  an  agreeable  and  instructive  companion.' — 
Monthly  Review  for  Novemher  1816. 

<  We  are. glad  to  see  that  the  Editors  of  this  useful  work  find  en- 
couragement to  continue  it  annually,  and  that  the  articles  it  con- 
tains increase  in  their  interest.'— GenflemanV  Magazine  for  ilu- 
9iw«l816. 

^  A  very  entertaining  and  useful  compendium  of  multifarious  lore.' 
'^Eeleetic  Review  for  Jamwry  1817. 

Notices  qf  Time's  Telescope  for  1815. 

*  We  never  met  with  a  compilation  better  calculated  for  thfe  use 
of  families,  and  to  serve  as  a  portable  companion  for  young  persons, 
than  this  elegant  little  volume,  which  abounds  with  valuable  in- 
formation on  subjects  of  general  interest,  and  with  a  pleasing  variety 
of  rational  entertainment.  ^  The  book  is  written  in  a  popular  style, 
the  articles  are  selected  with  great  judgment  from  the  best  autiio- 
rities  ;  and  while  the  scientific  illustrations  tend  to  quicken  curio- 
sity, the  reflections  interspersed  with  the  extracts,  occasionally 
given  from  the  most  charming  of  our  poets,  will  increase  the 
delight  afforded  by  contemplating  the  works  of  nature,  and  raise 
the  mind  to  a  devout  admiration  of  the  Divine  Author.'^rNeio 
Monthly  Magazine^  Jan,  1815. 

*  The  work  before  us  supplies  accurate,  though  popular,  instruc- 
tion on  a  variety  of  topics.  It  is  written  in  a  correct  and  tasteful 
style,  enlivened  by  many  exquisite  quotations  firom  the  poets  of 
the  day ;  and  is  interspersed  with  such  reflections  as  flow  naturally 
from  ike  conviction'  that  knowledge,  to  be  extensively  beneficial, 
either  to  its  possessor  or  to  others,  must  be  purified  by  religion, 
manifested  in  benevolence,  and  consecrated  to  Qod,'-^Eclectic  Re- 
view for  February  1815. 

Notices  qf  Time' s  Telescope  for  1814. 

*  This  work  contains  a  great  variety  of  very  useful  information, 
conveyed  in  a  most  pleasing  manner.  We  cannot  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce that  it  will  be  popular.  It  deserves  to  be  so  j  and  it  has  to^ 
many  attractions,  for  every  kind  of  taste,  to  be  overlooked.  It  wilt 
form  a  delightful  as  well  as  instructive  present  for  young  personirat 
Christmas.'— j9ri^/i  CriOe  for  DeeeiiAer  1813. 

*  We  cheerfully  give  to.  Time's  Telescope  our  warmest  recoiA- 
mendation  ad  a  pleasing  and  sc^fe  book  for  the  rising  generation.'^- 
Eclectie  Review  for  February  \S14, 

'This  is  a  most  useful  and  entertaining  little  wark»*^Rev,  T. 
Pruen?$  HhutratioH  of  the  liturgy. 
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On  opening  the  twelfth  annual  exhibition  qf  our 

Literary  Picture-Gallery,  we  may  be  allowed, 

perhaps,  to  expatiate  a  little  upon  its  contents;  pat" 

iicularly  to  those  who  may  now  visit  our  collection 

for  the  first  time:  and  we  feel  more  disposed  to  do 

this  at  the  present  moment,  from  the  increased  and 

still  increasing  number  of  our  friends  and  patrons^ 

as  welt  as  from  the  very  flattering  terms  in  which  our 

labours  continue  to  be  noticed  by  the  cognoscenti  in 

such  matters. 

In  the  present  volume  (and  may  we  not  say  as  much 
of  our  preceding  tomes? J  will  be  found  tnany  first- 
rate  specimens  of  British  talent; — compori^toit^  that 
emulate  the  truth  and  energy  q/*  Michel- Agnolo—<A€ 
beauty  and  divinity  of  tLaSsLelle — the  grace  and  har- 
mony of  the  Caraccis : — and,  to  descend  from  the  mys- 
teries and  sublimities  of  heaven  to  the  interesting  won" 
ders  of  our  terrene  globe, — here  are  birds  and  insects, 
all  painted  after  nature  by  the  most  eminent  artists; 
— ^flower-pieces  almost  equal  to  Van  Huysom's; — 
landscapes  k  la,  Cl9L\ide--a  few. choice  Hobbimas; — 
san^e  of  the  chefs  d'osuvres  of  Metza  Mieris  and  Ge- 
rard Houw  ;-^humorous  and  characteristic  sceties  of 
*  olden  time*  in  the  style  of  Tcniers,  Braawer,  and 
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Ostade ;— and  vivid  portraitures  of  men  and  manners 
'  living  as  they  rise/  by  contemporary  masters  of  the 
first  celebrity. 

To  drop  the  metaphor — success  has  been,  and  ever 
will  be,  with  us,  a  fresh  stimulus  to  exertion^  and  we 
think  the  present  volume  a  sufficient  proof  of  pur 
anxiety  to  deserve  the  encouragement  we  have  re- 
ceived: we  allude  particularly  to  the  Introduction^ 
containing  'A  Brief  History  op  English  Sa- 
cred Poetry*— a  subject  of  deep  interest,  and  as 
yet  untouched  by  dny  preceding  writer.  Among  the 
other  novelties  may  be  mentioned,  some  interesting 
ornithological  sketches  by  our  valued  correspondent 
from  the  Banks  of  the  Severn-^ Memoirs  of  several 
Mying Authors— and someVLighia  to  Paraassus  not  yet 
viewed  through  any  'Telescope/  And,  as  it  has 
always  been  our  plan  to  mix  the  useful  unth  the 
agreeable,  an  '  Account  of  the  principal  Culinaihf 
Vegetables,*  with  anecdotes  illustrative  of  their  several 
qualities,  and  directions  as  to  their  mode  of  culture, 
forms  one  of  the  entremdts  of  our  literary  repa$t.  fVe 
have  also,  this  year,  increased  the  number  of  our  em- 
bellishments— and,  beside  the  allegorical  frontispiece, 
which  uHU  speak  for  itself,  we  have  added  an  interest- 
ihg  FdC'Simile, — and  what,  we  think,  will  be  accept- 
able to  all,---a  Christmas  Carol,  written  expressly 
for  this  work  by  the  Author  of  the  Introduction,  and 
set  to  music  by  an  eminent  composer. 


London, 
Nov.  ^2, 1834. 
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INQUISITION  OF  THJB  YEAR; 

^n  SntroDfuctortif  )9oem 

FOU  THE  TWfiLFTH  VOLUME  OF  TIME'S  TELESCOPE, 
By  J.  H.  WIFFEN. 


Z7«y  laUo  day  tUterah  speech,  and  ntglU  unto  night  ahewth  knowledge, 

Psatm  XIX,  S. 


I. 


GONE  is  another  year ; 

And  on  tbe  brow  severe 
Of  chill  November  the  funereal  yew, 

Holly  and  laurustlne, 

And  ivy,  whose  sad  vine 
Loves  the  lorn  ruin,  wreathe  a  green  adieu 
To  the  sweet  hours  of  Autumn,  and  tiie  play 
Of  jocund  feeling  passed,  like  leaves,  to  swift  decay. 


II. 


What  makes  me  sad?  the  swell 

Of  tiiat  lone  curfew  bell 
Heard  in  the  l^ses  of  the  moaning  wind, 

Tolling  with  voice  profound 

Of  darkness  gathered  round. 
Or,  it  may  be,  of  death,  with  woe  combined? 
No !  I  have  loVed,  long  loved  to  hear  its  dirge 
Ring  through  these  sable  pines  across  the  weltering  surge. 


Digitized  by  VnOOQ  iC 


XX  THE  INQUISITION  OF  THE  TEAR^ 


m. 

What  makes  me  sad  ?  the  rain 

Beating^  the  wintry  pane. 
Murmuring  of  peace,  and  flowers,  and  sanshlne  fled  ? 

No!  for  my  lamp  is  lit. 

And  the  bright  p^ge  of  Wit, 
History  and  Song,  before  my  mind  is  spread, 
And  passing  well  its  minute-echoes  chime 
With  the  light  laugh  of  wit,  the  gay  romance  of  rhyme- 


IV. 


No !  'tis  the  serious  scroll 

These  speeding  hours  unrol 
To  the  clear  view  of  busy  conscience,  prest 

To  look  with  glance  austere 

Through  the  departed  year 
On  the  past  thoughts  and  passions  of  my  breast ! 
What  have  we  done,  what  toiled  for  since  the  knoll 
Of  the  last  Christmas  bell  sent  sweetness  to  the  soul? 


What  have  we  toiled  for  ?  Fame? 

The  echo  of  a  name 
To  be  forgot  with  easy  unconcern. 

When  the  quick  flame  whose  ray 

Illumes  our  thinking  clay 
JFades,  and  we  shrink  into  the  quiet  am, 
No  more  on  this  poor  stage  to  smile  or  sigh 
At  Woman's  flattering  voice  or  Man's  ascetic  eye  I 
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VI. 

Power?  Riches?  see  we  not 

Rank's  gilded  sceptres  rot 
Like  the  cbori's  staff,  and  the  delusive  gleam 

Of  gold  melt  off  and  iea¥o 

The  sool  it  would  deceive. 
Dark  and  alarmed  as  in  a  feverish  dream 
We  sometimes  feel  ourselves,  till  on  her  rack 
Fancy  can  bear  no  more,  bat  shrieks  the  vision  back  ? 

vn. 

Or  have  we  placed  oar  pride 

In  a  fair  fidse  oataide. 
Masking  onr  better  thoughts^  lest  they  should  be 

Obnoxious  to  the  throng 

With  whom  we  sport  along, 
More  like  the  simple  fly  than  noble  bee, 
Whose  golden  toils  endure  ?  why  shonld  we  joy 
In  what  the  first  rude  breath  of  sickness  will  destroy  ? 

VIII. 

Mark  bat  that  fleeting  thing. 

The  thistle's  down,  whose  wing^ 
Whirled  by  the  light  breeze,  fluctoates  here  and  there; 

Now  on  the  wave — the  hill — 

TheJiouse-top— never  still. 
Bat  in  each  eddy  of  the  vagrant  air 
Circling  abrupt!  are  we,  who  have  our  birth 
Piom  heaven,  for  ever  thus  to  make  a  toy  of  earth  ? 
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IX. 


Alas,  if  so  we  tread 

This  dwelling  of  the  dead ! 
I'bis  globe,  whose  dust  is  peopled  with  the  spoils 

Of  twice  two  thousand  jears  I  . 

Some  serious  thoughts  and  tears 
Rise  at  the  image,  and  Reflection  coils 
Into  a  little  ring,  to  thiok  what  one 
More  xear  may  make  of  us,  ere  half  its  course  be  ran. 


X. 


Alas !  if  so  we  waste 

llie  springs  of  duty,  graced 
As  they  faa?e  been,  and  are,  witii  such  a  flow 

Of  innocent  delight; 

When  wrong  would  yield  to  r^ht, 
Shall  we  then  spurn  the  inward  dictate?  No! 
Duties,  like  wayside  flowers,  but  grow  to  do 
The  freeborn  gatherer  good,  and  cure  the  ills  we  rue. 


XI. 


Flow  forth,  then— let  me  weep 

That  I  have  lulled  asleep 
So  many  glorious  promptings,  such  desires 

After  immortal  things, — 

Some  seraph  with  spread  wings, 
Fluttering  from  Eden,  sure  my  soul  inspires 
Henceforth  to  strike  with  zeal  the  tempter  down ; 
Ue  best  may  brook  the  Cross  whose  eye  regards  the  Crown! 
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XII. 

What  is  the'  unceasing  roll 

Of  years  to  him  whose  soul 
Looks  back  rejoicing  on  a  life  well  spent^ 

And  forward  with  the  trust, 

That  when  his  mortal  dust 
Blends  with  the  disregarded  element 
Of  air  or  earth,  Itself  shall  reach  a  clime 
That  mocks  at  once  the  scythe  and  telescope  of  Time  ? 

XIII. 

Haste  then,  stem  charioteer 

Of  Earth !  though  in  thy  rear 
The  wreck  of  human  schemes  and  hopes  lie  strevvu, 

Temples,  and  towers,  and  thrones, 

And  melancholy  bones 
Of  generaticws  dead,  and  sceptres  hewn 
To  odious  dust,  before  thee,  Faith  and  Joy 
Wait  with  uplifted  arm  thy  triumphs  to  destroy. 

XIV. 

But  THOU,  at  whose  right  hand 

The  Hours  obedient  standi 
Ancient  of  Days!  to  gentle  mercy  won, 

Send  down  thy  blameless  Dove, 

To  fill  us  with  thy  love  ;— 
Breathe  in  our  breasts  the  spirit  of  thy  Son  ! 
For  without  this  the  Year  will  leave  again 
Relics  alone  of  guilt,  and'mournfulness,  and  paiu  I 

WOBURN  ABBEY,  1824. 
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TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  '  TIME'S  TELESCOPE/ 
BY  ALEXANDER  BALFOUR, 

Author  of  *  Contemplation  and  other  Poems/ 


[The  following  extract  qfa  Utter  from  Mr.  Balfour,  addre$$ed  to  his  friend  Mr. 
Wro.  Brodie«  €f  AUoa,  North  Britain,  trill  explain  the  oecasion  on  which  these 
Stanzas  were  penned^  and  cffer  the  best  apology  the  Editor  can  gioe  for  the  in. 
troduction  qf  this  elegant  tribute,  which  so  admirably  delineates  the  olffecis, 
scopes  and  tendency  qfhis  humble  labours*  *  In  early  /(fe.  Timers  TUesccpe  would 
have  been  to  me  an  inestimable  treasure;  and  even  now  it  has  recalled  so  manp 
of  my  youthful  pleasures,  arut  delineated  so  much  upon  which  my  mind  Hill 
dweUs  xrith  melancholy  delight,  nearly  albed  to  that  which  Ossian  terms  the 
**  Joy  Ofg^^"  *^^ot  it  has  induced  me  to  address  the  Editor  in  rhyme,  qf  which 
I  annex  a  copy*  You  are  fully  aware  that  I  am  no  flatterer  either  qf 
editors  or  authors  ;  besides  the  gentleman  whom  I  nam  address  is  a  stranger,  one 
from  whom  I  have  nothing  either  to  hope  or  fear :  my  stanzas  are  not  thtt^mre 
to  be  considered  as  a  cioil  compliment,  but  to  be  understood  UteraUy,  and  bonSL 
tide,  as  an  ^ffUsion  called  forth  by  taking  a  peep  through  ^  Timers  Telescope,** 
and  as  expressing  my  opinion  qf  that  publication,  which  deserves  to  be  generally, 
I  roould  my  universally,  known,  Such  being  my  feelings,  if  you  consider  the 
accompanying  verses  in  any  degree  calculated  to  promote  that  desideratum,  you 
cn-e  at  Uberty  to  give  them  what  publicity  you  please  ;  not  for  any  literary  fame 
which  they  could  procure  for  tne,  as  you  know  J  have  better  claims  upon  the 
public.  Perhaps,  the  better  way  would  be  to  forward  them  to  the  Editor^  that 
he  may  use  them  in  any  way  he  may  think  most  eUgible^-^Edlnbur^,  99th 
Oct.  IBM.] 


I. 


Historian',  minstrel,  philosophic  sage, 
Of  moralizing,  maltifarious  lore, 
I  hail,  with  joy,  thy  ever-pleasing  page, 
Delighted  all  its  treasures  to  explore, 
And  richly  banquet  on  its  varied  store ; 
I  read  and  pause — and  muse,  and  read  again, 
And  still  return,  with  new  delight,  to  pore. 
Thy  regular,  yet  ever  rambling,  pen 
Displays  the  works  of  God  ;  records  the  deeds  of  men. 


y  Google 


ADDRBSS  TO  THE  BDITOR.  XXV 


11. 


I  there  behold,  in  Telescopic  view, 
The  countless  clianns  of  Nature's  changing  foce  ; 
Thy  pleasant  gQidance  leads  my  fancy  through 
The  Tast,  illimitable  fields  of  space. 
Hiere,  with  a  rapid  glance,  the  eye  can  trace 
The  various  paths  which  reckless  mortals  tread  ; 
Ambition  some,  and  others  Pleasure  chase ;  • 
Both,  while  they  grasp,  oft  find  the  phantoms  fled. 
Remorse,  with  serpent  sting,  still  hissing  in  their  stead. 

111. 

And  there  I  find,  by  faithful  hand  portrayed, 
The  stnditous  plodder,  wasting  midnight  oil, 
Who,  patient,  hides  in  academic  shade. 
Enriching  nations  with  his  treasured  spoil: 
And  there,  the  traveller's  unwearied  toil 
As  in  a  mirror  is  displayed  to  view ; 
Men,  manners,  products  of  each  foreign  soil, 
Things  rich  and  rare^  and  wonderful  and  new. 
Concentrated,  compressed ;  yet  still  distinct  and  true* 

IV. 

And  thou  hast  culled  with  care  and  cunning  skill, 
To  grace  thy  page,  foil  many  a  pleasing  song ; 
The  nkinstrePs  harp  obedient  to  thy  will. 
Or  softly  sweet,  wild,  or  sublimely  strong :     - 
As  in  the  grove,  we  hear  the  woodland  throng. 
As  various  to  the  ear  as  to  the  eye ; 
Their  mingling  notes  on  echo  borne  along. 
This  softly  falls,  that  swells  in  triumph  high ; 
Still,  the  foil  chorus  blends  in  perfect  harmony. 
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.Y. 


But,  chief,  with  thee  'tis  luy  delight  to  rove 
Amidst  the  richness  of  the  rural  scene; 
On  heathrclad  hill,  deep  in  the  shady  j^roTC, 
On  sea-beat  shore,  in  felds  and  meadows  green ; 
On  ruin  hoar,  or  some  grey  rock  to  lean, 
And  through  thy  magic  glass  gaze  on  the  past ;       -      ' 
While  busy  Memory  whispers  what  has  been. 
When  all  arottnd  my  wandering  eyes  were  casi^ 
And  all  the  landscape  smiled,  one  beauteous  bonndleM  vast* 


VL 


And  still  thy  panoramic  picture  charms, 
And  bids  me  try  to  toaoh  the  trembling  string ; 
I  fqndly  gaze— my  withered  bosom  warms — 
And  seems  to  breathe  the  balmy^sweets  of  Spring  ! 
I  hear  around  the  rocks  and  Tallies  ring, 
With  all  the  gladness  of  the  Temal  morn ; 
The  skylark  warbling  on  his  viewless  wing, 
The  linnet,  on  some  slender  spray  upborne ; 
I  see  the  blackbird,  blithe,  hop  on  the  blossomed  thorn. 

VII. 

Yes,  it  is  pleasant  in  thy  page  to  read 
Of  all  the  charms  that  deck  the  opietiing  year, 
The  primrose  bs^nky  greenhedge  and  daisied  mead; 
The  scented  birch,  to  yonthlul  lovers  dear. 
That  nods. above  the  streamlet  mnnnaring  clear; 
The  whistling  plown^in  ait  his  blithe  employ, 
The  ceaseless  oawing  in  the  rookery  near, 
Lambs  leaping  lights  and  cbeerfal  han:ow«lN»y--^ 
An  Nature  seems  alive  to  universal  joy. 
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vni. 

With  thee  again  I  broih  the  Summer  d«w, 
That  shines  and  sparkles  in  the  morning  ray, 
When  up  the  welkin,  bright  in  cloudless  bhie, 
On  golden  oar  ascends  the  lord  of  day ; 
Then  o'er  the  fragrant  clover  field  I  stray, 
Beneath  the  §^tyounof  a  sultry  sky ; 
Or  lay  me,  listless,  on  the  new-made  hay. 
The  cheeifnl  lads  and  lasses  toiling  nigh, 
Health  on  each  maiden's  cheek,  love  laughing  in  her  eye. 

IX. 

How  sweet,  the  Son  just  sinking  in  the  west. 
When  Zephyr  breathes  in  aromatic  sighs, 
Expires  upon  the  lily's  spotless  breast. 
Or  on  the  half-blown  rose-bud's  bosom  dies ! 
When  evening  gilds  the  glowing  twilight  skies 
With  purple  curtain  fringed  with  burning  gold. 
What  bliss,  from  Summer's  flowery  lap  to  rise. 
Her  sweets  to  taste,  her  splendours  to  behold. 
Above,  below,  around,-Hich  glories  manifold  ! 


X. 


Nor  less  delightful  is  tiie  chaster  grace. 
The  matron  smile  by  beauteous  Autumn  worn ; 
When  she,  with  gladness  in  her  modest  face, 
Her  treasures  pours  from  Amalthea's  horn ; 
Her  blushing  fruita  the  sunny  walls  adorn, 
Wlnle  eveiy  valley  seems  to  laugh  and  sing> 
When  Plenty  waves  her  fields  of  yellow  corn; 
Rejoicing  wide  her  liberal  stores  to  fling. 
While  swells  the  peasant's  heart,  a  happy  rural  king. 
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XI. 


Again  I  see  the  joyoas  band  at  noon 
Reap  the  rich  treasure  from  the  sloping  dale ; 
And  meet  them  blithe  beneath  the  harvest  moon. 
When  Labour^s  loud  laagfa  echoes  o'er  the  vale^ 
Or  maiden's  song  floats  on  the  evening  gale  ; 
Perhaps,  beneath  the  hawthorn  on  the  plain. 
She  fondly  listens  to  the  tender  tale. 
Or  sighed,  or  whispered  by  some  faithful  swain. 
Who  long  in  love  has  pined,  enamoured  of  the  pain. 

XII. 

And  Winter,  too,  has  pleasures  to  impart, 
When  Time,  who  ceaseless  speeds  his  swift  career. 
With  gloomy  skies  sheds  sadness  o/er  the  heart. 
That,  pondering,  muses  on  the  closing  year: 
His  Christmas  gambols  and  his  varied  cheer 
With  harmless  mirth  exhilarate  the  mind ; 
Each  sigh  suppressed,  and  checked  each  starting  tear. 
With  chaplets  fair  the  tyranf  s  brows  we  bind, 
Leap  lightly  o'er  the  flaor,  and  cast  our  cares  behind. 

XIII. 

Such  is  the  feast  by  Nature's  hand  prepared. 
Around  her  board  rich  flowery  garlands  hung ; 
And  such  the  sweets  I  have  with  rapture  shared, 
When  rich  in  health,  and  life  and  love  were  young  I 
Ah  me !  they  now  but  falter  on  my  tongue. 
Though  thou  hast  waked  them  with  thy  witching  pen ; 
Forgot  the  cares  by  which  my  heart  is  wrung. 
While  Fancy  leads  me  to  the  rural  glen. 
And,  for  a  moment  blest,  I  live  them  o'er  again. 


y  Google 


BY  A1.BXANDSR   BALFOUR.  XXIX 


Alas !  it  will  not  laftt — these  {ev^ly  forms. 
Gay  fairy  scenes^  a&<jl  balcyoa  skie»  ^e  fled ; 
And  witiiering  blasts,  wild  as  tby  wiiil«r  storms. 
Are  now,  relentless^  howling  o'er  my  h^ad ! 
Yet  while  I  sigh  o'er  Sammer  blossoms  shed, 
Let  me  above  such  earthrteni  plelwires  rise. 
While,  led  by  thee,  a  noblejr  path  I  tread, 
For  thou  wilt,  kindly^  guide  my  wondering  eyes 
To  yonder  rolling  orbs— thie  glories  of  the  skies. 

XV. 

With  thee  I'll  mark  Sun,  Moon^  and  twinkling  Star; 
And  try  each  Planet's  Yi|rying  path  to  trace. 
From  Mercnry  to  tb^  Georgiion  Sidus,  far 
In  widened  orb,  w;bo  runs  his  constant  race : 
With  Fancy  musingy  range  through  boundless  spacer 
Where  other  suns  and  systems  roll  unknown ; 
nil  even  Imagim^ttony  in  the  chase 
Fatigued  and  lost,  is  yaoquished  aisd  o'erthrown, 
And  bends  with  bumble  awe  before  the  eternal  throne. 

XVI. 

I  then  with  thee  will  sagely  moralize 
Cer  all  this  beauteous  universal  plan ; 
How  great,  how  glorious,  wondrous,  good  and  wise* 
The  One  First  Cause  !— how  ignorant  is  man ! 
£lind  and  unskilled  the  ways  of  Heaven  to  scan  ; 
An  insect,  sporting  in  the  summer  beam ; 
-His  breath  a  vapour,  and  his  time  a  span — 
A  fiiding  flower— the  fleeting  meteor^s  gleam ; 
And  every  earthly  bliss  an  evanescent  dream ! 

C2 
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XVII. 

^et  though  his  day  be  short^  his  eveoing  (dark. 
And  deep  the  grave  that  closes  life's  sojoam, 
There  is  a  gem— a  bright  immortal  spark. 
Another  Spring  shall  yet  to  man  retam ; 
And  he  shall  Wake  to  triamph  o'er  the  urn ! 
When  seas  are  dry,  and  '  mountains  melt  away/ 
When  systems  cease  to  roll,  and  suns  to  bunt. 
And  Time  for  ever  has  resigned  his  sway. 
The  renovated  soul  shall  rise  to  Listing  day ! 

XVUI. 

Yet  point  thy  Telescope,  and  still  unfold 
New  forms,  rare  objects  to  the  gazer's  sight ; 
And  there,  delighted,  may  they  still  behold 
The  whole  reflected  in  translucent  light. 
Pure  as  the  dews  of  nkoni,  as  noontide  bright: 
Mlien  Virtue  is  in  Time's  long  vista  viewed. 
Still  blend,  for  youth,  instruction  with  delight ; 
For  them  be  Truth  in  floweiy  paths  pursued ; 
While  helpless  age,  like  inine,  finds  early  joys  renewed ! 
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A   BRIEF  HISTORY 

OP 

ENGLISH  SACRED    POETRY, 

BY  RICHARD  RYAN,  * 

AUTHOR  OF  <  POEMS  ON  SACRED  SUBJECTS,*  &C. 


It  is  gratifying  to  observe,  that,  no  sooner  did 
England  emerge  from  barbarism^  and  was  removed 
from  immediate  oppression  and  want,  than  the  fa- 
culties of  her  sons  expanded,  and,  imbibing  Hie  inj9u- 
ence  of  surrounding  scenery  and  circumstances^  their 
songs,  which  before  expressed  mere  animal  passions 
and  superstitions  of  the  lowest  kind,  assumed  a  moire 
dignifi^  character.— The  following  Brief  Sketch  is 
designed  to  show  tiie  rapid  increase  of  these  powers, 
which^  while  they  refine  the  heart,  enlarge  the  sphere 
of  intellectual  enjoyment. 

CHAUCER— LYDGATE—SKELTON— EARL  OF 
SURREY— SIR  THOMAS  WYAT. 

Oboffrby  Chaucbr,  who  has  been  appropriately 
termed  ^The  Morning  Star  of  English  Poetry,'  al- 
though, in  too  many  instances,  polluting  the  stream 
of  verse  with  gross  indecencies,  for  which  it  mtlst  be 
confessed  ^e  manners  of  llie  tinies  offer  seme-  ex- 
cuse, composed  two  pieces  of  Sacred  Poetry — The 
Lamentacion  of  Mary  Magdakyne,  and  A  Balade  in 
Commendation  of  our  Lady.  These,  it  is  true,  cannot 
compare  with  his  Canterbury  Tales  and  other  less 
serious  productions;  yet  they  contain  several  pas- 
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sag^s  of  considerable  beauty^  and  prove  that,  al- 
though the  former  were  more  congenial  to  his  taste, 
this  rsdler  at  the  monks  and  their  delusions  was  no 
foe  to  religion,  nor  was  he  insensible  to  its  claims 
upon  Poetry,  or  to  the  charms  which  the  Muse  was 
capable  of  casting  around  it. 

The  three  following  Stanzas  are  selected  from  The 
Lamentacion  of  Mary  Magdaleyne : — 

Within  myne  herte  is  impressed  fnl  sore 

His  royal  forme,  his  shappe,  bis  semelynesse, 

His  porte,  his  chere,  his  goodnesse  evermore, 

His  noble  persone  with  ai  gentylnesse ) 

He  is  the  welle  of  al  parfytenesse, 

The  very  redemer  of  al  mankynde; 

Him  love  I  best  with  hert,  soule,  and  mynde. 

In  his  absence  my  paynes  ful  bytter  be, 
Right  Wei  I  maye.it  fele  nowe  inwardly; 
No  wonder  is  though  they  hurte  or  slee  me, 
They  cause  me  to  crye  so  rewfully ; 
Myne  herte  oppressed  is  so  wonderfully 
dnely  for  him,  wbicbe  is  so  bright  of  blee: 
Alas!  I  trowe  I  sbal  Urn  neuer  se. 

My  joye  is  translate  ful  farre  in  exile. 
My  mvithe  ia  chaunged  into  paynes  colde,' 
My  lyre  I  thynke  endureth  but  awhyle, 
Anguysshe  and  payne.is  that  I  beholde: 
Wherfore  my  handes  thus  I  wringe  and  folde. 
Into  this  grave  I  loke,  I  cal,  I  pray ; 
Dethe  remayneth,  and  lyfe  is.  borne  away. 

To  Chaucer  succeeded  John  Lydg at£.  He  was 
a  priest  and  a  monk  of  the  Benedictine  Abbey  of 
Bnry  in  Suffolk.  He  was  an  author  of  very  varied 
powers^  as  he  seems  to  have  written  ballads,  hynms, 
ladicrous  stories,  legends,  romances,  and  allegories, 
with  equal  facility,  but  not  always  (if  we  may  judge 
froon  the  following  specimen)  with  equal  felicity;-^ 
these  verses  are  selected  from  his 

CaSTELL  of  lUBOURE. 

God  knoweth  playne  and  clerely 
Mannes  mynde,  thought,  and  coarage ; 
For  he  by  his  grace  inefikbly 
Madii»  bym  like  to  Ida  owMO  imitge. 
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Sholdett  tfaoa  notthan  do  faym  hoiiiag<^, 
Wicke  bath  the  gyyiDii  so  grate  a  benefyoe, 
Pasaynge  all  other  in  accaimtage, 
That  isy  the  realme  of  Paradyse  ? 


The  AuDgelies  shall  thejr  trumpettes  blowe, 
Callynge  man  to  the  Jagement ; 
Than  every  man  full  well  shall  knowe 
How  that  he  here  his  lyfe  hiith  spent. 
With  an  bygh  voyce  that  Lorde  omnipotent 
Shall  call  my  servanntes  w^  hym  to  dwell ; 
The  hadde  all  pensyf— woo — and  dolent. 
Perpetually  shall  be  dampnied  to  hell. 

John  S&blton.— From  the  title  of  some  of  his 
works,  we  are  led  to  infer  that  be  was  Poet  Laureate 
(which,  in  those  days,  was  an  Academical  Degree) 
to  King  Henry  VHP. 

Be  wrote  three  short  Sacred  Poems,  entitled  Prayers 
'  To  ike  Father  ofHeauen — To  the  seconds  Parsone — 
To  the  Holy  Ghosf — the  first  we  present  our  readers 
with: — 

A  Prayer  to  the  Father  of  Hbauen. 

O  radiant  Luminary  of  light  interminable. 
Celestial  Father,  potenciall  God  of  night, 
O  Heauen  and  Earthe,  O  Lorde  incomperabIe» 
Of  all  perfections  the  essenciall,  most  petfig^te; 
O  Maker  of  mankind,  that  fonnd  day  and  night, 
Whose  power  imperial  eomprehendeth  euery  place» 
Mine  hart,  my  mind,  my  though^  my  hole  delight, 
Is  after  this  lyfe  to  see  thy  glorious  face* 

Whose  magnificenee  is  incomprehensible, 

Al  arguments  of  reason  which  far  doth  excede ; 

Whose  deite  doutles  is  indivisible. 

From  whom  al  goodnes  and  vertue  doth  prooede ; 

Of  tiiy  support  al  creatures  have  nede. 

Assist  me,  good  Lord,  and  graunt  me  of  thy  grace 

To  Hue  to  thy  pleasure  in  word,  thought,  and  dede, 

And  after  this  lyfe  to  see  thy  glorious  face. 

■  Mr.  Gifford  is  of  opinion,  that  <  he  was  perhaps  the  best  scholar 
of  his  day,  and  displays,  on  many  occasions,  strong  powers  of  dc- 
ftcriptidny  and  a  vein  of  poetry,'  &c,  &c. 
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The  ufifortimate  Earl  op  Surrby^  so  celebrated 
as  an  Amatory  Poet^  translated  JEccfesterstes  and  cer^ 
tain  Psalms— hut,  as  they  are  long  and  very  unequal, 
we  do  not  deem  it  worthwhile  to  preseitt  our  readers 
with  an  extract  from  any  portion  of  them. 

SirThomas  Wy  AT,  who  also  flourished  at  the  same 
period,  put  into  ^  Englyshe  Meter  certayn  Psalmes 
chosen  out  of  (he  Psalter  of  David,  commonly  e  called 
thee  vU  PenytentiaU  Psalmes.'  These  we  only  make 
one  brief  extract  from,  by  which  the  reader  will  be 
enabled  to  fohn  a  judgment  of  the  execution  of  the 
whole. 

Psalm  CXI. 

Lord,  beare!  my  praier,  and  let  my- cry©  passe 

Unto  thee,  Lord,  withoiit  impediment ; 

Do  not  from  me  tonrne  thy  mefcyfal  face, 

Unto  myselfe  leauyng^e  my  ^oiiernment : 

In  time  of  trouble  and  adversytye , 

Enclyne  unto  me  thyne  eare  and  tbync  entente ^ 

Such  were  the  principal  Poets  who  struct  the  Harp 
of  Zion  in  England  previous  to  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth: it  will  be  perceived,  by  the  extracts  we  have 
given  from  them,  that  their  works  were  character* 
ized  by  the  defects  of  their  age,  and  that  the  two 
hundred  years  which  tiiis  period  comprehends,  offer 
but  few  poetic  gems  worthy  of  presenting  to  the  ad*- 
mirers  of  Sacred  Poesy. 


SPENSER  — ALEXANDER  HUME  — SIR  PHILIP  SID- 
NEY—COUNTESS OF  PEMBROKE— SIR  WALTER 
RALEIGH—  SYLVESTER— DRAYTON  —  SIR  JOHN 
DA  VIES  — SIR  H.  WOTTON— DR.  JOSEPH  HALL- 
DONNE- BEN  JONSON. 

Edmund  Spenser^  the  most  fanciful  of  English 
Poets,  whose  '  Fairy  Queen'  still  reigns  supreme  in 
Fiction's  wide  domain,  has  however  stronger  and  more 
pleasing  claims  on  out. attention  as  the  author  of  some 
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of  tiie  finest  religions  poetry  we  have  met  with  in  our 
language  ot  in  any  ot^er.  His  Hymns  of  Heavenly 
Love  and  of  Heavenly-  Beauty  abound  with  the  most 
splendid  Hioughts  and  sublime  imagery^  clothed  in 
language  worthy  of  so  ennobling  a  theme ;  and  although 
it  appears  probable  that  they  have  not  at  any  time  ex- 
cited so  intense  an  interest  as  his  imaginative  verses, 
yet  they  deserve  (if  considered  merely  as  Poems)  an 
equal  share  of  praise,  and,  we  think,  cannot  fail  to 
elicit  from  every  reader  the  warmest  feelings  of  ad- 
miration towardsthe  lofty  geniu9that  composed  them. 
We  select  the  following  stanzas  from  the  superior 
poem,  only  regretting  that  our  limited  space  precludes 
the  possibility  of  our  giving  the  whole. 

Ah  Hymne  of  Heavenly  Love. 

Love !  lift  me  up  upon  tby  golden  wings 
From  this  base  world  unto  tiiy  Heavens  higbt, 
Where  I  may  see  those  admirable  things 
Which  there  thou  workest  by  thy  soveraine  might, 
Fanre  above  feeble  reach  of  earthly  sight, 
TJiat  I  thereof  an  heavenly  Hymne  may  sing 
Unto  the  Grod  of  love,  bigh  Heaven's  King. 


Before  this  world's  great  frame,  in  which  al  things 
Are.  now  contained,  found  any  being,  place, 
Mre  flitting  Time  could  wag  his  eyas  wings 
About  that  mighty  bound  which  doth  embrace 
The  rolling  spheres,  and  parts  their  houres  by  space, 
Tliat  High  Eternal  Powre  which  now  doth  move 
In  all  these  things,  moved  in  it  seUe  by  love. 

It  loved  itselfe,  because  itselfe  was  faire, 
(For  f«ure  is  loved)  and  of  itself  begot, 
Like  to  itselfe,  bis  eldest  Sonne  and  Heire, 
£temall,  pure,  and  void  of  sinfull  blot. 
The  firstiii^  of  his  joy,  in  whom  no  jpt 
Of  Loves  dislikes  or  pride  was  to  be  found, 
Whome  He  therefore  with  equall  bonour  crowud. 

With  him  he  ndgnd  before  all  time  prescribed 
In  endiesse  glory  and  immortall  might. 
Together  with  that  Third  from  them  derived, 
Most  wise,  most  holy,  most  almightie  spright ; 


y  Google 


XSXyi  1.NTROJ0UCTIW. 


Whose  kingdomes  throne,  no  thoughts  of  earthly  wight 
Can  comprehend^  much  lesse  my  trembling  verse 
With  equall  words  can  hope  it  to  reherse. 

Yet  O,  most  blessed  Spirit !  pure  Lampe  of  Light, 
Etemall  Spring  of  Graee,  and  Wisedom  trew, 
Vouchsafe  to  shed  into  my  barren  spright 
Some  little  drop  of  thy  celestiall  dew. 
That  may  my  rymes  with  sweet  infuse  embrew, 
And  give  me  words  equall  unto  my  thought 
To  tell  thee  marveiles  by  thy  mercie  wrought. 
n^  ^  *  *  l^ 

#  ♦  ♦  #  ♦ 

To  them>  the  Heayens  illimitable  height 
(Not  this  round  Heaven,  which  we  from  hence  behold 
Adomd  with  thousand  Lamps  of  burning  light, 
And  with  ten  thousand  gemmes  of  shyning  gold) 
He  gave  as  their  inheritance  to  hold, 
,  That  they  might  serve  him  in  etemall  blis, 
And  be  partakers  of  those  joyes  of  his. 

There  they  in  their  trinall  triplicities 
About  Him  wait,  and  on  His  will  depend^ 
Either  vrith  nimble  wings  to  cut  the  skies, 
When  He  them  on  His  messages  doth  send, 
Or  His  owne  dread  Presence  to  attend ; 
Where  they  behold  the  glorie  of  His  Light, 
And  caroll  hymnes  of  Love  both  day  and  night 

Both  day  and  night  is  unto  them  all  one. 
For  He  His  beames  doth  unto  them  extend ; 
The  Darknesse  there  appearetii  never  none, 
Ne  hath  Hieir  day,  ne  hath  their  blisse  an  end : 
But  there  their  termelesse  time  in  pleasure  spend ; 
Ne  ever  should  their  happinesse  decay, 
Had  not  they  dard  their  Lord  to  disobay. 
♦     -  •  ♦ 

In  the  same  admirable  strain  the  inspired  poet  goes 
on  to  depict  the  sufferings  of  onr  Redeemer,  and 
concludes  the  Hymn  by  the  following  impressive 
adjuration  to  the  reader: — 

Then  let  thy  flinty  hart  that  feels  no  paine 
Empierced  be  with  pittifiill  remorse, 
Ana  let  thy  bowels  bleede  in  every,  vaine 
At  sight  of  His  most  sacred  heavenly  corse, 
So  tome  and  mangled  with  malicious  forse ; 

'  The  Angels. 
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And  let  thy  soule,  wbose  sins  Hia  9orrQWs  wrooglit, 
Melt  into  teares  and  grone  in  grieved  thought 

With  sence  whereof,  whitest  so  thy  softened  spirit 
Is  inly  toucht  and  humbled  witib  meeke  zeale, 
Through  meditatioi^  of  his  endlesse  merits 
Lift  up  thy  mind  to  th*  Author  of  thy  ^eale, 
And  to  His  soveraine  mercie  dpe  appeale: 
Leame  Him  to  love  that  loved  thee  so  deare, 
And  in  thy  breast  His  blessed  image  beare. 

With  all  thy  hart,  with  all  thy  soule  and  mind, 
Though  must  Him  love,  and  His  beheastes  embrace ; 
All  o&er  Lovfss  with  which  the  world  doth  blind, 
Weake  fancies,  and  stirre  up  affections  base, 
Thou  must  renounce  and  utterly  displace. 
And  give  thyselfe  unto  Him  full  and  free. 
That  full  and  freely  gave  Himselfe  to  thee. 

/Then  shalt  thou  feele  thy  spirit  so  possessed, 
And  ravisht  with  devouring  g^eat  desire 
Of  His  dear  selfe,  that  shall  thy  feeble  breast 
Inflame  with  Love,  and  set  thee  all  on  fire 
With  burning  zeale  through  every  part  entire, 
That  in  no  earthly  thing  dou  shaJt  delight 
But  in  'His  sweet  and  amiable  sight. 

Thenceforth  all  world's  desijre  will  in  thee  dye. 
And  all  Earthe's  Glorie  on  which  men  do  gaze 
Seeme  durt  and  drosse  in  thy  pure-sighted  eye, 
Compard  to  that  celestiall  beauties  blaze 
Whose  glorious  beames  all  fleshly  sense  doth  daze' 
'  With  admiration  of  their  passing  light, 
Blinding  the  eyes  and  lumining  the  sprite. 

•  Then  shall  thy  ravisht  soule  inspired  bee 
With  heavenly  thoughts  faire  above  humane  skil, 
And  thy  bright  radiant  eyes  shall  plainely  see 
Th'  Idee  of  His  pure  glorie  present  still 
Before  thy  face,  that  all  thy  spirits  shall  fill 
With  sweet  enragement  of  celestiall  Love, 
Kindled  thro'  sight  of  those  faire  things  above 

Alexander  Hume,  the  first  native  of  Scotland 
we  have  had  occastion  to  mention^  was  a  rigid  Calvin- 
ist ;  hut  not  even  the  gloomy  influence  of  the  times 
conld  entirely  eradicate  his  poetic  imaginings^  as  is 
amply  proved  by  the  following  stanzas  from  his 

>  Dazzle. 

d  ' 


Digitized  by  VnOOQ  iC 


XXXTUl  INTRODUCTION. 


Thanks  fw  «  Summer's  Day. 
O  Perfect  Light,  which  S»baid  away 

The  Darkness  from  the  light, 
And  set  a  rofer  o'er  the  Day, 

Another  o'er  the  Night ; 
Thy  glory,  when  the  day  forth  flies, 

More  vively  does  appear, 
'Nor  at  Midday  anto  our  eyes 

The  shining  san  is  clear. 

•  «.  « 

•  #  • 
Ob!  sure  it  were  a  seemly  thing, 

While  all  is  still  and  calm, 
The  praise  of  Glod  to  play  and  sing 

With  Trumpet  and  with  Psalm. 
Through  all  the  Land  great  is  the  ^Id 

Of  rustic  folks  that  cry, 
Of  bleating  sheep,  fra  they  be  filled ; 

Of  eahres  and  Fowting  kye. 

All  Labourers  draw  hame  at  even, 

And  can  to  others  say. 
Thanks  to  the  gracious  God  of  Heaven, 

^Whilk  sent  this  summer  day ! 

SIR  PHIUP  SIDNEY  AND  TUB  COUNTESS  OF 
PBMBROkE. 

Of  Sir  Philip  Sidnry>  (hat  true  pattem  of  a 
perfect  gentlemioi^  whOj  to  the  accomplislmeats  of 
a  scholar  and  a  coortier^  and  the  romantie  gaUantry 
of  a  Preiix  Chevalier,  united  a  fi^vency  of  devotion 
which  the  modem  fine  gentleman  affects  to  consider 
derogatory  to  his  rank  and  fashion,  and  whose  ex- 
ample incontestably  proves  that  religious  feeling,  so 
far  from  being  ipcompatible  with  those  qualities,  is 
calculated  to  add  to  their  lustre,  and  to  confer  on 
tiiem  a  dignity  which  they  could  only  deiire  firom 
such  a  source,  it  is  difficult  to  speak  in  measured 
terms. 

His  sist^  whose  name  is  associated  wiUi  his  own 
in  all  his  literary  productions,  appears  to  have  shared 
with^  him  those  qualities  which  were  more  pecu- 

■  Divided—*  Than*-'  Throng—*  Who. 
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liarly  suited  to  her  sex,  and  to  if  ave  been  tdao  endued 
with  no  common  genius.  A  Version  of  the  Psalmsi 
the  joint  prodactton  of  this  noble  pair^  which  had 
hitherto  remained  in  manuscript,  has  been  lately 
published ;  and  so  elegant  and  spirited  are  the  tone 
and  style  in  which  it  is  written,  that  we  cannot  but 
wonder  that  it  has  been  snfiered  to  remain  so  long  in 
obscurity.  We  have  selected  two  of  ttiese  VaeSms 
in  proof  of  the  opinion  which  we  have  offered,  and 
winch  we  are  satisfied  that  none  of  our  readers  will 
be  inclined  to  controvert;  and  we  have  also  added^ 
a  thir4»  in  illustration  of  the  quaint  manner  which  in 
a  greater  or  less  degree  infected  all  the  compositions 
of  the  age. 

Psalm  XLVIII. 

All  people,  to  Jehovah  luring 

A  gliui  applause  of  clapping  hands ; 
To  God  a  song  of  triumph  sing, 

Who  high,  and  highlie  feared,  standp, 
Of  all  the  Earth  sole  ruling  King. 

From  whose  allmightie  grace  it  g^wes 

That  nations,  by  our  power  opprest, 
On  foote  on  humbled  countries  goes, 

Who  Jacobus  honor  lo^ed  best^ 
An  heritage  for  us  bath  chose. 

ttere  past  bee  by :  hark,  how  did  ring 

Hu-moQiouft  aire  with  trumpett's  sound ; 
Praise,  praise  our  God :  praise,  praise  oor  Kiiig» 

Kings  of  the  World,  your  Judgments  sounds 
With  skilfull  tunes  his  praises  sing. 
On  sacred  throne,  not  knowing  end, 

For  God  the  King  of  Kingdoms  raignes^ 
The  fcdk  of  Abraham's  God  to  frend ; 

Hee,  greatest  Prince,  greate  princes  gainef  ^ 
Fdncesy  the  shields  that  earth  defend. 

Psalm  XCllI. 

Clothed  with  state,  and  girt  with  might, 

Monarck^ike  Jehova  raignes ; 
He  who  JBarthes  foundations  pight', 

Pight  at  first,  and  yet  sustaines* 

'  Pitched. 
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He  whose  stable  throne  disdaines 
Motions  shock  and  ages  flight ; 

He  who  endles  one  remaines,  ' 
One^  the  same,  in  changelesse  plight. 

Rivers,  yea,  though  nvers  rore, 

Roring  though  searbillbwes  rise ; 
Vex  the  deepe,  and  breake  the  shore, 

Stronger  are  thou,  Lord  of  skies. 

Firme  and  true  thy  promise  lies, 
Now  and  still  as  heretofore ; 

Holy  worshipp  never  dies 
In  thy  Howse,  wher»  we  adore 

The  following  affords  an  instance  of  an  Acrostic 
PsAtMT^  and  we  therefore  give' it  as  a  curiosity. 
Psalm  CXVH. 

P  raise  him  that  aye 
R  emaines  the  same : 
A  11  tongues  display 
J  ehovah's  fame. 
S  ing  all  that  share 
T  his  earthly  ball, 
H  is  mercies  are  - 
£  xposed  to  all : 
L  ike  as  the  word 
O  nee  he  doth  give, 
R  old  in  record 
D  oth  tyme  oatly  ve. 

Sir  WaltbrRalbigh.— This  distingniabed  ad- 
venturer  seems  to  have  inherited  much  of  the  gallant 
spirit  and  literary  talent  of  Sidney;'  but  the  unfortu- 
nate circumstances  of  his  life  have  cast  a-  melan- 
choly shade  over  his  memory,  which,  however,  serves 
only  to  deepen  the  interest  naturally  felt  in-  whatever 
relates  to  so  lamented  a  victim  of  state  policy  and 
intrigues.  Many  charming  effusions  of  his  Musj, 
which  evince  first-rate  poetical  talent,  are  to  be  met 
with  scattered  through  the  publications  of  his  time ; 
these  have  been  lately  collected  and  published,  toge- 
ther with  some  choice  selections  from  among  the  best 
productions  of  his  less  known  contemporaries,  in  a 
neat  little  volume,  entitled  Specimens  of  the  Earlier 
English  Poets,  from  which  we  have  extracted  the  fol- 
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lowing  beautiful  Hymn,  which  is  equally  cieditable 
to  the  piety  and  poetical  powers  of  its  author. 

Hymn. 

Rise,  O  my  Soul,  wilii  thy  desires  to  HeaTeo, 

And  with  diyinest  Contemplation,  use 
Hiy  time,  where  lime's  £termty  is  ^Ten^ 
And  let  yain  thoughts  no  more  thy  tboaghtf  abuse ; 
But  down  in  darkness  let  them  lie ; 
So  live  thy  better,  let  tiiy  worse  thopghts  die  1 

And  thou,  my  Soul,  inspired  with  holy  flame, 
View  and  review  with  most  regardfoli  eye 
That  holy  cross  whence  thy  Salvation  came. 
On  which  thy  SaTiour  and  thy  sin  did  die ! 
For  in  that  saored  object  is  maob  pieaaore. 
And  in  that  Saviour  is  my  life,  my  treasure* 

To  thee,  O  Jesu,  I  direct  my  eyes. 

To  thee  my  hands,  to  thee  my  humble  knees ; 
To  thee  my  heart  shall  offer  sacrifice, 
To  thee  my  thoughts,  who  my  thoughts  only  sees : 
To  thee  myself,  myself  and  aU  I  give ; 
To  thee  I  die,  to  thee  I  only  live. 

The  following  elegant  paraphrase  of  tbe  well- 
known  and  universally  admired  Dialogue  txfttween 
Horace  and  Lydia  is  so  beautifully  and  appropri- 
ately turned^  that  we  ^aimot  refrain  from  extracting 
it  also  from  the  same  vohune.  , 

A  Dialogue  hetwixt  God  and  the  Soul. 

Soul. 
Whibt  my  Soul's  Eye  beheld  no  light. 
Bat  w  hat  stroamed  from  thy  mcions  sight. 
To  me  the  World's  greatest  King 
Seemed  but  a  little  vulgar  thing. 

Goo. 
Whilst  thou  provdst  true,  and  that  in  thee 
I  could  glass  all  my  Deity ; 
How  gli^  did  I  from  Heaven  depart. 
To  find  a  lodging  in  thy  heart ! 

Soul. 
Now  Fame  and  Greatness  bear  the  sway, 
(Tis  they  that  hold  my  prison's  key) 
For  whom  my  Soul  would  die,  might  she 
Leave  them  her  immortality, 
d2 
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God. 
1  and  some  few  pure  soals  conspire, 
And  burn  both  m  a  mutual  fire, 
For  whom  I'd  die  once  more,  ere  they 
Should  miss  of  Heaven's  eternal  day. 

Soul. 
But,  Lord,  what  if  I  turn  again. 
And  with  an  adamantine  Chain 
Lock  me  to  thee  ?  What  if  I  chase 
The  World  away  to  give  the^  place  ? 

God. 
Then  though  these  Souls  in  whom  I  joy 
Are  Seraphim,  thou  but  a  toy, 
A  foolish  toy,  yet  once  more  I 
Would  with  thee  live,  and  for  thee  die ! 

Joshua  Silvbstbr,  sumamed  by  his  contempo* 
raries  *  The  Silver-tongned/  is  well  known  as  fhe 
translator  of  Du  Bartas^s  Weeks  and  Works,  and 
by  the  ridicule  which  Dryden  cast  npon  him,  which 
has  condemned  him  to  obscurity  and  contempt  by 
no  means  merited;  as  the  following  stanzas  from 
his  Poem,  entitled  All  is  not  Gold  that  Glitters,  con- 
tain some  good  thoughts  happily  but  quaintly  ex- 
pressed. 

roRBLIOION, 

Religion,  O  thon  life  of  life, 

How  worldlings,  that  prophane  thee  rife, 

Can  wrest  &ee  to  their  appetites  I 
How  Princes,  who  their  Power  deny, 
Pretend  thee  fo^  their  Tyranny^ 

And  people,  for  their  fidse  delights ! 

Under  thy  sacred  name,  aU  over, 
The  videos  all  their  vices  cover, 

The  insolent  their  insolence. 
The  prond  their  pride,  the  false  their  fraud, 
The  thief  his  theft,  her  filth  the  bawd. 

The  impadent  hh  impndence. 

Ambition  under  thee  aspires. 
And  Avarice  under  thee  desires, 

Sloth  under  thee  her  ease  assumes^ 
Lux  under  thee  all  overflows. 
Wrath  under  thee  ontrageous  grows, 

AU  Evil  under  thee  presumes. 
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Religion,  not  so  venerable, 

What  art  thou  now  bat  made  a  fiible, 

A  holy  Mask  on  Folly's  brow. 
Where  under  lies  Dissimulatkin, 
Lined  with  all  abomination ; 

Sacred  Religion,  where  art  thou  ? 

Not  in  the  Church  with  Simony, 
Not  on  the  Bench  with  Bribery, 

Nor  in  the  Court  with  Maduavely 
Nor  in  the  City  with  deceits, 
Nor  in  the  Country  with  debates  i 

For  what  has  Heaven  to  do  with  Hell  ? 

Drayton^  the  author  of  that  celebrated  Poem, 
The  PoiyolbUmi  wrote  three  Divine  Poems,  entitled 
Noah's  Floodr-Moses  his  Birth  and  Miracles,  in 
three  Books — and  David  and  Goliathi  There  are  very 
few  lines  in  all  three  that  are  not  to  be  greatly  ad^ 
mired  for  their  strengtli  and  sublimity ;  but  as  our 
space  is  limited^  we  must  content  ourseltes  with: 
merely  extracting  the  following  beauteous  invocation 
at  the  commencement  of  the  first  poem.. 

O  let  that  glorious  Angel  which  since  kept 

Tliat  gorgeous  Eden  where  once  Adam  slept, 

When  tempting  £ye  was  taken  from  his  side^  , 

lict  him,  great  God,  not  6nly  be  my  guide, 

But  with  his  fiery  faulchion  still  be  nigh 

To  keep  affljction  far  from  me,  that  I 

With  a  free  soul  thy  wondrous  works  may  show, 

When  like  that  Deluge  shall  thy  numbers  flpw. 

Telling  the  state  wherein  this  Earth  then  stood 

The  giant  race,  the  universal  flood. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark^  that  Drayton  was^  as  it 
were^  bom  a  poet  J  for  we  areinfonkied  by  his  Biogra- 
phers that  in  his  youth  he  discovered  a  propensity  to 
read  poet^^  and  was  anxious  to  know  'what  kind  of 
creatures  poets  were ;'  and  even  on  his  coming  to 
CJoUege^it  is  said  he  importuned  his  tutor  if  possible 
'  to  make  him  a  poet' 

Sir  John  DAyIes's  Poems  are  distiiigtiished  by 
great  intellect  and  beauty  i  biis  longest,  on  '  the  Im- 
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mortality  of  the  Soul/  displays  powers  appropriated 
to  the  noblest  purposes;  it  concludes  thus  :— 

And  thou,  my  soul,  wbieh  tam'st  with  vaummn  ey^ 

To  view  the  beams  of  thine  own  loimdlTMie, 
Know  that  thon  canAt  know  nothing  perfecdy 

While  thou  art  clouded  with  this  flesh  of  mine. 
Take  heed  of  overweening,  and  compare 

Thy  Peacock's  feet  with  thy  gay  Peacock's  train  ; 
Study  the  best  and  highest  things  that  are, 

But  of  thyself  an  humble  thought  Detain. 

Cast  down  thyself,  and  only  strive  to  nuse 

The  glory  of  thy  IMIaker's  sacred  name ; 
Use  all  thy  powers  that  blessed  Power  to  praise^ 

WlH«h  gives  thee  power  to  be  and  uie  the  same* 

Mr.  Hiomas  Campbell  facetiously  observes^  that 
'  Sir  John  Davies  wrote^  at  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
a  Poem  on  The  Immortality  of  the  Soul;  and  at  fii^- 
two,  when  he  was  a  Judge  and  a  Statesman,  another 
on  The  Art  of  Dancimg/ 

Contemporary  with  this  celebrated  individual  was 
the  accomplished  Sir  Hbnry  Wotton,  likewise  a 
statesman,  but  who,  towards  the  close  of  his  life, 
took  Deacon's  Orders,  and  was  nominated  Provost 
of  Eton.  His  mind  appears,  frommany  of  hiswritings, 
to  have  been  deeply  imbued  with  religious  feelings, 
as  the  pious  strain  of  tlie  following  poetic  efinsion 
will  evince:— 

A  Meditatiok, 
iPrum  Sanerqft's  Ooikeium,} 

Of  thon  great  Power!  in  whom  we  move. 

By  wb«m  wo  live,  to  whom  we  die, 
B^ld  me  throoi^  thy  teara  of  love, 

Whilst  on  this  Couch  of  Tears  I  lie ; 
And  cleanse  my  sordid  soal  within 
By  thy  Cbrist^fi  blood,  the  bath  of  sin. 
No  hallowed  oils,  no  gnms  I  need, 

No  new-bom  drama  of  paiging  fire ; 
One  rosy  drop  from  David's  seed 

Was  worida  of  seas  to  <|Heiioh  thine  iroi 
O,  precious  ransom,  which  once  paid. 
That  contummatum  est  was  said^ 
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And  said  by  him  that  said  no  more. 

Bat  sealed  it  with  his  sacred  breath, 
Thou  then  that  has  dispiirged  our  score. 

And,  djing,  wert  the  death  of  death ; 
Be  now,  whDst  on  thy  name  we  call. 
Our  life,  our  strength,  our  joy,  our  all. 

IXr,  Joseph  Hall,  Bishop  of  Exetbr  and  Nor- 
wich, better  known  to  the  world  by  his  Satires  than 
by  his  Sacred  Poetry,  wrote  one  or  two  anthems  for 
Ms  Cathedral  of  Exeter : — the  following  one,  which 
we  have  selected,  possesses  great  imaginative  scope, 
and  also  much  power  of  versification. 

liord,  what  am  I  ?  a  worm,  dust,  vapour,  nothing. 

What  is  iny  life?  a  dream,  a  daily  dying. 
Wliat  is  my  flesh  ?  my  souFs  uneasy  clothing. 

What  is  my  time  ?  a  minute  ever  flying^.  -     ' 
My  time,  my  flesh,  my  life,  and  I, 
What  are  we,  Lord,  but  vanity  ? 

Where  am  I,  Lord?  downe  in  a  vale  of  Death. 

.    What  i^  my  trade?  sin,  my. dear  God  ofiendin^ 

My  sport  sin  too — my  stay,  a  puffe  of  breath ;  « 

What  end  of  sin?  Hell  s  horrour  never  ending. 
My  way,  my  trade,  sport,  stay,  and  place,  \ 

Hdlp  up  to  make  up  my  dolefoll  Case^ 

Lord,  what  art  Thou?  pure  life,  power,  beauty,  bliss. 

Where  dweli'st  Thou  ?  up  above  in  perfect  light* 
Wliat  is  thy  Time  ?  Eternity  it  is. 

What  State?  attendance  of  each  glorious  Sp'rit* 
Thyself,  thy  place,  thy  dayes,  thy  state, 
Pass  all  the  thoughts  of  powers  to  create. 

How  shall  1  reach  Thee,  Lord?  oh  soar  above. 
Ambitious  soul ;  but  which  way  shoul4  I  Aie, 

Thou,  Lord,  art  way  and  end ;  what  wings  have  1 1  , 
Aspiring  thoughts,  of  faith,  of  hope,  of  love, 

Ofa;  let  these  wings  that  way  alone 

Present  me  to  thy  blissful  Throne. 

John  Donne^  that  poet  of  this  distinguished  era, 
who  combined  beanty,  fancy^  and  playfulness,  penned 
many  short  sacred  pieces,  from  which  we  select  the 
following  as  peculiarly  characteristic  of  his  style  and 
of  the  age  in  which  he  flourished. 
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I  am  a  little  world  made  ouunisgA^ 

Of  £]einent8  and  an  angelic  sprignt, 

But  black  sin  hatb  betrayed  to  endless  nigbt 

Thy  world*8  both  parts,  and,  ob,  both  parts  must  die. 

You  which  beyond  that  Heav'n  which  was  most  high 

Have  found  new  spheres,  and  of  new  land  can  write. 

Pour  new  seas  in  mine  eyes,  that  so  I  might 

Drown  my  world  with  my  weeping  earnestly ; 

Or  wash  it,  if  it  most  be  drowned  no  more. 

But,  oh,  it  must  be  burnt,  alas !  the  fire 

Of  lust  and  enyy  burnt  it  heretofore, 

And  made  it  fouler :  let  their  flames  retire. 

And  bum  me,  O  Lord,  with  a  fiery  seal 

Of  thee  and  thy  house,  which  doth  in  eating  heal. 

He  was  flie  leading  versifier  of  that  metapbysipal 
school,  who  contrived  to  bury  the  happiest  tiioaghts 
beneath  an  obscurity,  and  laboured  quaintness  of  ex- 
pression which  it  is  often  difficult  to  penetrate. 

BbnJonson.  This  admirable  dramatist,  amid  the 
varied  stores  of  his  literary  acquisitions  (in  which  he 
was  inferior  to  none,  even  in  this  learned  age),  did  not 
entirely  neglect  the  cultivation  of  the  Sacred  Muse. 
Three  of  his  pieces  are  distinguished  in  his  works 
by  the  title  of  Poems  of  Devotion;  they  exhibit, 
however,  but  few  traces  of  that  vigorous  genius  which 
so  pre-eminently  characterizes  his  Plays,  and  of  that 
ease  and  elegance  which  many  of  his  Songs  and  Ly- 
rical Effusions  display  in  as  high  a  degree  as  any 
that  are  to  be  found  in  our  language.  Pure  streng£ 
of  thought,  clothed  in  simple  but  powerful  lai^i^oage^ 
and  adorned  with  an  unambitious  rhyme,  form  Uie 
distinguished  features  of  most  of  the  compositions 
of  this  learned  writer.  The  following  specimen  is 
by  no  means  calculated  to  give  that  h^h  opinion  of 
Ms  talents  and  judgment  wifli  which  the  reader  of  bis 
ottier  works  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed ;  it  is  more  in 
the  manner  of  Donne  (with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of 
the  closest  intimacy),  and  appears  not  to  have  been 
intended  for  publication. 
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An  Hymn  •»  the  Nativity  tf  my  Saviour. 

I  nog  the  birth  was  bom  to-night, 
The  Aathoc  both  of  life  aad  lij^t ; 

The  Aogelft  so  did  sound  it. 
And  like  the  ravished  Shepherds  said. 
Who  saw  the  light  and  were  afraid, 

Yet  searched,  and  true  they  foand  it 

The  Son  of  God,  th'  Eternal  King, 
That  did  us  all  salvation  bring. 

And  freed  the  sonl  from  danger ; 
He  whom  the  whole  world  could  not  take', 
The  Word,  which  Heaven  and  Eartb  did  make. 

Was  now  laid  in  a  manger* 

The  Father's  wisdom  willed  it  so, 
llie  Son's  obedience  knew  no  no, 

Both  wills  were  in  one  stature; 
And  as  that  Wisdom  had  decreed. 
The  Word  was  now  made  Flesh  indeed, 

And  took  on  him  our  Nature. 

What  comfort  by  him  do  we  win^ 
Who  made  himself  the  price  of  sin. 

To  make  us  heirs  of  glory  f 
To  see  this  Babe,  all  innocence, 
A  Martyr  bom  ia  our  defence ; 

Caa Man  forget  tiiia  story? 

The  briSiaiit  succession  of  Geniuses  which  this 
age  ^ave  birfh  to,  bears  ample  testimony  to  the  be- 
neficial influence  exercised  over  the  mind  by  the 
glorious  light  of  the  Reformation.  Exalted  by  a  re- 
ligion^ the  doctrines  of  which  were  made  known  to 
tl^  people  in  their  own  language,  and  divested  of 
those  mummeries  which  had  formerly  diag^raced  it, 
the  latent  powers  of  the  mind  were  awakened — it 
burst  throng  the  trammels  in  which  error  and  super- 
stition had  so  long  bound  it, — and,  drinking  deep  of 
the  pure  fountain  of  truth,  poured  forth  its  energies, 
and  exhibited  some  of  the  noblest  examples  of  manly 
intellect  and  cultivated  taste. 


Contain. 


y  Google 


Xlviii  INTRODUCTION. 


SANDYS  —  HERBERT  —  Thb  EARL  op  ;  STIRLING  — 
DRUMMOND  (of  Hawthornden>-GILES  and  PHINEAS 
FLETCHER— SIR  JOHN   BEAUltfONT-QUARLES— 

•  BAXTER— HABINGTON— HERRICK—CRASHAW— 
COWLEY— MILTON. 

George  Sandys  commences  this  period,  so  proli- 
fic in  Puritan  Poetry.  He  is  known  to  the  world  as 
the  translator  of  Ovid's  Metamorphoses:  his  Divine 
Poems  are  in.  one  volume,  and  consist  of  A  Para- 
phraseupon7ob — A  Paraphrase  upon  thePsalmes  of 
David — A  Paraphrase  upon  EccUsiastes — A  Para- 
phrase  upon  the  Lamentations  of  Jeremiah;  together 
with  several  minor  Paraphrases — and  Christ s  Pas- 
sioUf  a  Tragedie,  which  is  accompanied  with  nearly 
as  many  pages  of  Annotations  as  the  Tragedy  con-  ^ 
sists  of  i&elf.  The  poetry  of  Sandys  is  tinged  very 
strongly  vrith  the  affectation  and  out-of-the  way  con- 
ceits so  characteristic  of  the  Puritan  Poets  of  his 
time,  notwithstanding  many  of  his  Paraphrases  are 
highly  poetic,  and  betoken  a  genius,  though  not  ca- 
pable of  appreciating  what  was  correct  according  to 
the  rules  of  taste,  yet  deserving  of  considerable  emi- 
nence among  those  names  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  Sacred  Poesy,  His  Paraphrase  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  eighth.  Psalm  we  have  selected  as  an  illus- 
tration of  his  merits :  the  first  and  the  last  verse  are  I 
decidedly  poetic  in  the  highest  degree.        '  ' 

■  PSALME  CyilL  I 

My  thoughts  the  Lord  their  object  make  I 

Before  the  ruddy  morning  spring,  { 

My  glory  of  his  praise  shall  sing ;  j 

Awake,  my  lute !  my  harp,  awake ! 
While  I  to  all  the  world  rehearse 
His  praises  in  a  living  verse. 

Thy  mercy  (O,  how  great!)  extends 

Above  the  starry  firmament. 

Still  unto  tender  pity  bent ; 
Thy  truth  the  soaring  cloud  transcends ; 

Thy  head,  above  the  heavens  erect, 

Thy  glory  on  the  earth  reflect. 
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0  heare  As,  who  thy  aide  implore, 

And  with  thy  owne  right  hand  defend ; 
To  thy  beloved  succour  send. 
God,  by  his  sanctitie,  thus  swore, 
I,  Succoth's  valley  will  divide, 
In  Sichem's  spoils  be  magnified. 

If  anasseh,  Gilead,  both  are  mine ; 

Ephraim,  my  strength,  in  battaile  bold : 
Thou,  Jndah,  shalt  my  scepter  hold. 

1  will  triumph  oVe  Palestine, 
Base  servitude  shall  Moab  waste ; 
(yre  Edom  I  my  shooe  will  oast. 

Who  will  our  forward  troops  direct 

To  Kabbah,  strongly  fortifiM ; 

Or  into  sandy  Edom  guide? 
Lord,  wilt  not  thou,  that  didst  reject. 

Nor  would'st  before  our  armies  goe,     ^ 

Now  lead  our  host  against  the  foe  ? 

When  death  and  horrour  most  affright, 

Doe  thou  our  troubled  souls  sustaine ; 

For,  O,  the  heipe  of  man  is  vaine ; 
Lead,  and  we  valiantly  shall  fight. 

Thy  feet  our  foes  sbalF  trample  downe, 

Thy  hands  our  bfDwes  with  conquest  crowne. 

Of  precisely  the  same  school  was  George  Her- 
bert. According  to  Isaac  Walton,  he  was  so  po- 
pular in  his  time,  that  no  less  than  ten  thousand  co^ 
pies  of  his  Poems  were  sold ;  a  fact  which  speaks 
inore  for  the  piety  than  the  good  taste  of  the  age< 
From  his  Temple,  which  has .  lately  been  rej^rinted, 
we  select  the  following  specimen : — 


Discipline. 

Throw  away  thy  rod, 
Throw  away  thy  wrath. 

0  my  God, 
Take  the  gentle  path. 

For  my  hearfs  desire 
With  thine  is  bent ; 

1  aspire 
To  a  full  consent. 
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Not  a  word  or  look 
I  affect  to  own. 

But  by  book, 
And  thy  book  alone.  ' 

Thoogh  I  fail,  I  weep, 
Thoagh  I  bait  in  pace, 

Yet  I  creep 
To  the  throne  of  grace. 

Then  let  wratli  remove ; 
Love  will  do  the  deed> 

For  with  love 
Strong  hearts  will  bleed.  ^ 

Love  is  swift  of  foot. 
Love's  a  man  of  war. 
And  can  shoot, 
And  can  hit  from  far ! 

Who  can  'scape  his  bow? 
That  which  wrought  on  thee. 

Brought  thee  low, 
Needs  must  work  on  me. 

Throw  away  thy  rod,  • 
Though  man  frailties  hath; 

Thou  art  God, 
Throw  away  thy  wrath* 

The  Earl  of  Stirling^  whose  songs  and  mad- 
rigals have  innumerable  beanties  scattered  through- 
out them,  wrote  a  long,  heavy,  religious  poem,  en- 
titled Doamesday,  in  which  there  is  but  little  to  ad- 
mire, and  scarcely'^any  portion  of  it  worth  extracting 
for  the  reader's  gratification. 

Drummond  op  Hawthornden,  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  poets  that  Scotland  «ver  produced,  whose 
exquisite  feeling  and  tasteful  imagery  will  cause  his 
works  to  be  read  with  delight,  composed  no  inconsi- 
derable portion  of  a  magnificent  poem,  entitled  ITic 
Shadow  of  the  Judgment ;  together  with  many  Hymns 
and  Minor  Poems  on  Sacred  Subjects,  fraught  with 
sweetness  and  true  piety.  The  following  is  one 
among  those  alluded  to : — 

Hymn  fat*  Wednesday. 

O  holy  God  of  heavenly  frame, 
Who  mak'st  the  pole's  wide  center  bright, 
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And  painf  8t  the  same  iHth  shininip  flame, 
Adorniog  it  with  beauteoiu  tfghi ; 

Who  firamiiig,  on  tbe  foarth  of  days, 

The  fiery  Chariot  of  the  Suu, 
Appoiot'at  the  Moon  her  changing  rays. 

And  orbs  in  which  the  planets  riin. 

That  thou  aiight'st  by  a  certain  bound 
^     JI^tt|gja|g|||ipld  day  itjnipui  make ; 
''^  Anaful^some  sure  ^gn  might  be  found 
To  show  where  months  beginning  take. 

Men's  hearts  with  lightsome  splendour  bless, 
Wipe  from  their  minds  polluting  spots ; 

Dissolve  the  bond  of  guiltiness, 
Throw  down  the  beaps  of  sinful  blots. 

Giles  and  Phineas  Fletchbe  were  two  extra-, 
ordinary  brothers^  to  whose  poetry  there  is  little  doiibt 
that  Milton  was  indebted  for  some  of  his  finest  pas- 
sages. Headly,  that  amiable  nian  and  excellent  cbm- 
mentator^  who  has  bestowed  more  attention  than  any 
modem  critic  onfhe  works  of  The  Fl£Tghers'>  pro- 
nounces The  Christ's  Victory  (written  by  Giles)  to  be 
'  a  rich  and  picturesque  poem/  In  this  opinion  we 
conceive  all  who  have  read  it  will  agree.  It  is  divided 
thus:  Chrises  Victory  in  Heaven — Christ\s  Triumph 
on  Earth — Christ's  Triumph  over  Death — Chrisfs  Tri- 
umph after  Death.  To  give  the  reader  a  just  idea  pf 
th^  poem  would  require  a  much  larger  space  than  We 
can  atfbrd^  we  therefore  refer  him  to  the  volume^  and 
pass  on  to  Phineas^  who  is  known  to  all  by  his 
magnificent  and  highly  curious  poem  of  The  Purple 
Island;  this,  which  is  anatomy  and  poesy  united^  is 
but  a  small  portion  of  his  labours  in  the  field  of  po- 
try :  besides  seven  long  Piscatory  Eclogues,  as  be 
terms  them^  he  paraphrased  some  of  the  Psalms,  and 
the  following  commencing  verse  of  the  first  Psalm  will 
enable  the  reader  to  form  a  just  idea  of  his  merits : 

Blessed  who  walk'st  not  in  tbe  worldling's  way, 
Blessed  who  with  foul  sinners  will  not  stand ; 

Blessed  who  with  proud  mockers  dar'st  not  stay, 
Nor  sit  thee  down  among  that  scornful  band. 

Thrice  blessed  man,  who,  in  that  heavenly  light, 

Walk'st,  stand'sty  and  sitf  st»  rejoicing  day  and  night. 
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Sir  Johi^.Bbaumont^ brother  of  FRANCis,the  dra- 
matic colleague'  of  Fletcher^  is  worthy  of  notice  as 
having  written  some  half  dozen  short  Sacred  Poems^ 
which  are  deserving  of  being  better  known :  at  the 
conclusion  of  An  Ode  of  the  Blessed  Trinitie,  after 
mentioning  '  the  Three  in  One^'  he  thus  beautifully 
concludes: 

Stay,  stay,  Parnassian  girle. 

Hear  tby  descriptions  Sunt, 

Tbou  humane  shapes  can'st  paint, 

And  can'st  compare  to  pearle 
White  teeth,  and  speak  of  lips  which  rubies  taint. 
Resembling  beauteous  eies  to  orbs  that  swiftly  whirl. 

But  now  thou  roay'st  perceiue 

The  weaknesse  of  thy  wings, 

And  that  thy  noblest  strings 

.To  muddy  objects  cleaue ; 
Then  praise  with  humble  silence  heavenly  things. 
And  what  is  mdre  than  this,  to  still  Devotion  leaue. 

That  'voluminous  Saint/ as  Campbell  calls  Fran- 
cis QuARLBS,  was  one  of  the  most  popular  writers 
of  this  period.  His  Emblems  contain  the  best  speci- 
mens of  his  Sacred  Poetry,  from  which,  as  they  can- 
not be  clearly  understood  without  the  illustrative 
plates,  and  are,  moreover,  in  the  possession  of  every 
reader  of  religious  verse,  we  conceive  it  ^ould  be 
needless,  to  make  any  selections. 

Equally  voluminous  was  his  successor,  the  cele- 
brati^  Richard  Baxter,  who  formed  himself  con- 
fessedly on  the  model  of  Herbert  and  Sandys; 
he  retains  much  of  his  popularity  even  to  the  .present 
day-~Drs.  Barrow  and  Johnson  were  great  admirers 
of  his  writings :  his  Poems,  although  disfigured  with 
quaintness,  bear  considerable  marks  of  that  strong 
mind  alid  fervent  piety  so  visible  throughout .  the 
pages  of  his  other  production^. 

The  Exit. 
My  Soul,  go  boldly  forth, 
Forsake  this  sinful  earth ; 
What  hath  it  been  to  thee 

But  pain  and  sorrow. 
And  think'st  tbon  it  will  be 

Better  to-niorroW? 
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Love  not  this  darksome  womb) 
Nor  yet  a  gilded  tomb, 
Though  on  it  written  be 

Mortal  men's  story ; 
Look  up  by  Faith,  and  see 

Sure,  joyful  glory. 
♦  *  •  • 

Look  up  towards  Heaven^  and  see 
How  Tast  those  regions  be. 
Where  blessed  spirits  dwell, 

How  pure  and  ligbtful : 
But  earth  is  near  to  Hell ; 

How  dark  and  frightfiil ! 

This  fine  poem,  which  consists  of  thirty-one  stanzas> 
concludes  thus  beautifolly : — 

Lord  Jesus,  take  my  spirit, 
I  trust  thy  Love  and  Merit ; 
Take  home  this  wandering  sheep, 

For  thou  hast  sought  it ; 
This  soiil  in  safety  keep, 

For  thou  hast  bought  it. 

Habington,  the  celebrated  author  of  The  Castara, 
which  is  a  volume  of  poems  filled  with  imagination, 
tenderness  and  elegance,  has  devoted  the  last  por- 
tion of  it  to  moral  and  religious  contemplation:  some 
of  these  effusions  possess  the  (Simplicity  and  fervour 
of  true  piety  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  must  have 
been  the  offspring  6f  amiod  highly  cultivated  and  reli- 
gilnis :  the  three  last  verses  of  the  last  Polem  i^  his 
woiks  we  present  the  reader^  whose  admii^tion,  we 
think,  will  eqi^il  ours.      ,  '       '  ' 

My  God !  if 'tis  thy  great  decree 
That  this  must  the  last  moment  lie 

Wheiein  I  breathe  this  ayre» 
My  heart  obeyes,  joyed  to  retreate     . 
From  the  false  favours  of  the  great 

And  treachery  of  the  faire. 

When  Thou  shaft  please  this  soul  t^  enthrowne 
Above  impure  corruption, 

What  dioald  I  grieve  ot  fisare, 
T0  ihv$k  this  breathless^  body  mast 
Become  a  loathsottie  heape  of  dust. 

And  nere  again  appeare  ? 
e2 
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For  in  the  fire  wl^in  ore  is  tryed. 
And  by  that  torment  purified, 

Do  we  deplore  the  losse? 
And  when  thou  sfaalt  my  soule  refine, 
That  it  thereby  may  purer  shine, 

Shall  I  grieve  for  the  drosse  ? 

Hbrrigk^ — ^The  sweetest  Song-writer  of  his  age, 
and  to  whom  the  moderns  are  indebted  as  well  for 
style  as  for  ideas,  both  of  which  fhey  have  remorse- 
lessly pillaged  from  him,  wrote  but  little  Sacred 
Poesy,  which  we  regret,  although  it  is  by  no  means 
equal  to  his  lighter  productions. 

His  Saviour's  Words  going  to  the  Cross. 
Have,  have  ye  no  regard,  all  ye 
Who  pass  tUs  way,  to  pity  me, 
Who  am  a  man  of  misery  ? 

A  man  both  braised,  and  broke,  and  one 
Who  suffers  not  here  for  my  own 
But  for  my  friends'  transgression ! 

Ah,  Sion's  daughters !  do  not  fear 

The  cross,  the  cords,  the  nail,  the  spear, 

The  myrrh,  the  gall,  the  vinegar ; 

For  Christ,  yonr  loving  Saviour,  hath 
'  Drdnk  of  the  wine  of  God's  fierce  wrath ; 
Only  there's  left  a  littie  froth, 

Less  for  to  taste  than  for  to  show 
What  bitter  cups  had  been  your  fine. 
Had  he  not  drank  them  up  for  you. 

C]^  ASH  AW  united,  in  no  common  degree,  a  strength 
of  thought  and  beauty  of  imagination  with  harshness 
of  expression.  *  Pope  (says  a  contemporary)  having 
purloined  some  of.  his  best  images,  declared  that 
poor  Crashaw  was  .unworthy  of  notice,  hopmg>  no 
doubt,  to  prevent  the  detection  of  his  little  depreda- 
tions on  premised  deserted  and  abandoned  by  his 
own  contrivance/  He  wrote  Steps  to  the  Temple, 
being,  for  the  most  part.  Epigrams. on  several  pas- 
sages in  the  New  Testament:  be  translated  Mamo's 
Sospetto  (THerode^  and  he  composed:  a  variety  af 
jETyinn^,  and  other  sacred  poetry.  Many  of  his  pieces, 
aldiough  tinged  with  affectation,  are  still  to  be  greatl  jr 
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admired,  >  a;jid  •  des&xve  ito  he  rescaed  from  the  obli- 
vion ikito  which  they  hate  anjastly  fallen.  Of  his 
Paraphrases^  Pope. prefers  that  of  the  23d  Psalm; 
bat  we  confess  that  we  deem  that  of  the  137th  to 
abound  more  in  pathos  and  poetic  beanty. 
Psalm  CXXXVII. 

On  ti^e  proud  banks  of  great  Eaphrat^ft*  flood, 

There  we  sat»  and  there  we  wept ; 
Our  harps,  that  now  no  musjc  understood, 

Nodding,  on  the  wiRows  slept ; 
While  unhappy  captiy'd  we,' 
Liovely  Sion,  thought  on  thee ! 

They,  they  that  snatched  us  from  our  country's  breast, 
Would  haye  a  song  carved  to  their  ears 

In  Hebrew  numbers,  then ;  O  cruel  jest ! 

When  harps  and  hearts  were  drowned  in  tears.  ' 

Come,  they  cried,  come  sing  and  play 

One  of  Sion's  songs  to-day.        ^ ' 

Sing !  Play!  to  whom,  ah!  shall  we  sing  or  play. 

If  not,  Jerusalem,  to  thee? 
Ah,'  thee,  Jerusalem !  Ah !  sopner  may 

This  hand  forget  the  mastery 
Of  music's  dain^  touch,  than  I 
The  music  of  thy  memory ! 

Which,  when  I  lose,  oh !  may  at  once  my  tongue 

Lose  this  same  busy  speaking  art ; 
Unpercht,  k^r  vocal  arteries  unstrung. 

No  more  acquainted  with  my  heart. 
On  my  dxy  palate's  roof  to  rest, 
A  withered  leaf,  and  idle  guest ! 
No,  no ;  thy  good,  Sion,  alone  must  crown 

The  head  of  all  my  hope-nurst  joys ; 
But,  £dom,  cm  el  thou !  thou  cry'dst  down,  down ; 

Sink,  Sion,  down,  and  never  rise : 
Her  falling  thou  didst  urge  and  thrust, 
And  haste  to  dash  her  into  dust 

Dostlaug^?  proud  Babel's  daughter!  do,  laugh  on. 

Till  thy  ruin  teach  thee  tears, 
£'en  such  as  these,  laugh,  till  avenging  throng 
>    Ofwoes  too  late  do  rouse  thy  fears, 
^Laugfa  till  thy  children's  bleeding  bofies 
Weep  predous  tears  upon  the  stones! 

Cowley^  who  in  his  day  was  thought  a.  superior 
poet  tp  Milton,  and  who  mingle^,  a  massiof  heteroge- 
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neo<i8  imagery  with  a  certain  smoothness  of  ventiifi^ 
cation  wrote  nmch  Sacred  Poesy^  ot  whiich  his  JJa- 
pideiSf  a  Sacred  Peem  on  the  Troubles  of  David,  in 
four  BookSy  is  the  most  considerable ;  he  also  com- 
posed a  long  Poem,  entitled  The  Plagues  of  Egypt, 
and  paraphrased  the  SAth^ Chapter  of  Isaiah;  all 
of  which  contain  the  peculiar  beauties  and  blemishes 
of  his  style ;  and  although  we  thmk  the  latter  in  no 
inconsiderable  degree  balance  the  former,  we  pre  - 
sent  our  readers  with  the  following  stanza  from 

An  Ode  mi  Christ's  Passion. 
Enough,  my  Mase,  of  earthly  things 
And  inspirations  but  of  wind; 
Take  up  thy  lute,  and  to  it  bind 
Loud  and  evelasting  strings, 
And  on  them  play,  and  to  them  sing 
The  happy  mournful  stories. 
The  lamentable  glories 
Of  the  great  crucified  King. 

Mountainous  heap  of  wonders !  which  dost  rise, 

Till  earth  thou  joinesf  with  the  skies ! 
Too  large  at  bottom,  and  at  top  too  high. 
To  be  half  seen  by  mortal  eye ! 
How  shall  I  grasp  this  boundless  thing? 
What  shall  I  play?  what  shall  I  sing? 
ril  sing  the  mighty  riddle  of  mysterious  love. 
Which  neither  wretched  men  below,  nor  blessed  spirits  aboYe, 

With  ail  their  comments  can  explain, 
How  all  the  whole  world's  Life  to  die  did  not  disdain! 

This  era,  so  fertile  in  Sacred  Poetry,  closes  with 
'The  Master  Genius'  of  our  Isle— the  sublime,  we 
had  almost  said  the  divine— Milton  ;  although  such 
was  the  degenerate  taste  of  the  times  in  which  he 
lived,  that  the  crude  and  unequal  coiApositions  of  se- 
veral of  his  contemporaries  completely  eclipsed  the 
fame  tiiat  was  justly  due  to  his  transcendent  merits. 
Posterity,  however,  has  done  justice  to  the  grandeur 
of  his  conceptiqns,  and  the  sustained  majes^  of  his 
language,  which  approaches,  as  nearly  as  we  can 
conceive  of  any  thing  human,  to  the  fervency  of  in- 
spiration. 

From  such  a  poet  it  is  diflSicQlt  to  select ;  we,  ho w- 
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erer,  are  compelled  to  yenture  upon  the  task,  and 
thinking,  as  we  do^  that  the  following  is  one  of  the 
finest,  if  not  actaally  the  most  beautiful,  specimen  of 
poetiy  the  English  language  can  boast,  we  present 
it  to  die  reader. 

Adam  and  Eve's  Morning  Hymn* 

These  are  thy  glorious  works,  Parent  of  good, 

Almiglity,  thine  this  nniversal  frame, 

Thns  wondrous  fair ;  thyself  bow  wondrous  then ! 

Unspeakable,  who  sitst  above  these  heavens 

To  us  invisible,  or  dimly  seen 

In  these  thy  lowest  works;  yet  these  declare 

Thy  goodness  beyond  thought,  and  powV  divine. 

Speak  ye  who  best  ean  tell,  ye  sons  of  light, 

Angels ;  for  ye  behold  him,  and  with  songs 

And  choral  symphonies,  day  without  night, 

Circle  his  throne  rejoicing ;  ye  in  Heaven, 

On  Earth  join  all  ye  Creatures  to  extol 

Him  first,  him  last,  him  midst,  and  without  end. 

Fairest  of  stars,  last  in  the  train  of  night, 

If  better  thou  belong  not  to  the  dawn. 

Sure  pledge  of  day,  that  crown'st  the  smiling  morn 

With  thy  bright  circlet,  praise  him  in  thy  sphere. 

While  day  arises,  that  sweet  hour  of  prime. 

Thou  Sun,  of  this  g^at  world  both  eye  and  soul. 

Acknowledge  him  thy  greater,  sound  his  praise 

In  thy  eternal  course,  both  when  thou  climb'st. 

And  when  high  noon  hast  gained,  and  when  thou  falTst. 

Moon,  that  now  meef st  the  orient  sun,  now  fly'st. 

With  the  fixed  stars,  fixed  in  their  orb  that  flies. 

And  ye  five  other  wand'ring  fires  that  move. 

In  mystic  dance  not  without  song,  resound 

His  praise,  who  out  of  darkness  called-up  light. 

Air,  and  ye  Elements,  the  eldest  birth 

Of  Nature's  womb,  that  in  quaternion  run 

Perpetual  circle,  multiform ;  and  mix 

And  nourish  all  things ;  let  your  ceaseless  change 

Vary  to  our  great  Maker  still  new  praise. 

Ye  Mists  and  Exhalations  that  now  rise 

From  hill  or  steaming  lake,  dusky  ,or  grray, 

Till  the  Sun  paint  your  fleecy  skirts  with  gold, 

In  honour  to  the  world's  great  Author  rise. 

Whether  to  deck  with  clouds  th'  uncoloured  sky, 

Or  wet  the  thirsty  earth  with  falling  showers, 

.Rising or  falling  still  advance  his  praise. 

Hit.  praise,  ye  Winds^  tint  from  nmr  quarters  blow, 
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Breathe  soft  or  load ;  and  wave  your  tops,  ye  Pines, 
With  every  plant,  in  sign  of  worship  wave. 
Fountains  and  ye,  that  warble,  as  ye  flow. 
Melodious  murmurs,  warbling  tune  bis  praise. 
Join  voices,  all  ye  living  Souls !  ye  Birds, 
That  singing  up  to  Heaven  gate  ascend, 
Bear  on  your  wings  and  in  your  notes  his  praise. 
Ye  that  in  waters  glide,  and  ye  that  walk 
The  earth,  and  stately  tread,  or  lowly  creep ; 
Witness  if  I  be  silent,  morn  or  even, 
To  hill  or  valley,  fountain,  or  fresh  shade 
Made  vocal  by  my  song,  and  taught  his  praise. 
Hail  universal  Lord,  be  bounteous  still 
To  give  us  only  good;  and  if  the  night 
Have  gathered  ought  of  evil  or  concealed. 
Disperse  it,  as  now  light  dispels  the  dark. 

To  the  poetry  of  the  age  through  which  we  have 
just  conducted  our  readers  it  would  be  difficult  to 
assign  any  general  character.  We  meet  throughout 
the  most  brilliant  ideas  clothed  in  affectation,  quaint- 
ness,  and  obscurity ;  some  few,  however^  rose  supe- 
rior to  the  vices  of  the  age,  and  in  return  were  doom- 
ed to  remain  almost  unnoticed  by  their  contempora- 
ries, and  to  receiveinstead  the  applauses  and  homage 
of  posterity. 

The  times  were  favourable  to  the  production  of 
genius,  but  the  unsettled  state  of  public  affairs  called 
it  off  to  scenes  of  tumult,  or  the  field  of  controversy, 
where  thes^  *  warring  spirits'  were  so  occupied  with 
reply  and  rejoinder,  that  they  were  thus  prevented 
from  paying  their  court  with  becoming  assiduity  to 
the  milder  beauties  of  the  Sacred  Muse. 


WALLER-DRYDEN— SHEFFIELD  DUKE  OF  BUCK- 
INGHAM —  WENTWORTH  DILLON  EARL  OF 
ROSCOMMON —POMFRET—  PRIOR— PARNELL-- 
YALDEN—FENTON— BROOME— ADDISON— GAY 
--POPE. 

WALLEK,who  will  everl)e  admired  for  the  sweet- 
ness of  bis  numbers,  in  his  declining  years  composed 
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a  few  Sacred  Poems;  he  then  looked  upon  the  time 
past  with  the  sentiments  which  his  great  predecessor 
Petrarch  bequeathed  to  posterity  upon  his  review  of 
the  amatory  poetry  which  has  given  him  immortality. 
Six  short  cantos  of  a  poem  entitled  *0^1>nn'n6Xot;€/ 
two  also  '  Cfthe  Fear  of  God,'  and  two  '  Of  Divine 
Poesy,*  comprise  nearly  the  whole  of  Waller's  at- 
tempts in  this  department.  As  might  be  guessed,  they 
are  greatly  inferior  to  his  amatory  effusions,  so  much 
so,  that  we  have  declined  presenting  our  readers  with 
any  extracts. 

John  Dryden.— Of  this  great  poet,  whose  works 
are  in  every  hand^  we  have  to  regret  that  we  can  find 
but  one  sacred  effusion  proceeding  from  his  pea 
which,  without  further  preface,  we  present  the  reader 
with,  observing  at  the  same  time  that  it  possesses  that 
majesty  and  harmony  so  distinguishable  in  Dryden's 
poetry. 

Yeni  Creator  Spiritus. 

Creator  Spirit!  by  whose  aid 

The  world's  foandations  first  were  laid, 

Come  Yisit  every  pious  tniDd ; 

Come  pour  the  joys  on  human  kind ; 

From  sin  and  sorrow  set  us  free. 

And  make  thy  temples  worthy  thee. 
O  source  of  uncreated  Light, 
I  The  Father's  promised  Paraclete !  ' 

I  Thrice  Holy  Fount,  thrice  Holy  Fire, 

Our  hearts  with  heavenly  love  inspire ; 

Come,  and  thy  sacred  unction  bring 

To  sanctify  us,  while  we  sing. 
I  Plenteous  of  gr>^ce,  descend  from  high, 

I  Rich  in  thy  sevenfold  energy ! 

Thou  strength  of  his  Almighty  hand, 

Whose  power  does  heaven  and  earth  command. 

Proceeding  Spirit,  our  defence, 

Who  dost  the  gift  of  tongues  dispense, 

And  crown'st  thy  gift  with  eloquence ! 
Refine  and  purge  our  earthly  parts; 

But,  oh,  inflame  uid  fi|re  our  hearts ! 

Our  frailties  help,  our  vice  control, 

Submit  the  senses  to  the  soul ; 

And  when  rebellious  they  are  grown. 

Then  lay  thy  hand,  and  hold  'em  down. 
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Chase  from  oar  minds  the*  infernal  foe, 
And  peace,  the  fruit  of  love,  bestow ; 
And,  lest  our  feet  should  step  astray. 
Protect,  and  guide  us  in  the  way. 

Make  us  eternal  truths  receive. 
And  practise  all  that  we  believe : 
Give  us  thyself,  that  we  may  see 
The  Father,  and  the  Son,  by  thee. 

Immortal  honour,  endless  fame. 
Attend  the'  Almighty  Father's  name : 
The  Saviour  Son  be  glorified. 
Who  for  lost  man's  redemption  died  : 
And  equal  adoration  be 
Eternal  Paraclete,  to  thee. 

The  accomplished  Sheffield,  Dui^e  of  Buck- 
ingham, a  man  more  distinguished  for  wit  than  seri- 
ous thought,  wrote  btlt  one  short  Sacred  Poem,  On 
(he  Deity :  it  is  very  feeble,  and  not  worth  inserting 
here. 

Wentworth  Dillon,  Earl  of  Roscommon, 
was  decidedly  a  man  of  great  poetic  genius.  It  is 
not  saying  too  much  to  affirm,  that  Lord  Roscom- 
mon's Paraphrase  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
eighth  Psalm  is  the  finest  paraphrase  that  ever  was 
written  on  any  of  the  Psalms  :  but  the  reader  shall 
judge  for  himself. 

O  azure  vaults !  O  crystal  sky ! 
The  world's  transparent  canopy, 
^  Break  your  long  silence,  and  let  mortals  know 
'    With  what  contempt  ye  look  on  things  below. 
Winged  squadrons  of  the  God  of  war, 
Who  conquer  wheresoe'er  you  are, 
Let  echoing  anthems  make  bis  praises  known. 
On  earth  bis  footstool,  as  in  heav'n  his  throne. 

Great  eye  of  all,  whose  glorious  ray 

Rules  the  bright  empire  of  the  day, 
O  praise  his  name,  without  whose  purer  light 
Thou  hadst  been  hid  in  an  abyss  of  night. 

Ye  moon  and  planets,  who  dispense 

By  God's  qommand  your  influence. 
Resign  to  him,  as  your  Creator,  due, 
That  veneration  which  men  pay  to  you. 
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Fairest  as  well -as  first  of  things, 

From  whom  all  joy,  all  beauty  springs, 
O  praise  th'  Almighty  ruler  of  the  globe, 
IfVho  useth  thee  for  his  imperial  robe. 

Praise  him^  ye  loud  hannonious  spheres, 

Whose  sacred  stamp  all  nature  bears, 
Who  did  all  forms  from  the  wide  chaos  draw, 
And  whose  command  is  th'  universal  law. 

Ye  wat'ry  mountains  of  the  sky, 

And  yon  so  far  above  our  eye, 
Vast  ever-nioving  orbs,  exalt  his  name. 
Who  gave  its  being  to  yonr  glorious  frame. 

Ye  dragons,  whose  contagious  breath 

Peoples  the  dark  retreats  of  death, 
Change  your  fierce  hissing  into  joyful  songs, 
And  praise  your  Maker  with  your  forked  tongues. 

Praise  him,  ye  monsters  of  the  deep, 

That  in  the  sea*s  vast  bosom  sleep, 
At  whose.command  the  foaming  billows  roar, 
Yet  know  their  limits,  tremble  and  adore. 

Ye  inists  and  vapours,  hail  and  snow. 
And  you  who  through  the  concave  blow. 

Swift  executors  of  his  holy  word, 

Whirlwinds  and  tempests,  praise  th'  Almighty  Lorcl. 

Mountains,  who  to  your  Maker's  view 

Seem  less  than  mole>bills  do  to  you, 
Remember  how,  when  first  Jehovah  spoke, 
All  heaven  was  fire,  and  Sinai  hid  in  smoke. 

Praise  him,  sweet  offspring  of  the  ground 

With  heav'nly  nectar  yearly  crowned ; 
And  ye  tall  cedars,  celebrate  his  praise,     ^ 
That  in  his  temple  sacred  altars  raise. 

Idle  musicians  of  jthe  spring. 

Whose  only  care's  to  love  and  sing, 
Fly  thro'  the  world,  and  let  your  trembling  throat 
Praise  your  Creator  with  the  sweetest  note. 

Pridse  him  each  savage  furious  beast, 
'    That  on  his  stores  do  daily  feast. 
And  you  tame  beaj^  of  the  laborious  plow, 
Your  weary  knees  to  your  Creator  bow. 

Mi^stic  monarchs,  mortal  gods, 

Whose  powV  hath  here  no  periods, 
May  all  attempts  against  yoiir  crown  be  vain. 
But  still  remember  by  whose  pow'r  you  reign. 
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Lei  the  wide  y^oseld  hw  praise9  sing, 

Wher^  Tagiis  aqd  Euphrates  spring, 
And  from  the  Danube's  frosty  bimks  to  those 
Where  from  an  unknown  head  great  NUus  flows. 

You  that  dispose  of  all  our  liTeii, 

Praise  him  from  whom  your  powV  derives ; 

Be  true  and  just  like  him,  and  fear  l«s  word/ 

As  much  as  malefactoFS  do  your  sword. 

Praise  him,  old  monuments  of  timeJ 

O  praise  him  in  your  youthful  prime. 
Praise  him,  fair  idols  of  our  greedy  sense, 
Exidt  his  name,  sweet  age  of  innocence* 

Jehoyab's  name  shall  only  last, 

When  heaven  and  earth,  and  all  is  past » 
Nothing,  great  Qod,  is  to  be  found  in  tlie^ 
Bui  incp^ceivable  e.ternily* 

Exalt,  O  Jacob's  sacred,  race, 

The  God  of  gods,  the  God  of  gmce. 
Who  will  aboye  the  stars  your  empire  raise. 
And  with  his  glory  recompense  your  praise. 

S^Ymg  given  the  wh<^e  of  the  Paraphrase,  we  have 
left  ourselves  no  room  to  extract  any  portion  of 
a  short  poem  On  the  bay  of  Judgment^  which  is 
equally  to  be  admired  with  the  foregomg.  The 
death  of  the  poet  we  have  so  highly  eulogized  de- 
serves to  be  mentioned  here:  at  th^  momeoit  in  which 
he  expired,  it.  is  recorded  that  he  uttered,  with  an 
energy  of  voice  whicih  expressed  the  most  fervent 
devotion,  two  liees  of  his  own  Version  of  Dies  IrxB : 

My  G.od,  my  Father  and  my  Friend^ 
Do  not  forsak-c  me  ii^  my  e^ ! 

PoMFitET,  who  possessed  a  pleasing  and  equal 
style  of  verse,  wrote  a  £pw  Pindaric  Ensajf^  on  sa- 
cred subjects,  which  contain  many  deviated  ideas  and 
glowing  sentiments :  in  one  of  the  ISssays  alluded  to, 
entitled  il-  Prospect  of  Deaths  is  the  following  verse, 
which  will  give  the  reader  a  fair  idea  of  flie  whole : 

When  to  the  mar^n  of  tiie  graye  we  come, 
And  scarce  haye  one  black  ntfnfnl  hour  to  fiVe^ 
No  hope^,  no  prospect  of  a  kind  reprieye» 
To  stop  our  speedy  passage  to  the  tomb ; 
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How  moving  and  how  moumfiil  it  t&e  tig  lit, 

How  wondrous  pitiful,  bow  wondroug  sad  \ 

Wliere  then  is  refu|;e,  where  is  comf<>rt  to  he  had, 

In  tiie  davk  minutes  df  the  dreadfbl  night, 

To  eheer  our  drooping  souls  for  their  ama^ng  flight? 

Feeble  and  languishii^  id  bed  we  lie, 

Despairing  to  recover,  void  of  rest. 

Wishing  for  death,  and  yet  afrkid  to  die ; 

Terrors  and  doubts  distract  onr  breast, 

With  migtfty  agonies  and  ntflgbty  pains  opprcst. 

Soon  after  this  period^  Sir  IIichard  Blackmore 
flourished;  he  is  known  to  the  poetic  worlds  a8  being 
the  eternal  bntt  of  all  the  wits  of  his  day,  on  account 
of  the  heaviness  of  his  lengthy  prodnctions,  among 
which  his  poem  of  The  Creation  stands  pre-eminent : 
his  universally  acknowledged  dalness>  we  feel>  will 
justify  us  in  not  insetting  any  extract,  from  his 
works. 

Of  a  very  opposite  bharacter  to  the  preceding  was 
his conteinporary  HATiif BW  Pr^or:  fi^tj  gay>  and 
vivacious,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  (hat  he  should 
ay  his  court  with  much  assiduity  to  the  sacred 
'use.  He  has,  hoWever,  left  us  a  Paraphrase  on 
the  thirteenth  Chapter  of  the  first  Epistle  to  the  Co- 
rinthians, which  is  eminently  beautifal;  it  com- 
mences thus: — 

Oraritt. 
Did  sweeter  sounds  adorn  my  flowing  tongue 
Than  ever  man  prononnced  or  angels  sting. 
Had  I  ali  knowledge,  human  and  dSvine, 
That  thought  can  reach,  or  science  can  diefine, 
And  had  I  power  to  give  that  knowledge  bhth 
In  all  the  speeches  of  the  babbling  earth ; 
Did  Shadracb's  zeal  iny  glowing  breast  inspiire 
To  weary  tortures,  and  rejoice  iii  tre. 
Or  had  I  fahh  Rke  that  which  Israel  Miw 
When  Moses  gave  them  Itlimcles  and  Law ; 
Yet,  gracious  Charity !  indulg^t  guest. 
Were  not  thy  poWer  esterted  in  my  breast, 
Hiose  speeches  would  send  up  unheeded  prayer* 
That  scorn  of  life  woufd  be  but  wild  despahr : 
A  cvmhal's  sound  were  better  than  my  voicet. 
My  iiiith  were  form,  my  eloquence  werie  noiKe. 
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Dr.  Thomas  Parnbll,  th^  well-known  author 
of  The  Hermit,  wrote  several  beautiful  Paraphrases, 
?ind  other  Sacred  Poems:  they  are^for  the  most  part, 
too  long  to  insert  entire ;  we  must  therefore  content 
ourselves  with  an  extract  from  his  Version  of 
Psalm  LI. 

My  God !  whose  anger  is  lippeased  by  teurs,- 
Bow  gently  down  thy  mercy's  gracioas  ean ; 
With  many  tongaes  my  sins  for  justice  caU, 
But  Mercy's  ears  are  manifold  for  all. 
Those  sweet  celestial  windows  open  wide. 
And  in  full  streams  let  soft  compassion  glide ; 
There  wash  my  soul,  and  cleanse  it  yet  again, 
O  throughly  cleanse  it  from  the  guilty  stain ! . 
For  I  my  lUe  with  inward  anguish  see. 
And  all  its  wretchedness  confess  to  thee. 
The  large  inditement  stands  before  my  Tiew, 
Brawn  forth  by  conscience,  most  amazing  true. 
And  fiUed  with  secrets  hid  from  human  eye, 
MHien,  foolish  Man!  thy  God  stood  witness  by. 
Then,  oh,  thou  Majesty  divinely  great ! 
Accept  the  sad  confessions  I  repeat. 
Which  clear  thy  justice  to  the  world  below,     . 
Should  dismal  sentence  doom  my  soul  to  woe. 
When  in  the  silent  womb  my  shape  was  made. 
And  from  the  womb  to  lightsome  life  conveyed, 
Cursed  Sin  began  to  take  unhappy  root. 
And  through  my  veins  its  early  fibres  shoot; 
And  then  what  goodness  didst  thou  show,  to  kill 
The  rising  weeds  and  principles  of  ill ! 
When  to  my  breast,  in  fair  celestial  flame, 
Eternal  Truth  send  lovely  Wisdom  came. 
Bright  gift,  by  simple  >9ature  never  got. 
But  here  revealed  to  change  the  antient  blot : 
This  wondrous  help,  which  Mercy  pleased  to  grant. 
Continue  still,  for  «till  thine  aid  1  want : 
And  as  the  mei^  whom  leprosies  invade. 
Or  they  that  touch  the  carcass  of  the  dead. 
With  hyssop  sprinkled,  and  by  water  cleaned, 
Their  former  pureness  in  the  law  regained. 
So  purge  niy  soul,  diseased,  alas !  within. 
And  much  polluted  with  dead  worths  of  sin. 

Some  of  Yalden's  Poems  possess  merit.  His 
Hymn  to  the  Morning,  and  Paraphrase  of  the. thir- 
teenth Chapter  of  Isaiah,  are  the  only  ones  which 
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come  wiflim  the  scope  of  ttdn  Brief  Sketch.  We  re- 
gret that  we  can  give  no  more  than  om  verse  of  the 
fonner;  we  therefore  present  oar  readers  widi  the 
latl,  which  we  conceive  to  be  the  most  effective. 

'  Let  there  be  light  P  the  great  Creator  laSd, 

Hif  word  the  actiTe  ch^d  obeyed : 

Ni^  did  her  teesiing  womb  discloee, 

Andflieii  tiie  bhuhisgrBiorih  ilahrighlMt  dbetiiig,  rose. 

Awhile  th'  AIMgiitj  wottderinr  viewed; 

And  then  hiauelf  Mmioiiiioed'  it  gooi  r 

*  With  Night,'  Mid  iMv  'dHidettf  imperial  twmy; 

« Thoa  ray  first  labour  art^  and  thdo  dridt  hkie  th^  ]>ay/ 

Fbnton  and  Broome. — Among  the  works  of  tfiese 
two  assistants  of  Pope  are  to  be  fonnd  manj  Sacred 
Poems,  some  of  which  possess  considerable  merit 
Of  die  former  we  have  only  to  notice  A  Paraphram 
cftks  fourteenth  Chapter  (f  Isaiah,  in  blank  verse, 
which  is  splendid  and  poetic, 

BaooMB  pardphr€ued  sundry  Chapters  m  Uabbak^ 
kuk.  Job,  and  BcclesUutes,  bat  oor  veiy  limited  space 
precludes  oor  giving^  my  extracts.  Of  Broomb« 
Dr.  Johnson  says— ^tfiat^  altlhough'  it  canhot  be  said 
that  he  was  a  great  poet,  i^  i^oald  be  nnjiist  to  deny 
that  he  was  an  excellent  yersil^er.' 

Of  that  celebrated  poet  and  exemplary  Christian, 
J06BPH  Addison,  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak  in 
terms  of  panegyric*  His  two  nkdst  ddebiraMd  Para- 
phragSM  we  present  oiii'  nJaders  witti;  wittibut  any 
furtiier  comment  than  merely  ex^tisiiiag  dur  regret 
that  our  language  hlts^not  been  enriched  with  a  com- 
plete series  of  those  divine  poei»s  irom  the  same  sub- 
lime pen. 

Pmir  XIX. 

The  spadoos  'ff njutmen  t  on  Hfft^ 
With  all  the  blae  ethereal  sky 
And  imgled  hi^avensy  a  shiDing  firamey 
Their  GRfeAT  Original  proclaim : 
Th'  aowetfried  Sdn  from  day  to  day 
Does  hit  Creator^s  pow'r  display. 
And  pobfishes  to  ev'ry  limd 
ne  vNirk  of  aii  AhmghtyMad. 
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Soon  as  tbe  eVning  shades  preyail. 

The  Moon  takes  up  the  wondrous  tale. 

And  nightly  to  the  hstening  earth. 

Repeats  the  story  of  her  birth; 

While  all  the  stars  that  round  her  bajm^ 

And  all  the  planets  in  their  turn, 

Confirm  the  tidings  as  they  roll, 

And  spread  the  truth  from  pole  to  pole. 

Whattbough  in  solemn  silence  all 
Move  round  this  dark  terrestrial  ball  t 
What  though  na  real  voice  nor  sound 
Amid  their  radiant  orbs  be  fo^nd? 
In  reason's  ear  they  all  rejoice. 
And  utter  forth  a  glorious  voice ; 
For  ever  singing,  as  they  shine, 
'The  Hand  that  made  us  is  divine/ 


Psalm  XXUL 

The  Lord  my  pasture  shall  preparc,r 
,     .      And  .feed  me  with  a  shepherd's  care; 
His  presence  shall' my  wants  supply. 
And  iguard  me  with  a  watchful  eye ;  ^ ''  . 

My  noonday  walks  he  shall  attend. 
And  all  my  midnight  hours  defend^  ^; 

When  in  the  sultry  glebe  I  faint. 
Or  on  the  thirsty  mountain  pant. 
To  fertile  vales  and  dewy  meads 
My  weary  wand'iing  steps  he  leads ; 
Where  peaceful  rivers,  soft  and  slow. 
Amid  the  verdant  landscape  tow. 

Though  in  the  path  of  death  I  tread, 
With  gloomy  horrors  overspread. 
My  steadfast  heart  shall  fear  no  ill. 
For  thou,  O  Lord !  art  with  me  still ; 
Thy  friendly  crook  shall  give  me  aid» 
And  guide  me  through  the  dreadful  shade* 

Though  in  a  bare  aind  rugged  way. 
Through  devious,  lonely  .wilds  I  stray, 
Thy  bounty  shall  my  pains  beguile;  . 
The  barren  wilderness  shall  smile, 
With  sudden  greens  and  herbage  crowned. 
And  streams  shall  murmur  all  around. 

Jo«N  Gay,  the  moral  and  instructive  author  of 
TiiB  Fables,  deserves, mention,  on  account  of  two 
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of  his  poems— il  Contemplation  on  Night^and  A 
nought  on  Eternity  ;  the  fonner  of  which  conclades 
with  the  following  beautiful  lines : — 

When  the  pure  Soal  is  from  the  Body  flown, 
No  more  shall  Night's  alternate  reign  be  known ; 
The  Sun  no  more  shall  rolling  light  bestow. 
Bat  from  th'  Almighty  streams  of  glory  flow. 
Oh!  may  some  nobler  thought  my  soul  employ, 
Than  empty,  transient,  sublunary  joy ! 
The  Stars  shall  drop,  the.  Sun  shall  lose  his  flame ; 
But  thou,  O  God,  for  ever  shine  tfad  same. 

Contemporary  with  these  beautiful  Poets,  but  as  a 
versifier,  superior  to  them  all,  was  Alexander 
PoPB :  to  descant  on  his  merits  is  perfectly  unne- 
cessary. We  therefore  present  our  readers  with  his 
Universal  Prayer^  with  which  it  is  possible  many  of 
them  are  familiar,  but  which,  in  a  '  Chronicle  of 
Sacred  Poesy,'  we  could  not  well  pass  over* 
Universal  Prayer, 
Father  of  all!  in  every  age, 

.  In  every  clime,  adored, 
By  saint,  by  savage,  and  by  sage, 
Jehovah,  Jove,  or  Lord ! 

Thou  great  First  Cause,  least  understood. 

Who  all  my  sense  confined 
To  know  but  this,  that  thou  art  good. 

And  that  myself  am  blind: 
Yet  gave  me,  in  this  dark  estate,   . 

To  see  the  good  from  ill, 
And,  binding  nature  fast  in  fate, 

Left  fi-ee  the  human  will. 

What  conscience  dictates  to  be  done, 

Or  warns  me  not  to  do, 
This  teach  me  more  than  Hell  to  shun, 

That  more  than  Heaven  pursue.  '  • 

What  blessings  thy  free  bounty  gives. 

Let  me  not  cast  away ; 
For  God  is  paid  when  man  receives ; 

T'  enjoy  is  to  obey.  ' 

Yet  not  to  Earth's  contracted  span  ^ 

Thy  goodness  let  me  bound. 
Or  think  thee  Lord  alone  of  man. 

When  thousand  worlds  are  rouipd. 
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Let  nol  th]»  w0fti  mUowiog  band 

PiCMiiiie  thy  bolts  to  thBow, 
And  deal  damnatioB  roand  the  land 

On  each  tjtidge  thy  foe. 

0 1  am  right,  thy  grace  impart 

1^'  in  the  right  to  stay  ; 
U lam  Wrong, O  teach  my  heart 

T6  find  that  better  way. 

^Ye  vfke  alike  from  foolish  pride 

Or  impious  discontent^ 
At  anght  tiiy  wisdom  has  denied, 

Or  aught  thy  goodness  lent 

'jfeach  me  to  feel  another's  woe^ 

To  hide  the"  foult  I  s^e ; 
^Fbal^mel-cy  I  lo  others  sh6W/ 

Thai  mercy  rfmw  to  me. 

MeMi  tfao'  I  aw,  not  wholly  so;- 

Since,  qmcb^ned  by  thy!  breathy 
0  leftd  po  wheresoe'er  I  go,  ,  . 

Thro'  this  day's  life  or  death  f 

This  day  lib  bread  and  peace  my  lot ; 

All  else  beneath  the  8un 
Thou  know'st  if  best  bestowed  or  not. 

And  let  tby  will  be  doiie. 

To  Thee,  wh6se  temple  is  alt  space,    , 

Whose  altar  earth,  sea,  skitis! 
One  chorus  let  all  being  raise ! 

All  Nature's  incense  rise! 

Thki  period  embraces  many  of  the  most  distin* 
gniahed  names  in  that  bright  galaxy  of  genios  which 

J>rociixed  for  the  age  (whether  justly  or  not  it  is  not 
br  OS  to  determine)  fi»9  prond  tifle  of  'Augustan/ 
Waller^  Dryden^  Addison,  Pope,  and  many  others^ 
contributed  to  smooth  the  numbers  and  language  of 
our  country  to  a  degree  that  has  hardly  been  excelled 
byflie  most  elegant  of  modem  versifiers;  although,  it 
must  be  confessed,  that  they  lost  much  of  the  energy 
and  strength  which  characterize  the  less  laboured 
but  more  forcible  productions  of  their  immediate 
precursors,  and,  we  will  add  also,  of  many  of  their 
successors. 
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Dr.  watts— Mrs.  ELIZABETH  RO we— PITT— THOM- 
SON — YOUNG  —  H  ARTE  —  B  YROM  -^  BOYSE  —  SA- 
MUEL. WESLEY  — Dr.  DODDRIDGE  — FA WKES  — 
SMART —MERRICK  —  BROOKE— COTTON—  SCOTT 
OF  AMWELL. 

Dr.  Watts^  whose  name  occupies  a  high  station 
among  the  writers  of  religions  poetry^  was  equally 
celebrated  as  a  Philosopher  and .  a  Divine. .  His 
works  are  too  numerous  and  too  well  known  to  need 
either  enumeration  or  eulogy  here.  His  Psalms  and 
Hymns  still  deservedly  maintain  their  popularity; 
they  are  equally  suitable  to  youth,  manhood,  and 
old  age.  Abounding  in  sweetness,  simplicity,  and 
pathos,  they  will,  we  have  no  doubt,  descend  to  suc- 
ceeding generations,  who  will  as  justly  as  the  present 
age  appreciate  these  fruits  of  genuine  piety  and  ex- 
alted talent. 

P«ALM  hi-^The  Last  Judgment, 

The  God  of  Glory  'sends  his  summons  fortliy 
Calls  the  south  nations,  and  awakes  the  north : 
From  east  to  west  the  sovereign  order  spread, 
Thro'  distant  worlds,  and  regions  of  tiie  dead. 

The  trumpet  sounds,  hell  trembles,  heav'n  rejoices ; 

Lift  up  your  heads,  ye  saints,  with  cheerful  voices. 
No  more  shall  atheists  mock  his  long  delay ; 
His  veng'ance  sleeps  no  more :  behold  the  day ! 
BjBhoId  the  Judge  descends ;  his  guards  are  nigh  ; 
Tempest  and  fire  attend  him  down  the  sky. 

When  God  appears,  all  nature  shall  adore  him ; 

While  sinners  tremble,  saints  rejoice  before  him. 

'  Heav'n,  earth,  and  hell,  draw  near :  let  all  things  come 
'  To  he^ar  my  justice  and  the  sinner's  doom ; 

*  But  gather  first  my  saints'  (the  Judge  commands) 

*  Bring  them,  ye  angels,  firom  their  distant  lands.' 
When  Christ  returns,  wake  ey'ry  cheerful  passion ; 
And  shout,  ye  saints,  he  comes  for  your  salvation. 

*  Behold !  my  coT'nant  stands  for  ever  good, 
'  Sealed  by  tib'  eternal  sacrifice  in  blood, 

'  And  signed  with  all  their  names ;  the  Greek,  the  Jew, 

*  That  paid  the  antient  worship  or  the  new.' 
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There's  no  distioction  here ;  join  all  yoar  Toieefl, 
And  raise  your  heads,  ye  su&la,  Ibf  heav'ii  rejoices* 

<  Here'  (saith  the  Lord)  ^  ye  angels,  spread  Iheir  thrones, 

*  And  near  me  seat  my  favVites  and  my  sons ; 

'  Co^e,  my  redeemed,  possess  the  joys  prepared 
'  Ere  tine  began ;  ^s  yoor  divine  reward. 

When  Christ  returns,  wake  eVry  cheerful  passion; 

And  shout,  ye  saints,  he  comes  for  your  salvation* 

'  I  am  the  Saviour,  I W  Almighty  God  ( 

'  I  am  the  Judge  i  ye  heavens,  proclaim  abroad 

'  My  just  eternal  sentence,  and  declare 

<  Those  awful  truths  that  sinners  dread  to  hear.' 
When  God  appears,  all  nature  shall  adore  him ; 
While  sinners  tremble,  saintu  rejoicie  before  him; 

*  Stand  foHh,  thou  bold  bhisphemer,  and  profkne, 

*  Kow  feel  my  urtftth^  nor  call  my  1lir)eat*nihgs  vaiil ! 
'  lliott  hytidcritev  onee  drest  in  sainf  s  attire, 

^  I  doom  mee,  painted  hypocrite,  to  fire/ 
Judgihent  proceeds,  hell  trembles,  heaven  rejoices  ; 
Xift  iip  your  heads,  ye  saints,  with  cheierftii  voices* 

*  Not  folr  Ibe  Want  of  goats  or  bullocks  slaiii 

'  Do  I  condemn  thee ;  bulls  and  goats  are  viin 

*  Without  the  fttmes  of  love :  in  vain  the  store 

*  Of  brutal  off'rings  that  were  mine  before.' 
Earth  is  the  Lord's,  all  nature  shall  adore  him ; 
While  siiinei^  tremble,  saints  rejoice  before  him. 

^  If  I  were  hungryr  would  I  ask  thee  food  ? 

'  When  did  I  thirst  or  drink  thy  bullocks'  blood  ? 

*  Mine  are  the  tamer  beasts  and  savage  breed, 

'  Fiocksj  herds,  ,and  fields,  and  forests  where  they  feed.' 
All  is  the  Lord's,  he  rules  the  wide  creation ; 
Gives  sinners  veng'ahce,  and  the  saints  salvation. 

'  bui  i  be  flattered  With  thy  cringing  bows, 
'  Thy  solemn  chatt'rings,  and  ikntastie  vows  ? 

*  ArQ  my  eyes  charmed  thy  vestments  to  behold, 

*  Glaring  in  gems»  and  p;ay  ii|  woven  gold  V 
God  is  the  judge  of  beartis ;  no  fair  disguises 
Cap  screen  the  guilty  when  his  veng'ance  rises. 

'  Unthinking  wretch !  ho^  cduldst  then  hope  to  please 
'  A.  Grodt  a  Spirit,  with  such  toys  as  these  ? 
^  While  with  my  grace  and  statutes  on  tiiy  tongue, 
'  Thou  lov'st  deceit,  and  dost  thy  brother  wrong?' 

Judgment  proceeds,  bell  trembles,  heaVn  rejoices ; 

Lift  up  your  heads,  ye  saints,  with  cheerful  voices. 
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'  In  vain  to  pious  fornui  tby  zeal  pretends ; 

*  Thieves  and  adolfrers  are  tby  chosen  frifsnds ; 
'  While  the  false  iatf  rer  at  my  aliac  wi4ts, 

'  His  hardened  soul  divine  instruction  hattea.* 
God  is  the  judge  of  hearts ;  no  fair  disguises 
Can  screen  the  guilty,  when  his  vengeance  rises. 

'  Silent  I  waited  with  long-suflTring  love ; 

'  But  didst  thou  hope  that  I  should  ne^r  reprove  1 

*  And  cherish  such  an  impious  thought  within, 

*  That  the  All-Holy  would  indulge  thy  sin  ?' 
See  God  appears,  ail  nations  join  t'  adore  hini; 
Judgment  proceeds,  and  sinners  fall  before  him* 

*  Behold  my  terrors  now ;  my  thunders  roll, 

*  And  thy  own  crimes  affright  thy  guilty  soul. 

*  Now,  like  a  lion,  shall  my  veng'ance  tear 

*  Thy  bleeding  heart,  and  no  deliverer  near/ 
Judgment  concludes,  hell  trembles,  heav'n  rejoices; 
Lift  up  your  heads,  ye  saints,  with  cheerful  voices. 

EPIPHONEMA. 

'  Sinners,  awake  betimes ;  ye  foolss  be  wise ; 
'  Awake  before  tiiis  dreadful  morning  rise ; 

*  Change  your  vain  thoughts,  your  crooked  works  amend ; 
'  Fly  to  the  Saviour,  make  the  Judge  your  friend/ 

Then  join,  ye  saints,  wake  ev'ry  cheerful  passion ; 
When  Christ  returns,  he  comes  for  your  salvation* 

Hymn  VI:— -4  Morning  Sono. 

.  Once  more,  my  soul,  the  rising  day 
Salutes  thy  waking  eyes ; 
Once  more,  my  voice,  thy  tribute  pay 
To  him  that  rules  the  skies. 

Kight  unto  night  his  name  repeats. 

The  day  renews  the  sound, 
Wide  as  the  heaven  on  which  he  sits. 

To  turn  the  seasons  round. 

^s  he  supports  my  mortal  frame ; 
'  My  tongue  shall  speak  his  praise; 
My  sins  would  rouse  his  wrath  to  flame, 
And  yet  his  wratii  delays. 

On  a  poor  worm  thy  po¥^r  might  tread, 

And  I'CouM  ne*er  withstand : 
Thy  justice  might  have  crushed  me  dead, 

But  Mercy  held  thine  hand . 

A  thousand  vn^etched  souls  are  fled 

Since  tiie  last  setting  sun, 
And  yet  tboa  length'nest  out  my  thread, 

And  yet  my  moments  run. 
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Dear  God,  let  all  my  hours  be  thine, 

Whilst  I  enjoy  the  light ! 
Then  shall  my  sun  in  smiles  decline, 

And  bring  a  pleasant  night. 

Hymn  LXV  : — The  Hopes  (/ Heaven  our  Support  under 
Trials  on  Earth. 

When  I  can  read  my  title  clear 

To  mansions  in  the  skies, 
1  bid  farewell  to  ev'ry  fear, 

And  wipe  my  weeping  eyes. 
Should  earth  against  my  soul  engage, 
And  hellish  darts  be  hurled, 
.  Then  I  can  smile  at  Satan's  rage, 
^     And  face  a  frowning  world. 

Let  cares  like  a  wild  deluge  come, 

And  storms  of  sorrow  fall ; 
May  I  but  safely  reach  my  home. 

My  God,  my  heav'n,  my  all ! 

There  shall  I  bathe  my  weary  soul 

In  seas  of  heav'nly  rest. 
And  not  a  wave  of  trouble  roll 

Across  my  peaceful  breast. 

HVRTN  LXVI :— il  Prospect  o/*  Heaven  waAes  Death  Easy. 

There  is  a  land  of  pure  delight, 

Where  saints  immortal  reign ; 
Infinite  day  excludes  the  night, 

And  pleasures  banish  pain. 

There  everlasting  spring  abides, 

And  never-witnnng  flow'rs : 
Death,  like  a  narrow  sea,' divides 

This  heav'niy  land  from  ours. 
Sweet  fields  beyond  the  swelling  flood 

Stand  dressed  in  living  green ; 
So  to  the  Jews  old  Canaan  stood. 

While  Jordan  rolled  between. 
But  tim'rous  mortals  start  and  shrink 

To  cross  this  narrow  sea ; 
And  linger,. shiv'ring,  on  the  brink, 

And  fear  to  launch  ftway. 
O !  could  we  make  our  doubts  remove, 

Those  gloomy  doubts  that  rise. 
And  see  the  Canaan  that  we  love 

With  unbeclouded  eyes ; 
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Could  we  but  climb  where  Moses  stood. 

And  view  the  landscape  o'er. 
Nor  Jordan's  streams,  nor  death's  cold  flood, 

Should  fright  us  from  the  shore. 

The  pious  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rowe  possessed 
considerable  talents,  which  she  devoted  to  the  best 
of  aJl  purposes — the  promotion  of  religion  and  vir- 
tue: the  longest  of  her  Poetical  Works  is' The  His- 
tory of  Joseph,  besides  which  she  wrote  several 
Hymns,  with  one  of  which  we  present  pur  readers. 

Thou  didst,  O  mighty  God!  exist 

Ere  time  began  its  race ; 
Before  the  ample  elements. 

Filled  up  the  void  of  space : 

Before  the  ponderous  earthly  globe 

In  fluid  air  was  stayed, 
Before  the  Ocean's  mighty  springs 

Their  liquid  stores  displayed : 

Ere  through  the  gloom  of  antient  night 

The  streaks  of  light  appeared ; 
Before  the  high  celestial  arch 

Or  starry  poles  were  reared : 

Before  the  loud  melodious  spheres 

Their  tuneful  round  begun ; 
Before  the  shining  roads  of  heaven 

Were  measured  by  the  Sun^ 

Ere  through  the  empyrean  courts 

One  hallelujah  rung ; 
Or  to  their  harps  the  Sons  of  Light 

Ecstatic  anthems  siing :  . 

Ere  men  adored,  or  angels  knew 

Or  praised  thy  wondrous  name; 
Thy  bliss,  O  Sacred  Spring  of  Life ! 

Thy  glory  was  the  same. 

And  when  the  Pillars  of  the  World 

With  sudden  ruin  break. 
And  all  this  vast  and  goodly  fitime 

Sinks  in  the  mighty  wreck ; 

When  from  her  orb  the  Moon  shall  start, 

Th'  astonished  Sun  roll  back. 
And  all  the  trembling  starry  lamps 

Their  antient  course  forsake ; 
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For  ever  permanent  and  fixed, 

From  a^tation  free, 
Unchanged  in  t^verlastin}^  years 

Shall  Thy  existence  be. 

'  Pitt,  the  celebrated  translator  of  Virgily  wrote 
maay  Paraphr€ises :  fhey  possess  considerable  spirit 
and  picity,  biit,  each  being  too  long  for  insertidii 
here,  we  must  refer  the  reader  to  Pitt's  Works,  should 
he  be  desirous  of  perusing  what  our  limited  space 
codipels  us  to  exclude. 

James  Thomson,  the  poet  of  Nature,  whose  beau- 
tiful descriptive  poem^^  The  Seasons,  contains  many 
passages  which  mark  a  mind  imbued  with  pious  as 
well  as  poetic  feeling,  wrote  A  Hymn  to  the  Deity, 
which  is  generally  subjoined  to  his  larger  work,  and 
the  following 

Paraphrase  on  the  latter  Part  of  the  sixth  Chapter  of 
St.  Matthew* 

When  my  breast  labours  with  oppressiye  care, 
And  o'er  my  cheek  descends  the  falling  tear ; 
While  all  my  warring  passions  are  at  strife, 
Oh,  let  me  listen  to  the  words  of  life ! 
Raptures  deep  felt  his  doctrine  did  impart, 
And  thus  he  raised  from  earth  the  drooping  beAlrt : 

Think  not,  when  all  your  scanty  stores  ^ord 
Is  spread  at  once  upon  the  sparing  board ; 
Think  not,  when  worn  the  homely  robe  appears, 
While  on  the  roof  the  howling  tempest  bears;: 
What  further  shall  this  feeble  life  sustain, 
And  what  shall  clotiie  these  shiv'ring  limbs  again. 
Say,  does  not  life  its  nourishment  exceed! 
And  the  fair  body  its  investing  weed  ? 
Behold !  and  look  away  iyour  low  despair-«- 
See  the  light  tenants  of  die  barren  air: 
To  them  nor  stores  nor  granaries  belong. 
Nought  but  the  woodland  and  the  pleasing  song; 
Yet  voui  kind  heaVnly  Father  bends  his  eye 
On  the  least  wing  that  flits  along  the  sky. 
To  him  they  sing  when  spring  renews  the  plain. 
To  him  they  cry  in  wintei^s  pinching  reign ; 
Nor  is  their  musie  or  their  plaint  in  vain ; 
He  hears  the  gay  and  the  distressful  call, 
And  with  unsparing  bounty  fills  them  all* 
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Observe  the  rising  lilt's  snowy  graee^ 
Observe  the  various  vegetable  race ; 
They  neither  toil  nor  spin,  but  careless  grow, 
Yet  see  how  warm  they  blush !  how  bright  they  glow ! 
What  regal  vestments  ean  with  theni  compare  ? 
What  Ung  so'sfaiiuyng,  «r  what  qqeen  so  firir  ? 

If  ceaseless  tl^us  the  fowls  of  heaven  he  feeds^ 
If  o'er  the  fields  such  lucid  robes  he  spreads, 
Will  he  not  care  for  you,  ye  faithless,  say? 
I»  he  nvwifie ;  or  are  yp  l^ss  than  they  ?        '    . 

Co/aiempoTBxy  wilii  Thomson  was  the  most  cele- 
brated.of  modern  Sacred  Poets,  Dr,  Young.  His 
Nighi  Thoughts  are  too  well  known  to  our  readers 
to  need  either  extract  or  comment.  Among  his  minor 
religions  poems  are  to  be  found  many  beauties. 
His  Paraphrase  upon  part  of  Hie  Book  (iff  Job  teems 
with  the  magnific^Qt  imagery  of  the  original.  His 
Last  Day  19  ajso  extremely  fine,  ai^d  oonta^id  many 
high-wrought  passages,  of  which  the  following  may 
be  taken  as  a  specimen.  It  is  indeed  the  offspring 
of  a  mind  which,  in  many  of  its  conceptions,  ap- 
proaches very  nearly  to  the  sublime. 

AmA  is  fhere  a  Last  Day  ?  and  mast  there  come    ' 
A  sure,  a  ^xed,  inexorable  doom  ? 
Ambition,  swell,  and,  thy  proud  sails  to  show, 
Take  all  the  winds  that  vanity  can  blow : 
Wealthy  on  a  golden  moantain  bUuEing  stand. 
And  reach  as  India  Ibrth  in  either  hand ; 
Spread  a)l  thy  purple  clusters,  tempting  Yiiie» 
And  thou,  moire  dreaded  foe,  bright  Beautyj*  sfauie ; 
Shine  all ;;  in  ail  your  charnis  together  me ; 
That  all,  in  all  your  charms,  I  may  despise^ 
While  I  mount  upward  on  a  strong  desire^ 

Borne  lilp^  Elijah  on  a  car  of  fire.-         

In  hopes  of  glory  to  be  ^uite  involyed ! 
To  smile  at  death !  to  long  to  be  dissolved ! 

From  biir  decays  a  pleasure  to  receive ! 

And  kindle  into  transport  at  a  grav^ ! 

What  equaii^  this  ?  and  shall  the  victor  now 

Boast  the  proud  laurels  on  his  loaded  brow  ? 

Religion !  oh  thou  cherub,  heavenly  bright ! 

^b,  joys  unmixed,  and  fathomless  delight! 

Thou,  Thou  art  all«;  nor  find  I  in  the  whole 

Cr<^tion  ought  but  God  and  my  own  soul. 
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Harte^  the  biographer  of  Chistavus  Adolphus, 
wrote  many  Divine  Poems;  also  a  Collecii^  of  Re- 
ligious  Poems,  entitled  The  Amaranth :  they  are  for  the 
most  part  long  and  very  unequal,  and  but  few  parts 
are  worth  extracting  for  the  reader's  perusal.  As  our 
«pace  is  limiifced,  we  must  on  the  present  occasion 
decline  the  task. 

Byrom,  the  author  of  that  celebrated  Pastoral 
My  Time,  oh  ye  Muses,  was  happily  spent,  wrote 
many  devotional  pieces,  tlie  whole  of  which  possess 
considerable  ability ;  some  indeed  (a  contemporary 
critic  thinks)  would  not  suffer  by  comparison  with 
Dr.  Watts.  We  insert  for  our  readers'  gratification 
one  of  his  best  poems,  entitled 

A  Penitential  Soliloquy. 

What !  Uio'  no  objects  strikts  upon  the  sight, 
Thy  sa»cred  presence  is  an  inward  light ; 
,'    What ! '  tho'  no  sounds  shall  penetrate  the  ear. 
To  listening  thought  the  voice  of  troth  is  clear ; 
Sincere  devotion  needs  no  outward  shrine, 
The  centre  of  an  humble  soul  is  thine. 

There  may  I  worship,  and  there  may^st  thou  place 

Thy  seat  of  mercy  and  thy  throne  of  grace;  , 

Yea  fix,  if  Christ  my  advocate  appear. 

The  dread  tribunal  of  thy  justice  there ; 

Let  each  vain  thought,  let  each  impure  desire. 

Meet  in  thy  wrath  with  a  consuming  fire. 

Whilst  the  kind  rigours  of  a  righteous  doom 
AU  deadly  filth  of  selfish  pride  consume, 
Thou,  Lord,  catfst  raise,  tW  punishing  for  sin. 
The  joys  of  peaceful  penitence  within ; 
Thy  justice  and  thy  mercy  both  are  sweet. 
That  make  our  sufferings  and  salvation  meet. 
Befall  me. then  whatever  God  shall  please. 
His  wounds  are  healing  and  his  griefs  give  ease ; 
He,  like  a  troe  physician  of  the  soul, 
Applies  the  med  cine  that  may  make  it  whole ; 
rU  do,  I'll  suffer  whatsoe'er  he  vrills, 
1  see  his  aim  thro'  all  these  transient  ills. 

Tis  to  infuse  a  salutary  grief. 
To  fit  the  mind  for  absolute  relief ; 
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That,  f«»4  «mi  «if 'ry  ftli^  aod  fioito  kKf^ 
Dead  fo  tibe  »wld»  alite  to  tkian  above. 
The  MMil  inay  jriae  4it  in  ite  flrtmrmej  youth* 
And  wonbip  Ood  in  jpiril  #nd  in  tr«tli* 

The  onfortaiiate  mid  impradent  Boysb's  PaBM  of 
Thb  Dbity  wad  lughly  praised  by  some  of  bi$  con- 
tOTtporarieSy  o^pecyi^lly  by  Fieldiiig^  'To  write 
piously  on  such  a  ttene'  (says  Soudiey)  '  may  ex- 
piate the  presamptioB  of  flie  attempt,  but  capmot 
palliate  the  fblhr.  Tbp  perfect  absurdity  of  this 
criticisni  must  b6  obvious  to  all,  and  tfate  extract 
which  we  shall  proceed  to  make,  will  coimiioe  our 
readers  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  assertion 
of  the  same  critic^  tbat  *  Boy  se's  Poems  excite  little 
pleasure,  and  impart  no  instruction/ 

Wisdom  of  the  Deity. 

,  > .  O  Thoi^  wh(^  when  the*  Almighty  formed  this  all, 

tfjplield  tl^  scale  and  weighed  each  balanced  hall ; 
^     And  as  Iffii  Innd  completed  each  design, 
..Hilittber^d  tiie  work,  iind  filled  the  seal  diviaej 

O  Wisdom  infinite !  creation's  sonl,  .    . 

Whose  rays  diffuse  jnew  lostre  o'er  the  whole. 

What  tongues  shall  make  thy  charms  celestial  known? 

What  hand,  fidr  goddess!  paint  thee  but  thy  own ? 
What  thoagh  in  Natore^s  nmrersid  store 

Appear  the  wanders  of  almigfaty  powV; 

Pow'r,  onattended,<terror  would  inspire. 

Awed  must  wegaiie,  and  eomfiwlless  admire* 

Bat  when  fi^r  Wisdom  joins  in  the  design^ 

The  beauty  of  the  ;wliole  vesulf  a  divinel 
Hence  life  nokaoiHedges  its  gloiioas  oanaey 

And  matter  owns  its  freat  Disposer's  laws; 

Hence  ,io^a  thousand  different  models  wroughtt-  ' 

Now  fiked  to  quiet,  now  allied  to  thought ; 

Hence  l|pw  the  forms  an^l  properties  of  thfaigs^  ^ 

Hence  rises  harmony,  and  order  springs ; 

Else,  had  the  mass  a.shapeles8  Chaos  lay. 

Nor  ever  felt  the.dawn  <>f  Wlsdomfs  day  1 
See  how,  associate,  round  their  oentiiiliSon 

Their  feithfutfingA'tlieeiMdfngfdanets  nna; 

StaU  eoui-disiant»  Mnrercyet^liioiiiaavr 

Exactly  trfwigAtoif'iippoifeMM^Mni* 

Mark  how  the  AlMSMttK4yi»g  <w^iM^^ 

While  feom  Oie  JMiNlMjnpnlily  JigM  c^wiifi, 
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Breathes' ber  wide  infloenee  on  Hhe  world  below, 

And  bids  the  tides  alternate  ebb  and  flow. 

View  how  in  conne  the  constant  seasons  rise, 

Deform  the  earth,  or  beanfi^  the  sicies :    - 

Fiist,  Spring  advancing,  widb  her  flqw'ry  train; 

Nex^  Summer's  band,  that  spreads  the  silvan  scene ;. 

Then,  Antnmn,  with  her  yellow  harvests  crowned, 

And  trembling  Winter  close  the  annual  roond^ 

Hie  T^etable  tribes  observant  trace. 

From  the  tsU  cedar  to  the  creeping  grass : 

The  cbaui  of  animated  beings  scale. 

From  the  small  reptile  to  tV  enormous  whale ; 

From  the  strong  eagle  stooping  through  the  skies, 

To  the  low  insect  that  escafies  ttrjr  eyes  I 

And  see,  if  see  thou  canst,  in  ev'iy  frame. 

Eternal  Wisdom  shine  confessed  the  same : 

As  proper  oigans  to  the  least  assigned. 

As  proper  means  to  propagate  the  kind. 

As  just  tiie  structnre,p  and  as  wise  die  plan. 

As  in  this  lord  of  all^-debating  man !  , 

To  (he  pen  of  Samubl  Wbsley,  brother  to  the 
celebrated  John  Wbslby,  we  are  indebted  for  one 
of  flie  sweetest  pieces  of  Sacted  Lyrical  Poetry  otir 
language  can  boast 

Isaiah  XL,  6-8, 

The  morning  flowers  display  their  sweets, 
And  gay  their  silken  leaves  unfold^ 

As  careless  of  the  noon-tide  heats,     -^ 
And  fearless  of  the  evening  cold. 

Nipt  by  the  wind's  untimely  blast,    ' 

Farehed  by  'the  sun*s  director  ray. 
The  momentary  glories  waste, 

The  short-lived  beauties  die  away* 

So  blooms  the  human  face  divine. 
When  youth  its  pride  of  beauty  shows ; 

Fairer  than  spring  the  colours  shine. 
And  sweeter  than  the  new-blown  rose. 

But  worn  by  slowly  rolling  years. 

Or  broke  by  sickness  in  a  day. 
The  fiiding  gloiy  disappears. 

Hie  shoctplived  beauties  die  away. 

Yet  these,  new-rising  from  the  tmab^ 
With  lustre  brIgfatiBr  frr  shaU  shrae^ 

(If  goodness  in  the  lifedid  Moon)     '  ' 
Bafip'Qom  diseases  and  dssinu. 
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L0I  nckMit  Matt,  let  dMOh  d0TMr« 
So  UeATOQ  but  reoonpeBM  our  psiM ; 

Peiiab  the  gnis,  and  Me  tlM  flowar. 
If  firm  the  word  of  God  I 


The  pious  and  exemplary  Doddridgb,  author  of 
so  many  works  which  nave  acquired  and  still  retain 
a  high  and  well  merited  popularity,  and  have  bene- 
fitted, and  will  benefit  so  many  generatioos,  com- 
posed  a  volume  of  Hymns;  they  abound  in  true 
piety  and  heavenly  aspirations,  and  are  clothed  in 
language  partaking  both  of  elevation  and  simplicity. 

Isaiah  XL,  15-17. 

Ye  weak  inbabitants  of  olay, 
Ye  trifliDg^  insecta  of  a  daj, 
Low  in  your  native  dnat  bow  down 
Before  tfa^  £tenial'a  awfol  tbrooe.    ' 

Witb  trembfinr  beart,  with  aolenm  eje, 
Behold  Jehovah  aeated  high ; 
And  search  what  worthy  sadrifioe 
Your  hands  can  give,  your  thougfati  detise. 

Yet  Lebanon  her  cedars  bring. 
To  bhoe  before  the  soVreign  King ; 
And  all  the  beasts  tiiat  on  it  feed, 
As  vietinis  at  iiis  altar  bleed. 

Lend  let  ten  thousand  trumpets  soand. 
And  call  remotest  nations  round. 
Assembled  on  the  crowded  plains. 
Princes  and  people,  kings  and  swains. 

Joined  with  the  Hying,  let  the  dead 
Rising  the  face  of  earai  o'erspread ; 
And  while  his  praise  unites  their  tongnes. 
Let  angels  echo  back  the  songs. 

The  drop  that  from  the  backet  fidls, 
The  dust  that  hangs  upon  the  scales. 
Is  more  to  sky,  and  eartii,  and  sea. 
Than  attthis  pomp,  O  God,  to  thee. 

Isaiah  LX,  19-SO. 

Ye  golden  lamps  of  hesiten,  fiiriiwelt, 

WHh  aU  your  feeble  Kght : 
Farewell,  thou  ever-changjng  Moon, 

Pale  empMMrof  the  idght. 
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And  tlioa,  Mfalgeat  Mb  of  4ay» 

;I»Mgiiterto«0t  armjfied. 
My  soul,  that  springs  teyoMd  ^y  sphere, 

No  iBore  deuMuods  Hkj  m4» 

Ye  atfos  are  but  the  slikwig  dast 

Of  my  4iviDe  abode. 
Hie  travement  of  those  lietly'iily  courts, 

li^i^We  1  shall  r^igti  with  God. 

-    The  lather  of  eternal  %bt 
'        Shall  there  his  beams  display; 
.      Nor4rtiaIlQ«e  oioiiieiit's  daitoeM  mill 
\Kitb  that  unvaried  d|iy # 

No  more  the  drops  of  piercing  j^ef 

Shall  swell  into  mine  eyes ; 
Nor  the  meridian  stm  decline 

Amidst  those  brighter  :slfii<e«. 

There  all  the  millions  of  his  saints 

Shall  in  one -song  nnitey 
And  ea$jb  the  bli4s  qfaH  shall  v«iew 

tVith  infinite  :deiUgbt* 

FawkjKs^  ibe^c^elebtuted  translator, ^o was  a  cler- 
gyman,  penned  a  few  religions  pieces,  ,whi|)h  are  so 
excellent,  that  wer^gr^t  be  did  not  pay  bis  devotions 
ofteaer  to  the  iSacred  BInse. 

7%e  PrcTURE  of  Old  Age,  '     ' 

Panphnved  firom  tite  »even  iSrst  serves  of  the  xiith  Chapter  of  Eccle^iastes^. 

My  Son,  attentive  hear  th^  voice  oCtrath, 

Remember  thy  Creator  in  thy.youtfa, 

Ere  days  of  pale  adversitv  appear, 

And  age  and  isorrow  fill  the  gloomy  year; 

When,  wearied  with  vexation^  thou  sh>lt  say, 

*  No  rest  hy  night  I  know,  no  joy  by  day.' 

Ere  the  bright  sonFs  enlig1itenedj>ower  was  finil, 

Ere  reason,  mmiiary,  and  fimey  &iU 

But  care  succeeds  to  care»  and  pain  to  pain. 

As  olouds  urge  ckmds  returning  alter  rain. 

Ere  yet  the  arms.onnerred  and  feeble  grow. 

The  weak  legs  tremble,  and  the  loose  knees  bow ; 

Ere  yet  the  grinding  of  the  teeth  is  o'er, 

And  the  dim  eyestehbid  the  Sitti  no  more; 

Ere  yet  the  palUdUps forget  to. ipttl^    . 

The  gums  are  toothle^  imdithe  Yoioeia imiky 

Resdess  he  liyeswhen  the  iavk  hp  heara^ . 

Yet  sweetest  mnsic^Sult  to  iOhfi^i^^l^'W^^    . 
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A  stone  or  hillock  tonit  his  gfddjpbndii, 

Appalled  with  fear  be  totten  o'er  ther  pkiii. 

And,  as  the  almond-tree  white  ilowert  displays, 

His  head  grows  hoary  with  the  lengtt  of  days ; 

As  leanness  In  the  grasshopper  prevails. 

So  shrinks  his  body  and  his  stomach  fails. 

Doomed  to  the  grave,  his  last  long  home,  to  go, 

The  mourners  march  along  with  solemn  woe : 

Ere  yet  life^  silver  cord  be  snapt  in  twain. 

Ere  broke  the  golden  bowl  that  holds  the  brain ; 

Ere  broke  the  pitcher  at  the  foontful  heart. 

Or  life's  wheel  shivered,  and  the  soul  depart, 

Then  shall  the  dnst  to  native  Earth  be  given. 

The  Sonl  shall  soar  8id>lime,  and  wing  its  way  to  Heaven. 

Christopher  SMART^who  foar  times  gained  The 
Seaianian  Prize,  at  one  period  of  his  life  had  the 
misfortone  to  be  the  inmate  of  a  madhouse,  where  he 
composed  his  Sang  to  David,  and,  being  debarred 
pen  and  ink,  wrote  it  with  a  coal,  or  an^  thing  that 
came  in  his  way,  on  the  wainscot:  after  hid  recovery, 
he  wrote  The  Pandtks  of  our  Skwiaur,  in  familiar 
Terse.  It  is  said  that  Smart  was  so  impressed  with 
the  .importance  of  th6  subjects  of  his  religious  poems, 
that  he  frequently  wrote  ttiem  on  his  knees.  lie  pos- 
sesses great  command  of  imagery,  and  at  times  rises 
to  sublimity,  as  the  following  passage,  desciiptlTe  of. 
The  Last  Day,  will  evince : — 

A  Day  shall  come,  when  all  this  Earth  shall  perish, 
Nor  leave  behind  ev'n  Chaos ;  it  shall  come 
When  all  the  armies  of  the  elements 
Shall  war  against  themselyes ;  and  mntoal  rage. 
To  make  Perdition  triumph :  it  shall  coipe 
When  the  capacious  atmosphere  above 
Shall  in  solphureons  thunders  groan,  and  die, 
And  vanish  intavoid;  the  earth  beneath 
Shall  sever  to  the  centre,  and  devour 
Th'  enormous  blaae  of  the  destructive  flames. 
Ye  rocks,  that  mock  the  raving  of  the  floods, 
And  proudly  frown  upon  th'  impatient  deep, 
Where  is  your  grandeur  now?  Ye  foaming  waves, 
That  all  along  Ui'  immense  Atlantic  roar, 
la  vain  ye  swell ;  will  a  fbw  drops  suffice 
To  quench  the  inextinguishable  fire? 
Ye  mountains,  on  wheee  eioud-crowned  tops  the  cedars 
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Are  lessened  into  8farn|>8,  magiiifie  piles, 
That  prop  the  padnfted  chambers  of  the  heavens, 
And  nx  the  earth  continual;  Atfaos,  where;     ' 
Where,  Te|ieriffe*s,  thy  stateliness  to*day? 
What,  iGtna,  are  thy  flames  to  these  ?*-*-N<i  more 
Than  the  poor  glow-worm  to  the  golden  $un. 

Nor  shall  the  verdant  val  lies  .then  remain 
Safe  in  their  meek  submission;  they  the  debt 
Of  nature  and  of  jtistice  too  must  pay. 
Yet  I  most  weep  for  you,  ye  rival  fair, 
Amo  and  Andaiutda;  bat  for  thee 
More  largely  and  with  filial  tears  must  weep, 
O  Albion,  O  my  country!    Thou  must  join, 
In  vain  dissevered  lirom  the  rest,  mast  join 
The  terrors  of  th'  inevitable  ruin. 

Nor  thou,  illustrious  monarch  of  the  day ; 
Nor  thou,  Mr  queen  of  night ;  nor  you,  ye  stars, 
Tbo'  million  leagues  und  milUon  still  remote, 
Shail  yet  survive  that  day;  ye  must  submit* 
Sharers,  not  b^ght  spectators  of  the  scene*^ 

Sut  tbo'  the  earth  shall  to  the  centre  perish, 
Nor  leave  behind  ev'n  Chaos ;  tfao*  the  air 
With  all  the  elements  must  pass  away, 
VftMi  as  an  ideof  s  dream ;  tho^  tb^  huge  rocks, 
,  That  brandish  the  tall  cedars  on  their  tops, 
.  With  humbler  vales  mus.t  to  perdition  yield ; 
Tbo^the  gilt  Sun,  and  silver-tressed  Moon 
' ' *    Wilh  all  her  bright  retinue  must  be  lost ; 

Yet  Thou,  Greet  Fatter  of  the  World,  surviv'st 
Eternal,  as  thou  wert :  Yet  still  survives  . 
The  soul  of  man  immortal,  perfect  now, 
And  cai^dale  for  unexpiring  joys. 

Jambs  Merrick,  €t  divine  aad  poet,  wricite  much 
Sacred  Poetary ;  amongst  which  may  be  famid  many 
clever  Paraphrases  of  the  Psalms,  and  several  other 
portions  of  the  Scripture :  from  these  we  select 

The  *  Nunc  Dimittis.' 

'Tiff  enough — the  hour  is  come ; 
Now  within  the  sileat  tomb 
Let  this  mortal  frame  decay, 
JiViIingled  with  its  kindred  day ; 
Since  fhy. mercies,  oft. of  old 
By  thy  chosen  seers  foretoM^ 
Faithfol  now  and  sted&st  prove, 
GtKi  ol'Trath  an4  God  of  X«oye ! 
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Since  at  length  my  aged  eye 
Sees  the  Day-spring  from  on  high, 
Sun  of  Righteousness,  to  thee, 
Lto !  the  nations  bow  the  knee ; 
And  the  realms  of  distant  kings 
Own  the  healing  of  thy  wings. 
Those  whcmi  Death  had  overspread 
With  his  dark  and  dreary  shade. 
Lift  their  eyes,  and  from  afar 
Hail  the  light  of  Jacob's  star ; 
Waiting  till  the  promised  ray 
Turn  their  darkness  into  day* 
See  the  beams,  intensely  shed, 
Shine  o'er  Sion's  favoured  head ! 
Never  may  they  hence  remove, 
God  of  Truth  and  God  of  Love ! 

Nathaniel  Cottok,  the  aniiiOT  of  The  Fables  and 
many  moral  poems,  which  will  be  admired  while 
simplicity  of  thought  and  harmony  of  versification 
shaU  excite  praise>  wrote  several  very  pleasing  short 
pieces  6f  religious  poetry:  oar  limited  space  pre- 
cludes oar  giving  more  than  one  specimen  to  the 
reader,  otherwise  the  whole  is  well  worthy  of  ex- 
tracting. 

A  Sunday  Hymn. 

tin  ImlUtlon  of  pr.  WAtts.] 

This  is  the  day  the  Lord  of  Life 

Ascended  to  the  skies ; . 
My  thoughts  pursue  the  lofty  scheme. 

And  to  the  Heavens  arise. 

Let  no  vain  cares  divert  my  mind 

From  this  celestial  road. 
Nor  all  the  honours  of  the  earth- 

Betaiii  my  soul  from  G(>d«i 

Think  of  the  splendours  of  that  places 

The  joys  that  are  on  high  ;- 
Nor  meanly  rest  coiitented  heriB      , 

With  worlds  beneath  the  sky. 

HeaVnisthe  birth-place  of  ihe  Saints,        • 

To  Heaven  their  souls  ascend ; 
Tb'  Ahnigfaty  owns  his  (kVAie  rtice  "^ 

Aa  Father  and  ai  JB^ieud. 


y  Google 


IX&XW  INTEODUCTION. 


Oh,  may  these  lovely  titles  prove 

My  comfort  and  defence, 
When  the  sick  conch  shall  be  my  lot, 

And  Death  shall  call  me  hence ! 

Scott  of  Amwell^  as  he  is  generally  called,  was 
a  Quaker  by  birtfi.  Among  bis  miscellaneous  com- 
positions are  to  be  found  several  Sacred  Poems,  two 
of  which  obtained  Seatonian  Prizes:  there  being  no- 
thing remarkable  either  in  their  style  or  composition, 
our  readers  must  excuse  us  from  presenting  them 
with  any  extract. 

In  this  age  Sacred  Poetry  assumed  a  hew  form, 
from  the  labours  of  Watts,  Doddridge,  and  other 
pious  and  enlightened  men;  it  ceased  to  be  dis- 
figured by  the  poor  conceits  and  metaphysical  doc- 
trines which  had  previously  been  its  almost  universal 
accompaniments;  and,  instead  of  being  addressed  to 
the  head  alone,  appealed  more  forcibly  to  the  heart, 
which  it  roused  to  devotion  by  means  at  once  the 
most  simple  and  the  most  powerful. 

The  character  of  the  times  was  vastly  improved ; 
the  dissolute  manners  and  unsettled  principles  of  the 
former  age  had  been  gradually  corrected  by  the  writ- 
ings of  the  eminent  Moralists  and  Divines  by  whom 
this  was  adorned,  and  a  brighter  era  was  now  open- 
ing upon  our  country. 


DR.  JOHNSON— MRS.  ELIZABETH  CARTER— CHAT- 
TERTON— LOGAN— BLACKLOCK  —ROBERTS  —MA- 
SON—DR.  BLAIR- DR.  GLYNN— BISHOP  LOWTH— 
BISHOP  PORTEUS-DR.  OGILVIE-COWPER— NEW- 
TON-BURNS-GRAHAME— HENRY  KIRKE  WHITE 
-LORD  BYRON— MATURIN. 

That  great  philosopher  and  moralist  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnson,  in  his  varied  and  multitudinous  writmgs. 
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hos,  we  lament  to  say,  left  us  hut  one  slight  speci- 
men of  Sacred  Poesy — it  is  as  follows : — 

Proverbs  XI,  6-n. 

Tarn  io^  Uie  prudent  Ant  tirjr  beedful  eyes, 
Obierve  lier  labours^  sloggard,  ftnd  be  wise : 
No  stern  command,  no  monkery  voice 
Prescribes  her  dotiea^  or  direots  ber  choice ; 
Yet^  timely  provident,  sbe  hastes  away 
To  snatch  the  blessings  of  the  plenteous  day: 
When  fraitfolsammer  loads  the  teeming  plain, 
She  €rop8.the  harvest,  and  «he  stores  the  grain. 
How  long  shall  sloth  usurp  thy  useless  hours. 
Unnerve  tby  vigour,  and  enchain  thy  powers; 
While  artful  shades  Ihy  downy  couch  enclose. 
And  soft  solicitation  courts  repose  ? 
Amidst  the  drowsy  charms  of  dull  delight  < 

Year  chases  year  with  unremitted  flight, 
Till  want  now  following,  fraudulent  and  slow. 
Shall  spring  to  seize  thee  like  an  ambushed  foe. 

Contemporary  and  intimate  with  Dr.  Johnson  was 
that  learned  and  highly-gifted  lady^  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Carter.  Much  of  her  poetry  is  of  a  moral 
and  didactic  nature;  but  the  following  partakes,  in 
an  eminent  degree,  of  the  religious  feelings  which 
unifonnly  characterized  her,  through  along  and  well- 
spent  life. 

Thoughts  tu  Midnioht. 

While  Night  in  solemn  shade  invests  the  Pole, 
And  calm  reflection  soothes  the  pensive  soul; 
While  Reason  undisturbed  asserts  her  sway, 
And  life's  deceitful  colours  fade  away : 
To  Thee !  all-conscious  presence  I  I  devote 
This  peaceful  interval  of  sober  thought. 
Here  all  my  better  faculties  confine. 
And  be  this  hour  of  sacred  silence  Thine. 

If,  by  the  day's  illusive  scenes  misled. 
My  erring  soul  from  Virtue's  patlrhas  strayed ; 
If  by  example  snared,  by  passion  warmed. 
Some  false  delight  my  giddy  sense  has  charmed. 
My  calmer  thoughts  the  wretched  choice  reprove, 
And  my  best  hopes  are  centered  in  Thy  love. 
Deprived  of  this,  can  life  one  joy  afford  ? 
Its  utmost  boast  a  vain  unmeaning  word, 
h 
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But,  -ah !  how  oft  my  lawless  passions  rove, 
And  break  .those  awful  precepts  I  approve ! 
Pursue  the  fatal  impulse  I  abhor, 
And  violate  the  virtue  I  adore ! 
Oft,  when  thy  gracious  Spirif s  guardian  care 
Warned  my  fond  soul  to  shun  the  tempting  snare, 
My  stubborn  will  his  gentle  aid  represt, 
And  checked  the  rising  goodness  in  my  breast ; 
Mad  with  vain  hopes,  or  ur^ed  by  false  desires. 
Stilled  his  soft  voice,  and  quenched  his  sacred  fires. 

With  grief  opprest,  and  prostrate  in  the  dust, 
Should'st  thou  condemn,  J  own  the  sentence  just. 
But,  oh,  thy  softer  titles  let  me  claim. 
And  plead  my  cause  by  Mercy's  gentle  name. 
Mercy,  that  wipes  the  penitentisd  tear. 
And  dissipates  the  horrors  of  despair ; 
From  rigorous  Justice  steals  the  vengeful  hour. 
Softens  the  dreadful  attribute  of  power; 
Disarms  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God, 
And  seals  my  pardon  in  a  Saviour's  blood. 

All-powerful  Grace,  exert  thy  gentle  sway, 
And  teach  my  rebel  passions  to  obey. 
Lest  lurking  Folly  with  insidious  art 
Regain  my  'volatile,  inconstant  heart. 
Shall  evVy  high  resolve  devotion  frames 
Be  only  lifeless  sounds  and  specious  names? 
Or  rather  while  thy  hopes  and  fears  controul 
In  this  still  hour  each  motion  of  my  soul. 
Secure  its  safety  by  a  sudden  doom, 
And  be  the  soft  retreat  of  sleep  my  tomb. 
Calm  let  me  slumber  in  that  dark  repose. 
Till  the  last  mom  its  orient  beam  disclose : 
Then,  when  the  great  Archangel's  potent  sound 
Shall  echo  through  Creation's  ample  round, 
Waked  from  the  sleep  of  Death,  with  joy  survey 
The  op'ning  splendours  of  eternal  day. 

That  child  of  genius  and  misfortune^  Thomas 
Chatterton,  who,  perhaps,  has  a  better  cla.im  to 
the  title  of  Prodigy  than  any  on  whom  it  has  been 
lavished,  claims  oilr  attention .  as  the  author  of  a 
beautiful  Hymn,  written  at  the  age  oi  eleven.  When 
we  take  a  review  of  tiie- early  poetical  productions 
of  the  greatest  poets  of  any  age,  we  are  struck  with 
astonishment  to  observe  how  vastly  superior  what 
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we  now  presentthe  reader  with^  is  to  all  tbe  precocious 
emanations  with  which  it  can  be  put  in  competition. 

HYMN/or  Christmas  Day. 
Almigbty  Framer  of  the  skies, 
Q  let  our  pure  doYotion  rise 

.  Like  incense  in  tby  sight ; 
Wrapt  in  impenetrable  shade, 
Tbe  texture  of  our  souls  were  made, 

Till  tby  command  gave  light. 

The  Sun  of  Glory  gleamed  the  ray, 
Refined  the  darkness  into  day. 

And  bid  the  vapours  fly ; 
Impelled  by  bis  eternal  love, 
He  left  his  palaces  above 

To  cheer  our  gloomy  sky. 

How  shall  we  celebrate  the  day, 
When  God  appeared  in  mQrtal  clay, 

The  mark  of  worldly  scorn ; 
When  tb'  ArcbangeFs  heavenly  lays 
Attempted  the  Redeemer's  praise. 

And  hailed  Salvation's  morn? 

Almighty  form  the  Godhead  wore, 
The  pains  of  poverty  be  bore, . 

To  gaudy  pomp  unknown : 
Though  ill  a  human  walk  he  trod^ 
Still  was  the  man  Almighty  God,      / 

In  glory  all  bis  own! 

Despised,  oppressed,  the  Godhead  bears 
Tbe  torments  of  this  vale  of  tears. 

Nor  bad  his  vengeance  rise ; 
He  saw  the  creatures  be  had  made 
Revile  his  power,  his  peace  invade, 

He  saw  with  Mercy's  eyes. 

How  shall  we  celebrate  bis  name. 
Who  groaned  beneath  a  life  of  shame, 

In  all  afflictions  tried? 
The  soul  is  raptured  to  conceive 
A  truth  which  being  must  believe, — 

The  God  Eternal  died! 

My  soul,  exert  thy  powers,  adore ; 
Upon  devotlon^s  plumage  soar. 

To  celebrate  tbe  day, 
The  God  from  whom  creation  sprung' 
Shall  animate  my  grateful  tongue,  . 

From  him  I'll  catch  tbe  lay. 
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The  beautiful  Scotch  poet  John  Logan,  besides 
mmiy  oHier  religions  poems^  composed  nine  Hymns, 
all  of  which  partake  greatly  of  the  feeling  and  good 
taste  so  distinguisbable  throughout  his  poetic  effa- 
slons.  'Fhey  are  so  equally  written,  that  we  as  wil- 
lingly present  our  readers  with  the  ^r^,  as  any  other, 
by  which  they  will  form  an  accurate  judgment  of  the 
whole. 

•  Tke  Pra^yer  of  Jaoo». 

O  God  of  Abraham,  by  whose  hand 

Thy  people  still  are  fed. 
Who  throagh  this  weary  pilgrimage 

Had  all  our  fathers  led ; 

Our  TOWS,  our  prayers,  we  now  present 

Before  thy  throne  of  graee ; 
God  of  our  fathers,  be  the  God 

Of  their  succeeding  race  ! 

Through  each  perplexing  path  of  life 

Our  wand'ring  footsteps  gutde ; 
Give  OS  this  day  oar  daily  bread> 

And  raiment  fit  provide. 

O  sprcitd  thy  covering  wings  aroiuid. 

Till  all  our  wanderings  cease* 
And  at  our  Father's  loved  abode 

Our  feet  arrive  in  peace. 

Now,  with  the  humble  voice  of  prayer, 

Thy  mercy  we  implore,   ' 
Then  with  the  g^efiri  voice  of  praise 

Thy  goodness  we'll  adore. 

BlacklocK)  the  fellow  countryman  of  the  pre* 
ceding^  who  lost  his  si^t  before  he  was  six  months 
old,  and  has  consequenfly  been  extolled  as  a  prodigy 
on  account  of  his  descriptive  powers,  was  a  writer 
also  of  Sacred  Poetry,  much  of  which  is  deserving 
of  considerable  admiration,  especially  if  we  take 
into  consideration  the  melancholy  deprivation  under 
which  he  suffered.  We  insert  the  commencement 
of  a  long  Paraphrase  on  the  I04th  Psalm,  by  which 
the  reader  will  oe  enabled  to  judge  of  his  powers. 
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Arise,  my  sool !  on  wings  seraphic  rise ! 
And  praise  th'  almigbty  Soi^'reign  of  the  skies ; 
In  whom  alone  essential  glory  shines. 
Which  not  the  heaVn  of  heaVns,  nor  boundless  space  confines* 

When  darkness  ruled  with  universal  sway. 
He  spoke,  and  kindled  up  the  blaze  of  day ; 
First,  fairest  offspring  of  th'  omnific  word  I    ' 
Which  like  a  garment  clothed  its  sovereign  Lord. 
On  liquid  air  he  bade  the  columns  rise 
That  prop  the  starry  concave  of  the  skies ; 
Difiiised  the  blue  expanse  from  pole  to  pole, 
And  spread  circumfluent  aether  round  the  whole. 

Soon  as  he  bids  impetuous  tempests  fly, 
To  wing  his  sounding  chariot  through  the  sky. 
Impetuous  tempests  the  command  obey. 
Sustain  his  flight,  and  sweep  tb'  aerial  way. 
Fraught  with  his  mandates,  from  the  realms  on  high. 
Unnumbered  hosts  of  radiant  ^heralds  fly 
From  orb  to  orb,  with  progress  unconfined. 
As  lightning  swift,  resistless  as  the  wind* 
*  ♦  ♦ 

William  Hayward  Roberts  wrote  A  Poetical 
Essay  on  the  Attributes  and  Providence  of  the  Deity, 
and  several  other  pieces  of  Sacred  Poetry.  Many 
passages  of  these  possess  considerable  merits  bat 
we  regret  that  our  limits  preclude  us  from  quoting 
them. 

Among  flie  productions  of  that  elegant  poet  and 
profound  scholar  William  MaIson,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing^ which  is  remarkable  for  its  simplicity  and 
harmony  of  versification : — 

Hymn  far  York  Cathedral. 
Again  the  day  returns  of  holy  rest. 
Which  when  he  made  the  world,  Jehovah  blest, 
When,  like  his  own,  he  bade  his  labours  cease. 
And  all  be  piety,  and  all  be  peace. 

While  impious  men  despise  Thy  sage  decree,     , 
From  Tain  deceit  and  fadse  philosophy,' 
Let  ns  its  wisdom  own,  its  blessings  feel, 
Receive  with  gratitude,  perform  with  seaL 

Let  us  devote  this  consecrated  day 
To  learn  his  will,  and  all  we  learn  obey ; 
In  pnre  Religion's  hallowed  duties  share. 
And  join  in  penitence,  and  join  in  prayer. 
h2 
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So  shall  the  God  of  Morcy  pleased  receive 
That  only  tribate  man  has  power  to  gi^re  t 
So  shall  he  hear,  while  fenreotly  we  raise 
Our  eboral  barnooy  ia  hymns  of  praise. 

Father  of  heaven !  in  whom  our  hq)es  confide, 
Whose  power  defends  us,  and  whose  precepts  gnide^ 
In  life  our  guardian,  and  in  death  oar  friend. 
Glory  supteme  be  thine  till  Time  shall  end ! 

Br.  Hugh  Blair.— -The  merits  of  (his  pious  di- 
vine and  elegant  prose  ivriter  mast,  we  imagine,  be 
known  to  all  onr  readers,  and  by  them  donbUess  his 
poem  of  The  Grave  is  prized  as  it  deserves  to  be. 
The  natare,  feeling,  and  pathos  displayed  throughout 
this  poem,  entitle  him  to  a  high  rank  among  modem 
sacred  poets.  We  select  from  the  poem  in  question 
the  admirable  passage  in  ipduch  the  airthor  dilnraMles 
from  suicide,  as  a  specimen  of  the  splendid  talents 
and  force  of  reasoning  with  which  it  is  enriched. 

If  death  were  nothing,  and  nought  after  death ; 
If  when  men  died»  at  once  they  ceased  to  be, 
Retjoming  to  the  barren  womb  of  nothing, 
Whence  first  they  sprang,  then  might  the  debauchee 
Untrembling  mouth  the  heavens :— then  nri^t  the  drankard 
Reel  over  bu  full  bowl,  and»  when  'tis  drained, 
Fill  up  another  to  the  brim,  and  laugh 
At  the  poor  bugbear  death  :-«>then  might  the  wretch 
That's  weary  of  the  world,  and  tired  of  life. 
At  onee  give  each  inqnietiide  the  slip, 
By  stealing  ont  of  being,  when  he  pleftsed. 
And  by  what  way,  wheQier  by  hemp  or  steel; 
Death^  thousand  doors  stand  open. — Who  could  force 
The  ill'-pleased  guest  to  sit  out  his  full  time. 
Or  blame  him  if  he  goes  ?— Sure  he  does  well, 
That  helps  himself  as  timely  as  he  can, 
When  able — But  if  there's  an  hererfter  ; 
(And  that  there  is,  conscience,  uninfluenced 
And  suffered  to  speah  out,  tells  every  man ;} 
Then  must  it  be.  tm  «wfiil  thing  to  die : 
More  horrid  yet  to  die  by  one's  own  hand^ 
Self-murder  .'-^jnaie  it  net:  our  island's  shame. 
That  makes  her  the  reproach  of  neighbouring  jttates* 
Shall  nature,  swerving  from  her  earliest  dictate, 
'^-i^reservation,  fall  by  her  own  act? 
1  it,  H^ven  l-^Let  not,  upon  disgust, 
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The  sbamelewi  hand  be  foully  crimaoiied  o'er 
With  bk>od  of  ita  own  lord. — Dreadful  attempt! 
Jast  reeking  from  self-alaaghter,  in  a  rage. 
To  rash  into  the  presence  of  our  Judge ; 
A$  if  we  challenged  him  to  do  his  worst, 
And  mattered  not  his  wrath!— Unheard  of  tortures 
Muirt  be  reserved  for  such :  these  herd  together ; 
The  common  damned  shun  their  society, 
And  look  upon  themselves  as  fiends  less  foul. 
Our  time  is  fixed,  and  all  our  days  are  numbered ! 
How  long,  how  short,  we  know  not : — (his  we  know, 
Daty  requires  we  calmly  wait  the  summons, 
Nor  dare  to  stir  till  Heaven  shall  give  p»ermisflion : 
IAk6  sentries  that  must  keep  their  destined  stand. 
And  wait  th'  appointed  hour,  till  they're  relieved. 
Those  only  are  the  brave  that  keep  their  ground, 
And  keep  it  to  the  last    To  run  away 
Is  but  a  coward's  trick:  to  run  away 
ftom  this  world's  ill,  that  at  the  very  worst 
Win  soon  bsiow  o'er,  thinking  to  mend  ourselves, 
By  boldly  venturing  on  a  world  unknown. 
And  plunging  headlong  in  the  dark  ^^ 'tis  mad ; 
No  frenzy  half  so  desperate  as  this. 

A  Seatonian  Priase  Poem,  by  Dr.  Glynn>  entitled 
The  Day  of  Judgment,  obtained  in  its  day,  and  still 
retains,  considerable  popularity :  the  style  and  man-* 
ner  in  which  the  subject  is  treated,  remind  us  very 
forcibly  of  the  poetry  of  Dr.  Blair.  Having  just 
made  a  c6pious  extract  from  the  latter,  we  can  afford 
but  a  few  lines  from  the  poem  before  us. 

Such  is  that  awful,  that  tremendous  day, 
Whose  coming  who  shall  tell?    For  as  a  thief 
Unheard,  unseen,  it  steals  with  silent  pace  ' 

Through  night's  dark  gloom^— Perhaps  as  here  I  sit, 
And  rudely  carol  these  incondite  lays, 
Socm  shall  the  hand  be  checked,  and  dumb  the  month 
That  Hsps  the  fklt'ring  strain. — O  may  it  ne'er 
Intrude  unwelcome  on  an  iU-spent  hour; 
But  find  me  wrapt  in  meditations  hig^, 
Hymning  my  great  Creator  !— 

'  *  Pow'r  Supreme ! 

O  everlasting  King  !  to  Thee  I  kneeU 
To  T^ee  I  lift  my  voice.    With  fervent  heat 
Melt, all  ye  elements!  And  thou,  high  heaven, 
Shrink  like  a  sfarivetted  soroU  I    But  think»  O  Lor4» 
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Think  on  the  best,  the  noblest  of  thy  works ; 
Think  on  thy  pirn  bright  image !    Think  on  Him 
Who  died  to  save  us  ft'om  thy  righteods  wrath ; 
And  'midst  the  wreck  of  worlds,  remember  man !' 

The  learned  and  exemplary  Bishop  Lowth^ 
whose  Translation  of  Isaiah,  and  Treatise  on  the 
SMred  Poetry  of  the  Hebrews,  will  ever  be  read  and 
admired,  wrote  numerous  pieces  of  Sacred  Poetry 
of  a  very  superior  cast.  They  are  chiefly  distiur 
guishable  by  grasp  of  thought  and  vigorous  imagina- 
tion^ nor  are  they  deficient  in  that  smooth  and  easy 
flow  of  numbers  which  adds  a  charm  to  the  finest 
conceptions,  and  gives  additional  grace  to  the  most 
sublime  ideas. 

Davw's  Elegy  for  Saul  and  Jonathan. 
Thy  glory,  Israel,  droops  its  languid  head. 

On  Gilboa*s  heights  thy  rising  beauty  dies; 
In  sordid  piles  there  sleep  th*  illustrious  dead, 

The  mighty  victor  fall'n  and  yanquished  lies. 

Yet  dumb  be  Grief— Hushed  be  her  clamVous  voice ! 

Tell  not  in  Gath  the  tidings  of  our  shame ! 
Lest  proud  Philistia  in  our  woes  rejoice, 

And  rude  barbarians  blast  fair  Israel's  fame. 

No  more,  OGilboa'!  heaven*s  reviving  dew 
With  rising  verdure  crOwn  thy  fated  head ! 

l4o  victim's  blood  thine  altar  dire  imbrue !  > 
For  there  the  blood  of  heaven's  elect  was  shed. 

The  sword  of  Saul  ne'er  spent  its  force  in  air ; 

The  shaft  of  Jonathan  brought  low  the  brave  ; 
In  life  united  equal  fates  they  share, 

In  death  united. share  one  common  grave. 

Swift  as  the  eagle  cleaves  the  aerial  way, 
Through  hosts  of  foes  they  bent  their  rapid  course; 

Strong  as  the  lion  darts  upon  his  prey, 
They  crushed  the  nations  with  resistless  force* 

Daughters  of  Judah,  mourn  the  fotal  day,    - 
In  sable  grief  attend  your  monarch's  urn ; 

To  solemn  notes  attune  the  pensive  lay. 
And  weep  those  joys  that  never  shall  retmrn:  . . 

With  various  wealth  he  made  your  tents  overflow,    • 
In  princely  pride  your  charms  profusely  drest ; 

Bade  tlie  rich  robe  with  ardent  purple  glow. 
And  sparkling  gems  adorn  the  tissued  vest.' 
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On  Gilboa's  beii^ts  the  mighty  yaBqanbed  lies, 
The  son  of  Saul,  the  generous  aMd  the  just ; 

JLiet  streaming  sorrows  ever  fill  these  eyes. 
In  sacred  tears  bedew  a  brother's  dost ! 

Thy  firm  regard  revered  thy  David's  name. 
And  kindest  thoughts  in  kindest  acts  expressed ; 

Not  brighter  glows  the  pure  and  gen'rous  flame 
That  lives  within  the  tender  virgin's  breast 

Bat  vain  the  tear,  and  vain  the  bursting  sigh, 
.  Though  Sion's  echoes  with  our  griea  resound ; 
The  mighty  victors  fall'n  and  vanquished  He, 
And  war's  refulgent  weapons  strew  the  ground. 

Psalm  XLII. 

As  pants,  the  wearied  hart  for  cooling  springs. 
That  sinks  exhausted  in  the  summer's  chase ; 

So  pants  my  soul  for  thee.  Great  King  of  Kings ! 
So  thirsts  to  reach  thy  sacred  resting-place. 

On  briny  tears  my  fitmished  soul  has  fed, 
While  iannting  foes  deride  my  deep  despair ; 

*  Say,  where  is  now  thy  great  Deliverer  fled  ? 
'  Thy  mighty  God — Deserted  wanderer,  where  V 

Oft  dwell  my  thoughts  on  those  thrice  happy  days 
When  to  thy  fane  I  led  the  jocund  throng ; 

Our  mirth  was  worship,  all  our  pleasure  praise. 
And  festal  joys  still  closed  with  sacred  song* 

Why  throb,  my  heart?  Why  sink,  my  sad'ning  soul ? 

Why  droop  to  earth  with  various  woes  opprest? 
My  years  shall  yet  in  blissful  circles  roll. 

And  joy  be  yet  an  inmate  of  this  breast. 

By  Jordan's  banks  with  devious  steps  I  stray, 
O'er  -Hermon's  rugged  rocks  and  deserts  drear : 

E'en  there  thy  hand  shall  guide  my  lonely  way. 
There,  thy  remembrance  shall  my  spirit  cheer. 

In  rapid  floods  the  vernal  torrents  roll. 
Harsh-sounding  cataracts  responsive  roar; 

Thine  angry  billows  overwhelm  my  soul. 

And  dash  my  shattered  bark  from*  shore  to  shore* 

Yet  thy  soft  mercies,  ever  in  my  sight. 

My  heart  shall  gladden  through  the  tedious  day; 

And  midst  the  dark  and  gloomy  shades  of  night, 
To  thee  I'll  fondly  tune  the  grateful  lay. 

Rock  of  mv  hope !  great  Solace  of  my  heart ! 

Why,  why  desert  the  oflspring  of  thy  care, 
While  taotttiBg  foes  thus  point  th'  invidious  dart? 

^Where's  now  thy  God !  abandoned  wanderer,  where?' 
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Wby^faint,  my  sonl?  why  doabt  Jehovah's  aid? 

TTiy  God,  the  God  of  mercy  still  shall  prove ! 
Id  his  bright  fane  thy  thanks  shall  yet  be  paid ; 

Unquestioned  be  his  pity  and  his  love ! 

Bishop  PoRTEUS,  the  successor  of  Lowth  in  the 
See  of  London^  in  addition  to  his  other  religious 
works,  composed  a  Seatonian  Prize  Poem  on  Death, 
which  has  many  beauties — throughout  may  be  found 
many  noble  and  glowing  sentiments,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  one  of  the  most  striking : — 

First  Envy,  eldest  born  of  Hell,  embnied 
Her  hapds  in  blood,  and  taught  the  sons  of  men 
To  make  a  death  vi^hich  Nature  never  made, 
And  God  abhorred,  with  violence  rude  to  break 
The  thread  of  life,  ere  half  its  length  was  run,         i 
And  rob  a  vn-etched  brother  of  his  being. 
With  joy  Ambition  saw,  and  soon  improved 
The  execrable  deed.    'Twas  not  enough  * 
By  subtle  fraud  to  snatch  a  single  life, 
Puny  impiety!  whole  kingdoms  fell 
To  sate  the  lust  of  power ;  more  horrid  still, 
The  foulest  stain  and  scandal  of  our  nature 
Became  its  boast.— One  murder  made  a  villain. 
Millions  a  hero. — Princes  were  privileged 
To  kill,  and  numbers  sanctified  the  crime. 
Ah !  why  will  kings  forget  that  they  are  men  ! 
And  men  that  they  are  brethren  ?    Why  delight 
In  human  sacrifice?    Why  burst  the  ties 
Of  nature,  that  should  knit  their  souls  together 
In  one  soft  bond  of  amity  and  love  ? 
Yet  still  they  breathe  destruction,  still  go  on 
Inhumanly  ingenious  to  find  out 
New  pains  for  life,  newterrours  for  the  grave, 
Artificers  of  Death !    Still  monarchs  dream 
Of  universal  empire  growing  up 
Prom  universal  ruin. — Blast  the  design. 
Great  God  of  Hosts,  nor  let  thy  creatures  fall 
Unpitied  victims  at  Ambition's  shrine  ! 

Dr.  Ogilvie  was  distinguished  for  his  learning, 
genius^  and  piety,  but  his  poetry  by  no  means  equals 
the  expectations  which  his  numerous  and  excellent 
prose  works  would  induce  us  to  entertain :  we  do 
not,  therefore,  feel  disposed  to  present  the  reader 


with  any  extract. 
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On  JV'iLLiAM  CowPER,  one  of  the  most  descrip- 
tive of  modem  poets,  and  perhaps  the  most  effective 
of  modem  satirists,  it  is  needless  to  comment :  the 
gentler  affections  of  his  heart  were  blighted  by  a 
morbid  sensibility ;  and  the  greater  part  of  his  hoars, 
which  might  have  been  rendered  highly  useful  to 
mankind,  were  passed  in  a  cheerless  state  of  gloomy 
apprehension.  Some  glimpses  of  san-shine,  how- 
ever, darted  across  the  melancholy  clouds  which  en- 
veloped him,  and  to  these  we  are  indebted  for  some 
of  the  finest  pieces  of  poetry  that  adorn  our  language. 
The  Sower,  Matthew,  chap,  xiii,  3. 
Ye  sons  of  earth,  prepare  the  plough, 

Break  up  your  fallow-ground ; 
The  sower  is  gone  forth  to  sow, 
,         And  scatter  blessings  round.. 

The  seed  that  finds  a  stony  soil, 

Shoots  forth  a  hasty  blade ; 
But  ill  repays  the  sower's  toil. 

Soon  withered,  scorched,  and  dead. 

The  thorny  ground  is  sure  to  baulk 

All  hopes  of  harvest  there ; 
We  find  a  tall  and  sickly  stalk. 

But  not  the  fruitful  ear. 

The  beaten  path  and  highway  side 

Receive  the  trust  in  vain ; 
The  watchful  birds  the  spoil  divide. 

And  pick  up  all  the  grain. 

But  where  the  Lord  of  grace  and  pow'r 

Has  blessed  the  happy  field, 
How  plenteous  is  the  golden  store 

The  deep-wrought  furrows  yield ! 

Father  of  mercies,  we  have  need 

Of  thy  preparing  grace ; 
Let  the  same  hand  that  gives  the  seed, 

Provide  a  fruitful  place. 


Light  shining  out  of  Darkness. 

God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way 

His  wonders  to  perform  ; 
He  plants  his  footsteps  in  the  sea, 

And  rides  upon  the  storm. 
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Deep  in  imfattiomable  mines 

Of  never-fidling  skiH, 
He  treasures  up  his  bright  designs, 

And  w(Nrks  his  sovVeign  will. 

Ye  fearful  saints,  fresh  courage  take ; 

The  clouds  ye  so  much  dread 
Are  big  with  mercy,  and  shall  break 

In  blessings  on  your  head. 

Judge  not  the  Lord  by  feeble  sense, 

But  trust  him  for  his  grace; 
Behind  a  frowning  providence 
'     He  hides  a  smiling  face. 

His  purposes  will  ripen  fast, 

Unfolding  ev'ry  hour ; 
The  bud  may  have  a  bitter  taste, 

But  sweet  will  be  the  flowV. 
Blind  unbeKef  is  sure  to  err'. 

And  scan  bis  work  in  vain ; 
God  is  his  own  interpceter. 

And  he  will  make  it  piaio. 

That  extraordinary  and  indefatigable  divine,  the 
Rbv.  John  Newton,  deservedly  occupies  a  station 
contiguous  to.CowPER,  with  whom  he  continued  for 
years  on  terms  of  the  closest  intimacy.  His  prose 
works  (whidi  consist  of  several  volumes)  are  terse, 
powerful,  iCnd  imaginative ;  and  his  poetry  (consisting 
of  his  Olney  Hymns)  partake  in  a  great  degree  of  the 
same  qualities. 

A  Prayer  for  Power  an  the  Means  of  Grace. 

O  Tnoui^at  whose  abnighty  word 

The  glorious  light  from  darlcness  sprung. 

Thy  quick'ning  influence  afford, 

And  clothe  with  pow'r  ibe  preaoher^s  tongue. 

The'  'tis  thy  truth  he  ho^es  to  speak, 
He  cannot  give  .the  heanng  ear; 
Tis  thine  the  stubborn  heart  to  break, 
And  make  the  careless  sinner  fear. 

As  when  of  old  the  water  flowed 
Forth  from  the  rock  at  thy  command^; 
Moses  in  vain  had  waved  his  rod. 
Without  thy  wonder-working  hand : 

>  John  xiiiy  7.  *  Numbers  zx,  11. 
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Am  wiMB  the  walhi  of  Jeriolio' 
Down  to  the  eartb  at  once  were  cftst ; 
It  was  tby  pow'r  that  brought  tliem  low, 
And  not  the  tnimpefs  feeble  Mast 

Tbiu  we  wooki  in  the  means  be  fbond, 
And  tbas  on  tbee  alone  depend ; 
To  make  the  gospel's  joyful  sootid 
Effectual  to  the  pfomised  end. 

Now,  while  we  hear  thy  word  of  graee, 
Let  self  and  pride  before  it  fall ;  ' 

And  rocky  hearts  dissolve  apaoe. 
In  streams  of  sorrow  at  thy  call. 

On  all  our  youth  assembled  here, 

The  metieii  <if  thy  l^pkii  pour ; 

Nor  let  them  lose  another  year, 

Lest  thou  should'st  strive  and  call  no  more. 

Scotia's  most  imaginative  diild,  Bobbrt  Burns, 
who  is  the  only  one  of  those  '  poets  of  nature/  as 
they  are  called,  ifdio  may  be  faMj  sud  to  have  ob- 
tained the  highest  rank  in  poesy,  seems,  in  spite  of 
his  generally  dissipated  character,  to  have  been  im- 
pressed at  times  with  serions  thoughts  and  religi- 
ons feelings:  these,  it  is  true,  were  evanescent;  yet 
while  they  lasted  they  gave  birth  to  the  following 
eflFasions,  which  are  firamght  witti  gemiine  poetry  and 
piety,  apparently  the  most4rinoeTe  and  xmaffected. 

A  Pray  BR  written,  and  left,  in  the  Room  in  which  the  Au- 
thor SLEPT /or  a  Night  at  the  House  of  a  Friend*. 

O  thou  dread  Power,  jvho  reign'st  above ! 

I  know  thou  wilt  me  hear, 
When  for  this  scene  of  peace  and  love 

I  make  my  prayer  tanoere. 

The  hoary  sire — ^the  mortal  stroke. 

Long,  long,  be  pleased  to  spare ; 
To  bless  his  little  filial  flock. 

And  show  what  good  men  are. 

She,  who  her  lovely  ofl&pring  eyes 

With  tender  hopes  and  fears, 
O,  bless  her  with  a  mover's  joys, 

And  Jpare  a  mother's  tears ! 

'  Joshua  vi,  20. 

*  Dr.  Laurie,  then  minister  ef  the  parish  of  Loudoa. 
i 
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Their  hope,  their  stay,  their  darlinf^  yoatb, 

In  manhood's  dawning ^Insh; 
Bless  him,  thou. God  of  love  and  troth. 

Up  to  a. parent's  wi9h.,     • 

The  beauteous,  seraph,  sister-band, 

With  earnest  tears  I  pray, 
Thou  know'st  the  snares  on  ev'ry  hand, 

Guide  thou  their, steps  alway.  t^,  . 

When  soon  or  late  they  reach  tihat  coast. 

O'er  life's  rough  ocean  driv'ii. 
May  they  rejoice,  no  wanderer  lost, 

A  family  in  He^Lv'n ! 

A  Prayer  under  the  Pressure  ^vfOLBNT  Anoui$h. 

O  Thou  Great  Being !  what  thou  art 

Surpasses  me  to  know; 
Yet  sure  I  am,  that  known  to  thee 

Are  all  thy  works  beio^.    .     - . 

Thy  creature  here  before  thee  stands, 

AU  wretched  and  distrest ; 
Yet  sure  those  ills  that  wring  my  soul 

Obey  thy  high  behest. 

Sure  thou.  Almighty,  canst  not  act 

From  cruelty  en*  wrath ! 
O,'  free  my  weary  eyes  from  tears, 

Or  dose. them  fiist  in  death ! 
But  if  I  must  alHicted  be. 

To  suit  some  wise  design ; 
Then  man  my  soul  with  firm  resolves 

To  bear,  and  not  repine. 

A  Prayer  in  the  Prospect  1/ Death. 

O  Thou  unknown.  Almighty  Cause 

Of  all  my  hope  and  fear! 
In  whose  dread  presence,  ere  an  hour, 

Perhaps  I  must  appear ; 

If  I  have  wandered  in  those  patlis    . 

Of  life  I  ought  to  shun ; 
As  something,  loudly,  in  my  breast 

Remonstrates  I  have  done ;   '.'..^ 

Thou  know^st  that  thou  hast  formed  me 
With  passions  wild  and  strong ; 

And  list'ning  to  their  witching  voloe, 
Has  often  led  me  wrong. 
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Wlicre  Ihihmi  weakness  has  oome  slKMrt, 

Or  firailty  stept  aside,    .    ^       , 
Do  thoQ,  All-Good !  for  sacb  tboa  art. 

In  sliades  of  daiicness  hide. 

When  with  intention  I  have  erred. 

No  other  plea  I  haye. 
Bat,  Thou  art  good,  and  goodness  still 

Beligfateth  to  forgive. 

From  '  the  Land  of  the  North'  also  came  the 
Revisr«Kd  Jambs  -Graham b,  well  known  to  flie 
]]rQ>>1ic  as  the  aaflior  of  The  SAMaihy  a  Poem;  in 
which  may*  be  found  many  pleasing  passages.  The 
fcSIowing  short  extract  sdrikes  ns  as  one  of  tfie  most 
poetic  in  the  volume : — 

Bat  chiefly  Man  the  day  of  rest  enjoys. 
Hail,  Sabbath!  thee  I  hail,  the  poor  man's  day : 
On  other  days,  the  man  of  toil  is  doomed 
To  eat  his  joyless  bread,  lonely ;  the  gproand 
Both  seat  and  board ;  screened  from  flie  winter's  cold, 
And  summer's  heat,  by  neighbouring  hedge  or  tree ; 
But  on  this  day,  embosomed  in  his  fiome, 
He  shares  the  frugal  meal  with  those  he  loves ; 
With  those  he  loves  he  shares  the  heartfelt  joy 
Of  giviug  thanks  to  God,— not  thanks  of  form, 
A  word  and  a  grimace,  but  reverently. 
With  covered  fiice  and  upward  earnest  eye. 

Hail,  Sabbath !  thee  I  bail,  the  poor  man's  day : 
The  pale  mechanic  now  has  leave  to  breatiie 
The  morning  air,  pure  from  the  city's  smoke, 
While,  wand'ring  slowly  up  the  pver  side, 
He  meditates  on  Him,  whose  power  he  marks 
In  each  green  tree  that  proudly  spreads  the  bough, 
As  in  tiie  tiny  dew-bent  flowers  that  bloom 
Around  its  roots ;  and  while  he  thus  surveys, 
Witti  elevated  joy,  each  rund  charm. 
He  hopes,  yet  fears  presumption  in  the  hop^. 
That  Hearn  may  be  one  Sabbath  without  end. 

Henry  Kirkb  White  is  a  name  that  will  be  im- 
perishable in  the  records  of  precocious  talent:  pious, 
amiable,  and  learned,  yet  struggling  against  numer- 
ous evils  which  his  limited  means  could  hot  fail  to 
entail  on  him ;  his  fate  awakens  our  regiet^  while  the 
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variety  and  (if  we  BOAy  be  aHowed  the  expression) 
the  solidity  of  his  acquirements  excites  exhanstless 
admiration  for  his  genias,  and  the  profonndest  re- 
spect for  his  unwearied  application  and  moral  vir* 
tues.  Many  of  his  poems  are  sacred^  and  eminently 
distinguished  by  fervent  piety.  He  contemplated^ 
and  indeed  commenced,  a  long  DMne  Po&n,  entifled 
The  Christiad,  in  the  Spenoerian  stansa;  and  ftom 
tbe  specimen  before,  ita,  we  legret  he  did  not  live  to 
coHclade  what  he  so  well  began.  His  Hymns  (of 
wUch  there  are  but  few)  cure  perhaps  tbe  most  highly 
finished  of  any  of  his  productions ;  the  two  we  no^ 
submit  to  the  readef^s  notice  appear  to  us  to  be  at 
once  unaflfectedly  pious^  and  beautifully  poetic. 

A  Hyhv  for  Family  Worship. 

O  Lord^  another  day  is  flown, 

And  we,  a  lonely  band, 
Are  met  once  more  before  tby  throne, 

To  bleas  thy  fosf  ring  hand. 

And  wilt  thou  bend  a  listening  ear 

To  prak es  low  as  ours  ? 
Thea  wilt !  for  Tbou  dost  lore  to  hear 

The  song  which  meekness  po»s. 

Andy  Jesus,  thon  thy  smiles  wilt  deiga. 

As  we  before  thee  pray ; 
For  thoa  didst  biess  the  infant  train, 

And  we  are  less  than  they. 

O  let  thy  grace  perform  its  part, 

And  let  contention  cease ; 
And  shed  abroad  in  ev^y  heart 

Thine  everlasting  peace ! 

Thmi  chastened,  cleansed,  entirely  thine, 

A  flock  by  Jesos  led ; 
Tbe  Sun  of  Holiness  shall  shine 

fn  ^ofy  on  our  head. 

And  thou  wilt  torn  our  wandering  feet^ 

And  fhou  wilt  ble^s  onr  way ; 
TiU  worids  shall  fMe,  and  flutn  shall  greet 
.   The  dawn  of  lasting  day* 
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Tke  Star  of  Bethlbhbm. 

WbeOy  marsballed  on  the  nig^htly  plain, 

Tl>6  glittering  host  bestud  the  sky. 
One  Star  alone,  of  all  the  train, 

Can  fix  the  sinner's  wandering  eye. 

Hark !  hark !  to  God  the  choms  breaks^ 

From  every  host,  from  every  gem ; 
Bat  one  alone  the  Saviour  speaks. 

It  is  the  star  of  Bethlehem. 

Once  on  the  raging  seas  I  rode, 

The.atorm  waa  loud,*— the  ni|^  was  dark, 
The  ocean  yawned,— and  rudely  blowed 

The  wind  that  tossed  my  foundering  bark. 
Deep  horror  then  my  vitals  froze, 

Beatb-struck^  I  ceased  the  tide  to  stem ; 
When  suddenly  a  star  arose. 

It  was  the  Star  of  Bethlehem. 
It  was  my  guide,  my  light,  my  «11, 

It  bade  my  dark  f<nrebodings  eeaae ; 
And  through  the  storm,  and  dangers'  tlorall. 

It  led  me  to  the  port  of  peace. 

Now  safely  moored  ?— my  perils  o'er, 

111  sing,  first  in  night's  diadem. 
For  evw  and  for  evermore. 

The  star  1«-The  Star  of  Bethlehem  I 

The  Hebrew  Melodies,  by  the  late  Lord  Byron, 
are  characterised  by  that  magnificent  assemblage  of 
imageiy  so  distinguishable  fliroughoat  almost  every 
production  of  the  noble  Bard's.  The  one,  which  we 
deem  the  most  scriptural,  we  present  the  reader 
with :  it  displays,  from  the  first  line  to  the  last,  that 
degree  of  poetic  excellence  which  has  elevated  the 
name  of  Byb;oK  so  high  above  his  compeers, 

7*ke  DkSTRUCTIOV  of  SENNACIIERia^ 

The  Assyrian  came  down  like  the  wolf  on  the  fold, 
And  his  cohorts  were  gleaming  in  pnrple  and  gotd| 
And  the  sheen  of  their  spears  was  like  stars  on  the  sea^ 
When  the  bine  wave  rolls  nightly  on  deep  Galilee. 

like  the  leaves  of  the  forest  when  Summer  is  green. 
That  host  with  th^ir  banners  at  sunset  were  seen ; 
Like  the  leaves  of  tbe  forest  when  Autumn  hath  blown. 
That  host  on  the  morrow  lay  withered  and  strown. 


y  Google 


Cll  INTflaDUCTIOM. 


For  the  Aogel  of  Death  spread  his  wings  on  the  blast. 
And  breathed  in  the  face  of  the  foe  as  he  passed; 
And  the  eyes  of  the  sleepers  waxed  deadly  and  chill. 
And  their  hearts  but  once  heaved,  and  for  ever  grew  still ! 

And  there  lay  the  steed  with  his  nostril  air  wide, 
But  through  it  there  rolled  not  the  breath  of  his  pride : 
And  the  foam  of  his  gasping  lay  white  on  the  tun, 
And  cold  as  the  spray  on  the  rock-beating  surf* 

And  there  lay  the  rider  distorted  and  pale. 
With  the  dew  on  his  brow,  and  the  rust  on  his  mail ; 
And  the  tents  were  all  silent,  the  banners  alone, 
The  lances  unlifted,  the  trumpet  unblown. 

And  the  widows  of  Ashur  are  loud  in  their  wail. 
And  the  idols  are  broke  in  the  temple  of  Baal ;  . 
And  die  raig^t  of  the  Gentile,  unsmote  by  the  sword, 
Hath  melted  like  snow  in  the  glance  of  the  Lord ! 

The  Rbv.  C.  R.  Maturin  was  an  author  who  may 
be  said  to  have  been  brought  before  the  public  eye 
by  Lord  Byron;  for^  although  he  had  written  two 
novels,  and  they  had  been  praised  in  various  ephe- 
meral publications,  they  vr&re  still  on  their  march  to- 
wards oblivion,  and  had  gone  many  stages  of  the 
journey,  when  bis  tragedy  of  Bertram  was  presented, 
and  peiformed  at  Drury  Lane  through  the  influence 
of  the  noble  Lord:— its  success  was  great,  and  its 
author  obtained,  so  considerable  a  share  of  popu- 
larity, that  he  resumed  his  literary  labours  with 
spirit,  and,  in  1821,  produced  his  poem,  7%e  Universe, 
which  entitles  him  to  a  notice  here ;  it  is  written  in 
blank  verse,  and  the  following  extract  is  a  fair  spe- 
cimen of  the  style  in  which  the  whole  is  executed^ 

We  reason  darkly«  while  the  unseen  Grod, 

— Whate*er  we  judge,  the  same — in  changeless  power, 

And  dread  reality, — sits  viewing  near. 

Above  uSy  and  beneath  us,  and  around ! 

And  in  our  privacy  of  inmost  thought 

The  motive,  action,  and  event,  in  one 

Fixed  glance  unerringly ! — and  still. 

Wrapt  in  his  deep  omniscience,  and  dread 

Invisible  power,  disposing,  equiUly, 

Matter  and  mind,  to  work  his  purposed  end; 

Shaping  alike  the  secret  phantasies 
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Of  men  who  know  not  him — or  with  a  thought . 
Wielding  the  element!,  earth,  air,  and  fire,— 
The  eartliQiiake,  and  the  tempest,  and  the  load 
And  terrible  volcano,  that  explodes 
Its  ondergroand  artillery  to  Heaven 
Over  affi^ted  cities  !^Nor  less  dread, 
Bidding  the  Angel  of  his  wrath  go  forth . 
To  scoor  the  dark  wild  sea,  at  dead  of  night — 
With  sable  wing  npreared,  and  hideoas  cry, 
That  calls  pale  Terror  from  the  yawning  gulphs. 
Beneath  his  footstep's  thunder ! 


Having  now  pstssed  in  review  the  Poets  of  past 
ages^  who  have  strack  the  harp  of  Zioo,  we  should 
next  advert  to  those  of  the  present,  flie  living  re* 
presentatives  of  the  Sacred  Muse ;  we  have,  however, 
to  regret  that  our  limits  restrict  us  from  including 
them  in  the  present  Sketch,  insomuch  as  many /of 
them  are  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation. 
These  the  author  must  reserve  for  a  more  extended 
work  on  the  same  subject,  on  which  he  is  at  present 
engaged,  and  in  whicn  he  proposes  to  incorporate 
not  coily  the  Sacred  Poets  of  the  present  age,  but 
also  to  give  a  much  more  full  and  complete  account, 
and  far  more  copious  extracts  from  the  works  of  the 
earlier  ones,  than  his  present  limited  space  has  en- 
abled him  to  accomplish  here. 

The  gems  so  lavishly  scattered  throughout  the 
Works  of  our  English  Sacred  Poets  fully  deserve  to 
be  collected  and. presented  to  the  lovers  of  poetry, 
and  to  the  religious  world;  and  the* forthcoming  vo- 
lume is  designed  to  supply  this  hiatus  in  our  litera- 
ture. It  will  be  ready  tihe  first  week  in  the  ensuing 
year;  and  the  compiler  respectfully  assures  his  read- 
ers that  no  pains  on  his  part  shall  be  spared  to  render 
it  deserving  of  public  patronage. 
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Tor  God  pervades  the  whole,  both  eartfi  and  air 

And  Ocean's  bounds ;  and  hence  all  nathre  HveSy 

And  teems  with  Tarions-  forms  of  maiiy  of  beast. 

Of  fowl,  and  creeping  thing.  Vmtf  il,  Ge&r^.  7T. 

We  should  always  view  the  risible  Syvtem  with  an  Biraftg^elical 
TeUtcope  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression),  andiwithan  £ran- 
gelical  Microsoopt;  regarding  Cbiust  Jbsos  ^b  Oie  great  Projector 
and  Architect,  who  planned  and  executed  the  amazing  Scheme. 
Whatever  is  magnificent  or  valuable,  tremendous  or  amiable^  should 
ever  be  ascribed  to  the  Redeemer:  this  is  t}\e  Christian's  Kaiural 
Philosophy,  \With  regard  to  this  method  of  considering  the  things 
that  are  seen,  we  have  an  inspired  Apostle  for  our  preceptor  and 
precedent.  Speaking  of  Christ,  he  says — "  Thou,  Lord,  in  the  Be- 
ginning, hast  laid  the  Foundation  of  the  Earth ;  and  the  Heavens  are 
the  work  of  thy  HandSk"--Did  we  carefully  attend  to  this  leading 
principle  in  all  our  examinations  of  Nature,  it  would,  doubtless,  be 
a  most  powerful  means  of  mtkUkdliiMf  ouv  love  and  ttrm§thenm^  our 
faith.  When  I  look  TO«nd  upon  millions  of  noble  substanoes^  and 
earry  with  me  this  transporting  reteetion^  <<Tbe  Maker  of  them  all 
expired  on  a  cross  for  me,*'  how  can  I  remain  any  longer  indifferent  ? 
Must  not  the  eMett  heart  begin  to  glow  with  gtatitade^—When  I 
survey  an  immensity  of  the  finest  pi^dactioas  imaginable,  and  re>- 
member  that  the  Author  of  them  all  is  my  "  Bigbtieoasness  and  my 
Redemption,"  how  can  I  choose  but  repose  the  most  cheerful  con- 
fidence In  such  a  Mediator  ?"  hbrvby. 

liCt  ev'ry  element  rejoice : 

Ye  thunders>  buvst  withawfiil  voice 

To  Him  ^o  Md»  you  roll  ^ 
His  praise  in  softer  notee  deelare, 
Each  whisp'ring  breeze  of  yielding  air^ 

Abd'  breathe  it  to  the  soul. 

To  Him,  ye  graceful  cedars,  bow  ^ 
Ye  tow'ring  mountains^  bending  low, 

Your  great  CasAToa  own; 
Tell,  when  affirigbted  nature  shook, 
How  Sinai  kindled  at  bis  look. 

And  trembled  at  his  frown. 

Ye  Aoeks  thatbttuntiihe  humtble  vale. 
Ye  insects  fintt'ring  on  the  gale, 

In  mutual  ooncourse  lise  ; 
Crop  the  gay  rose's  vermeil  bloom. 
And  waft  its  spoils^  a  sweet  perfcme. 

In  incense  to  thsjikies. 
Wake,  all  ye  monating  tribes,  and  sing, 
Ye  plumy  warblers  of  the  spring. 

Harmonious  anthems  raise 
To  Him  who  shaped  your  finer  mould, 
Who  tipped  your  glittering  wings  with  gold. 

And  tuned  your  voice  to  praise. 

MERRICK. 
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1825. 


1  HE  Dame  given  to  this  month  by  the  Romans  was 
taken  from  Janus,  who  stood  between  the  two  years, 
^nd  was  provided  with  a  doable  face, '  looking  before 
and  after;'  that  by  gazing  as  steadfastly  upon  past  as 
future  time,  he  might  inculcate  upon  his  worsUppers 
the  wisdom  of  being  retrospective  as  well  as  pro* 
vident. — ^When  the  palm  of  merit  is  to  be  awarded 
among  the  months,  it  is  usual  to  assign  it  to  May  by 
acclamation.  But  if  the  claim  depends  on  the  sum 
of  delight  which  each  witnesses  or  brings  Ivith  her, 
we  doubt  if  January  would  not  bear  the  bell  from 
her  more  blooming  sister,  if  it  were  only  in  virtue  of 
her  share  in  the  festivities  of  the  Christmas  holidays: 
Christmas-Day — which  wcis;  New  Year's  Day — 
which  t>;  and  Twelfth-Day — which  is  to  be;  let  us 
compel  them  all  three  into  our  presence — with  a 
whisk  of  our  imaginative'  wand  convert  them  into 
one,  as  the  conjuror  does  his  three  glittering  balls— 
and  then  enjoy  them  all  together, — with  their  dress- 
ings, and  coachings,  and  visitings,  and  greetings,  and 
gifts,  and  'many  happy  returns!'  with  their  plum- 
puddings  and  mince*pies  and  twelfth-cakes  and  ne- 
guses! with  their  forfeits  and  fortune-tellings  and 
blindman's  buffs  and  snap-dragons  and  sittings  up  to 
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supper!  with  their  pantomimes  and  panoramas  and 
new  penknives  and  pastry-cooks'  shops !  in  short,  witb 
their  endless  round  of  ever  new  nothings,  the  absence 
of  a  relish  for  which  is  but  ill  supplied  in  after-life 
by  that  feverish  hungering  and  th  rsting  after  excite- 
ments which  usurp  without  filling  their  place.  And 
then,  what  a  happy  influence  does  not  this  month 
exercise  on  all  tibe  rest  of  the  year,  by  the  family 
meetings  she  brings  about,  and  by  the  kindling  and 
renewing  of  the  social  affectioiis  that  grow  out  of 
and  are  chiefly  dependent  on  these !  And  what  sweet 
remembrances  and  associations  does  she  not  scatter 
before  her,  through  all  the  time  tq  come,  by  her 
gifts— the  *new  year's  gifts.!*' 

In  JANUARY  ^1825. 
1. — CIRCUMCISION. 

This  festival  was  instituted  in  the  sixth  century, 
to  commemorate  the  circumcision  of  our  Saviour: 
it  is  also  New  Year*s  Day. — Every  age  and  nation 
has  marked  the  coming  of  the  New  Year  in  a  pe- 
culiar manner,  whether  that  coming  was  in  the  depth 
of  winter,  as  we  commemorate  ours,  or  in  the  more 
genial  moments  of  advancing  spring,  as  used  lx>  be 
the  case  with  the  nati^ons  of  antiquity.  A  festival  it 
always  was,  a  period  of  rejoicing,  and  of  giving"  and 
receiving  gifts;  and  happy  is  it  for  those  whose 
minds  are  sufficiently  at  ease  to  enjoy  it  as  such, 
instead  of  being  so  overwhelmed  vrith  the  cares  and 
the  sorrows  of  this  life,  as  to  feel  the  period  obIj  as 
one  of  keenbr  misery:  when  the  bells  ring  ottt-^tte 
merry  bells  as  they  are  called — their  sounds  fall  in 
bitterness  on  the  ears  of  many ! 

The  year  that  is  past  is  now  become  *  stale,  flat, 
and  unprofitable' — ^and  even  while  in  the  vigour  of 

<  'The  Months,'  No.  I.  New  Monthly  Magazine  for  January  1834. 
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his  yoQth  and  freshness^  he  was  treated  very  slight- 
ingly by  many  of  those  who  ought  to  have  set  a  greater 
value  upon  him;  proving^  that 

We  know  not  a  treasure's  worth. 

Till  Time  bas  »U>Vn  the  slighted  good  away. 

In  our  former  volumes  (T.T.  for  1821,  p.  2,  and 
for  1824,  p.  2)  we  have  given  an  account  of  Scottish 
customs  on  New  Year's  Eve  and  Day,  particularly 
as  observed  in  Edinburgh ;  we  will  now  travel  to  the 
Highlands,  with  Mr.  Grant  Stewart"  for  our 
guide,  and  explore  some  of  the  ceremonies  and  su- 
perstitions yet  extant  among  the  original  and  in- 
teresting inhabitants  of  these  districts. 

The  Highlander's  morning  cheer  this  day  is  far  less 
palatable  thaA  that  vdth  which  he  is  served  so  com- 
fortably on  Christmas  Day.  The  first  course, 
consisting  o{  the  Usque  •Cashrichd,  or  water  from  the 
dead  and  living  ford,,  by  its  sacred  virtues,  preserves 
the  Highlander,  until  tfie  next  anniversary,  from  all 
those  direful  calamities  proceeding  from  the  agency 
of  infernitl  spirits,  witchcraft,  evil  eyes,  and  the 
like.  And  the  second  course,  consisting  of  the  fumes 
of  juniper,  not  only  removes  whatever  diseases  may 
affect  tile  human  frame  at  the  time,  but  it  likewise 
fortifies  the  constitution  against  tiiieir  future  attacks. 
These  courses  of  medicine  are  administered  in  the 
following  manner:  Light  and  fire  being  kindled,  and 
the  necessary  arrangements  having  been  effected,  the 
high  priest  of  the  ceremonies  for  the  day  proceeds 
with  the  hallowed  water  to  the  several  beds  in  the 
honse^  and,  by  means  of  a  large  brush,  sprinkles 
upon  their  occupants  a  profuse  shower  of  the  pre- 
cious preservative,  which,  notwithstanding  its  sa- 
lutary properties,  they  sometimes  receive  with  jarring 
ingratitude. 

<  See  a  pleasing  little  Tolume  entitled,  'Popular  Superstitions 
and  Festive  Amufiements  of  the  Highlanders  of  Scotland,'  l^mo. 
EikiAur^h,  1823,  p.  250. 
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The  first  course  being  thas  served,  the  second  is 
about  to  be  administered — preliminary  to  which,  it  is 
necessary  to  stuff  all  the  crevices  and  windows  in  the 
house,  even  to  the  key-hole.  This  done,  piles  of 
jumper  are  kindled  into  a  conflagration  in  the  different 
apartments  in  the  house.  Rising  in  fantastic  curls, 
the  fumes  of  the  blazing  juniper  spread  along  the 
roof,  and  gradually  condense  themselves  into  an 
opaque  cloud,  filling  the  apartment  virith  an  odori* 
ferous  fujpiigation  altogether  overpowering.  Pene- 
trating into  the  inmost  recesses  of  the  patients* 
system  (for  patients  they  may  well  be  called),  it 
brings  on  an  incessant  shower  of  hiccupping,  sneez- 
ing, wheezing,  and  coughing,  highly  demons^ative  of 
its  expectorating  qualities.  But  it  not  unfrequently 
happens,  that  young  and  thoughtless  urchins,  not 
relishing  such  physic,  and  unmindful  of  the  important 
benefits  they  reap  from  it,  diversify  the  scene  by 
cries  of  suffocation  and  the  like,  which  never  fail  to 
call  forth  from  the  more  reflecting  part  of  the  family, 
if  able  to  speak,  a  very  severe  jeproof.  Well  know- 
ing, however,  that  the  more  intense  the  ^smucMan,^ 
the  more  propitious  are  its  effects,  the  high  priest, 
with  dripping  eyes  and  distorted  mouth,  continues 
his  operations,  regardless  of  the  feelings  of  his  flock, 
until  he  considers  the  dose  fully  sufiicient — upon 
which  he  opens  the  vent,  and  the  other  crevices,  to 
admit  the  genial  fluid,  to  recover  the  spirits  of  the 
exhausted  patients.  .  He  then  proceeds  to  gratify 
the  horses,  cattle,  and  other  bestial  stock  in  the  town, 
with  the  same  entertainment  in  their  turn. 

Meanwhile,  the  gudewife  gets  up,  venting  the  most 
latent  embryo  of  disease  in  a  copious  expectoration ; 
and  clapping  her  hand  upon  the  bottle  dhu,  she  ad- 
ministers a  renovating  cordial  to  the  sufferers  around 
her.  The  painful  ordeal  is  therefore  soon  forgotten, 
and  nothing  is  heard  but  the  salutations  of  the  season. 
All  the  family  now  get  up,  to  wash  their  besmeared 
faces,  and  prepare  themselves  for  the  festivities  of 
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the  dfty^  and  for  receiTing  the  visits  of  their  neigh- 
hoofs*  Tbeito  last  soon  arrive  in  bodies,  venting 
npon  Hie  family  broadsides  of  salutation  peculiar  to 
tfie  day.  Breakfast  beitig  served  up,  consisting  of 
all  the  luxuries  that  can  be  procured,  those  of  the 
neighbours  notei^aged  are  invited  to  partake  of  it ; 
and  the  day  is  terminated  With  balls,  drinking^  card 
parties,  and  other  sports  too  tedious  to  be  mentioned. 
To  a  Friend,  oil  the  New  Year« 
My  worthy  Friend, 

A  g^de  new  year, 
To  yoUy  an'  a'  your  heart  hauds  dear, 

At  hame  or  far  awa' ! 
Thongh  Fortane  scrimpet  favours  yield. 
Hale  be  your  hearts,  at  hame,  a-field ; 
Nor  ever  lack  a  cozie  bield, 

,  Frae  a'  the  stcnrms  that  blaw. 

Wi'  milk  an'  meal,  for  bread  an'  brose ; 
Aye  gude  clean  sarks,  hale  coats  and  hose ; 

Content  in  ilka  e'e; 
When  years  on  years  have  rowed  around, 
An'  you  wi'  age  an*  honours  crowned, 
M^j  you  lie  down  to  slumber  sounds 

An'blytheyourwakin'be!  b. 

♦5.  1798.— DAVID  MACBETH  MOIR  BORN, 

At  Mnsselburgh/in  the  county  of  Midlottiian.  After 
having  received  flie  elementary  branches  of  edu- 
cation, he  was  entered  at  the  same  grammar  school 
there  at  the  age  of  eight,  in  which  Logan  the  theo- 
logian and  ^odt  was  paiUy  educated*  As  a  scholar 
at  Has  seminary,  which  was  at  the  time  <me  of  the 
most  reputed  and  extensive  in  Scotland,  the  boarders 
amomitnig  sometimes  to  ninety,  and  the  day  scholars 
to  fifly  and  sixty,  he  remained  for  nearly  six  years, 
having  acquired,  the  elements  of  geometry  and  al- 
gebra, and  an  acquaintaRce  wifli  the  Latin,  Greek, 
and  French  languages,  diiring  all  which  time  he  bore 
the  itfepntation  of  being  one  of  the  beat  and  most  as^ 
sidnouB  i^pite  at  the  seminary* 

At  the  eaily  age  of  thirteen,  he  cbmmenced  his 
studies  in  medicine  ionder  Mt.  Stewart;  a  sui^on 
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in  his  nativeT  place;  with  whom  he  remained  tintil 
the  expiration  of  his  indentares^  which  was  in  force 
during  fdiir  years^  with  the  stipulation  of  the  last 
Winter  of  it  being  allowed  for  entry  at  some  one 
of  the  Universities:  Of  this  gentleman;  Mr.  M.  al- 
ways speaks  in  terms  2f  gratitude  and  respect, 
having  received  from  him  all  the  attentions  of  a 
parent  and  guardian.  It  was  during  this  time  that 
the  poetical  talent  began  to  display  itself;  some 
pieces  of  Mr.  M.'s  being  still  extant,  which  were 
written  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  Here  is  another  evi- 
dence to  the  truth  of  the  old  maxim,  'Poetanascitur.' 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1813,  Mr.  M.  removed 
to  the  College  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  matriculated 
as  student  of  medicine,  and  attended  for  two  ses- 
sions the  various  professors  and  lecturers  on  Hie 
different  branches  of  the  healing  art.  Among  these, 
his  decided  favourite  was  Dr.  John  Gordon,  one  of 
the  writers  in  the  Edinburgh  Review,  and  the  first  op- 
ponent of  Spurzheim.  On  the  death  of  this  lamented 
person,  a  few  years  afterwards,  Mr.  M.  published 
a  letter  in  Blackwood's  Magazine,  which  is  the  first 
of  his  compositions  under  the  signature  of  Delta,  and 
which  is  said  to  have  had  some  effect  in  inducing 
the  ingenious  Mr.  Ellis  to  attempt  the  biography  of 
one,  who  died  too  young  for  science  and  the  honour 
of  his  couirtry.    ^ 

At  Ihe  age  of  eighteen,  tbe  earliest  at  which  a  di- 
plonia  can  be  granted,  Mr.  M.  obtained  fiie  degree  of 
Surgeon  at  the  end  of  the  shortest  specified  time  at 
which  &e  College  will  admit  candidates  for  exami- 
nation. It  was  Mr.  M.'s  intentioh  to  enter  into  the 
miBdicat  department  of  the  army,  but  the  battfe  of 
Waterloo  having  by  this  time  put  things  on  a 
different  footing,  these  intentions  were  necessarily 
frustrated.  During  the  ensuing  summer,  Mr.  M.  re- 
tired to  Musselburgh,  where  he  devoted  himself  to 
literary  pursuits^  having,  however,  before  this  time, 
contributed  tothe  Scots'  Magazine ;  and  it  was  at  this 
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period,  that,  aloiig  with  several  larger  and  better 
poems,  which  have  never  yet  seen  the  lights  many  of 
those  smaller  effusions^  which  have  been  so  geneialljr 
esteemed,  were  composed. 

The  general  peace  in  1816  having  allowed  a  great 
proportion  of  naval  and  military  officers  to  return  to 
their  bomes,  towards  the  approach  of  winter^  Mr.  3f ., 
in  cxmcert  with  about  eighteen  of  these  gentlemen 
and  others^  formed  themselves  into  a  Literary  De- 
bating Society^  of  which  he  was  constituted  secre- 
tary; and,  at  the  end  of  their  session,  so  pleased 
were  they  with  his  exertions,  that  a  handsome  silver 
medal,  with  a  suitable  inscription,  was  unanimously 
voted  to  him.  In  the  November  of  the  same  year, 
he  published  anonymously,  a  pamphlet  entitled, 
the  f  Bombardment  of  Algiers,  and  other  Poems,' 
an  edition  of  which  was  distributed,  almost  en^ 
tirely,  among  his  friends,  without  exciting  any  public 
attention. 

From  considerable  contributions  to  Constable's 
Magazine,  which  was  at  this  time  remodelled,  and 
published  on  an  improved  plan,  Mr.  M.  acquired  the 
friendship  of  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle,  author  of  *  The 
Autumnal  Excursion.'  Besides  a  series  of  essays 
on  subjects  connected  with  general  literature,  the 
whole  of  tiie  poems  under  the  signature  M.  were 
contributed  by  him.  The  'Ode  on  the  Death  of 
Kosdiusko,'  '  The  Mossy  Seat/  '  Melancholy,' &c. 
have  been  many  times  republished  in  collections; 
and  the  stanzas  commencing,  **  When  thou  at  even- 
tide art  roaming,^'  having  been  copied  over  by  the 
late  Mrs.  Brunton,  were  printed  as  her's  by  her  hus- 


*  When  thou  at  eventide  art  roaming 

Along  the  elm-o'ershaded  walk. 

Where,  past,  the  eddying  stream  is  foaming 

Beneatii  its  tiny  cataract, — > 

Where  I  with  thee  was  wont  to  talk,— 
.  Think  thou  upon  the  days  gone  by, 

;4nd  heave  a  sight 
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band,  in  the  posthnmous  novel'  of  Emmeline.  Dr. 
Branton»,howeTer^  on  being  infonned  of  his  miateke, 
wrote  a  handsome  apology  to  the  anthor,  and  the 
piece  was  withdrawn  from  the  second  edition. 
.  About  the  time  when  the  Rer.  Mr.  Morehead  un*- 
dertook  the  management  of  the  Edinbuigh  Magazine, 
Mr.  M.  began  to  contribute  to  ^Blackwood's  Matfazme, 
but  in  a  strictly  anonymous  manner ;  and  it  was  not 
till  after  the  publication  of  the  splendid  but  whim- 
sical articles  entitled,  the  '  T£te-a-t6te'  and  '  Change 
of  Administration/  in  which  he  is  so  much  prais^, 
that  he.  became  known  to  the  conductors  of  that  ex- 
traordinary work.  Besides  the  large  collection  of 
poems  published  there/ under  the  signature  &,  Mr.  M. 
is  supposed  to  have  contributed  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  valuable  prose  articles.  The  poetry  has,  at 
various  times,  and  in  various  publications,  been 
attributed  to  Mr.  Wilson,  to  Mr.  Lockhart,  to  Mr, 
Hogg,  to  Mr.  Doubleday,  and  to  Mr.  Dale^;  a  suffi- 

When  sails  the  mooa  above  the  mountains, 
And  cloudless  skies  are  purely  blue. 
And  sparkle  in  the  light  the  fountains, 
And  darkef  frowns  the  lonely  yew, — 
Then  be  thou  melancholy  too/ 
When  musing  on  the  ]iouts  I  proved 
With  thee,  beloved ! 

Whpn  wakes  the  dawn  upon  thy  dwelling, 

And  lingering  shadows  disappear, 

And  soft  the  woodland  songs  are  swelling 

A  choral  anthem  on  thine  ear, 

— «Thinl^ — for  that  hour  to  thought  is  dear ! 

And  then  her  flight  remembrance  wings 

To  by-past  things. 

To  me,  through  every  season,  dearest ; 

Inevery^cene—rby. day,  by  night,  .... 

Thou  present  to  my  mind  appearest 

A  quenchless  star— for  ever  bright  I 

My  solitary,  sole  delight ! 

Alone— >in  grove — by  shore— «t  sea, 

I  think  of  thee ! 

■  In  our  last  volume,  p.  214,  we  echoed  this  report  as  to  Mr.  Dale's 
being  the  author  of\he  pieces  in  question,  not  doubting,  at  that  time, 
the  correctness  of  our  information :  it  affords  us,  however,  the  high- 
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cient  testimony,  withoat  doobt^  to  the  intrinsic  merit 
of  these  compositions. 

About  five  years  ago,  Mr.  M.  formed  a  connection 
in  Musselburgh  with  Mr.  Brown,  a  practitioner 
there,  which  still  remains  undissolved.  Whether  the 
attention  which  his  professional  duties  require  may 
altogether  withdraw  him  from  the  paths  of  general 
literature,  we  know  not,  but  would  fain  hope,  that  he 
may  now  and  then  find  a  leisure  hour,  which  he  may 
haimlessly  devote  to  an  art,  in  which  he  is  no  mean  pro- 
ficient. On  his  private  life  it  were  superfluous  to  dilate. 
Possessed  of  a  rarely  cultivated  mind,  united  with 
the  most  unassuming  suavity  of  manners,  and  that 
unobtrusive  modesty  so  peculiar  to  truly  gifted 
genius,  his  friendship  is  courted  by  all.  In  the  do- 
mestic circle,  he  is  a  social  and  affable  companion; 
and  the  general  tenour  of  his  conversation,  whether 
engaged  in  the  lively  or  soothed  into  the  more  sober 
paths  of  instruction,  bespeaks  the  overflowings  of  a 
pure  and  generous  heart.  In  his  public  capacity, 
the  mildness  and  delicacy  which  ever  attend  him, 
classed  with  great  skill  in  the  profession,  endear  him 
to  all  within  the  extensive  range  of  his  practice. 

Of  Mr.  Moir's  poetical  talents  several  specimens 
will  be  found  in  the  course  of  the  present  volume ; 
yet  we  cannot  refuse  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  pluck- 
ing the  *  fresh  floweret'  while  it  blooms  before  us, 
and  of  enwreathing  our  memoir  with  a  sweet-scented 
bud  or  two  from  Mr.  Ebony's  *  Gulistan,'  or  Bed  of 
Roses : — 

Youth. 

flowbeautifal  the  scenes  of  youtE 
Awaken  to  the  mind ! 

Scenes,  like  the  sammer  ocean  smooth, 

Serener — fairer  far,  than  Truth 
On  earth  shall  ever  find ! 

est  gratificatiou  in  being  enabled  to  make  the  amende  honorable  to 
Mr.  Moir,  whose  beautiful  effusions  under  the  signature  of  A,  or  with 
a  reference  to  Blackmood^i  Magazmey  have  so  often  enriched  our  pages. 
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Time  is  a  tyrant — months  and  yeara 

Pass  onward  like  the  sea,  that  leaves 
A  solitary  isle,  which  rears 
Its  passive  bosom,  ^ud  appears 
Between  the  rolling  waves. 

In  life  there  is  no  second  spring — 
The  past  is  gone — for  ever  gone ! 

We  canpot  check  a  moment's  wing ; 

Pierce  thro'  futurity  *  or  bring 
The  heart  its  vanished  tone ! 

Resplendent  as  a  summer  sky. 

When  daylight  lingers  in  the  west» 
To  Retrospection's  loving  eye 
The  blooming  fields  of  childhood  lie, 
By  Fancy's  finger  drest. 

A  greener  foliage  decks  the  grove ; 

A  brighter  tint  pervades  the  flower ; 
More  azure  seems  the  heaven  above ; 
The  earth  a  very  bower  of  love,    > 

And  man  within  that  bower ! 

And  ever,  when  the  storms  of  Fate 

Come  darkening  o*er  the  star  of  life. 
We  backward  turn  to  renovate 
Our  thoughts  with  freshness,  and  create 
An  antidote  to  strife. 

Thus  dead  and  silent  are  the  strings, 
As  legends  isay,  ofMemnon's  lyre; 
Till,  from  the  orient,  Phoel^us  flings 
His  smiles  of  golden  light,  and  brings 
Life,  harmony,  and  fire ! 


The  Invitation. 
Oh  come,  with  thy  blue  eyes  of  beaming. 

Thou  nameless  one,  whom  I  love  best ; 
TVhen  the  sun-beam  of  crimson  is  streaming 

Through  the  lattice  that  looks  to  the  west : 
Oh  come,  when  the  birds  with  their  singing 

Fill  every  recess  of  the  grove, — 
And  such  thoughts  in  the  bosom  are  springing, 

As  kindle  the  spirit  to  love ! 

Oh  come,  where  the  elm-tree  incloses 
The  mossy  green  seat  in  its  shade, — 

And  the  pertume  of  blossoming  roses 
Is  borne  on  the  breeze  of  the  glade ; 
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I'be  streamlot  is  t^paricling'' beneath  ns,- 

The  briar-covered  banks  are  above,— 
Around  are  young  lilies,  and  with  us 

Soft  tboagfats  that  speak  to  uis  of  love ! 

Oh  come,  for  afflictions  are  thronging 

To  darken  my  life  to  a  waste ; 
Oh  come,  for  my  spirit  is  longing 

The  bliss  of  tby  presence  to  taste  ! 
Though  dark  disappointments  have  wrung  me, 

And  though  with  my  fate  I  have  strove,  . 
Whatever  were  the' arrows  that  stui\g  me> 

I  have  found  a  resource  in  thy  love ! 

Oh  come,  for  thy  smiling  has  cheated 

The  woes  of  my  breast,  and  so  well 
The  darkness  of  sorrows  defeated> 

That  nought  else  on  earth  could  dispel : 
Without  thee  my  being  would  wither, 

And  pleasure  a  bauble  would  prove, — 
Forget  not,  my  sweet,  to  come  hither. 

And  solace  my  heart  by  thy  love' ! 

But  why,  our  readers  will  ask,  ar6  these  charming 
flowers  suffered  to  'blush  unseen'  and  'waste  their 
sweetness'  among  the  by-gone  tomes  of  Maga?  Why 
are  they  not  collected  and  printed  in  a  cabinet  volume^ 
that  they  may  be  the  companions  of  our  walks  as 
well  as  me  denizens  of  our  library  ?  Surely,  their  in- 
trinsic merit  fally  entitles  them  to  this  honourable  dis- 
tinction; and  now  that  Mr.  Moir  has  acknowledged 
these  bantlings  of  the  Muse  to  be  his  'true  and  law- 
ful children,"  they  may  safely  'come  out'  into  the  wide 
.world  of  criticism,  with  every  prospect  of  being  fa- 
vourably received. 

6. — BPIPH ANY  or  TWELFTH   DAY. 

In  Cumberland,  and  other  parts  of  the  north  of 
England,  on  Twelfth  night,  which  finishes  their 
Chnstmas  holidays,  the  rustics  meet  in  a  large  room^ 
begin  dancing  at  seven  o'clock,  and  finish  at  twelve, 

■  We  had  marked  for  insertion  a  beautiful  little  poem  in  blank 
Terse,  entitled *R£MSMBBREi>  Beauty;*  but  were  obliged  to  omit  it, 
from  waat  of  space.    See  Bkukmood^i  MagQxuke,  vol.  viii,  p.  686. 
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when  they  sit  down  to  lobscotise,  and  ponsondie  ; 
the  former  is  made  of  beef^  potatoes  and  onions  fried 
together;  and  in  ponsondie  we  recognise  the  was- 
sail or  waes-hael  drink  made  of  ale,  boiled  with  sugar 
and  nutmeg,  into  which  are  put  roasted  apples, — 
the  antiently  admired  lambs-wooL 

The  feast  is  paid  for  by  subscription,  and  the  me- 
thod of  raising  it  is  as  follows:  two  women  are  cho- 
sen, who  with  two  wooden  bowls  placed  one  within 
the  other,  so  as  to  leave  an  opening  and  a  space  be- 
tween them,  go  round  fS  the  female  part  of  the  society 
in  succession,  and  what  one  puts  into  the  uppermost 
bowl  the  attendant  coUectress  slips  into  the  bowl  be- 
neath it.  All  are  expected  to  contribute  something, 
but  not  more  than  a  shilling,  and  they  are  best 
esteemed  who  give  most.  The  men  choose  two  in  like 
manner  from  themselves,  and .  follow  the  same  cus- 
tom, except  that  as  the  gentlemen  are  not  supposed 
to  be  altogether  so  fair  in  their  dealings  as  the  ladies, 
one  of  the  collectors  is  furnished  with  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  to  set  dovm  the  subscriptions  as  soon  as 
received. — Twelfth  Night  as  it  is  in  the  metropolis  is 
pleasingly  pourtrayed  by  a  lively  writer  in  oar  last 
volume,  p.  5;  and  its  observation,  in  France  and* 
Italy  is  described  in  T.  T.  for  1823,  pp.  5,  6. 

The  Carnival  commences  on  Twelfth  Day,  and 
holds  till  Lent.  An  account  of  carnival  sports  in 
Spain  will  be  found  in  our  last  volume,  pp.  63-66. 

During  the  Carnival  in  Peru,  as  in  Old  Spain, 
bull-baiting  forms  the  principal  diversion  of  the 
people.  The  bulls  are  dressed  in  the  most  gaudy 
nlanner,  and  one  is  always  covered  with  dollars, 
which  are  strung  on  cords,  and  hung  around  the  body 
of  the  animal.  To  this  diversion  succeed  sumptu- 
ous entertainments  and  splendid  balls. 

8.— SAINT    LUCIAN.  \         i 

Lucian,  a  native  of  Syria,  was  celebrated  in  his  ^ 
youHi  for  his  eloquence^  and  intimate  a^uaintance 
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with  :polite  literatare.  He  was  a  proficient'  iii(  He^ 
brew^*and  rerised  the  Septaa^nt  version  of  tte  Bible. 
After  haying  undergone  various  torments  at  the  in- 
stigation of  Maximinus  II>  he  was  martyted  in  the 
year  312. 

10.  —PLOUGH  MONDAY. 

Some  curious  ceremonies  are  still  observed  on  this 
day  in  the  northern  counties^  particularly  in  York- 
shire.—See  T.  T.  for  1822,  p.  9. 

♦10.  I824.r-T.  B.  BOWDICH  DIED,  JRT.  31. 

By  unceasing  exposure  in- making  a  survey  of 
the  river  Gambia,  this  indefatigable  African  travel- 
ler contracted  a  fever,  which  was  increased  by  his 
constant  practice  of  .taking  nightiy  observations, 
and  he  has  thus  fallen  a  martyr  to  his  tiiirst  for  dis- 
covery and  his  unconquerable  love  of  science. 
Mrs.  Bowdich  was  the  companion  of  his  travels, 
the  sharer  of  all  his  perils,  nor  less  the  ardent  parti- 
cipator of  all  his  hopes,  and  in  her  affectionate 
arms  he  breatiied  his  last.  She  entered  with  enthu- 
siasm into  all  his  views,  and  assisted  with  her  talents 
many  of  the  most  scientific  of  his  operations:  to 
her,  therefore,  may  be  safely  committed  the  details 
of  the  progress  of  an  inquiry  so  fatally  interrupted ; 
and  we  sincerely  trust  that  tne  profits  to  arise  from 
tiie  sale  of  the  work,  together  with  the  amount  of 
the  subscription  which  has  been  set  on  foot  for  her- 
self and  three  infant  children,  will  place  them 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  chilling  hand  of  penury, 
and  of  those  miseries  and  insults  which  are  the 
never^failing  companions  of  a  state  of  poverty  and 
dependence.  Besides  his  well-known  work,  the  Mis- 
sion to  Ashantee,  Mr.'  Bowdich  published  '  An 
Analysis  of  the  Natural  Classification  of  the  Mam- 
malia^' '  An  Introduction  to  the  Ornithology  of  Cu- 
vier,*  Elements  of  Concl^^ogy,  &c.  &c. 

13.— SAINT  HILARY. 

Hilary  was  bom  at  Poictiers  in  Frsmce,  of  an 
illustrious  family;  and  of  this  place  he  was  chosen 
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bishop  in  the  year  358.  He  died  at  Poictiers  i^  868. 
Hilary  was  an  excellent  orator  and  poet;  his  style 
abonnds  with  rhetorical  figures. 

*13.  1834. — EDWARD  6RAINGBR  DIRD>  MT.  27. 

At  the  early  age  of  twenty-two  he  commenced  a 
Course  of  Lectures  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology 
in  the  Borough,  and,  his*  class  rapidly  increasing,  he 
was  compelled  to  erect  a  commodious  tiieatre  neaf 
Guy's  Hospital.  His  pupils  however  still  conti- 
nuing to  increase,  he  converted  ihe  first  tiieatre  into 
a  museum,  and  built  a  much  larger  one,  which  he 
opened  in  October  1823,  surrounded  by  neaily  three 
hundred  p^q^ils.  But  amid  all  this  prosperity,  an 
inisddious  ^^ease,  tiie  result  of  excessive  applica- 
tic^n,  displayed  itself,  and,  in  despite  of  the  attention 
of  his  friends  and  the  endeavours  of  tihe  faculty, 
it  terminated  bis  earthly  caieer.^ 

♦15.  1823. — MUNIFICENT  GIFT  TO  THE  BRITISH 
NATION. 

The  following  letter  records  one  of  Oiose  Boyal 
Acts  which  make  kings  known  with  honour  to  poste- 
rity;—a  literary  gift, '  greater  than  has  been  bestowed 
by  any  sovereign  upon  any  nation  since  the  library 
of  the  Ptolemies  was  founded  at  Alexandria." 

/Dear  Lord  Liyerpool,     • 

^  The  King  my  late  revered  and  excellent  Father  faaviag 
formed,  during  a  long  series  of  years,  a  most  yaluable  and  ex- 
tensiTe  Library,  consisting  of  aboat  One  bundred  and  brenty 
tjioasand  Volumes,  I  have  resolved  to  pi^sent  this  Collection  to 
the  British  Nation. 

/Whilst  I  have  the  satisfaction  by  this  means,  of  advanetng  ^be 
Literature  of  my  Country,  1  also  feel  that  I  am  paying  a  just 
tnbute  to  the  memory  of  a  Parent,  whose  life  was  adorned  with 
«very  public  and  prfvaite  virtue. 

-  *I  desire  to  add,  that  I  have  great  pleasure.  My  Lord,  in 
making  this  communication  through  you.  Believe  me,  with 
great  regard, 

*  Your  sincere  Friend, 
'Pmrilian,  Brighton^  Jan.  15, 1823.  (Signed)       Q.  R.' 

The  Lord  of  Liveipool,  K.G.,  &c.  &c.  &c 
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This  patriotic  and  generous  letter  was  commnni* 
cated  to  the  Honse  of  Commons  on  the  10th  of 
February^  and  the  cbeeni  of  the  House  expressed 
the  popidar  sentiment  on  tbe  sobject^  and  the  grate* 
fal  feeling  of  the  literary  world.  It  affStnrds  ns  much 
pleasure  to.  find  that  this  splbndid  library  has 
been-  Yery  appropriately  confided  to  the  direction  of 
tbe.Troatees  of  the  British  Mnsenm,  and  that  a 
sepi^mte  bnildiiig  has  already  been  commenced  to 
receive  this  National  Treasure. 

slfi. — SAINT  prisga. 

Pfisoa,  a  Boman  lady,  was  eariy  conyerted  to 
Cbrjatiaiiity ;  bntrefosing  to  abjure  her  religion,  and 
to  offisr  aamfiee  whan  she  was  commanded,  was  hor- 
ribly tortnced,  and  afterwards  beheaded,  under  the 
EmpercHT  ClaudiHs,,in  the  year  272k 

.;   201— AAIMT  FABIAN. 

St,  Fabian  succeeded  St.  Jknterus  in  the  pontificate, 
in  the  year  236.  He  was  martyred  in  the  persecu- 
tion of  D^ns  in  250,  as  St  Cyfirian  and  St  Jerom 
beat:  witness. 

21. — SAINT  AGNBS. 

She  suflbred  not  long  after  the  beginning  of  the 
persecution  of  Dioclesian,  ^diose  bloody  edicte 
appeared  in  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  908.  She 
was  only  thirteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her 
glorious  death.--SeeT.  T.  for  1822,  pp.  12, 13,  for 
some  beautIM  lines  on  this  subject  by  Mr.  Keate. 

22,— SAINT  YINCBNT. 

Vincent,  a  deacon  of  the  diurch  in  Spain,  suffered 
martyrdom  in  the  Dioclesian  persecution,  about  the 
year  308. 

25. — GONVBRSION  OF  SAINT  PAUL. 

St.  Paul  was  about  twenty-four  years  4>f  age 
when  comrerted.  The  Scripture  history  of  Saint 
Paul  ends  with  his  release  from  his  two  years'  im* 
prisonment  at  Rome.  Little  is  known  of  his-pioeeed- 
ings  afterward.  There  have  been  attempte  to  show 
that  he  trayelled  into  Spain  and  our  own  island,  and 
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planted  Christianity  in  both ;  but  it  is  the  unanimous 
tradition  of  the  churchy  that  he  returned  to  Ro&ie ; 
underwent  a  second  imprisonment  tb^e ;  and  was 
put  to  death  by  Nero^  in  the  persecution  which  fol- 
lowed-the  burning  of  that  city.  The  immediate 
cause  of  his  death  is  said  to  have  been,  his  having 
converted  Poppcea  Sabina,  one  of  that  emperor's 
mistresses,  whom  Josephus  styles,  a '  pious  woman> 
and  friend  of  Jews/  An.  eminent  Pagan  author  i^so 
says,  that '  she  wanted  nothing  to  render  her  one  of 
the  most  accomplished  ladies  in  the  world,  but  a 
chaste  and'  virtuous  mind/  St.  Paul  converted^ 
likewise,  Tarpes,  Nero's  cup-bearer,  and  three  of 
the  guards  who  attended  him  to  execution.  These 
last,  a  few  days  afterward,  suffered  martyrdom. 
The  privilege  of  aRomcin  citizen  secured  St.  Paul 
from  the  ignominy  of  the  cross.  He  was  beheaded 
with  a  sword.  Tradition,  supported  by  some  of  the 
Fathers,  relates,  that  a  liquor,  more  like  milk  than 
blood,  jSowed  from  his  veins  and  sprinkled  the 
clothes  of  his  executioner ;  whom, .  wi&  many- 
others,  it  converted  to  Christianity.  His  body  was 
buried  in  the  Via  Ostimsis,  and  <  Constantine  the 
Great  built  a:  church  over  his  grave. 

In  respect: of  his  ministry,  Dr..Sparke  fancifalty 
observes,  'If  without  presumption  I  might  be  his 
Herald,. I  should  adventure/^ns  to  emblazon  his 
coat;  of  arms.  He  bearetli  ^  white  cross  in  a  bloody 
field,  with  a  wolf  for.  his  crest,  that  badge  of  his  own 
tribe  .of  .Benjamin.'—  Protestant  Beadsman,  p.  2. 

*28.  1824.— L.M.  LAN6LB8  DIBD, 

The  celebrated  oriental  scholar^  and  keeper  of 
the  oriental  MSS.  in  the  Library  of  the  King  of 
France.  Fortunately. for  M.  Langl&s,  he  survived 
tiie  stonn  of  revolution  in  which  thousands  perished . 
It  being  determined  to  preserve. the  royal  Library 
under  a  national  denomination,,  the  literary  repnta-- 
tion  and  the  known  probity  of  Jd.  Langl6s  obtained 
him  .tbe  place, of  keeper  of  the  MSS.    Ho  had  not 
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long  enjoyed  this  post  before  the  rage  for  dertroying 
ev^y  vee%e  of  royalty  and  nobili^  extended  tlie 
band  of  desolation  to  the  national  library.  Qtiaen 
Langl&3  was  summoned  to  render  an  account  of  aU 
books  and  M$S.  in  the  library  relatire  to  genealogy^ 
and  whateyf  r  tended  to  the  illustration  of  one  class 
of  society  over  another ;  the  anathema  prononneed 
included  all  charters^  titles,  genealogies  of  the  noble 
families,  heraldic  biography,  and  even  books  on 
other  subjects  with  t£e  insignia  of  royalty  on  the 
binding*  Citizen  LangUs  asked  for  delay,  on  ac^ 
coont  of  the  immensity  of  the  collection,  there  being 
no  exact  c^atalogne  of  its  contents.  Resolyed,  at  the 
peril  of  bis  life,  to  save  so  many  precious  dooniMnts 
irom  destruction,  he  fresh  labeled  some,  tore  the 
bindings  off  ot^s,  and  concealed  an  immense 
number  in  the  attics  of  the  library;  but,  as  a  b#lo- 
caust  was  necessary,  he  selected  yolumes  of  minor 
int^reat,  duplicate  copies,  and  a  great  nmnber  of 
pend^ons  jtomes  on  polemical  divinity,  it  ^ich 
tbose^  of  the  sectaries  of  Molina  figured  largely : 
this  was  a  kind  of  retributive  justice  on  the  sodety 
which.had condemned  so  many  tictims  to  the  flames* 
The  agents  of  Governmtent,  seeing  an  immmse  pile 
of  books  doomed  to  destruction,  were,  satisfied  iifith 
tb0  neM  of  citiaien  LangHs,  and  tney  were  oarrled 
wmif,  wi&out  examination,  by  waggon-loads,  to 
the  Plac^  Vendome,  to  be  burner!;  andby  this  means 
many  most  important  documents  for  ihe.iUustra^ion 
of  natiimal  history  were  preserved,  at  the  risk  of  the 
life  of  H.  Langl6s,  who  concealed  five  thousand 
volumes  which  but  for  him  would  have  perished. 

*28»  1824. — QBORGB   MILLS,  MEDALLIST,    DIED, 
JBT.  81. 

Bis  genius  in  his  profession  will  be  acknowledged 
bf  ,all  admirers  of  the  art  who  have  seen  the  medals 
execMM  of  bis  present  Majesty,  the  late  M^.  Presi- 
dent West,  Mr.  Watt,  Admiral  Duckworth,  Mr* 
Cbantrey^  and  other  eminent  men.  Mr.  West  pro* 
B  2 
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nounced  him  to  be,  in  his  opinion,  the  first  medallist 
in  England.  He  obtained  from  the  Society  of  Arts 
the  tii^ee  gold  medald  presented  by  that  body  as  ^e 
reward  of  merit. 

29.  1880. — K.  GEORGE  THE  POURTH's  ACCESSION. 
80. — SBPTUAGESIMA  SUNDAY. 

The  words  Septuagesima,  Sexagesima,  and  Qnin- 
qoagesima  (seventietii,  sixtieth,  and  fiftieth),  were 
lirst  applied  to  denote  these  three  Sundays,  when 
th«  season  of  Iient  was  extended  to  a  fast  of  six 
weeks^  that  is,  thirty-six  days,  not  reckoning  the 
Sundays,  which  were  always  celebrated  as  festivals. 

30. — KING  CHARLES  1,  MARTYR. 

In  a  truly  valuable  and  important  work',  lately 
published,  illustrative  of  English  history,  during  hn 
eventful  period  of  more  tiian  three  hundred  years^ 
there  are  some  original  letters  of  the  unfortunieite 
Charles,  which,  it  is  justly  observed  by  the  learned 
Editor,  'do  him  honour ;  not  merely  by  <he  style  in 
which  they  are  written ;  in  the  choice  of  words  and 
the  clearness  of  expression;  but  as  displaying  the 
firmness  of  his  mind  under  the  severest  trials,  and  ifd 
benevolence  toward  those  who  served  him,  even 
when  precipitation  and  mistake  had  caused  not  only 
failure  to  them,  but  ruin  to  him.' 

The  king's  chief  hope  was  in  the  justice  of  )iid 

.  I    ■    ,1     ■     ■  n-        I  »     .     ^  I  <^t  '    .'  t. 

'  'OiMGiKAi.  Lbttbrs,  iUttstrative  of. English  History;  inclvdings 
numerous  Kotal  Letters :  from  Autographs  in  the  British  Museum, 
mod  one  or  two  other  Collections.  With  Notes  and  Illustrations  by 
HiliaY  Bl^is,  F,  K»  3.  Sec.  S.  A.  Keeper  of  the  MSS.  is  the  Biitisll 
Museum,  8vo,  Sf  toU*  1824'  Of  this  iadispensablQ  companion  to 
the  History  of  England,  its  title  and  the  name  of  the  Editor  wer^ 
a  sufficient  recommendation ;  it  is  but  justice,  however,  to  Mn 
£)U8  to  8ta0  that  his  three  Vqlnmes  are,  indeed,  a  treasure  of  literary 
cariosities ;  selected  with  his  accustomed  taste  and  judgment,  auad 
accompanied  with  copious  notes  at  once^acute  and  erudite, .  dis* 
playing  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  most  valuable  sburdek  of 
English  history;  «uch  notes  as  might  be  expected  lirom the iiUfll*> 
quary  and  the  topographer,  the  Editor  of  Fabyah's  ^n/d^  |iardtitfr*6< 
Chronicles,  and  the  Illustrator  of  our  Popular  Antiquities. -^Tbe 
book  is  beautifully  printed,  and  is  from  the  classic  press  of 
Mr.  ^oo»f A^i. , 
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caosei  which  probably  would  have  fared  better  if  he 
had  been  without  Prince  Rupert.  To  the  last  he 
knew  that  though  a  powerful  faction  was  arrayed 
against  him,  he  still  really  retained  the  love  of  the 
larger  portion  of  his  subjects.  And  this  love  fol- 
lowed him  even  to  the  close  of  his  existence*  A 
staoAgOT  proof  of  this  cannot  be  adduced/  than  in  A 
passage  from  the  life  of  Philip  Henry,  an  eminent 
divme,  written  by  his  son  Matthew  Henry. 

'  At  the  end  of  the  year  1648,  he'  (Philip  Henry) 
'bad  leave  given  him'  (from  college)  'to  make  a 
visit  to  his  father  at  Whitehall,  with  whom  he  stayed 
some  time;  there  he  was  Jan..  30th>  where  the  king 
was  beheaded,  and  with  a  very  sad  heart  saw  that 
tragical  blow  given.  Two  things  he  used  to  speak 
ofy  that  he  took  notice  of  himself  that  day,  which  I 
l^ow  not  whether  any  of  the  historians  menti<»i. 
Oh»e  was,  at  the  instant  when  the  blow  was  given, 
th^e  was  such  a  dismaU  universal  groan  among  the 
thousands  t{fj)eop/6  that  were  within  sight  of  it  fasti 
were  with  one  consent^  izs  he  never  heard  brfore; 
and  desired  that  he  might  never  hear  the  like  again^ 
txQX  see  such  a  cause  for  it.  The  other  was,  that  im- 
mediately after  die  stroke  was  struck^  there  was»  ao* 
cording  to  order,  one  troop  marching  from  Charing 
jDrom  towards  King  Street,  and  another  from  King 
Street  towards  Charing  Cross,  purposely  to  disperse 
and  scatter  the  people,  and  to  divert  the  dismal 
thoughts,  which  they  could  not  but  be  filled  with,  by 
driving  them  to  a  shift,  every  one  for  his  own  safety'.' 
Considerable  dbiibts  existed  respiting  the  place 
<^ interment  of  the  martyred  sovereign;  some  sujl- 
posing  that  his  body  was  put  into  sand  only  at  White- 
hall>  and  the  coffin  filled  with  brick-bats,  and  taken 
to  l^iiidsor;  while  others  maintained  that  the  corpse 
was  buried  at  the  latter  place.  Sir  Henry  Halford's 
''•-■■•      '     ■    ' 

*  Thift  anecdote  ii  singularly  <iorroboTated  »  the  l4>n4on  Jouroaft 
of  Dec*  96,1780.    See«  Mr.  ElUs's  LeUers«»  vok  iii,  p.  ^Si^rnU, 
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'  Accoimt/  however^  of  what  appeared  on  opeiuBg  Uie 
coffin  of  King  Charles  I  at  Windsor^  on  the  1st  April, 

1813,  has  set  this  question  perfectly  at  rest.— 43^  ^ 
narratiTe  of  this  interesting  discovery  in  T.T.  for 

1814,  second  edition,. f  p.  8, 9. 

.  Id  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Conunons  of  die 
dOth  January  167^,  a  vote  of  supply   (Sbvbnty 
Thousand  Poun ds)  will  be  found  to  KingCharles  II, 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  solemn  interment  of 
the  king  bis  father,  and  of  the  erectiiig  a  monunient 
to  his  memory ;  and  amon^  Sir  Christopher  Wren's 
drawings  still  preserved  in  the  library  of  All  Souls' 
College,  Oxford,  (vol.  ii.  No.  89)   are  the  designs 
made  at  that  time  both  for  a  mausoleum  and  a  tomb. 
The  design  for  the  latter  was  approved  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  it  was  proposed  to  have  been  erected  at 
the  east  end  of  St.  Greoi^e's  Chapel,  at  Windsor. 
The  estimate  of  the  expense   was  «£48,668..2..0. 
King  Charles  II  REOBiVBD  the  Seventy  THotiSAMD 
Pounds  :  but,  as  Lord  Clarendon  says,  Hhe  thought 
of  the  remove  of  his  other's  body  was  laid  aside,  and 
thereasddcamnnaiicatedtoveryfew,  for  the  bet- 
ter   DISCOUNTENANCING      FURTHER      BN^^UIRY*. 

Bachard  even  says,  'it  was  thought  that  King  Charles 
the  Seeond  never  sent  to  enquire  after  the 
iMKiy'.— See  Mr.  Elfis's  Original  and  Royal  Letters, 
vol.  iii,  pp.  888,  82*. 

31.  1820. — KIN&  GEORGE   IV  PROCLAIMED. 

^0tronomt(;al  <kmtmm 

In  JANUARY  1835. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  once  more  meet  our  ypuHi- 
till  readers  in  the  delightful  walkis  of  coiiteteplation, 
(ind  again  point  them  to  the  starry  heavens,  which 
most  visibly  display  the  wonders  of  creative  power ; 
tmt  while  they  employ  Time's  Telescope  in  sur- 
lliis  glorious  scene^  may  their  minds  be  sof- 
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fered  to  dwell  with  increasing  rapture  on  the  6r£AT 
Author  of  allthia  incomprahoisible  magnificence — 
adoring  the  wisdom  that  planned^  the  power  that 
created,  and  the  beneficence 'which  still  sustains  ibis 
universal  fabric. 

Where  gioty  with  sopreme  dominion  laah  ' 

Throagb  the  a^urcr  deeps  of  air. 

Obliquity  of  the  Ecliptic. 
In  our  volumes  for  1816  and  1817,  we  have  ex- 
plained the  nature  and  variation  of  this  obliquity,  to 
which  we  must  refer  such  of  our  readers  as  are  not 
already  acquainted,  with  the  subject.  The  following 
is  its  quantity  at  five  different  epochs  during  the  pre* 
seat  year,  viz. 

January  ..  Ist,  the  ol)liquity  is  ......  23o  27'  44-7" 

April    ....  Ist, 23    27  44*7 

July......  Ist, , 23    27  42-9 

October  ..  Ist, 23    27  42-8 

December  Slsty. ...i.  23    27  41-2 

The  equation  of  the  equinoctial  points>  for  the 
same  eras  of  the  present  year,  or  are  those  for  which 
they  are  usually  calculated,  is  as  follows,  viz. 

January  ..  Ist,  the  equatidn is  ...•....•  •   ...  l8Ky' 

April Isty ..•*..  18*0 

July Isty    17-7 

October.  ...Ist, k..  17*5 

December.Slst,    «••••  17.0 

Solar  Phbnombna. 

The  Sun  enters  Aiquarius  at  26  m.  after  6  in  the 
morning  of  the  20th  of  this  month ;  and  he  rises  and 
sets  for  tike  respective  days  specified  belovjr,  as  in 
the  following  table.  For  the  infoilnation  of  our 
young  readers  it  may  be  useful  to  observe,  that  the 
times  of  the  occurrences,  mentioned  in  this  volume, 
are  computed  for  the  first  meridian,  as  that  which 
passes  through  the  Royal  Observatory  at  Greenwich; 
but  they  may  easily  be  reduced  to  any  other  meriitian 
by  proportion,  at  the  rate  of  15  degrees  to  an  hour. 
The  rising  and  setting  on  any  intermediate  days  mxM 
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also  be  found  in  the  same  nuumer ;  for  an  example 
of  which,  see  p.  22  of  T.  T.  for  1824. 

TABLE 

Of  the  Sun*s  Rising  and  Setting  far  every  fifth  Day. 

January  Ist,  Sun  rises    5  m.  alter  8.    Seta  55  m.  after  3 

6th,  ••••»•••    1  •4«.,.«  S  59  ••••••  3 

llthy  • 57 7 3  •••••«  4 

16th, :,.  51  7  9 4 

2l8t, «.  44 7 16 4 

«6th, 37 7  ,....  23 4       , 

3l8i^ 29  .......  7*.,...  81  ......  4 

EqaatUm  of  Time. 
Whenever  it  is  required  to  find  true  time  from  ap- 
parent,  or  the  real  time  of  the  day  from  thatiyhieh 
is  indicated  by  a  good  snn  dial,  it  is  requisite  to 
employ  tlie  equation  of  time.  On  this  subject  our 
reiulers  will  find  some  useful  information  in  p.  60  of 
T.  T.  for  1814 ;  p.  19  for  1«16 ;  p.  18  for  ia23 ;  and 
p.  23  for  1824;  besides  other  places*  The  equation 
for  any  intermediate  periods  is  to  be  found  by  pro- 
portion. 

TABLB 

Of  the  Equation  of  Time  for  every  fifth  Day. 

Saturday,  Jan.    1st,   to  the  ttme  by  the  dial  aid    3  57 

Thursday.....  6tb,.... 6  13 

Tuesday llth,  / ^...... 8  18 

Sunday I6th, 10    9 

Friday   , 2lat, , 11  43 

Wednesday  ..  26th,  12  57 

Monday Slst, 13  50 

Lunar  Phenombna. 
phases  of  the  Moon. 

Full  Moon    .    4th  day,  at  39  m.  after  li  at  night 

Last  Quarter    llth  ......  53 3  in  the  afternoon 

New  Moon    .  19th 43 3.in  themomihg 

FirstQuarter    27th ^ 8 ^. 

Moan's  Passage  aver  the  Meridian. 

The  following  Table  exhibits  the  passages  of  the 

Moon  over  the  first  meridian  of  Great  Britain^  which 

have  been  selected  as  those  that  are  best  adapted 

to  afford  our  young  readers  the  means  of  obscarring 
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her  in  that  position.     The  times  will,  thetefo^ 
reqmre  a. slight  reduction  for  any  other  mferidS 
bnt  this  may  be  fo^d  by  proportion,  fromSrqu^: 
titles  given  ur  the  N antical  Xliianac,  as  in  th2  bre 
cedmg  corrections  for  the  Snn's  liSmg  and  S^Cg^ 


TABLE 


Of  the  Moon's  Passage  over  the  first  Meridian 


January  Ist, 

at    6in.  aftei 

3d. 

...    3 

ad. 

...     1   ...... 

lUb, 

• •  18, ••••.« 

13th, 

•  .    9 

13tfa, 

•  •     1  •••^•« 

14t|i, 

•  •56 

15th, 

..  49 

16th, 

.•  43 

3dth, 

-  34...... 

3eth, 

•  •    7. 

.37th, 

.•  54 

^^ 

•  ,44 

29th, 

••  37  ..,.,. 

3(Hh, 

••    3d    ..4.e* 

3l3t,. 

..  33^..... 

10  ...  * 

11  .....'.'!.".'.*.'.! 

5  in  the  morning 

"J  .'.'!.'!.'!!.'*'** 

7 ■"• 

8 .'/**• 

4  in  the  afternoon 

5  •..•.#,,,, 

5 WW 

6  in  the  eyeniag 

8  I!!'.'.!'/.!'.*'*' 
9 ;  / 


A«  fh.  ^"^  ^fBigh  Water  at  London. 

As  the  Moon  is  the  chief  agent  in  Droducino^   AnH 
^T^f^^^T^^^s,  it  has  Seen  thJS  S^^^ 
mtrod«ce  h^e  the  time  of  High  Water  L  Son 
for  both  moming  and  afternoon  of  every  ftfi^v 
local  OTc^istances  sometimes  canse  slight  vSal 
tog^  theeenombers  are  generaUy  veilnelJthe 

ntk, ..  39 ::::::  i  :::::::•  ^ r 


<Sth,  ..    9  ..,..,  3 

im,  ..39..,..,  6 

!«*,  ..    0  ......  0 

M»^  ..  33 3 

1f^-^^^ 6 19.._:     I 


3Ut^  ..  33 3  *"'^*^-  ^ 0 


3T  ^.^^     3 


d4«  mSThf J**^7?*^  '"'^^y  <>f  the  int^iate 
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To  the  Time,  as  given,  for  lidndoir,  add  h.  m. 

For  Tinmouth  Haven,  HairtlepooU  and  Amsterdam O  50 

Brest,  Rochelle,  and  Rocbford   • •  1  O 

Scillj,  Cape  Clear,  and  Leith  ...« 1  46 

Mount's  Bay,  Edystone,  and  Falmouth   1  55 

Bridlington  Pier,  Humber,  and  Antwerp 2.    O 

Fowey,  Looe,  Plymouth,  and  Waterford • .  •  •  3  10 

Dartmouth,  Harborough,  Hull,  and  Sidmooth •  3  30 

Torbay,  Teignmoath,  and  Cork 3  40 

Exmoutb,  Topsham,  and  Lyme • , 3  50 

Bridge  Water,  Texel,  and  Cherburgh  •  • 4  5 

Boston,  Bristol,  Lynn,  and  iyeymouUi  • ...  •  •  • 4  20 

Harfleur^  and  without  the  Vlie  '.....,. 5  40 

New  York,  New  London,  George  Town^  Savannah 6  30 

For  the  following  places,  guhtraet,  viz. 

For  Leigh,  Maes,  and  Oouries'-  Out  >...••»....•.. 0  15 

Gravesend,  Rochester,  and  Rammekins 1'  0 

Buoy  of  the  Nore,  Flushing,  Cadiz,  and  Yarmouth  ....  1  20 

Portsmouth,  Ostend,  Shoe -Beacon,  and  Bedsand 2  30 

Calais,  I>over,  Harwich,  Liverpool,  and  Spithead  • . .  ^. .  3  10 

Orfordness,  Gunfleet,  Shorehan,  and  Dieppe 4  0 

Brighton,  Dunkirk,  and  Boulogne  ...•< 4  15 

Needles,  Cowes,  Yarmouth. (Isle  of  Wi^ht)  . . . . • 4  40 

St.  Helens,  Havre-tde- Grace,  and  Dunnose  • 5  30 < 

Poole,  Dublin, .and. Caen. ••••,«•••.»• 5  45 

Phenomena  Planetarum; 

Phases  of  Venus. 

The  phases  of  this  queen  of  fhe  night  are  sobjecti 
to  change  like  those  of  the  Moon,  and,  like  them, 
are  therefore  susceptible  of  calculation.  The  me- 
thod of  performing  this  we  have  already  explained  ^ 
at  p.  17  of  T.  T.  for  1819.  These  calculations  we 
shall  leave  for  our  young  friends  to  perform,  and 
only  insert  the  results  for  each  month. 

To«  i„^  /Illuminated  part. a=  9'31608  • 
Jan.  "^-^  Dark  part...*..-..  =  2-68692 

The  illuminated  psk^t  of  [this'  distijs  now  decreas- 
ing, but,  as  her  distance  from  us  varies,  our  readers 
should  be  reminded  that  she  is  not  al^^ays  brightest 
when  she  presents  the  broadest  illuminated  disk.* 
The  greatest  brilliancy  will  .take  place  in  April.        > 

Venus  will  be  an  evening  star  tfll  the  l(Mh  of  May,: 
and  then  a  morning  star  to.^the.  end  of  the.yeftr..| 
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Jupiter  will  also  be  a  morning  star  till  the  28th  of 
January^  an  evening  star  from  that  time  to  the  17th 
of  August^  and  then  a  morning  star  again  to  the  close 
of  the  year. 

EcUpses  of  Jupiter's  Satellites. 
Oar  volume  for  1818,  p.  169,  affords  some  neces- 
sary infonnation  respecting  these  phenomena;  and 
we  shall  here  only  select  such  of  them  as  arc  visible 
this  month  at  the  Royal  Observatory,  to  present  op- 
portunities of  observing  them  as  they  occur. 

Immersions. 

First  Satellite,  . .  1st  day,  at  16  m.  57  s.  after  8  in  the  evening 

7th 42  • .     6 3  in  the  morning 

8th 10  ••  30 10  at  night 

14th 35  •.  41   5  in  the  morning 

I5th 4  ..     8 0  midnight 

17th 41  ..  52 6  in  the  evening 

23d    57  ..  52 1  in  the  morning 

24th 26  ..  19 8  in  the  evening 

Emersions. 

30th 6  • .  51 6  in  the  morning 

31st   35  ..  19 0  midnight 

Immersions. 

Second  Satellite,  7th  47  •  •  13 0  in  the  morning 

14th 23  ..41  3  

21st  ...#..     0  ..  21  6 

24th 19  . .  18 7  in  the  evening 

Form  of  Saturn's  Ring. 

As  this  phenomenon  varies  but  slowly,  we  shall 

merely  insert  the  results  of  these  nariations  for  every 

third  month,  and  refer  our  readers  to  p.  52  of  T.  T. 

for  1819,  for  the  rules  by  which  they  are  calculated, 

T.n»«..«  !-♦    f  Transverse  axis  ..  1*000 
January  Ist,  (conjugate  axis  -  0-474 

Conjunction  of  the  Moon  with  the  Planets  and  Stars '. 

January   5th,  with  >  in  Gemini,  at  Om.  after  3  in  the  morning 

14th,  ....  >  in  Scorpio,  • .  0    1  in  the  afternoon 

18th,  • .  • .  6.  Sidus 0    4  in  the  morning 

18th,  • .  •  •  Venus 0    6  in  the  evening 

*  These  conjunctions  are  restricted  to  stars  of  the  first  /owr  mag-* 
nitudes. 
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Georgium  Sidus  will  be  in  coi\iuQctiaii  at  l&m. 
past  9  in  the  morning  of  the  6tb  of  this  m<mth»  Mer- 
cury will  be  stationary  on  the  7tii,  and  in  his  infe- 
rior conjanction  at  a  quarter  past  8  in  the  morning 
of  the  16th.  He  will  also  be  stationary  again  on 
the  28th.  Jupiter  will  be  in  opposition  at  5  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day.  ^Saturn  will  likewise  be 
stationary  on  the  3Ist. 

How  resplendent  the  nights  of  this  month  some- 
times appear !  The  air  often  seems  to  be  refined  by 
the  intensity  of  the  frost;  and  when  the  silvery  lamp 
of  heaven  withdraws  her  shining^  the  whole  firma- 
ment appears  to  be  thickly  studded  with  brilliant 
spangles^  which  excite  the  desire^  and  baffle  the  at- 
tempt^  to  enumerate  them.  Some  are  either  dignified 
by  superior  magnitude,  or  distinguished  by  approxi- 
mate distance,  while  others  seem  aknost  lost  in  the 
depths  of  ether.  But  who  can  state,  or  even  sur- 
mise, the  different  circumstances  under  which  ^ey 
exist  ?  Here  the  poet  may  inquire^  but  the  philoso- 
pher cannot  answer— a  specimen  of  which  wehave 
in  the  following  lines  :— 

To  the  Stars. 

Ye  are  &ir— ye  are  fair— and  your  pensive  rays 

Ste,ai  down  like  the  light  of  parted  days ; 

Bat  have  sin  and  sorrow  ne'er  wandered  o'er 

The  green  abodes  of  each  sunny  shore  ? 

Hath  no  frost  been  there,  and.no  withering  blast, 

Cold — cold  o'er  the  flower  and  the  forest  past  ? 

Does  the  playful  leaf  never  fell  nor  fade. 

The  rose  ne'er  droop  in  the  silent  shade  ? 

Say,  comes  there  no  cloud  on  your  morning  beam, 

On  your  night  of  beauty  no  troubled  dream? 

Have  ye  no  tear  the  eye  to  annoy. 

No  grief  to  shadow  its  light  of  joy? 

No  bleeding  breasts  that  are  doomed  to  part^ 

No  blighted  bower,  and  no  broken  heart? 

Hath  death  ne'er  saddened  your  scenes  of  bloom. 

Your  suns  ne'er  shone  on  the  silent  tomb? 

Did  their  sportive  radiance  never  ^U 

On  the  cypress  tree,  or  rained  wall  ? 
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'Twere  Tain  to  gaess,  for  no  eye  hatb  seen 
0*er  the  gulpb  eternnliy  fixed  between* 
We  hear  not  the  songs  of  your  early  hours ; 
We  hear  not  the  hymn  of  your  evening  bowers. 
The  strains  that  gladden  each  radiant  sphere 
Ne'er  poured  their  sweets  on  a  mortal  ear, 
Though  such  I  could  deem,  on  the  evening's  sigh, 
Tbe  air  harp's  unearthly  melody ! 
Farewell !  farewell  I  I  go  to  my  rest. 
For  the  shades  are  passing  into  the  west, 
And  the  beacon  pales  on  its  lonely  height — 
Isles  of  the  Blest — good  night! — good  night! 

NewMotUhlp  Ma$azi$is. 

Cj^e  ilaturaltfiird  Mintp 

For.  JANUARY  1825. 

Throughout  the  watches  of  the  night. 
The  feathery  snow,  in  silent  flight, 
Has  left  the  regions  of  its  birth. 
And,  flailing,  sought  the  realms  of  earth : 
The  mantled  mountain  heaves  on  high 
Its  forehead  to  the  morning  sky. 
On  which  the  distant  lord  of  day 
Shoots  forth  a  horizontal  ray  ; — 
The  fields  that  lately  bloomed  and  smiled 
Are  flow'rless,  desolate,  and  wild. 
Cold  as  Despair's  un&easing  tears. 
And  silent  as  departed  years. 

With  bending  branches  hangs  the  wood, 
A  lonely,  leafless  solitude ; 
The  Spirits  of  the  North  have  swept 
Its  pride  away,  the  snows  have  leapt 
On  every  dark  oatstretehing bough; 
And  if  the  passing  bird  alight, 
^  With  fearful,  fluttering  pinions,  lo  ! 

Comes  down  a  frequent  shower  of  white, 
Which  falls  within  the  roaring  stream. 
That  rushes  on,  and  hears  the  call 
That  urges  to  yon  waterfall, 
Down,  from  the  inland  mountains,  down, 
With  swelling  tide,  and  waves  of  brown. 

D.  M.    MOIR. 

Onb  of  the  most  beautiful  sights  ou  which  the  eye 
can  open,  occasionally  presents  itself  to  our  notice  in 
this  monlli :  we  saw  tlie  shades  of  evening  fall  upon 
a  waste  expanse  of  brown  earth,  shorn  hedge-rows. 
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bare  branches,  and  miry  roads,  interspersed  here  and 
there  with  a  patch  of  dnll  melancholy  green;  but 
when  we  are  awakened  by  the  late  dawning  of  the 
morning,  and  think  to  look  forth  upon  the  same, 
what  a  bright  pomp  greets  us !  what  a  white  pagean- 
try 1  It  is  as  if  the  fleecy  clouds,  that  float  about  the 
sun  at  Midsummer,  had  descended  upon  the  earth 
and  clothed  it  in  their  beauty !  Every  object  we  look 
upon  is  strange  and  yet  familiar  to  us — '  another  yet 
the  same.'  And  the  whole  afiects  us  like  a  vision 
of  the  night,  which  we  are  half-conscious  is  a  vision  ; 
— ^we  know  that  it  is  ^A€r6— and  yet  we  know  not 
how  long  it  may  remain  there;  since  a  motion  may 
change  it,  or  a  breath  melt  it  away.  And  what  a 
mysterious  stilness  reigns  over  all !  a  white  silence ! 
Even  the  ^  clouted  shoon'  of  the  early  peasant  is  not 
heard,  and  the  robin,  as  he  hops  from  twig  to  twig 
with  undecided  wing,  and  shakes  down  a  feathery 
shower  as  he  goes,  hushes  his  low  whistle,  in  wonder 
at  the  unaccustomed  scene. 

The  throstle  is  now  seen  under  sunny  hedges  and 
southern  walls  in  pursuit  oi  snails,  which  he  destroys 
in  abundance,  particularly  in  hard  winters ;  he  de- 
lights  also  in  chrysalids  and  worms.  Other  birds 
now  quit  their  re&eats  in  search  of  food.  The  nut- 
hatch is  heard,  and  larks  congregate  and  fly  to  the 
warm  stubble  for  shelter. 

Ah !  bleak  aud  barren  are  the  fields. 

Undecked  with  aught  of  summer's  dje; 
The  naked  plain  no  shelter  yields 

To  sereen  them  from  the  stormy  sky ; 
But  soon  they^l  meet  the  yemal  morn. 

When  crystal  dew-drops  deck  the  plain ; 
When  fragrpwce  breathes  from  brake  and  thorn. 

Sweet  as  their  wild  notes' native  strain. 

ALEX.  BALFOUR. 

The  shell-less  snail  or  slug  makes  its  appearance^ 
Had  commences  its  depredations  on  garden  jdants 
liDd  green  wheat. 

The  hedge-sparrpw  and  the  thrush  now  begin  to 
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sing.  The  wren  also  *  pipes  her  perennial  lay/  even 
among  Ae  Jakes  of  snow.  The  titmonae  polls  atraw 
oat  of  the  thatch,  in  search  of  insects;  linnets  con- 
gregate; androoksresort  to  their  nest  trees.  Pullets 
beg^  to  lay;  young  lambs  are  dropped  now.  8pi* 
ders  shopt  oat  ttieir  webs ;  and  the  blackbird  whistles. 
The  field-fares,  red-*wings,  skyladu,  and  titlarks, 
resort  to  watered  meadows  iV^food,  and  are,  in  part, 
supported  by  tibe  gnaU  which  are  on  the  snow,  near 
the  water*.  The  tops  of  tender  turnips  and  ilry* 
berries  afford  food  for  the  graminiTorons  birds,  as 
the  iing*dove,  &c.  Earth-worms  lie  out  on  the 
ground,  and  tiie  shellnsnail  appears. 

The  house-narrow  chirps,  and  the  bat  is  now 
seen.  Bats  are  very  nsefnl  animals;  destroying 
gr^tt  numbers  of  the  lai^e  white  moths  in^ch  fly 
abroad  by  night.— See  T.  T.  for  1828,  p.  31. 

l%oagh  t^d  gardener  ccm  find  little  to  do  in  the 
garden  tibis  month.  Nature  is  ever  at  work  there, 
and  ever  with  a  wise  hand,  and  gracefid  as  wise* 
'  The  wintry  winds  of  December  (obserres  the  ele* 
gant  «md  entertaimng  efaronicler  of  the  *  MoKTHS') 
having  shds^  down  the  last  lingering  leaves  from  the 
trees,  the  inal  labour  4>f  the  gardener  was  employed 
in  making  aU  trim!  and  clean ;  in  turning  vm  the  dark 
eafftfi  to  give  it  a^— prunkig  off  the  su^rflaous  pro- 
duce of  summer-^^'^u^  gathering  away  th€i  worn  out 
attire  tiiat  the  perennial  flowers  leave  behind  them 
when  they  sink  into  the  earth  to  seek  their  winter 
home, — as  harlequin  and  colambuie  in  the  panto* 
mimes  sdmetnnes  dip  down  throi^ih  a  trnp^daorj  and 
cheat  their  silly  pursuers  by  leaving  their  vacant 
dresses  standing  erect  behiira  them.— All  being  left 
trim  and  oj:deiiy  for  the  coming  <m  of  llie  ne^  year. 
l%e  various  processes  of  Nature  for  the  renewal  of 

*  Somepretty  lines  VTo  lifteea  GAikti  seen  ^ncanf  in  the  Snn- 
beuns  an  Jan.  3,'  will  be  fotmd  in  the  very  interesting  <  JBitmaM  nf 
J2o(M  BCooM^ld,'  Toti,  p.  31,  lately  published  for  the  exclnsivebe* 
neftt  ef  his  #idow  and  famny. 
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her  favoured  race,  the  flowers,  may  be  more  aptly 
observecl  than  at  any  other  period.  StiU,  therefore^ 
however  desolate  a  scene  die  garden  may  present 
to  the  general  gaze,  a  particular  examination  of  it  is 
fall  of  interest, — an  interest  that  is  not  the  less  va- 
luable for  its  depending  chiefly  on  the  imagination. 
Now,  the  bloom-buds  of  the  fruit-trees, — which  the 
late  leaves  of  autumn  had  concealed  from  the  view, — 
stand  confessed,  upon  the  otherwise  bare  branches ; 
and,  dressed  in  their  patent  wind  and  water-proof 
coats,  brave  the  utmost  severity  of  the  season; — ^tiieir 
hard  unpromising  outsides,  compared  with  the  forms 
of  beauty  which  they  contain,  reminding  us  of  their 
friends  the  butterflies  when  in  the  chrysalis  state. — 
Now  the  perenniak,^ha,ynng  slipped  off  their  sum- 
mer robes,  and  retired  to  their  subterranean  sleeping- 
rooms,— just  permit  the  tops  of  their  naked  heads  to 
peep  above  the  ground,  to  warn  the  labourer  from 
disturbing  their  annual  repose,— Now  the  smooth- 
leaved  and  tender-stemmed  rose  of  China  hangs  its 
pale,  scentless,  artificial-looking  flowers  upon  the 
cheek  of  winter — ^reminding  us  of  the  last  faint  bloom 
upon  the  face  of  a  fading  beauty,  or  the  hectic  of 
disease  on  that  of  a  dying  one ;  and  a  few  chry&a»* 
themums  still  linger— the  wreck  of  the  past  year — 
their  various-coloured  stars  looking  like  faded  imi* 
tations  of  the  gay  glaring  China-asten 

*  Now,  too, — first  evidences  of  the  revivifying  prin- 
ciple of  the  new-bom  year — for  all  that  we  have 
hitherto  noticed  are  but  lingering  remnants  of  the 
old— now  the  golden  and  blue  crocuses  j^p  up  their 
pointed  coronals  from  amidst  their  guardmg  palisades 
of  green  and  grey  leaves,  that  fliey  may  be  ready  to 
come  forth  at  the  call  of  the  first  February  sun  that 
looks  warmly  upon  them ;  and  perchance  one  here 
and  there,  bolder  than  the  rest,  has  started  fairly  out 
of  the  earth  already,  and  half  opened  her  trim  form, 
pretending  to  have  mistaken  the  true  time:  as  a  for- 
ward  school-miss  will  occasionaUy  be  seen   co- 
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qaetting  with  a  smart  cornet^  before  die  has  been 
regularly  produced— as  if  she  didn't  know  that  there 
was  'any  harm  in  it/ 

In  the  absence  of  other  flowers,  the  golden  saxi- 
frage,  called  also  gplden  moss,  and  stonecrop  {chry^ 
soptatmm)^  affords  its  little  aid  to  give  life  and  beanty 
to  the  garden.  The  bramble  {ruhiu  fiiMcimu)  still 
retains  its  leaves,  and  gives  a  thin  scattering  of  green 
in  tbe  otherwise  leaflless  hedges ;  while  flie  berries  of 
the  hawthorn,  the  wild  rose,  and  the  spindle-tree, 
afford  their  brilliant  touches  of  red.  The  twigs  of 
tbe  red  dog-wood,  too,  give  a  richness  amid  the 
general  brown  of  the  other  shrubs.  Ivy  now  casts 
its  leaves. 

The  beUeborus  niger,  or  Christmas  rose,  shows  its 
pretty  flowers  at  this  season^  and,  towards  the  close 
of  the  month. 

The  snowdrop  blooms, 
Ere  winter'fl  wild  storms  are  past, 
Aa  she  shrinks  below 
Her  mantle  of  snow. 
And,  trembling,  shuns  the  blast 

In  mild  seasons,  such  as  that  of  1823-24,.  the 
garden  is  quite  gay  wit^  flowers,  and  carnations; 
roses,  chrysanthemums,  auriculas,  ten-week  stocks, 
dai»es,  mignionette,  marigolds,  sweet  peas,  poly* 
anthuses,  hepaticas,  primroses,  violets,  periwudde, 
hearts'  ease,  and  the  sweet  smelling  wnUl-flower,  may 
be  ^ihered  in  abundance. 

The  Wall  Flower. 

Where  the  wall  flower  lives  on  high 

P'er.the  sculptured  oriel  stone. 
Steals  a  perfume  on  the  sky 

With  the  night  wind's  hollow  moan. 

Thus  'tis  o'er  the  waste  of  years 

Comes  an  undistinguished  throng, 
Ruined  bopes,  and  mingled.tears, 
'  And  gentle  wishes  cberishod  long. 
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Hopes  tfaong^  coined,  lovely  yet ; 

Tean  for  ooe  thoogh  dead  to  me ; 
^ouglits  I  may  not  e'er  forget; 

W^es  that  can  never  be. 

Ask  not  if  tbeyVe  good  or  ill — 

All  are  sad,  yet  pleasing  all ; — 
Nor  bow  many  haunt  me  still^ 

Count  the  rain  drops  as  they  fitU.  . 

li€w  Monthly  Magazine. 

The  weather  in  January  1824  wad  so  mild,  that 
prematnre  Moss&ms  of  fruit  and  otiher  trees  were  met 
with  in  several  places,  and  the  season  of  different 
cnlinary  vegetables  and  flowers  was  prolonged  in  an 
mrasnai  degree.  Late  crops  of  peas  continued  in 
bearing  on  some  dry,  sandy  soils,  till  the  second 
week  of  the  month,  and  cauliflowers  were  cut  in  the 
Qfea  garden.  Myrtles,  acacias,  and  other  hardy 
green-house  plants,  remained  uninjured  in  the  open 
air ;  and  green-houses,  dry-stores,  and  plant-pits, 
had  fires  only  onoe  or  twice  to  dry  up  ttie  damp. — It 
is  also  wortliy  of  remark,  observes  our  inteUigent 
correspondent  from  the  banks  of  the  Severn,  that  the 
last  winter  proved  a  most  complete  refutatioii  (if  such 
a  prQ6f  wer«  needed)  of  the  idea  once  entertained^ 
tbatapboti^  or  iicanty  proportion  of  fruit  on  the 
whUs  fliom  (called  haws)  mtimated  Aiaewne  or  nuld 
season,  being  jbl  /bounfifid  pvcnrimon  fiwiJie  w^ants  of 
titoae  biidfi  that  annually  nugrate  to  ow  island  from 
Severer  T^ioas;  4is  the  crimson  berries  ^f  our 
May-bushes,  though  in  profiision,  remained  ui^uched 
throughout  tiie  winter,  and  perished  from  the  sprays 
by  a  natural  decay,  many  even  remaining  until  me 
ensuing  blossom  was  preparing  to  expand.  The 
flocks  of  field-fares  and  red-wings,  which  commonly 
consume  them,  in  consequence  of  ttie  mildness  of  the 
winter,  remained  almost  entirely  in  the  meadows  and 
low-lands,  feediog  upon  worms  and  insects,  which 
they  always  prefer  to  the  mealy  fruit  of  our  white 
thorn,  and  their  visits  to  our  enclosures  were  only 
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partial  and  transient.  The  field-fare  {turdus  pilaris) 
is,  generally,  a  gregarious  bird;  but  we  observe  every 
year,  that  one  or  two  of  them  separate  from  the  main 
flock,  and  retire  to  lonely  hedge-rows  and  quiet  pas- 
tures, associating  with  the  black-bird  and  the  throstle, 
as  if  they  had  attached  themselves  to  some  female  of 
that  congenerous  race,  and  were  inclined  to  remain 
throughout  the  summer,  lingering  with  them  until  late 
in  the  spring ;  but  at  length  they  take  their  departure 
with  the  last  flight  of  &e  season — they  do  not  ap- 
pear to  be  wounded  or  injured  birds,  and  for  this  rea- 
son to  have  sought  quiet  and  concealment. 

We  cannot  better  conclude  this  month's  Diary  than 
by  drawing  upon  the  stores  of  an  artist,  with  the 
productions  of  whose  palette  our  readers  are  well 
acquainted : — it  is  a '  Winter  Landscape,'  sketch- 
ed, after  Nature,  by  Bernard  Barton,  and  be- 
trays at  once  the  hand  of  the  painter,  the  poet,  and 
the  christian. 

The  flowret's  bloom  is  faded. 

Its  glossy  leaf  grown  sere ; 
The  landscape  round  is  shaded 

By  Winters  frown  austere. 

The  dew,  once  spariding  lightly 
.     On  grass  of  freshest  green, 
In  heavier  drops  unsightly 
.    On  matted  weeds  is  seen* 

No  songs  of  joy  to  gladden 

From  leafy  woods  emerge ; 
But  winds,  in  tones  that  sadden, 

Breathe  Nature's  mournful  dirge. 

All  sights  and  sounds  appealing. 

Through  merely  outward  sense. 
To  joyful  thought  and  feeling 

8eem  now  departed  hence. 

But  not  with  such  is  banished 

The  bliss  that  life  can  lend  ; 
Nor  with  such  things  hath  vanished 

Its  truest,  noblest  end. 

The  toys  that  charm,  and  leave  us, 
Are  fancy's  fleeting  elves ; 
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AU  that  diottld  glad,  or  grieve  us, 
£xiits  within  ourselyea. 

Enjoy ment's  genuine  essence 

Is  virtue's  godlike  dower ; 
Its  most  triumphant  presence 

Illumes  the  darkest  hour  '• 

DESCRIPTION  o/ CULINARY  VEGETABLES. 

Grateful  and  salutary  spring  the  plants 

Which  crown  our  numerous  gardens,  and 

larite  to  health  and  temperance,  in  the  simple  meal, 

UnpoisOned  with  rich  sauces,  to  provoke 

Th*  unwilling  appetite  to  gluttony. 

For  this,  the  bulboui  esculenU  their  roots 

With  sweetness  fill ;  for  this,  with  cooling  juice 

The  0reen  herh  spreads  its  leaves ;  and  opening  budt 

And  fioteers  and  seeds,  with  various  flavours. 

—  DOnSLSY. 

Spread  your  gardens  wide,  and  let  the  cool, 

liie  moist,  relaxing,  vegetable  store 

Prevail  in  each  repast.  asmstrong. 

We  have  already  described  the  principal  British 
Forest  and  Fruit  Trees  (t.  T.  for  1816  and 
1819) ;  and  in  continuation  of  our  plan  we  shall 
now  proceed  to  notice  the  chief  products  of  the 
Kitchen  Garden,  an  interesting  and  useful  branch  of 
horticulture.  The  importance  of  those  vegetables 
which  constitute  so  considerable  a  portion  of  our 
daily  food  is  quite  obvious.  Without  ttiem  we  should 
soon  become  the  victims  of  disease;  and  hence^  a 
knowledge  of  their  respective  properties  and  appear- 
ances>  with  the  best  methods  of  cultivation,  is  indis- 
pensable in  domestic  economy.  Their  great  value 
as  the  preservatives  of  health,  and  as  additions  to 
our  comfort,  may  be  seen  in  the  privations  and 
sufferings  of  our  gaHant  seamen,  who  often  lose 
their  lives  during  long  voyages,  merely  through  the 
want  of  these  salutary  necessaries.  The  above  ob« 
servations  will  suffice  to  intimate  our  object  in  la]ring 

*  See  a  prettily  printed  pocketable  little  volume  just  published  ; 
entitled  *  Poetic  Vi^ls,'  by  BaaMAan  Baiton  (Baldwin^.  We  are 
Pleased  to  find  that  the  j§econd  edition , of  bis  *  Napoleon  and  other 
Poems  has  been  printed  in  an  equally  compamonabU  form. 
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the  following  accoant  before  the  readers  of  this 
annual  publication^  which  is  briefly  to  describe  the 
best  kinds  of  kitchen  garden  produce ;  and  thereby 
to  assist  the  horticulturist  in  growiug  them  under 
his  own  direction. 

AariCHOKB  (cynara  scolymm) — This  plant  is  a 
natiTe  of  die  south  of  Europe,  but  arrives  at  its  great- 
est perfection  in  this  country.  YHien  wild,  it  rises  to 
six  feet  high,  birt  seldom  exceeds  four  feet  when 
cultivated.  It  may  be  easily  known,  as  no  other 
herb  has  double  leaves^  one  belonging  to  its  stalk, 
and  another  to  its  seed  or  fruits  There  are  three  va- 
rieties cultivated,  the  conical,  French  or  oval  ar- 
tichoke, with  a  green  head;  the  globe,  or  largest, 
with  a  dusky,  purplish  head ;  and  the  dwarfish  globe, 
a  prolific  variety  and  valuable,  as  occupying  little 
room  with  its  head.  The  globe  sort  is  generally  pre- 
ferred for  the  main  crop;  but  the  FrencA  is  consi- 
dered 'to  possess  more  flavour,  as  the  flower  heads 
are  cut  off  for  use  when  in  an  immature  state ;  both 
SQTta  continue  producing  them  from  July  to  No- 
Tend>er\  They  are  propagated  from  slips  or  suckers 
taken  from  the  old  roots  in  February,  March,  or  at 
the  beginning  of  April ;  when,  if  planted  in  a  good 
dry  SQiI,  they  will  produce  large  heads  in  the  foUow- 
ing  autunm.  This  vegetable  is  known  by  the  same 
name  in  nearly  all  &e  European  languages.  Ar- 
tichoke bottoms  are  dried  in  the  sun  for  winter  use, 
and  are  esteemed  either  plain,  fricasseed,  fried,  or 
pickled;  but  the  whole  plant,  if  covered  with  sand, 
may  be  preserved  for  a  long  time,  and  the  young 
ones  may  be  pickled  whole.   The  field  mouse  is  very 

>  £oiMfo»>«  EneifeUpadia  of  Gardemmgt  t^imd  edUion,  No.  3919, 3920, 
as  indispeDsable,  and  the  only  complete  guide  to  the  professional  or 
amateur  horticulturist.  It  contains  in  a  comparatiyely  small  com- 
pa8i»  aa  iilimense  mass  of  valuable  information,  gleaned  with  incal- 
culable mduBtry  and  great  judgpnenti  from  every  accessible  source* 
The  whole  work,  indeed,  displays  the  hand  of  a  master  in  this  fas. 
dnating  art;  and  the  author  evinces,  in  every  page,  a  perfect  ac- 
quaintance with  the  subject  on  which,  he  writes. 
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partial  to  the  roots  of  this  plant ;  bat  as  the  animal 
prefers  the  beet  roots^  it  is  recommended  by 
Mr.  Phillips'  to  plant  tiiem  round  the  artichokes, 
which  he  will  not  tonch  while  any  beet  remains. 
Artichokes  are  generally  boiled  in  water,  though  i 
gourmands  think  them  *much  preferable'  boiled  in 
oil  or  butter ! 

The    elegant   and   facetious    author  of  Tahella  \ 
Cibaria^,  or  the  '  Bill  of  Fare',  observes,  that  the 
artichoke  is  really  a  thistle,  which  by  cultivation 
has  acquired  first  rate  qualities.    The  bottom  of  a 
good  artichoke  (he  says)  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
best  substances  which  the  kitchen  garden  can  offer 
to  the  table  of  its  master.    The  culinary  art  pos- 
sessed itself  of  this  valuable  article,  and  admits  it   j 
either   fresh  or   preserved   in   fricassees,   ragouts,    | 
pies,  &c.  vdth  eminent  success.     The  fruit,  if  we 
may  call  it  so,  grows  at  the  top  of  the  stem.    Each 
branch  has  also  its  own  fruit,  but  being  secondary, 
it  is  smaller.      Eaten  raw  at  breakfast  in  foreign 
countries  with  pepper  and  salt,  under  the  name  of 
'  Artichauds  A  la  poivrade/  it  gives  an  uncommon 
relish  to  a  glass  of '  champagne',  and  exhilarates  the 
mind  for  the  rest  of  the  day.    This  regimen,  we  are 
convinced,  would  not  prove  wholesome  in  this  la- 
titude.   It  appeairs  that  the  Venetians  were  indebted 
to  the  French  for  this  excellent  vegetable  in  the 
year  1473.     Theophrastus  knew  and  described  it 
under  the  name  of  Carduus  Esculentus,  the  esculent 
thistle.    It  is  of  a  heating  nature,  as  appears  by  the 
name  artichoke,  which  may  be  resolved  into  arhc^ 
limbs,  and  calidus  warm;  as  if  warming  the  limbs 
of  the  body.     The  cultivation  of  it  originated  in 
■ •^ '  I 

*  See  his  'History  of  Cultivated  Vegetables,'  vol.  i,  p.  25,  second       ' 
edition i  an  exceedingly  useful  and  pleasant  book  on  this  subject:       | 
the  same  author  has  also  published  a   'Pomorivm,  or  Account  of 
Fruit  Trees  ;*— *  Sylva  Floriferai  or  the  Shrubbery ;'— and '  JF7orai7t>- 
tortca,  or  the  Three  Seasons  of  the  British  Flower  Garden.' 

*  The  Abhi  Mc  Sicin,  of  whom  a  biographical  sketch  will  be  found - 
in  our  last  volume,  pp.  189, 190. 
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Cynara,  an  island  of  th^  Archipelago^  to  which  it 
pA>bably  gaye^  or  from  it  may  have  received^  its  .ge- 
neric name. 

The  Jerusalem  artichoke  is  merely  a  species  of 
helianthus  or  sun-flower^  and  was  much  esteemed 
before  the  potatoe  was  known;  it  is  now^  com* 
paratively,  of  little  value;  its  roots,  however,  are 
occasionally  eaten  boiled,  mashed  with  butter,  or 
baked  in  pies.  When  set  in  rows  from  east  to  west, 
this  plant  aflfords  a  useful  shade  to  such /culinary 
v^etables  as  rehire  it  in  the  midsummer  months. 
The  season  for  plwating  is  from  February  to 
April* 

Asparagus  {asparagus  (#cimifi5).— This  plant  in 
its  native  state  is  of  so  diminutive  an  appearance, 
that  few  persons  would  consider  it  of  the  same 
species  as  the  cultivated  asparagus;  it  is,  generally, 
found  in  stony  or  gravelly  situations  near  the  sea. 
Asparagus  is  very  extensively  cultivated  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  London,  partieulai^  in>  the  parishes  of 
Mordake-  and  Deptlord;  and  the  greenstalls  of  the 
metropolis  are  heaped  with  it  for  nearly  three  months 
in  the  year.  It  should  be  propagated  by  seeds  sown 
broad  cast  on  a  level  bed  of  good  rich  earth  at  the 
beginning  of  March.  A  very  prevalent  error  is>  that 
many  people  will  not  dung  their  asparagus  beds, 
because  they  think  the  dung  communicates  a  strong 
rank  taste  to  the  asps^'agus.  This  is  a  great  mis- 
take, for  the  sweetest  grows  upon  the  richest  ground, 
the  rank  taste  complained  of  being  produced  solely 
by  ibt  poverty  of  the  soiL  The  best  ground  for 
planting  asparagus,  to  have  large  i4H)ts  for  hot  bede^ 
is  a  moisti  rich  soil;  but  for  those  intended  for  a 
natural  produce,  a  middling  soil,  neither  very  wet 
nor  very  dry;  or  a  well  dunged  sandy  loam  should 
be  preferred.  Mr.  PhiUips  directs  that  males  only 
should  be  selected  for  new  beds;  which  may  be  dcMie 
by  suffering  jihem  to  flower  before  they  are  removed 
from  the  seed  beds.    When  the  plants  are  a  year 
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old,  they  may  be  transplanted,  a  few  inches  apart, 
into  fresh  beds.  In  these  beds  they  will  most  of 
them  flower  during  the  second  year,  which  will 
afford  an  opportunity  for  separating  the  males,  either 
by  marks,  or  by  pulling  up  the  females.  This  ve- 
getable may  now  be  obtained  all  the  year  round ;  as 
the  same  plants  will  yield  two  crops  by  proper  treat- 
ment. At  the  end  of  July,  cut  down  the  stalks,  and 
fork  up  and  rake  the  beds,  especially  in  wet  weather? 
in  dry,  water  them  with  dimghill  drainings,  and 
shape  the  beds  so  as  to  retain  the  moisture.  In 
about,  a  fortnight  the  fresh  plants  will  make  their  ap- 
pearance, and  piust  be  watered  at  least  twice  a  week 
in.  dry  seasons.  This  plan  will  afford  asparagus  till 
])Iichaelmas,  and  then  the  hot  beds  will  supply  it  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year.  It  is  said  that  cutting 
twice  a  year  will  exhaust  the  beds,  which  can  only 
be  remedied  by  preparing  others. 

This  vegetable  improves  the  appetite,  but  it  is  not 
esteemed  nourishing.  There  seems  to  be  reason  to 
believe  that  it  has  a  favourable  operation  upon  the 
organs  of  digestion;  and,  as  it  generally  gratifies  the 
palate,  it  may  be  very  serviceable  as  a  part  of 
the  diet  of  valetudinarians.  It  is  of  so  tender  a 
contexture,  that  a  very  few  minutes  of  boiling  ren- 
der it  perfectly  eatable,  particularly  when  just  cut 
and  brought  from  the  garden.  Asparagus  was  a 
favourite  with  the  Romans,  and  they  seem  to  have 
possessed  a  very  strong-growing  variety;  as  Pliny 
mentions,  that,  about  Ravenna,  three  shoots  would 
weigh  a  pound.  To  express  that  a  thing  was  to  be 
done  quickly,  the  Romans  used  this  saying :  Ve- 
locitis  qmm  asparagi  caquuntur;  Quicker  tfian  aspa- 
ragus is  boiled. — Some  amusing  anecdotes  relative 
to  asparagus  are  narrated  in  the  TabeUa  Cibaria, 
pp.  78-81. ;  but  as  they  have  been  lately  copied  into 
the  newspapers,  we  f6rbear  to  repeat  them. 

[  To  be  continued.] 
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SOME  etymologists  derive  Febru8y7  from  Feftma, 
an  epithet  given  to  Jauo^  as  the  goddess  of  purifica- 
tion ;  while  others  attribute  the  origin  of  the  name 
to  Februa,  a  feast  held  by  the  Romans  in  this  months 
in  behalf  of  the  manes  of  the  deceased. — *  Now,  the 
Christmas  holidays  are  over,  and  all  the  snow  in 
Russia  could  not  make  the  first  Monday  in  this 
month  look  any  other  than  black  in  the  home-loving 
eyes  of  little  school-boys ;  and  the  streets  of  London 
are  once  more  evacuated  of  happy  wondering  faces^ 
that  look  any  way  but  straight  before  them ;  and  sobs 
are  heard  and  sorrowful  faces  are  seen  to  issue  from 
sundry  post-chaises  that  carry  sixteen  inside,  in- 
cluding cakes  and  boxes ;  and  theatres  are  no  longer 
conscious  of  unconscious  eclats  de  rire,  but  the 
whole  audience  is  like  Mr.  Wordsworth's  cloud, 
"  which  moveth  altogether,  if  it  move  at  all." — En 
.revanche, — Now  newspaper  editors  begin  to  think  of 
disporting  themselves ;  for  the  great  national  school 
for  "  children  of  a  larger  growth"  is  met  in  Saint  Ste- 
phen's Chapel, "  for  the  despatch  of  business"  and  of 
time,  and  consequently  newspapers  have  become  a 
nonentity,  and  those  writers  who  sign  themselves 
^  constant  readers"  find  their  occupation  gone.— Now^ 
the  stones  of  Bond-street  dance  Tor  joy,  while  they 
"  prate  of  the  whereabout"  of  innumerable  wheels ; 
wMch  latter  are  so  happy  to  meet  again  after  a  long 
absence,  that  they  rush  into  each  other's  ^mbraces-^ 
*'  wheel  within  wheel" — and  there's  no  getting  them 
asunder.  Now,  the  Italian  opera  is  open,  and  the 
bouse  is  full ;  but  if  asked  on  the  subject,  you  may 
safely  say  that  "  nobody  was  there ;" — ^for  the  opera- 
hats  that  you  meet  with  in' the  pit  evidently  indicate 
that  the  wearers  appertain  to  certain  counters  and 
counting  houses  in  the  city,  or  serve  those  that  do* — 
having  f*  received  orders"  for  the  opera  in  the  way  of 
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their  business. — Now^  a  sudden  thaw  after  a  week's 
frost  puts  the  pedestrians  of  Cheapside  into  a  pretty 
pickle. — The  trottoir  of  Saint  James's-street  begins 
to  know  itself  again  y  the  steps  t>f  Raggett's  are 
proud  of  being  pressed  by  right*honourable  feet; 
and  the  dandies'  wafch'tower  is  once  more  peopled 
with  playful  peers  peering  after  beautiful  ladies  in 
furred  pelisses. — Now,  on  fine  Sundays,  the  citizens 
and  their  wives  begin  to  hie  them  to  Hyde  Park,  and 
having  attained  Wellington-walk,  fancy  that  there  is 
not  more  than  two  pins  to  choose  between  them  and 
their  betters  on  the  other  side  the  rail;  while  these 
latter, — having  come  abroad  to  take  the  air  (of  the 
insides  of  their  carriages)  and  kill  the  time  and  cure 
Hie  vapours, — permit  inquisitive  equestrians  to  gaze 
at  them  through  plate-glass,  and  fancy,  not  witibout 
reason,  that  they  look  like  flowers  seen  through  flow- 
ing water:  Lady  O ,  for  example,  like  an  over- 
blown nose ;  Lady  H Kke  a  painted  lady-pea  i 

the  Countess  of  B like  a  newly-opened  apple- 

blpssom ;  and  her  demure-looking  little  sister  beside 
her  like  a  primrose'-^The  Months,  No.  II,  before 
quoted. 

'        ,      "  In  FEBRUARY  1825. 

*1.  1824. — REV.  JOHN    ^EMPRIERJB,  d;d.   DIED, 

;' Author  of  the  '  Classical  Dictionary,'  in  4to  and 
8iK>;  the  /  Universal  Biography/  in  4to  and  8vo; 
«nd^e  fimt  volume  of  ^a  translation  of  Herodotus^ 
tiie  continuiition  of  which  was  suspended  on  account 
of  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Beloe's  dkgantand  faith- 
fal>tranfilati«>n. 

2.*^FU»IFi0ATI0N  OP  THE   VIRGIN   MARY. 

.  'This  fi»3tvral  is  of  high  antiqmty,  and  the  antieat 
christians  observed  it  by  using  a  great  number  of 
lii^ts ;  in  remembrance,  as  it  is  supposed,  of  our 
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hiessed  Saviour's  being  det^lared  by  Simeon  to  be  a 
light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles ;  hence  the  name  6f  Can- 
dlemas-day.— A  pleasing  illustration  of  this  day,  be- 
ing an  account  of  the  Rosario  del  Aurora,  wifli  sotne 
poetical  translations  from  the  Spanish,  will  be  found 
in  oar  last  Tolume,  pp.  41-43. 

'  8. — SA.1NT   BLASE. 

He  was  Bishop  of  Sebaste  in  Armenia,  and  suffer- 
ed martyrdom  in  316,  under  the  persecution  of  Idci- 
oius,  by  command  of  Agricolaus,  govemor  of  Cap- 
padocia  and  the  Lesser  Armenia.— Saint  Blase  is 
the  patron  saint  of  the  woolcombers,  and  some  ac- 
count of  the  processions  made  on  this  day  will  be 
found  in  our  former  volumes.  In  Mr.  Malcotan'B 
''  Anecdotes  of  the  Manners  and  Customs  of  London 
daring  the  Eighteenth  Century'  (vol.  i,  p.  288),  it  is 
related,  that  on  the  anniversary  of  the  Queen's  Birth* 
day  (March  3,  1730),  one  hundred  woolcombers  as- 
sembled, with  their  shirts  over  their  clothes,  and  va- 
rious coloured  woollen  caps  on  their  heads,  in  Bi- 
shopsgate,  whence  they  went  in  procession  to  St* 
Jameses  Palace,  preceded  by  the  steward  of  their 
company,  and  a  person  on  horseback  representing 
Bishop  Blasb^  in  wigs  of  wool,  neatly  curled ;  the 
bishop  carried  a  woolcomb  in  one  hand^  and  a 
prayer-book  in  the  other.  They  arranged,  them- 
selves in  the  park  facing  the  palace,  and  their 
leader  addressed  the  king  and  queen,  who  appeared 
at  a  window,  thanking  bis  majesty  for  the  encourage- 
ment they  had  received,  and  entreating  his  future 
protection. 

The  order  of  St.  Blase  and  the  Virgin  Mary  was 
ecclesiastical  us  well  as  military;  and  it  took  place 
soon  after  that  of  the  Knights  Templars.  The  badge 
of  the  order  was  a  riedcross,  and  in  the  centre  was  a 
medallion  with  the  image  of  St.  Blase  enamelled. 
When  the  knights  of  this  order  assembled  in  chap- 
ter, or  set  out  on  m^  military  expedition,  they  wore 
D  2 
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on  their  breast  the  sane  badge  ^nbroidered  on  a 
white  habit*       ;      .        ^ 

*>-  ^.-^SAINT  AGATHA. 

She  suffered  martyrdom  nnder  Decius^  in  the  year 
351.-^See  an  account  of  Ae  fdte  of  St.  Agatha^  in 
Sicily,  in  T.  T.  for  1828,  p.  37. 

6. — 8EXA6BSIMA    SUNDAY.      Se€  SBPTVAGESTMA^ 

p.  18. 

i      '       *56i  1684. — KING  CHARlffiS  U  'DISB. 

« <  fiee  <  Jfr.  Em's^  Ofiginai  and  Royal  Liters  fircm 
Av/l0frapks  m  the  BrUish  MkuemC  (^ol.  Mi,  p.  338), 
foff  an  interesting  letter  describing  the  last  moraenl» 
of  King  C^afles  li,  which  differs  materially,  in  some 
points^  fi?om  the  account  of  tbat€¥entdescribed  by 
Bishop  Burnet.  We  regret  that  want  of  space  pre- 
▼ei^  us  from  transferring  it  to  our  pages. 

13. — QUINQUAGESIMA  SUNDAY.  jSeeSEPTUAGESiM A^ 

p.  18, 

14. — SAINT    VALENTINE. 

Valentine  was  an  antient  presbyter  of  the  church : 
after  a  year's  imprisonment  at  Rome,  he  was  beaten 
with  clubs,  and  then  beheaded,  in  the  Via  Flaminia, 
about  the  year  270,  under  Claudius  II.  "The  modem 
celebration  of  this  day  is  well  known:  see  our  for- 
mer volumes^  particularly  T.  T.  for  1823,  pp.  41-43, 
where  some  *  elegant  Valentines'  are  given :  we  now 
add 

The  Talentine  Wreath.  By  Mr*  Montgomery. 

Eo^  red  the  hills  appear 

Widi  the  light  of  morning, 

Beauteous  elouds,  in  tether  clear, 

AH  the  East  adorning ; 

White  tibrough mist  the  meadows  &aa»i 

Wake,  my  L«oye,niy  Valentine! 

For  thy  looks  of  rayen  hue/ 
flowers  of  hoar  frost  pearly. 
Crocus-cups  of  gold  and  btuei  ^ 
Snow-drops  drooping  c^y, 
With  Mezereon  Bprigs  combine  t 
Rise,  my  Loye,  my  Y^lealine ! 
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CKer  the  margiii  of  the  floods 
Pkiok  the  daisy  peeping ; 
Through  the  oovert  of  the  wood^ 
fiunt  the'  sorrel  creeping ; 
With  the  little  Celandine, 
Crown,  407  hove,  my  Valentine. 

Pansiesyon  their  lowly  stems, 
Scattered  o*er  the  fallows ; 
HazeUbuds  with  crinison  gems, 
Green  and  glossy  sallows, 
Tufted  moss  and  ivy-twine. 
Deck,  my  Love,  my  Valentine. 

Few  and  simple  flowerets  these ; 
Yet  to  me  less  glorious 
Oarden-heds  and  orchard-trees! 
Since  this  wreath  victorious 
Binds  you  now  for  ever  mine, 
O  my  Love,  my  Valentine. 

Now  (says  an  elegant  modem  writer^  wbile  de*' 
scriiring  February  in  London)  the  fashionable  shops 
are  shorn  of  their  heams^  and  none  can  show  wares 
fliat  are  strictly  in  season^  except  the  stationer's* 
Bat  his,  which  for  all  the  rest  of  the  year  is  dullest 
of  die  dtril^  is  now^  for  the  first  fourteen  davs^  gayest 
of  liie  gay — for  liere  the  poetry  of  love  and  the  love 
of  Jifoetryare  displayed  under  all  possible  and  impos- 
sible forms  and  metaphors^ — ^from  little  cupids  creep- 
ing out  of  cabbage  roses,  to  large  overgrown  hearts 
stuffed  with  double-beaded  arrows,  and  uttering  pite- 
ous complaints  in  verse  while  they  fry  in  their  own 
flames.  On  good  Saint  Valentine's  eve,  all  the  rising 
generation  olf  this  metropolis,  who  feel  lliat  they  have 
reached  the  age  of  indiscretion,  think  it  full  time  for 
them  to  fall  in  love>  or  be  fallen  in  love  with.  Ac- 
cordingly, infinite  are  the  crow-quills  that  move 
miucingly  between  embossed  margins. 

And  these  rhyme  no^  who  never  rhymed  before. 
And  those  who  always  rhymed  now  rhyme  the  more. 

*14. 1823.— MARGARET  EGLANTINE  PEARSON  DIED. 

Her  works  in  Stained  Glass  will  long  remain  as 
9plendid  memorials  of  her  genius  and  indefatigable 
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industry.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  celebrated 
PatersoQ  the  book  auctioneer,  and  at  an  early  age 
married  Mr.  James  Pearson,  the  first  glass-sUtiner 
this  or  any  other  country  ever  produced:  from  hinn 
she  imbibed  a  passion  for  the  art,  which  expired  onljr 
with  her  life.  She  executed  two  sets  of  the  '  Car- 
toons of  Raphael/  one  of  which  was  purchsised  by 
Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner,  for  <£1500— the  other  is 
in  the  possession  of  her  husband.  Every  effort  of 
her  pencil  was  vitrified,  by  which  process  the  co- 
lours became  a  part,  of  the  glass ;  and  her  paint- 
ings are,  at  this  moment,  as  brilliant  as  when  they 
first  issued  from  the  furnace,  and  will  shine  with  un- 
diminished lustre  for  years  to  come. 

15. — SHROVE   TUBSDAV. 

The  Scottish  designation  of  Hiis  day,  Fa$tems^ 
e'en  (called  also  Fastens  e'en  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land and  Border),  is  much  more  antient  than  the  Eng- 
lish. Shrove  Tuesday  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
Anglo-Saxon;  nor  does  it  appear  that  there  is  any 
particular  name  for  this  day  in  that  language.  The 
Scottish  language  retains  not  only  Fas^ern«-e'en,  bat 
YuU-e'en,  and  Hallow-e'en.  They  were  thus  de- 
signed, because  all  the  feasts  commenced  and  ended 
with  the  evening.  The  northern  nations,  even  in  the 
time  of  Tacitus,  began  their  computation  of  the  day 
in  this  manner;  this,  indeed,  was  the  original  mode. 
*  The  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  first  ^ay/. 
We  have  a  remnant  of  the  same  antient  customs  in 
the  English  words  se'ennighi  and  fortnight,  instead  . 
of  seven  or  fourteen  days.  , 

The  barbarous  amusement  of  cock-fighting,  the 
pastime  of  cowards  and  the  disgrace  of  modem  times^ 
was  permitted  iasome  schools  in  Scotland,  on  Fotf- 
tems-e'en,  not  very  many  years  ago !  ^ 

16. — ASH   WEDNESDAY. 

"  To  the  36  fasting  days  of  the  Old  Lent,  Gregory 
added  four  days  more,  to  render  it  equal  to  the  time. 
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of  our  SaTiom^ft  lasting,  oausiiig  it  to  begin  on  A$h> 
fFednesdafff  three  days  after  Qumquage$ima ;  and 
tbos  it  has  renttdned  ever  since.  Lent  is  not  of  apos- 
tolic institution,  nor  was  it  known  in  tiie  earlier  ages 
of  the  Christian  chnrch.  —For  an  account  of  the 
three  last  days  of  the  Carnival  in  Spain,  see  oar  last 
volome,  p.  68. 

*17.  1824. — STATIRA,    A    BLACK    WOMAN,   DIED, 
.ET.  134! 

She  was  a  slave  at  Antigua,  and  was  hired  as  a 
day-labourer  during  the  building  of  the  gaol,  and 
was  present  at  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  comer- 
stone,  which  took  place  116  years  ago. 

*22.  1824.— -JOHN   DAVY,   MUSICAL  COMPOSER, 
DIED, 

In  penury,  'without  a  friend  to  close  his  eyes.' — 
Many  of  his  pieces  will  never  cease  to  be  recollected 
and  admired,  particularly  his  'Just  like  Love'-:7 
'  May  we  ne'er  want  a  Friend' — *  The  Death  of  the 
Smuggler,' — and  *  The  Bay  of  Biscay :'  he  also  wrote 
sevend  Operas;  the  latent  were  'Rob  Roy  Mac- 
gregor,'  and  'Woman's  Will.' 

23,25,26. — EMBER   DAYS. 

There  are/otir  Ember  Weeks  in  the  year,  namely, 
after  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent,  after  the  feast  of  Pen- 
tecost, after  the  14th  of  September,  and  after  (he 
13th  of  December.  It  is  enjoined  by  a  canon  of  the 
church,  ^  that  Deacons  and  Ministers  be  ordained^ 
or  made,  but  only  on  the  Sundays  immediately  fol- 
lowing these  Ember  feasts.' 

,  24.— SAINT  MATTHIAS. 

It  appears  from  the  qualification  required  by 
St.  Peter,  tiiat  Matthias  had  been  a  continual  at* 
tendant  on  our  Saviour  daring  the  whole  of  his  mi- 
nistry, from  his  baptism  by  John  till  his  assumption 
into  heaven.    He  was  probably  one  of  the  seventy 
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disciples,  and  had  been  a  witness  of  Chrisf  s  resar- 
Tection,  and  of  the  most  considerable  passages  of  his 
Ufe :  so  that  he  was  as  well  able  as  the  other  AposUes 
to  proclaim  abroad  the  matters  of  fact,  which  Con- 
cerned the  new  religion.  St.  Matthias  continaed  at 
Jerusalem  till  the  powers  of  the  Holy  Ghost  were 
conferred  on  the  Apostles,  to  enable  them  to  dis- 
charge their  difficult  employment;  and  then  he  is 
thought  '  to  have  made  the  first  fruits  of  his  ministry 
in  Judaea  with  great  success/  Tradition  aiBrms, 
that  he  afterward  travelled  into  the  rude  countries  of 
the  east,  where  he  was  treated  with  great  inhumanity 
by  barbarous  people;  and,  having  converted  num- 
bers to  Christianity,  he  at  last  obtained  the  crown. of 
martyrdom.  '  An  old  martyrology  reports  him  to 
have  been  first  stoned  for  blasphemy,  and  then  be- 
headed ;  but  a  hymn  in  the  Greek  offices,  quoted  by 
'Dr.  Cave,  and  seconded  by  several '  antient  Bre- 
viaries, intimates,  that  the  mode  of  his  death  was 
crucifixion. — Protestant  Beadsman,  p.  18. 

^stronomtcal  4ktmttntt6 

In  FEBRUARY  1825. 

How  formidable  is  the  aspect  of  the  heavens,  when 
they  appear  covered  with  clouds  and  storms !  But, 
what  majesty,  what  beauty,  what  simplicity  in  the 
colour  of  the  sky,  when  the  weather  is  fair  I  The 
apartments  of  kings,  decorated  with  the  pencil  of  the 
most  eminent  painter,  are  nothing  in  comparison  with 
the  megestic  simplicity  of  the  celestial  arch.  When 
tihie  eye  has  for  a  long  time  contemplated  terrestrial 
beauties,  it  gets  tired;  but  the  more  we  behold  the 
celestial  azure,  the  more  charms  and  beauties  we 
discover.  Tet  who  that  views  this  goodly  scene 
independently  of  Revelation,  might  not  adopt  the 
poet  s  language,  and  with  his  feeling  exclaim. 
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Between  two  worlds  life  hoTors  like  a  Mar, 
Twixt  night  and  moni,  upon  the  horizon^s  verge: 

How  little  do  we  know  that  which  we  are ! 
How  less  what  we  may  be !    The  eternal  surge 

Of  tide  and  time  rolls  on,  and  bears  afar 
Our  bubbles;  as  the  old  burst,  new  emerge. 

Lashed  from  the  foam  of  ages ;  while  the  graves 

Of  empires  heave  but  like  some  passing  waves. 

BYRON. 

Solar  Phenomena. 

The  Sun  enters  Pisces  at  7m.  past  9  in  the  even- 
ing of  this  month;  and  he  rises  and  sets  during  the 
same  period,  as  in  the  following 

TABLE 

Of  the  Sun's  Rising  and  Setting  for  every  fifth  Day. 

February  1st,  Sun  rises,  27  m.  after  7.      Sets  33  m.  after  4 

6th,    18  7  42  4 

11th,   9  7  61 4 

16th,   0  7  0  4 

21st,    51  6 9  5 

26th,   41  6  19 5 

Equation  of  Time. 
In  the  common  occurrences  of  life  it  is  frequently 
necessary  to  convert  time,  as  shown  by  a  good  sun- 
dial, to'  that  which  ought  to  be  indicated  at  the  same 
moment  by  a  well  regulated  clock ;  to  accomplish 
which  the  numbers  in  the  following  table  must  be 
employed,  viz. : 

TABLE 

Of  the  Equation  of  Time  for  every  fifth  Day. 

m.    g. 

Tuesday,     Feb.     1st,  to  the  time  by  the  dial  add  13  58 

Sunday, 6th,     i. 14  27 

Friday, Uth,     ;..... 14  35 

Wednesday,..  16th,     14  25 

Monday, 21st,     13  57 

Saturday,  ....26th,     13  13 

Lunar  Phenomena. 
Phases  of  the  Moon.   . 

Full  Moon,  ..   dd  day,  at  15  m.  after    11  in  the  morning 

,  Last  Quarter,  10th 56  1 

New  Moon, . .  17th  ......     5  10  in  the  eviening 

First  Quarter,  26th  ......  42 1  in  the  morning. 
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Moon's  Passage  over  the  Meridian. 
We  select  the  following  transits  of  the  Moon  as 
affording  the  best  opportunity  of  observing  her  in 
that  position  during  this  months  viz. : 

February  lUh,  at  41  m.  after  6  in  the  morning 

12th,  ..  85  7 

13th,  ..  28  8 

14th,  ..  19    9 

23d,    «.  48  3  in  the  afternoon 

24th,  ..^6  4 

25th,  ..  27  5 

26th,  • .  21  6  in  the  evening 

27th,  ..  17  ......  7  

28th,  ..  14  8 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  for  every  fifth  Day. 
The  Tide  will  be  at  its  height  at  London  Bridge 
at  the  following  times^  and  the  time  for  any  interme- 
diate days  may  be  found  nearly  by  proportion.  The 
time  for  other  places  may  also  be  obtained  as  inserted 
undej  the  head  of  last  month. 

TABLE. 
Morning.  Afternoon. 

February    1st,  at    Om.  after-  0 80m.  after  0 

6th,  ..  56  ....*.      3. 15 4 

11th,  ..    3 8 39 8 

16th,  ..  52 0 17  i.....     I 

2l9t,  ..  48 3   1 3 

26th,  ..  10 7 40 7 

Phenomena  Planetarum. 

Phases  of  Venus. 

Hiis  beautiful  planet  now  begins  to  shine  with 
great  lustre  on  a  cleeLr  evening,  and'  the  proportions 
of  ter  illuminated  and  dark  phases  are  as  follow : 

«»!>•». .»r  lot.   f  Illuminated  part  5=  8 10288  < 
February  Ist,  |  ^^^^  ^^^^    f^      ^  ^.^^^ 

Eclipses  of  Jupiter's  Satellites. 

The  following  eclipses  of  the  first  and  second  of 
these  Satellites  will  be  visible  this  month ;  and  our 
young  readers  may  be  reminded  that  the  times  speci- 
fied in  the  following  Table  are  recorded  in  mean 
^tme,  answering  to  the  Royal  Obs^ratorf,  Green- 
wich. 
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Emersions. 

First  Satellite,  3d  day,  at  3  m.  fiOs.  after 

out    •■•■••   jSj     •  •     ««    •  •  •  •••  •  a 

9th 57  ..  53 

15th 23  ..  33 

16th 52  ..    5 

24th 46  ..  24 

25th..----  15  ..     1 

7  in  the  evening 

2  in  the  morning 
,    8  intheevening 

4  in  the  morning 

10  in  the  evening 

0  in  the  morning 

7  in  the  evening 

3  in  the  morning 
7  in  the  evening 
9 

Second  Satellite,  Sth  . . 

....26  ..•  14 

I8th.. 

25th.. 

....58  ..  49 

Canjunciian  of  the  Moon  with  the  Planets  and  Stars. 

February  10th  with  9  in  Scorpio  0  m.  after  6  in  the  evening 
14th  ....  6.  Sidus  at  0                1  in  the  afternoon 
15th  ....  Mercury      0  4.. • 

Mercury  will  attain  his  greatest  elongation  on  Che 
10th ;  and  Satam  will  be  in  qua4ratare  at  half  pcust  2 
in  the  mohiing  of  the  20th.  llie  other  phenomena  of 
this  month  are  less  remarkable. 


The  foljowiiig  reflections  are  not  inapplicable  to 
many  of  the  moonlight  nights  of  this  month. 

Reflections  on  a  Moonlight  Night. 
Tis  night— thd  beams  of  parting  day 
Have  long  since  shed  their  latest  ray 

Among  the  shades  of  even ; 
Yet  still  a  gleam  of  western  light 
Defrauds  the  lovely  queen  of  night 
Of  half  her  rightful  heaven. 

,  Yet,  as  unconscious  of  the  sight. 
She  sheds  a  mild  unchanging  light 

Upon  this  chequered  scene ; 
Though  clouds  obscure  her  radiant  crest, 
And  roll  their  billows  o'er  her  breast, 

Her  orb  is  still  serene*  ^ 

So  may  I  smile  on  others'  joy. 
Nor  let  their  happiness  alloy 

My  share  of  earthly  bliss; 
Bat  may  sweet  friendship's  smile  serene 
Shed  its  mild  sunshine  o'er  each  scene 

Of  earthly  happiness. 
B 
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And,  when  clouds  flit  o'er  life's  rough  main, 
May  I  as  soon  emerge  again 

To  calm  serenity ; 
The  passing  storms  we  meet  below 
Will  lend  that  breast  a  brighter  glow 

Whose  rest  is  in  the  sky ! 

Select  Magazine. 

CJe  ilaturalifif SI  Mm 

For  TEBKUARY  1825. 
As  birds  flymg  he  scattereth  the  snow  ;  and  thefaU&ng  down  thereof 
is  as  the  lighting  of  grasshoppers :  the  eye  ttMrvelleth  at  the  beauty 
of  the  whiteness  thereof;  and  the  heart  is  astonished  at  the  raininff 
of  it.  The  hoar  frost  also  as  salt,  he  poureth  upon  the  earth ;  it  lieth 
on  the  top  of  sharp  stakes.  When  the  cold  north  wind  bloweth, 
and  the  water  is  congecded  into  ice,  it  ahideth  upon  every  gathering 
together  of  water,  and  clotheth  the  water  as  with  a  br east-plate. -r- 
£cctEsiASTicus,ehap.  xliiiy  V.  17-20. 

This  beautifiil  description  of  the  *  magnificence  of 
winter'  is  not  often  realised^  for  any  length  of  time, 
in  our  changeable  climate;  it  is  more  applicable, 
however,  to  Febraary,  than  to  any  other  month  in 
the  year :  a  hoar  frost  seldom  sets  in  till  the  middle 
or  latter  end  of  January,  and  in  this  case  it  gene- 
rally continnes  for  six  or  seven  weeks.  There  are 
few  persons,  we  hope,  who  are  insensible  to  the 
*  beauties  of  winter:'  5ie  phenomenon  of  hoar-frost, 
the  curious  figures  of  snow,  as  seen  by  the  magnify- 
ing glass,  the  pendent  icicles,  the  never-ending  forms 
assumed  by  the  frozen  vapour  on  our  windows,  and 
all  the  other  countless  wpnders  of  this  season,  cannot 
fail  to  interest  and  instruct  the  least  observant  spec- 
tator of  the  'fairy  frost-work'  of  Nature.  But  it  is 
not  the  day  alone  which  spreads  before  us  these  at- 
tractive objects  for  our  consideration;— what  can  be 
more  delightful  than 

A  Serene  Winter's  Night. 
How  beautiful  this  night !— the  balmiest  sigh 
Which  vernal  zephyrs  brpathe  in  evening's  ear 
Were  discord  to  the  speaking  quietude 
That  wraps  this  moveless  sceu^.    Heaven's  ebon  vault, 
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Studded  with  stars  unutterably  bright. 
Through  which  the  Moon's  unclouded  grandeur  rolls, 
Seems  like  a  canopy  which  Love  had  spread 
To  curtain  her  sleeping  world.    Yon  gentle  hills 
Robed  in  a  garment  of  untrodden  snow, 
Yon  darksome  waits,  whence  icicles  depend 
So  stainless,  that  their  white  and  glittering  spears 
Unge  not  the  Moon's  pure  beam ;  yon  castled  steep, 
Whose  banner  hangeth  o'er  thek  time-worn  tower 
So  idly,  that  wrapt  fancy  deemeUi  it 
A  ^metaphor  of  Peace — all  form  a  scene 
Where  musing  Solitude  might  love  to  lift 
Her  soul  above  this  sphere  of  earthliness ; 
Where  Silence  undisturbed  might  watch  alone, 
So  cold,  so  bright,  so  still ! 

Although  February  occasionally  shower  down  its 
snows^,  and  give  out  ^ a  damp  and  clinging' or  a  'bit- 
ter, eager  aikl  shrewd  air,'  Uiis  month  can  boast  of 
its  days  of  soft  air  and  sunshine  and  unbroken  blue 
sky/  transporting  us  iiito  the  very  heart  of  May,  and 
cattfiing  us  to  look  about  and  wonder  what  is  become 
of  the  green  leaves  and  the  flowers!  Yet  some  of 
tkeu  even  were  to  be  seen  in  February  1824,-^as 
meeereiHis,  "pyrus  japonica,  Bengal  roses,  stocks, 
wall-flowers,  &c.  Bees  also  were  tempted  by  the 
wannth  tc  leave  their  hives.  The  mild  weather, 
however,  did  not  continue  so  long  as  prematurely  to 
excite  vegetation,  and  call  forth  buds  and  blossoms 
to  be  destroyed  by  April  frosts. 
About^die  beginning  of  the  month,  the  woodlark, 

«  llie  Snowy  Evb. 

'Tis  night,  and  Darkness  o'er  the  land  and  sea 
Outstretches  gloomily  her  ebon  wings ; 
Downward,  with  biting  breath,  the  tempest  flings 

The  whirling  snow-flake,  dancing  giddily.  . 
What  is  my  thought  ?•— the  traveller  on  the  moor. 

Benighted,  lonely,  urging  on  his  steed. 

Where  all  is  solitude,  and  none  to  heed. 
What  is  my  thought  ?-«the  ocean's  awful  roar  , 

Recals  the  wandering  mariner,  afar 
Upon  the  rayless  deep,  whose  flashing  gun. 
The  signal  of  distress,  is  heard  hy  none, 

Save  Him,  who  placed  in  heaven  the  evening  sur. 
What  is  my  thought  ?— that  feeling  is  distress. 
And  human  life  a  wintry  wilderness. 

D.  M.   MOIR. 
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one  of  oar  earliest  and  sweetest  songsters,  renews  his 
i^ote: — 

No  tree's  loAy  fdiage  embowereth  his  nest* 
But  lowly  it  lies  .on  the  earth's  trodden  breast; 

And  he  flits  through  the  wintry  scene 
With  a  silent,  bat  strong  and  an  mar  muring  wing, 
Till  he  marks  the  first  glimpse  of  the  greei^vested  spring ; 

Then  awi^ — away— ^throafeh  the  splendonrs  of  day. 

To  heaven  he  carries  his  praise  : 
Ah!  who  does  not  love  that  deleetable  lay, 
A s  o'er  mountain  and  forest  it  plays  ? 
Though  lowlier  he  baild  than  each  musical  bird, 
Yet  longer  and  louder  his  carols  are  beard, 

And  heaven  his  giad  anthem  repays  : 
As,  day  after  day,  to  its  portals  he  towers, 
More  sweet  grows  his  nest  midst  deep  verdure  and  flowers'. 

The  ^Arifsft  npw  commences  his  song»  and  torn-tits 
are  seen  hanging  on  the  eaves  of  bams  and  thatched 
oat-honses>. particularly  if  the  weather  be  smmy  and 
severe.  Rooks  now  revisit  their  breeding  kees^  and 
arrange  the  station^  of  their  future  nests.  The  havsh» 
loud  voice  of  the  missel  thrush  is  now  heard. — See 
our  last  volume,  p.  58. — The  yellow  hammer  and 
chaflhich  are  heard  towards  the  end  of  the  month.-*- 
About  thist  time  also,  or  the  beginning  0f  Mardi, 
if  the  weather  be  mild,  the  hedge-sparrow  commences 
its  chirping  note,  as  indicative  of  the  approachof  the 
pairing  season. — See  T<  T.  for  1823,  pp^  54, 55. 

Turkey-cocks  now  strut  and  gobble.  Partridges 
begin  to  pair;  the  house-pigeon  has  young;  field-^ 
crickets  open  their  holes;  and  wood-owls  hoot: 
gnats  play  about,  and  insects  swarm  under  sunny 
hedges;  the  stone-curlew  clamours;  and  frogs  croak. 
By  the  end  of  February,  the  raven  has  generally  laid 
its  eggs,  and  begun  to  sit.  Moles  commence  their 
subterraneous  operations.    About  this  time  the  green 

■  *  The  Forest  Minstrel,'  by  WiUiam  and  Mary  Hmnity  another 
delightful  poeniy  from  two  persons  belonging  to  the  *S0eietjf  of 
Friends  ;'~>we  know  jiot  whether  it  be  <  brother  and  sister,'  or  *  man 
and  wife ;'  —at  any  rate,  the  two  aspirants  to  Parnassian  laurels  artr 
married— to  *  immortal  Terse.'— For  so  we  ordain  it,  maugre  the  - 
critics !— See  other  specimens  in  the  course  of  our  Yolume.  ■ 
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woodpecker  is  heard  m  the  woods,  making  a  loud 
noifie. 

In  mild  seasons  there  is  much  going  on  in  the  gar- 
den now  that  may  be  seen  by  the /naked  eye'  of 
those  who  carefully  look  for  it  The  bloom  buds  of 
the  shrubs  and  fruit-trees  are  obviously  swelling ;  and 
the  leaves  of  the  lilac  are  ready  to  burst  forth  at  the 
first  favourable  call.  The  laurustinm  still  braves  the 
winds  and  the  frosts,  and  blooms  in  blithe  defiance 
of  ihem.  So  does  the  China  rase;  but  meekly,  and 
like  a  maiden  who  unll  not  droop  though  her  lover  be 
away, — ^because  she  knows  that  he  is  true  to  her,  and 
will  soon  return. — Now,  too,  the  visible  heralds  of 
spring  appear ;  but  tiiey  have  not  yet  put  on  their  gor- 
geMts  tabards  or  surcoats  of.many  coloiirsJ  The 
chief  of  these  are  the  tulips  ;  who  are  now  just  show- 
ing themselves,  shrouded  closely  in  their  sheltering 
alcoves  of  dull  green.  The  hyacinths  too  have  sent 
up  their  trim  fences  of  green,  and  are  just  peeping  up 
from  the  midst  of  them  in  their  green  veils— the  cheek 
of  each  floNret-bud  pressed  and  clustering  against  that 
of  its  fellow,  like  a  host  of  little  heads  peeping  out 
from  the  porch  of  an  ivy-bound  cottage,  as  Ihe  Lon- 
dmi  coach  passes.  Now,  too,  those  pretty  orphans, 
die  croesses  and  snowdrops^ — those  foundlings,  that 
belong  neiAer  to  Winter  nor  Spring — that  aie  neither 
lingering  remnants  of  the  one,  nor  early  heralds  of 

*  To  the  Snowdrop.v-; 
Beneath  the  chanspefnl  skies  of  eartyspring, 
Emblem  of  human  life  and  frail  as  fair. 

Pale  Yisitant  of  earth, 

I  marh  thy  modest  bloom. 

Herald  of  brighter  scenes  and  calmer  joys, 
When  the  sweet  lark,  enamoured  of  the  dawn. 

Above  the  cottage  r6of 

Shan  pour  his  melting  lay  ; 

Though  surly  winter  passing  from  the  plain 
Reluctant  with  his  storms  (while,  rude  and  wild. 

Stem  desolation  marks 

His  long  and  lonely  track)  >    ^    . 

b2 
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the  other — iriiow  their  modest  faces  scarcely  an  inch 
above  the  dark  earthy  as  if  they  were  afraid  ta  tise 
from  it^  lest  a  stray  *  March  wind'  should  whistle  them 
away. — The  Months, 'So.  II. 

The  hyacinth,  narcissus,  polyanthus,  Persian  iris, 
mig^ionette,  and  sweet  briar,  compose  and  difihse  a 
detightfol  and  luxurious  odour  for  the  drawing  room, 
at  this  season  of  the  year. 

The  days  are  now  visibly  longer,  and  we  are  bnsfly 
engaged  in  the  pleasing  occup&tion  of  crtiservlng  the 
renovation  cf  nature.  Every  tree  and  every  shrub 
presents  something  new ;  and  to  those  who  are  fond 
of  botany,  the  present  season  of  the  year*  is  pecu- 
liarly interesting.  What  can  be  more  delightful 
to  an  intelligent  mind  than  to  view  the  opening  bud — 
the  expanded  leaf— the  first  appearance  of  the  flower 
bud — ^its  perfection-^and,  last  of  all>  its  wonderful 
fructification ! 

What  lore  witb  tranquil  pleasure  better  fills 
The  mind,  fkir  Bot/iny  !  than  thine ! 
Thy  paths 
Astirecl,  witb  thy  own  flowers  are  ever  strewed^ 
Tl^  own  fresh  garlands  ever  grace  thv  brow. 
Wnere*er  thy  votaries  thou  leadest,  whether 
Along  the  silent  vale,  or  verdant  lane. 
By  hedgiHTow  sheltered,  or  o'er  the  loneheactb^ 
Wheitber  to  mshy  pool,  greep-mantled,  or 
Through  the  wild  forest's  thick-entangled  maze. 
Whether  by  softly  murm'ring^rook,  that  bright 

ReQects  its  guy-enamelled  bank ;  or  long 

■      ■         _     .      "  .  ..  -■  »■'.,■■  ,-> — 

Oft  wraps  tby  beauty  in  a  wreath  of  snowi 
And  gems  with  icicles  that  fai^^ly  shine       .    . 

Below  with  imaged  beftm 

Thy  cold  but  lovely  brow ; 

I  see  thee  smile  like  innocence  ai£ite| 
Beneath  his  idle  rage  and  parting  storms, 

Secure  of  happier  hpWs 

And  skies  without  a  cloud. 

So  piety,  upheld  by  faith  and  hopCj 
Endures  serene  the  passing  storms  of  lifei 

With  eye  intent  on  Heaven, 

And  thougliit  already  there* 


Ok/M. 
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— '^"™— *^^— ^^"^"^  II  — <»i—i— — ^1— — — » 

^    Th<»  rocky  sbore,  datbed  by  the  foMring  wav«s 
Of  Ocean  wide ;  or  up  the  steep  Mceat 
Of  m^ed  moaotain,  rising  to  die  clouds ; 
Still  pleasure,  profit,  health,  thy  steps  attend*. 

DESCRIPTION  (i/^CULINARY  VEGET^BLE^t 

[Continued  from  p»  38.] 

Bfi^NS« — Crops  of  beans  are  very  ornamental  to 
Ifae  kitdhen  garden,  from  the  delightfnl  odonr  Aey 
dispense  when  in  flower.    What  can  be  more  agree* 
at^  or  more  conducive  to  healthy  than 
To  lift  the  early  la|ch,  and  try  betimes 
The  garden's  walk-  delicious,  where  the  heim 
Gives  forth  its  fragrant  treasures? 

or  to  Stray  throng^  the  open  champaign^  ^bmriung 
with  hasty  steps  the  dew  away/  and  observe  how 

Neat  lies  the  surface  of  the  weedless^&i, 
Where  springs  the  beau'^top  martially  disposed 
File  within  file,  a  lusty  brotherhood. 

The  common  garden  bean  (vuAafaba)  is  said  to 
have  be^i  brought  originally  from  Egypt;  aiid  has 
beeih  for  many  ages  cultivated  not  only  throughout 
Europe,  but  even  in  China  and  Japah.  The  first  and 
1>estsbrt  o^eariy  beans  is  brought  from  a  Porti^^ese 
setflement  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  just  witiiout  tiie 
Straits  of  Gibraltar:  it  is  called  the  Maziagan  bean. 
If  it  be  sown  in  October  under  a  warm  hedge,  pale^ 
or  wan,  and  carefully  earthed'  up  when  Ihe  plants 
we  advanced,  tfiey  will  be  fit  for  the  table  by  the 
middle  of  May.  The  stems  are  very  slender;  if 
therefore  they  be  supported  by  strings  close-  to  the 
hedge  or  pale,  that  will  preserve  them  from  breaking 
down,  and  shelter  them  from  Ihe  morning  frosts  in 
the  spring.  Both  this  and  the  sort  called  Aotm  bean 
bear.plentffully  and  ripen  nearly  together.  That  palled 
the  edrty  Lisbon  hean,  is  merely  the  Mazagan  bean 

'  Spbing  ;  a  Poem,  by  the  datsical  Tutor  at  Clarence  House  Aca- 
demy,  Chenea. 
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sowed  in  Portog^ ;  but .  it  is  not  so  well  tasted,  and 
shoald  never  be  preferred,  though  the  gardeners  plant 
It  for  their  first  crop.  The  small  Spanish  bean  is 
better,  and  th^t  called  tho  broad  Spanish,  which  is  a 
little  later  than  the  other,  but  comes  in  before  the 
common  sort,  and  being  a  good  sort  is  frequently 
planted.  This  is  sacceeded  by  the  Sandwich,  which 
is  almost  as  large  as  the  Windsor  bean,  but  being 
hardier  is  generally  sown  a  month  sooner^  it  is  f| 
plentiful  bearer,  but  not  very  delicate  eatiqg.  Al]K>Qt 
the  same  time  as  the  Sandwich  comes  l£e  Toker, 
which  is  a  coarse  kind,  though  much  planted,  merely 
because  it  is  a  great  bearer.  The  white  and  the 
black  blossoms  are  by  some  much  esteemed.  The 
former  when  boiled  are  almost  as  green  as  peas,  and» 
being  tolerably. sweet,  are  more  valuable;  but  both 
are  very  apt  to  degenerate,  unless  their  seeds  be 
preserved  with  great  care. 

The  white  blossomed  bean  jSiS  itrepects  the  flowers  is 
an  anomaly,  having  none  of  the  black  marks  on  their 
wings.  The  seed  is  semi-transparent,  and  having  less 
of  the  peculiar  bean  flavour  when  young  than  ^J^^ 
the  others,  it  is  on  that  account  much  esteemed.  The 
Windsor  sort,  when  planted  on  a  good  soil  with  sufli- 
oient  room,  will  produce  plenty  of  large  seeds,  which 
if  gathered  young  will  be  ttie  sweetest  and  best  tasted 
of  all  the  sorts.  It  should  be  carefully  preserved  by 
pulling  out  such  of  the  plants  as  are  imperfectly 
formed,  and  sorting  out  all  the  good  from  the  bad 
seed.  It  is  seldom  planted  before  Christmas,  be* 
cause  it  will  not  bear  tike  frost  so  well  as  many  other 
kinds.  The  best  way  is  to  plant  it  for  the  great  crop 
to  come  in  June  and.  July . 

The  hug-poddedjifeaxk  is  a  yard  or  more  in  height, 
and  a  great  bearer.  There  are  several  varieties  of 
this  k^d,  as  the  early  tall  Turkey,  ^c.  The  dwarf 
Fan  or  cluster  bean  is  chiefly  planted  for  curiosity : 
the  branches  spread  like  a  fan,  and  the  flowers  are 
succeeded  by  small  pods,  both  in  clusters.    All  tb^ 
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early  beans  are  generally  planted  on  warm  borders  ^ 
under  walls,  pales  and  hedges;  those  which  are  de- 
signed to  come  op  first  being  usually  planted  in  a 
single  row,  pretty  close  to  the  fence.  Those  which 
are  planted  early  in  October,  will  come  up  by  the 
beginning  of  November;  and  as  soon  as  they  are  an 
inch  above  ground,  the  earth  must  be  carefully  drawn 
up  to  their  stems  with  a  hoe:  this  must  be  several 
times  repeated  as  they  advance  in  height,  which 
will  protect  them  from  the  frost  and  increase  their 
strength.  In  severe  winters  coyer  them  with  peas 
holm,  fern,  or  similar  light  covering,  which  will 
secure  them  from  the  injury  of  the  frost;  but  con- 
stantly take  off  the  covering  in  mild  weather,  other- 
wise fliey  will  draw  up  tall  and  weak,  and  come  to 
little:  if  the  surface  of  ihe  border  be  covered  with 
tanners'  bark,  that  will  effectually  defend  the  roots 
from  frost  and  other  injuries.  Mr.  Phillips  states 
that  he  found  it  an  excellent  plan,  in  procuring  late 
beans,  to  cut  down  the  stalks  after  the  crop  is  ga- 
thered for  the  kitchen;  they  then  soon  sprout  up 
again,  and,  if  showery  weather  succeeds,  yield  abetter 
supply  than  is  obtained  by  late  planting. 

lliis  pulse  is .  generally  dished  up  in  foreign  coun* 
tries  without  the  oute#  coat,  and  in  that  undress 
proves  a  most  delicate  food.  The  green  pods 
boiled,  after  the  beans  are  taken  out,  is  a  dish  that 
some  persons  prefer  to  the  beans  themselves ;  and 
the  young  bean  leaves  boiled  in  broth  are  said  to  be 
very  emollient.  Why  Pytiiagoras  should  have  for- 
bidden the  use  of  beans  to  his  disciples,  has  been  a 
mighty  subject  for  the  ingenuity  of  commentators. 
Some  have  asserted  that  it  was  on  account  of  their 
causing  indigestion  and  flatulency ;  others,  because, 
they  were  sacred  to  Isis  and  Osiris,  Egyptian  deities, 
of  whom  the  Samian  sage  had  heard  and  believed 
mach  from  the  priests  of  Memphis.  Some  take  the 
prohibition  aliegorically,  and  hold  that  to  abstain 
Irom  them  only  meant  to  shun  public  assemblies,. 
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where  the  suffrages  were  given  by  casts  of  beans.. 
There  is  still  prevalent  among  the  vulgar,  a  belief, 
that,  when  beans  are  in  blossom,  mad  people  become 
intractable,  and  wise  men  nearly  mad.  Horace  styles  - 
the  bean  akin  to  Pythagoras,  Faba  PythagoriB  cog- 
fiata,  as  if  the  promulgator  of  the  metempsychosical 
system  had  been  afraid  lest,  in  eating  beanS;^  he 
should  have  devoured  some  of  his  departed  relations. 
There  is  a  very  antient  and  singular  custom  in 
many  parts  of  the  continent  which  takes  place  on  the 
eve  of  the  Epiphany,  relating  to  the  above-mentioned 
sacredness  of  the  bean.~See  T.T.  for  1822,  p.  4. 

The  classical  reader  knows  that  most  of  the  an- 
tient Roman  families  derived  their  names  from  agri- 
cultural or  horticultural  pursuits.  Fab^B,  beans, 
named  the  great  house  of  the  Fabii ;  Pisum,  peas,  that 
of  the  Pisones,  &c.  SiC, 

Bean  flour,  called  Lomenfum,  was  used  by  the  Bo- 
man  ladies  as  a  cosmetic,  to  smooth  the  skin  and 
remove  wrinkles.  Bean  flowers  very  much  resemble 
butterflies'  wings;  they  also  emit  a  most  agreeable 
perfume. 

Long  let  us  walk 
Where  the  breeze  blows  from  yon  extended  field 
Of  blossomed  beans.    Arabia  cannot  boast 
A  fuller  gale  of  joy  than  liberal  thence 
Breathes  through  the  sense  and  takes  the  ravished  soul. 

THOMSON. 

And  there,  that  breeze 
Pleads  with  me,  and  has  won  thee  to  the  smile 
That  speaks  conviction.    0*er  yon  blossomed  field 
0( beans  it  can^e,  and  thoughts  of  bacon  rise. 

southey's  Piff. 

The  kidney  bean  is  so  called  from  the  shape  of  the 
seed.  It  is  a  native  of  the  East  Indies,  introduced 
into  England  from  the  Netherlands.  The  varieties 
of  this  species  are  very  numerous:  the  principal  are 
tlie  small  white  dwarf,  the  black  dwarf  or  negro,  and 
tiie  liver-coloured  bean  for  early  crops.  There  are 
also  ilie  Battersea  and  Canterbury,  and  the  large 
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Dutcb^  which  last  grows  very  tall;  also  the  scarlet 
bean,  tiie  twining  stalks  of  which  will  rise  to  the 
height  of  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  wheti  ^supported. 
Its  leaves  are.  smaller  than  those  of  the  common  gar- 
den bean.  The  flowers  grow  in  large  spikes,  and  are 
of  a  deep  scarlet  colour.  The  pods  are  large  and 
roughs  the  seeds  generally  purple  marked  with  black, 
though  sometimes  pare  white.  The  three  sorts  of 
kidney  bean  usually  cultivated  for  early  crops,  are 
the  small  white  dwarf;  the  dwarf  black,  which  is 
called  the  negro  bean ;  and  the  liver-coloured  bean. 
They  are  planted  in  hotbeds  under  frames,  or  in  pots 
to  be  placed  in  stoves,  to  come  ea^ly  in  the  spring, 
but  they  are  inferior  in  quality  to  many  others 
which  yet  cannot  be  obtained  at  the  same  time. — 
The  best  sorts  for  culinary  purposes  are  the  scarlet- 
blossom  bean,  above-mentioned,  and  a  white  bean  of 
the  same  size  and  shape,  which  is  only  a  variety  in 
cqIout,  but  the  same  in  size  and  flavour.  The  seeds 
must  not  be  sown  in  the  open  air  before  the  middle 
of  April.  They  require  a  warm  situation  and  a  dry 
soil.  The  second  crop  should  be  sown  about  the 
middle  of  May.  It  will  come  into  bearing  before  the 
early  kinds  are  over,  and  will  continue  yielding  good 
fruit  until  the  frost  destroys  the  plants. 

The  pea,  bean,  and  kidney-bean,  are  liable  to  the 
attacks  of  various  insects,  especially  the  aphides  in 
dry  seasons.  The  bruchtis  pisi  is  particularly  de- 
structive to  the  pea,  and  its  larva  is  often  found  in  the 
ripe  pod.  In  gardens,  the  only  mode  of  keeping 
them  under  is  to  cut  off  the  part  infested,  and  remove 
it  with  the  insects  attached. 

This  pulse  is  eaten  at  two  difTerent  periods.  In 
summer  with  the  enwrapping  pod,  which  is  still  green 
and  tender;  in  autunm  apd  winter,  when  the  bean 
ia  full  maturity  is  taken  out  and  boiled  without  the 
pod,  v^rhich,  on  account  of  its  form,  gave  its  name  tq 
a  kind  of  skiff  used  in  the  Mediterranean,  especially 
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aboiit  the.  mouth  of  the  Nile.  In  antient  English 
authors  it  is  called  'Beaus  of  Rojne^'  a  mistranslation 
of  '  F^res  de  Rame/  from  ramus,  the  twig  .or  pole 
around  which  the  plant  loves  to  climb. 

The  green  legnmens  of  the  large,  white-flowered 
Tariety  of  kidney  bean^  often  called  Dutch  runner, 
were  observed  to  be  in  great  plenty  in  August,  in  the 
market  at  Amsterdam,  tfhder  the  name  of  snyboanen- 
^es.  For  the  most  part  the  legumens  were  so  old  as 
to  be  considered  tough  and  stringy  in  England;  but 
in  Holland  they  are  nicely  shredded  down,  so  as  to 
render  them,  when  cooked,  extremely  palatable.  In 
France,  it  the  month  of  September,  great  numbers  of 
women  are  employed  in  shelling  kidney-beans,  which 
are  dried  and  stored  up  in  large  quantities  against 
winter,  when  they  are  sold  under  the  name  of  hari- 
cots blancs. — Horticultural  Tour,  pp.  129, 434. 

[To  be  continued.] 


AMONQ  the  Romans,  March,  from  Mars,  was 
the  first  month ;  and  marriages  made  in  this  montH 
were  accounted  unhappy. 

In  MARCH  1835. 
1.— SAINT   DAVID. 

Saint  David  was  the  great  ornament  and  pattern 
of  his  age.  He  cpntinued  in  the  see  of  St.  David's 
many  years;  and  having  founded  several  monaste- 
ries, and  been  the  spiritual  father  of  many  saints, 
both  British  and  Irish,  he  died  about  the  year  544, 
at  a  very  advanced  age.-— The  custom  among  the 
Cambrians  of  wearing  a  leek  in  their  hats  on  this 
day,  has  been  explained  in  our  former  volumes. 


y  Google 


IN   MARCH    1825.  61 

*1.  1767.— ALEXANDER  BALPOUR   BORN, 

Author  of  '  Contemplation,  and  other  Poems/ 
and  of  the  '  Addressi'  prefixed  to  our  present  volume. 
He  was  bom  in  the  parish  of  Monikie,  county  of 
iPorfar,  in  Scotland.  He  was  for  fifteen  years  a 
manufacturer  of  sail-cloth  and  a  linen  merc^hant,  and 
had  realized  a  considerable  portion  of  the  good  things 
of  this  life,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  worldly  pros- 
perity before  him,  when  in  the  disastrous  year  1815, 
so  fatal  to  the  commerce  of  Britain,  by  the  failure 
of  a  commercial^  house  in  London  with  which  he 
was  deeply  concerned,  he  was  involved  in  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin.  This  stroke  of  misfortune  preyed 
upon  his  health  and  spirits,  but  left  him  still  capable 
of  bodily  exertion,  and  he  for  three  years  had  the 
charge  of  a  respectable  and  extensive  spinning  esta- 
blislunent;  after  which  he  removed  to  Edinburgh, 
with  the  view  of  establishing  his  family  in  some 
way  of  business ;  but  there  he  was  doomed  to  drink 
deeply  of  a  more  bitter  cup  of  adversity,  being 
seized  with  paralysis  which  has  totally  deprived  him 
of  the  use  of  his  limbs ;  his  articulation,  also,  has 
gradually  failed,  and  now  he  has  almost  entirely  lost 
the  power  of  speech.  Yet  his  intellectual  faculties 
are  not  in  the  slightest  degree  impaired,  as  is  evident 
from  the  productions  of  his  pen,  which  he  is  still 
capable  of  wielding,  although  with  less  manual 
dexterity  than  formerly.  He  has  now  beeil  from 
four  to  five  years  deprived  of  his  locomotive  powers, 
and  the  writer  of  this  article  has  frequently  seen 
him  confined  in  his  wheeled  chair,  incapable  of  com- 
municating his  ideas  except  by  his  pen,  yet  not  only 
resigned  to  his  fate,  but  always  cheerfril,  although 
evidently,  struggling  with  the  accumulated  priva- 
tions arising  from  worldly  misfortune  and  incurable 
debility.  Having  always  possessed  a  tast^  for  ele- 
gant literature,  he  had  \^ritten  many  poetical  pieces 
as  the  amusement  of  his  leisure  hours  in  his  happier 
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days :  and  wb&n  incapable  of  bodily  exertion^  he 
published  a  volume  of  these,  entitled  '  ContemtilH- 
tion,  and  other  Poems/  which  was  well  received  by 
the  pnblic^  and  bad  an  extensive  circulation^  chiefly 
on  account  of  its  own  merits^-r-partly  perhaps  from 
a  general  sympathy  felt  for  the  author's  situation. 
This  volume  was  noticed  with  much  ap|>robatioir  iti 
the  MonthlyMagitzine^  Constable's  Edinbwgh  Maga- 
zine, and  several  other  periodicaj  publications; 

We  annex,  his  '  Conclusion/  being  tiie  last  piece 
in  the  volumei^  as  descriptive  of  his  privations  and 
feelings.  Although  he  there  takes  leave  of  the  muse, 
we  are  happy  to  say  that  she  still  continues  to  be- 
guile (he  brooding  cares  of  his  languid  hours,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  some  of  her  most  felicitous 
iavours  have  been  bestowed  since  his  days^^  of  adver- 
sity. Although  Mr.  Balfour  has  affixed  his  name  to 
no  publication  except  the  volume  mentioned,  it  icon- 
sists  with  our  knowledge  to  state,  that  he  has  pub- 
lished at  least  three  Novels,  and  that  he  .continues 
a  regular  contributor,  in  prose  »id  verse,  to  some 
very  respectable  periodical  wOrk$. 

A  sad,  a  long  farewell — dear,  artless  lyre ! 

My  trembling  hand  now  vainly  strikeai  lh;j^  4iAAgk^:  i 
The  frost  of  age  has  chilled  niy  w<Mlted  fire;  .  ' 

No  longer  glides  the  stteai^i  from  Fancy's  springs :  . 

And  waving  wide  her  raven-coloured  wings,  .  . 
DuU  Melancholy  hovers  o'er  my  head ; 

Parent  of  phantom  shapes;  and  shaclowy  tiiingly'  ' 
That  crowd  the  {iath^my  <weary/l(9et.niii)if  tlclid; ''    ' 
With  visionary  forms,'of  Joys  for  ev^f  flffd.  ••  '^ '    •     r     .    •  - 

For  Memory' stiii  wi  A  fond  regret  will  rove . 

By  sea-beat  shore,  gray  rock,  or  winding  «tream ; 
Again  she  guides  me  tptilie  woodland gr9«o,  4.  >  r 

Where i^a^cy  whispered  many  a  youtfafal  dream; 

But,  ah !  it  is  the  meteor's  fleeting  gleam. 
Portentous,  shooting  o'er  a  stormy  sky ; 

Where  no  kind  star  displays  its  cheering  beam, 
To  glad  the  weary  wanderer's  hopeless  eye. 
Or  point  his  trackless  way,  ^here  dreary  desserts  lie. 


y  Google 


IN  MARCH  1825.  .    63 


For,  ah !  no  more  to  me  the  boon  is  g^ven 
^     To  mark  the  varied  charms  of  Nature's  face ; 
Abroad,  to  breathe  the  balmy  air  of  heaven. 
My  fond  eye  gazing  over  ample  space : 
From  virgin  Spring,  to  Autamn's  matron  grace, 
To  me,  alas !  each  blossom  blows  in  vain ; 

No  more  my  feet  the  mountain  path  can  trace, 
Nor  brush  the  dew-drops  from  the  daisied  plain ; 
My  trembling  limbs  fast  locked  in  adamantine  chain  I 

And  yet  these  limbs,  in  chilling  torpor  bound, 

,  A  shade  can  startle,  and  a  breath  can  shake ; 
The  throbbing  heart  heaves  at  a  passing  sound, 
As  ruffling  winds  disturb  the  glassy  lidce : 
At  trivial  ills  the  shattered  frame  will  quake. 
Each  quivering  nerve  with  keen  sensati(m  thrill, 

And  feeliop  exquisite  to  anguish  wake 
The  sigh,  the  tear;  triumphing  o'er  the  will, 
While  Reason  vainly  tries  to  hush  the  tempest  stiU. 

Yet,  kind  companion  of  my  happier  days. 

Thou  hast  not  scorned  me  in  this  evil  hour^ 
Tby  song  has  soothed  me  in  the  wildering  maze, 

And  strewed  my  tiresome  couch  with  many  a  flower. 

Enchantress!  stay— haply,  thy  magic  power^ 
Again  may  chase  my  lingering  hours  of  care ; 

May  ishow  my  sorrows^  like  an  April  shower, 
A  passing  cloud,  the  pilgrim  to  prepare 
.  Far  scenes  of  endless  day,  and  s^^ies  for  ever  fair. 

Yes,  flioa  tiie  song^of  heaven-bom  Hope  canst  weave : 

Tby  bright  eye  beaming  vrith  celestial  day ; 
Thy  whispers,  softer  than  the  breath  of  eve, 

Wheta  setting  sun-beams  on  the  waters  play ; 

Then  touch  &e  chord  can  soothe  a  child  of  clay, 
Who,  struggling,  s^eks  above  his  griefs  to  rise. 

Set  fair  in  sight  that  pure  ethereal  ray. 
Which  guides  -the  drooping  mournerV  downcast  eyes 
To  that  calm  haven  of  rest  prepared  above  the  skies ! 

2. — SAINT  CHAD. 

St.  Ceadda  or  Chad  was  edueatedin  tbemonastery  of 
lindisfarne,  under  St.  Aidan ;  was  afterwards  Bisnop 
of  Lichfield,  and  died  in  the  great  pestilence  of  673. 

7. — PERPETUA. 

Perpetua,  a  Aoble  lady  of  Carthi^e,  only  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  suffered  martyrdom  in  203,  by  or* 
der  of  Minutius  Firmianuft,  under  the  persecution  of 
the  Bmperor  Severus. 
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12.— SAINT   GREGORY. 

Saint  Gregory,  sumamed  the  Great,  was  bom  about 
the  year  640.  He  was  consecrated  Pope  about  the 
year  590,  and  died  in  604.  Before  his  advancement 
to  the  see/Gregory  projected  the.  conversion  o(  the 
English  nation,  but  did  not  accomplish  his  wishes 
until  he  had  assumed  the  papal  chair. 

13. — MIDLENT   SUNDAY. 

The  middle  or  fourth  Sunday  in  Lent  was  formerly 
called  the  Sunday  of  the  Five  Loaves,  the  Sunday 
of  Bread,  and  the  Sunday  of  Refreshment,  in  allusion 
to  the  gospel  appointed,  for  this  day.  It  was  also 
nam^d  Rose  Sunday,  from  the  Pope's  carrying  a 
golden  rose  in  his  hand,  which  he  exhibited  to  the 
people  in  the  streets  as  he  went  to  celebrate  the 
eucharist,  and  at  his  return. — Some  curious  cere- 
monies on  this  day,  in  the  SckUh  of  Spain,  are  de- 
scribed in  our  last  volume,  p.  75. 

*13.  1824. — SOPHIA   LEE   DIED, 

Authoress  of  the  'Recess,'  the  first  romance  in 
the  English  language  which  blended  history  with 
fiction,  and  enriched  both  by  pathos  and  descriptive 
scenery.  Miss  Lee  also  wrote  *The  Life  of  a 
Lover/  in  six  volumes;  some  Dramatic  Pieces — 
and,  in  conjunction  with  het  sister  Harriet,  .the 
*  Canterbury  Tales,'  of  which  the  Young  Lady's  Tale 
and  the. Clergyman's  alone  were  her's. 

17. — SAINT    PATRICK. 

The  tutelar  saint  of  Ireland  was  bom  in  the  year 
371,  in  a  village  called  Bonaven  Taherhm,  probably 
Kilpatrick,  in  Scotland,  between  Dunbarton  and  Glas  - 
gow.'  He  died  at  the  good  old  age  of  123,  and  was 
buried  at  Down,  in  iflster. — See  our  last  volume^, 
p.  68,  for  some  curious  particulars  in  the  life  of  this 
Saint. 

18. — EDWARD,   KING  OP  THE  WEST  SAXONS. 

He  was  stabbed  in  the  back,  by  order  of  his 
mother-in-law,  Elfrida,  at  Corfe  Castle,  in  Dorset- 
shire.— See  our  last  volume,  p.  09,  and  Morelts 
Studies  in  History,  vol.  i,  p.  91. 
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20.— FIFTH  SUNDAY   IN   LBNT. 

Domwica  in  PasHone,  or  Passion  Sonday,  was  the 
name  given  to  this  day  in  missals ;  as  tfie  church  now 
began  to  advert  to  the  sufferings  of  Christ  In  the 
noith^  it  is  called  CarUng  Sunday,  and  giey  peas^ 
first  steeped  a  night  in  water,  and  fried  with  butter, 
form  the  usual  repast. 

21.— SAINT  BENEPICT. 

Benedict,  or  Betwet,  founded  the  monastery  of 
Cassino,  in  529 :  it  was  built  on  the  brow  of  a  very 
hi^  mountain,  on  the  top  of  which  there  was  an  old 
temple  of  Apollo,  surrounded  with  a  grove.  The 
BenetUctine  order  of  moi&s,  first  instituted  by' our 
sainl^  was,  in  the  ninth  century,  at  its  height  of  glory. 

*23.  1824. — MR.  an6£bstbin's  oallbry  of  pic* 

TURBS  PURCRASBD  BY  OOVBRNMBNT. 

We  cannot  but  hail  with  pleasure  this  first  step 
towards  fornung  a  'National  Gallbry  of  Pio- 
TiTRBS,'  so  long  a  desideratum  in  this  country.  This 
gattery  is  npw  open  to  the  public,  in  the  house  of 
the  late  Mr.  Angerstein,  in  Pall  Mall,  where  it  is 
understood  it  will  remain  for  the  present. 

In  reference  to  this  national  collection,  we  sobr 
join  the  following  lines,  descriptive  of  the  prodnc* 
ttons  of  Home  master-painters,  which  will  ever  be 
flie  theme  of  our  admiration. 

Tbcre  rote  a  Gsrlo  JDafee  or  a  TMi% 

t>r  wilder  groap  of  savage  Salvatore's; 
Here  danced  Alfatu/s  boys,  and  here  fhe  sea  shore 

In  Veme^g  ocean  lights ;  and  there  the  stories 
Of  martjra  awed,  by  i^ptf^piiollBil^*-^' 

•  ♦  ♦ 

Here  sweetly  spread  a  huidseape  of  Lmrmiu: 

There  JtMR^niiidir  made  fan  darkness  equal  Ught, 
Or  gloonr^  CmriMiggio*n  gloomier  stain 

Imnsed  o'er  some  lean  and  stoic  Anchorite:— * 
Bti^  1o !  a  Teidsrt  woos,  and  not  in  rt&n^ 
'  Your  eyeir  to  rerel  in  a  lovelier  sight : 
His  bett-monthed  goblet  makes  me  feel  quite  Danish 

Or  Dutch  with  thirst— What  ho  I  aflaskofKhenish. 
f2 
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25. — ANNUNCIATION   OP  THB  BLBSSBD  VIRGIN 
MARY,   or  LADY-DAY. 

This  (lay  celebrates  the  angel's  message  to  the 
Virgin  Mary/respecting  our  Blessed  Lord*  She  was, 
probjably,  an  only  child,  and  but  fifteen  years  of  age 
when  espoused  to  Joseph.  She  died  A.D.  48,  being 
about  sixty  years  old. — For  an  interesting  account 
of  tliefesta  of  the  Annunciation  as  observed  at  Rome 
on  this  day,  see  T.  T.  for  1823,  p.  63,  and  a  de- 
scription of  some  Spanish  customs,  in  our  last- vo- 
lume, p.  71. 

27.-^PALM   SUNDAY. 

Tbilht  missals^  this  day  is  dencHninated  Dominica 
in  ramis  Paimarum,  or  Palm  Sunday,  and  was  sq 
called  from  the  palm  branches  and  green  boughs  for- 
merly distributed  on  that  day,  in  commemoration  of 
our  Lord's  riding  to  Jerusalem'. 

On  Palm  Sunday,  observes  a  lively  writer  in  the 
New  Monthly  Magazine,  boys  and  gins  (youths  and 
maidens  have  ndw-a-days  got  above  so  childish  a 
practice)  may  be  met  early  in  the  morning,  m  b^the, 
but  breakfasUcss  companies,  sallying  form  towards 
the  pretty  outlets  about  Hampstead  and  Highgate, 
on  me  one  side  the  water,  and  Camberwelland 
Gkt]Aam'on  the  other — all  of  which  they  innooently 
imagine  to  be  'the  country' — ^fhere  to  sport  away 
the  pleasant  hours  till  dinner-time,  and  then  return 
home  with  joy  in  their  hearts,  endless  appetites  in 
their  stomachs,  and  bunches  of  the  sallow  willow 
with  its  silken  bloom-bttds  in  their  bands,  as  trophies 
of  their  travels.— The  Months,  No.  tV. 

s  The  cetepsoiiiet.  .o)>s6nred  at  Rome.oa'thU  dmy  are  fuUy  de- 
scribed, in  T.  T.  for  18SS^  pp.  6d-71 ;  lee  also  T.  T.  for  1821,  p.  d6, 
for  a  custom  in  Lincolnshire  ;  and  T.  T.  for  1822,  p.  68,  for.  the  usual 
observance  of  this  day  in  Yorkshire.  A  description  of  thie  eeremonies 
observed  by  the  Latin  Church  at /enwol^m  on  this  day,  magr  ^  •c^i^ 
in  T.  T.  for  1823,  p.  62.^For  an  account  of  Palm  Sunday  in  Spam, 
and  the  ceremonies  on  Wednesday  in  Passion  Week,  see  our  last 
Tolume,  pp.  9t-94. 
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♦30.  1884.— RBV.  T.  MAURiOB  DIED,  iBT,  70.      . 

He  was  Assistant-Keq[>er  of  the  MS8.  in  the 
Bntish  Musemn:  in  tMs  national  establishment. he 
received  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Librarian  in 
the  year  1796.  His  '  Indian  Antiquities/ and  'An- 
cient and  Modem  History  of  Hindoostan/  are  past- 
ing monnments  of  his  iame  as  a  historian ;  while 
his  translation  of  the  '  OSdipasTyrannus^'  his  ^  West* 
minster  Abbey/  '  Grove  Hill/  *  Netherby/  and  va-r 
ripns  other  poems,  place  him  in  an  equally  exalted 
situation  among  tiie  Yotariei»  of  the  Muse.  Of  the 
works  of  this  yoluminous,  but  acute  and  learned 
writer,  we  have  not  space  even  to  give  a  list;  we 
shBll.  refer  our  readers,  therefore,  (as  Mr.  Maurice 
has  b4en  his  own  biographer)  to  his  well-written  and 
very  amusing  *  Memoirs/  the  first  part  of  which  was 
printed  in  the  year  1819,  and  the  second  in  1820. 

,     31. — MAUNDY  THURSDAY. 

This  day  is  called,  in  Latin,  dies  MandaHy  the  day 
of  the  command,  being  the  day  on  which  our  Loid 
washed  the  feet  of  his  disciples,  as  recorded  in  the 
second  lesson.  This  practice  was  long  kept  up  in 
the  idotidstmes.  After  the  ceremony,  liberal  d<ma- 
tions  were  made  to  the  poor,  of  clothing^and  of  silver 
noney ;  and  refreshment  was  given  tiliiem  to  mitigate 
the"  severity  of  the  fast.— On  this  day,  called  iS%€r« 
or  Sfaundy  Thursday,  it  was  a  custom,  both  in  this 
and  other  countries,  for  the  king  and  queen,  persons 
of  high  estate,  and  the  abbots  of  religious  houses,  to 
p^orm  their  Maundy — ^that  is,  to  wash  the/eet  of  a 
certain  number  of  poor  people,  originally  twelve,  in 
imitation  of  our  Saviour's  washing  the  feet  of  his 
disciples.  The  kings  and  -queens  of  England,  in* 
deed,  increased  the  number,  and  usually  waidied  the 
feet  of  as  many  persons  as  they  themselves  were 
years  old,  or  had  reigned.  They  afterwards  gave 
tiMm  meat,  clothing,  a!nd  a  little  bag  of  small  money. 
A  relie  of  tiiis  custom  is  stiU  preserved  at  St. 
James's  on  this  day :— See  T.T.  for  1821^  pp.  9&86. 
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King  James  was  the  last  of  our  kings  \iAo  washed 
the  feet  of  the  poor  people  in  person;  and  King 
WiOiiun  in,  the  first  of  our  sovereigns  who  de* 
pnted  diis  ceremony  to  his  almoner. 

From  the  Earl  of  Northumberland's  household 
book,  began  in  1512,  we  find  that  he  kept  lus 
Manndy,  if  at  home,  for  as  many  poor  men  as  be 
was  years  of  age.  Wolsey,  atso,  in  idSOy  performed 
the  same  ceremony  at  the  abbey  of  Peterborough, 
while  on  a  journey  to  die  North.  '  Upon  Palme  Son- 
day,'  says  Cavendish,  'he  bare  his palme,  and  w^it 
in  procession,  witti  the  monks  scttmg  forth  the  divine 
senice  right  honorably,  with  such  singmg  men  as  he 
then  had  there  of  his  own.  And  upon  Maundy 
Thursday,  he  made  his  Maundy  there,  in  our  Lady's 
chapel,  havuig  fifty-nine  poor  men  whose  feet  he 
wa^d  and  kkused ;  and,  softer  he  had  wiped  them, 
he  gave  every  of  the  said  poor  men  twelve  pence  in 
money,  three  ells  of  good  canvass  to  male  them 
ihirts,  a  pair  of  new  shoes,  a  cast  of  red  herrings, 
jmd  three  white  herrings;  and  one  of  these  had  two 
shilttngs-.' 

Mamndy  is  likewise  used  at  the  present  day  in  the 
Greek  church.  See  T^  T.  for  1815,  p.  87.  The  mo- 
dem ceremonies  at  Rome  on  this  day  are  described 
in  T.  T.  for  1Q22,  pp.  91-94;  and  a  very  mteresting 
account  of  the  catholic  ordinauces  at  S^>iUe  will  be 
found  in  our  liast  volume,  pp.  95-100. 

*  MARCH  1746.    JAMSS  PBARSON   BORN, 

Tbd  celebrated  glass-stainer.  By  dint  of  chemi- 
cal discoveries  which  had  defied  the  most  universally 
adoiowledged  geniuses  ^in  the  art  of  glass-staining, 
he  discovered  a  series  of  colours  the  most  beautiful 
imaghiation  can  conceive,  the  effect  of  which  may 
be  witnessed  in  many  public  works  he  has  scattered 

■  '  ""ii  >'<i»'       I  •    ■     ■■ ■■ t    »*.i  ■    „■ 

*  See  Mr,  JBUU^i  OHffmdl  mid  Bo^ial  iMUn  Jrgm  Jmffrt^  in 
efttf  BriiiMh  MuMeuMf  toL  ii,  p.  95  ;  and  a  carious  letter  remecttug 
iQueeQ  Catherine  of  Afragon  ^keeping  her  Maandyy'  in  p.  Srf  of  the 
•aaw.'tolame. 
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throaghottt  England.  His  principal  paintings  are — 
The  windows  of  Salisbury  Cathedral ;  Brazen-nose 
College,  Oxfor' ;  Whitechapel  Church;  and  St.  Bo- 
tolph's  Church,  Little  Britain.  The  miscellaneous 
subjects  he  has  painted  are  innumerable^  which  he 
occasionally  exhibits  in  Londbn;  together  with  a 
superb  set  of  The  Cartoons  o/RaffaeUe,  painted  on 
glass  by  his  late  wife.  ITieir  beauties  are  likely  to 
last  as  long  as  Time  itself,  as  eveiy  effort  of  his 
pencil  is  vitrified. 

In.  MARCH  1625. 

Oh,  that  our  youthful  readers  would  early  direct 
their  eyes  to  the  spangled  canopy  of  heaven^  and,  as 
the  orient  beams  of  morning  first  gild  the  mountain 
tops,  in  the  ardour  of  true  devotion^  exclaim  with 
the  poet — 

Oh !  to  be  pure  as  morning  light, 
First  issuing  from  the  solar  spring, 
Ere  it  is  sullied  in  its  flight 
By  touch  of  any  earthly  thing.  ^ 

Solar  Phenomena. 

The  Sun  enters  Aries  at  19  m.  after  9  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  20th  of  this  month;  and  he  rises  and  sets 
during  the  same  period  as  in  the  following  Table. 
The  times  for  any  intermediate  days  must  be  found 
by^iroportion  as  already  directed. 

TABLE 

Of  the  Sun's  Rising  and.  Setting  for  every  fifth  Day. 

March    1st,  Sun  rises  35  m.  after  6.      Sets  25  m.  past  5 

Gth,   35 6    35 5 

11th, 15;..:....  6   45 5 

16th, 5. 6   55 5 

3Ut,   i  55 ..5 5 6 

26th,  ........  45 5 15 6 

3l8t,   35 5  ......  25 6 
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'L  r  I  .  - 

Equation  of  Time. 
When  the  trae  or  mean  time  is  required  at  any 
place,  and  that  indicated  by  a  good  sun  dial  is 
known,  the  latter  must  be  corrected  as  specified  in 
the  following  Table ;  employing  proportion  to  find 
the  corrections  for  the  intermediate  days. 

TABLE 

Of  the  Equation  of  Time  for  every  fifth  Day. 

m,  s. 

Tuesday,  March  Ut,  to  the  time  by  the  dial  add  12  39 

Sunday,   6th, 11  33 

Friday, 11th, ;..: 10  16 

Wednesday,....  16th, 8  52 

Monday,  .••...  2l8t, 7  23 

Saturday, 26th,.. t*.    5  51 

Thursday 31st,  ...^ 4  18 

Lunar  Phenomena. 
Phases  of  the  Moon. 

Full  Moon,      4th  day,  at  21  m.  after  9  in  the  evening 

Last  Quarter,  11th, 26 2  in  the  afternoon 

New  Moon,. .19th, 23 4 

First  Quarter,  27  th, 10 3 ...•••• 

Moon's  Passage  over  the  Meridian- 
The  following  transits  of  the  Moon  will  afford  op- 
portunities for  observation  this  month,  should  the 
weather  at  the  respective  times  prove  favourable; 
viz. 

March     Ist,  at  12  m.  after    9  in  the  evening 

2d,   ..    8 10 

3d^  ..    4 H 

11th,  ..34 5  in  the  morning 

12th,  ,.28 6 

13th,  ,.  21 7 

14th,..  10 8 

15th,  ..  56 8 

26ih,  •  •  16 5  in  the  evening 

27th,..  11 6 


28th,..    6 7 

29th,  ..     1     • 8. 

30th»..  55 8< 

31st,  ,.  49 9. 


•  .•■•••••••. 
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TABLE 

Of  the  Time  of  High  Water  at  London  for  ev^Jifth 

/  "^■'.^':  '      ■■         Day. 

Morning. '    ■  .  .    Afternoon. 

MarQi^   }st^  ^t  45m.  .after  10  ..>..»..  .Uiii.«bfterll 
'  3 25     ....     3 


6tb, 

5 

111*, 

47 

16th, 

57 

.31st, 

1 

26th; 

2 

31st, 

»% 

4 

6  .....•,.  Ig  ....  7 

.11   .••••-••.     O  ••••  0 

3 16  3 

6  ........  28  ....  6 

IX    ........      V  ....  V 


The  time  of  high  water  at  several  other  places  may 
be  found  as  directed  at  page  24  of  the  present  vo- 
lume*— One  of  the  most  remarkable  high  tides  which 
happen  this,  year  wflltoke  place  about  the  6th  of  the 
present  month ;  and  if  assisted  by  a  strong  wind 
which  favours  the  accuinulation  of  the  waters^  it  may 
do  considerable  damage  on  some  parts  of  the  coast. 

Phenombna  Planbtarum. 
Phases  of  Venus. 
The  phases  of  this  beautiful  plapet  bear  the  follow- 
ing propoartion  to  each  olher,  and  to  the  whole  disk ; 
and  her  brightness  is  noiw  rapidly  increasing. 

-Mi  .«*.  To*    /Illuminatea  part  =:  6'59071 
^"^^^^''iDarkpart  ......  =  5-40929    / 

Eclipses  qf  Jupiter* s  Satellite^.    , 
The  following  ecli})ses  of  the  first  and  second  of 
these  small  bodies  will  be  visible  at  the  Boyal  Ob- 
servatory this  month,  and  are  recorded  in  mean  time 
corresponding  to  that  place.  ' 

[Emersions. 

First  Satellite^  3d  day,  at  40  m.  50  s.  after  ^  in  the  morning 

4th  ......     9  •.29. •••  9  in  the  evening 

11th  ......     4..    2........  llnight 

19th  ..;...  58  ».  42 0 morning 

20th.,..,,  27  ..22 7  in  the  evening 

26th  • . .  •  i .  53  •  •  27 ••  2  in  the  morning 

27th  ......  22  ••    8 8  in  the  evening 

Second  Satellite,   4th 36  • .  10 4>.  Q  in  the  morning 

12th 13  ..  33 a 

22d    10  ••    4  «...••..  7  in  the  evening 

.....47  ..22 9 
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Conjunction  of  the  Moon  with  the  Planets  and  Stars. 

March  lOth,  with  ^in  Scorpio,  at  0  m.  after  1  in  the  morning 

13th,  ....  6.  Sidus  ......  0     9  in  the  evening 

23d,     ....  VeiruB........  0      7 

23d,    ....^iuApes 0     8 

Venus  will  attain  ber  greatest  elongation  on  the 
8th  of  the  present  month ;  Mercury  lyill  be  in  bis  su- 
perior conjunction  at  a  quarter  past  6  in  the  morning 
of  the  27th ;  and  Jupiter  will  be  stationary  on  the 
30th. 


The  planet  Jupiter  is  a  prominent  feature  in  the 
aspect  of  the  starry  heavens  during  this  month ;  and, 
therefore,  the  introduction  of  the  following  beautiful 
lines  on  this  subject  needs  no  apology. 

To  the  Planet  Jupiter. 

I  looked  on  thee,  Jove,  till  my  gaze 
Sank,  smote  from  the  pomp  of  thy  blaze ; 
For  in  heaven,  from  the  sunset's  red  throne 
To  the  zenith — thy  rival  was  none. 

From  thy  orb  rushed  a  torrent  of  light. 
That  msule  the  stars  dim  in  thy  sight, 
And  the  half-risen  moon  seemed  to  die, 
And  leave  thee  the  realm  of  the  sky. 

I  looked  on  the  ocean*s  broad  breast — 
.  The  purple  was  pale  in  the  west ; 
But  down  shot  thy  long  silver  spire, 
And  the  waves  were  like  arrows  of  fire. 

I  turned  from  the  infinite  main. 
And  thy  light  was  the  light  of  the  plain ; 
'Twas  the  beacon  that  blazed  on  the  ^ill — 
Thou  wert  proud,  pure,  magnificent  still. 

A  cloud  spread  its  wing  over  heaven. 
By.  the  shaft  of  thy  splendour  'twas  riven, 
And  I  saw  thy  bright  front  through  it  shine. 
Like  a  god  from  the  depth  of  his  shrine. 
But,  planet  of  glory  and  awe, 
It  was  not  thy  lustre  1  saw, 
For  my  soul  was  absorbed  in  the  night 
..  When  last  I  had  gazed  on  thy  light. 
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I  thoagbt  of  tile  hand  I  had  held. 
Of  the  heart  by  that  soft  baud  revealed, 
Of  the  eye  fixed  with  mine  on  thy  beiim, 
And  the  world  was  forgot  in  my  dream. 
Flame  on  then,  thoa  king  of  the  sky. 
For  thy  brightness  is.  joy  to  my  eye ; 
For  this  hour  thou  art  beaming  above 
l%e  hdme  of  my  wife  lind  my  love« 

REV.  G.  C&OLY. 

ICJe  Jlatuf  alr0f 0  3ltatp 

Fm-  MARCH  1825. 

There  is  a  stir  abroad  in  earth  and  sky. 

The  busy  clouds,  nf0  huddling,  now  dispersing, 

deem  with  the  wfndy  messengers  conversing. 
The  landscape  is  alive ;  th;e  shadows  fty, 

Coursed  o*er  the  uplands  by  the  hunter  breezt. 
The  shifting  lights  are  colour  to  the  eye, 
dotiiittg  with  warmth  the  sober  sceneiry , 

Hie  russet  com-labds  and  the  crisp,  baretreesw 
A  dotting  SiOarce  perceptible,  thrown  out 

.In  tints  of  liyelier  brown,  on  he4ge  and  bought 
Gives  mystic  signs.     A' spirit  is  about, 

Felt  through  all  Nature's  veinS^  and  all  things  <now. 
Swelling  with  vernal  hope,  are  ready  <{]iit^. 
Waiting  His  word,  who  said^  Let  there  be  light  ■. 

The  winds  of  March,  which  come  carecqrlng  oyer 
our  fields  and  roads  and  pathwaj^s,  although  '  catting 
winds'  to  the  invalid,  are  bigUy  beiauefiicdal,  as  they 
tend  to  dry  op  the  diunps  that-  ttie  iiittws  had  let 
loose,  and  the  previous  frosts  had  prevented  from 
sinking  into  the  earth ;— and  they  *^  pipe  to  the  spirit 
ditties/  thfB  words  of  which  tell  tales  of  the  forth- 
coming flowers.  The  general  face  of  Nature  is  not 
much  changed  in  appearance  since  we.  left  it  in  Fe- 
bruary;, though  its  internal  economy  has  made  an 
-importaiit  step  in  advaooe.  The  sap  i&alive  in  the 
seemiiiglyfiileeping  trunks  thttt  every  where  surround 
us,  and  is  beginning  to  mount  slowly  to  its  destina- 

'  ^T%e^«feir'ii»*i*JS:<ii^,^th-othtlr Poems, by Joiiah Conder,l%no, 
imiy  o««  of  HojmMf  ^9iimes  of « gevaiiie  poatry^  wiii4h  m^m 
taiiMf<liate^^diiced. 
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tion;  aud  the  embryo  blooms  are  almost  visibly 
struggling  towards  light  and  life,  beneath  their  rough, 
unpromising  outer  coats — unpromising  to  the  idle, 
the  unthinking,  and  the  inobser^'ant ;  but  to  the  eye 
that  *  can  see  Othello's  visage  in  his  mind,'  bright 
and  beautiful,  in  virtue  of  the  'brightdess  and  the 
beauty  that  they  cover,  but  not  conceal. — Now,  too, 
the  dark  earth  becomes  soft  and  tractable,  and  yields 
to  the  kindly  constraint  that  calls  upon  it  to  teem 
with  newlife— *cruAibling  to  tjhe  touch,  that  it  may 
the  better  clasp  in  its  fragrant  bosom  the  rudiments 
of  that  gay  but  ephemeral  creation  which  are  bom 
with  the  Springs  only  *  to  run  their  race  rejoicing' 
into  the  lap  of  Summer,  and  there  yield  up  their 
sweet  breaUi,  a  willing  incense,  at  the  shrine  of  that 
Nature,  the  spirit  of  which  is  endless  constancy 
growing  out  of  endless  change.— TAe  Months,  No.  III. 
The  melody  of  birds  now  gradually  swells  upon 
the  ear.  The  throstle,  second  only  to  the  nightin- 
gale in  song,  charms  us  with  the  sweetness  as^  va- 
riety of  its  lays.  The  linnet  and  the  goldfinch  join 
the  general  concert  in  this  month,  and  the  golden- 
crowned  wren  begins  its  song.  The  lark,  also,  must 
not  be  forgotten : 

The  gentle  lark,  weary  of  rest, 
From  his  moist  cabinet  mounts  up  on  high. 
And  wakes  the  morning,  < from  whose  silver  breast 
The  Sun  ariseth  in  bis  majesty: 

Who  doth  the  world  so  gloriously  behold, 
The  cedar-tops  and  hills  seem  burnished  gold. 

SHAKSPEARE. 

'  Didst  thou  ever  see  a  lark  in  a  cage  ?  Such  is  the  soul  in  the 
bbdy :  this  world  is  like  her  little  turf  of  grass ;  and  the  heaven 
o*er  our  heads,  like  her  iookingrglassi  onlyigives.us'a  know- 
ledge of  the  small  compass  of  our  prisoBZ-^&icAMf  of  itfaj^. 

Now  is  the  time  (says  the  elegant  writcfr  just 
quoted)  to  sow  the  seeds  of  most  of  the  annual ^Aoyr- 
ering  plants;  particularly  of  those  whioh  we  all  know 
and  love — such  as  sweet-pea,  the  most  feminfne  of 
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flowers — that  must  have  a  kind  hand  to  tend  its 
youth,  and  a  supporting  arm  to  cling  to  in  its  matu- 
rity, or  it  grovels  in  the  dust,  and  straggles  .away  in- 
to aji  unsightly  weed ;  and  mignonette,  with  a  name 
as  sweet  as  its  breath — that  loves^  within  a  gentle 
bosom  to  be  laid/  and  makes  haste  to  die  there,  lest 
its  white  lodging  should  be  changed ;  and  larkspur, 
trim,  gay,  and  bold — the  gallant  of  die  garden;  a^d 
Jiq)ine$,   blue  and  yellow  and  rose-coloured,  with 
tteir  winged  flowers  hovering  above  *  their  starry 
leaves :  and  a  host  of  others,  that  we  must  try  to 
characterize  as  they  come  in  turn  before  us. — Now, 
if  the  weather  be  mild,  we  have  the  bulbous-rooted 
flowers-— the  tulip,  beautiful  as  the  panther,  and  as 
proud,  standing  aloof  from  its  own  leaves;  and  the 
rich  hyacinth,    clustering  like  the  locks  of  Adam ; 
and    the  myriad-leaved  anemone ;     and  narcissm, 
pale  and  passion-stricken  at  the  sense  of  its  own 
sweetness. — Now,  too,  the  tender  green  of  Spring 
first  begins  to  peep  forth  from  the  straggliog  branches 
of  the  hedge-row  elder,  the  trim  lilac,  and  the  thin 
threads  of  the  stream-enamoured  willow— the  first  to 
put  on  its  spring-clothing,  and  the  last  to  leave  it  off. 
And  if  we  look  into  the  kitchen-garden,  there  too 
we  shall  find  ^ose  forest-trees   in  miniature,  the 
gooseberries  and  currants,  letting  their  leaves  and 
blossoms,   both  of  a  colour,   look  forth  together, 
hand-in-hand,  in  search  of  the  April  sun  before  it 
arrives.    It  will  be  well  if  these  early  adyenturers- 
forth  do  not  encounter  a  cutting  easterly  blast;  or, 
still  worse,  a  deceitful  breeze  that  tempts  them  to  its 
embraces  by  its  milder  breath,  only  to  shower  dis- 
eases upon  them.    But  if  they  will  be  out  on  the 
watch  for  Spring  before  she  calls  them,  they  must  be 
content  to  take  their  chance. 

How  beautiful  upon  this  verdant  bank 
The  sunshine  slumbers !  how  the  vernal  trees 
Expand  t)ieir  foliage  fresh  and  young !  how  clear 
..  Through  yonder  vale  glitters  the  silver  stream ! 
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How  pleMant  'tis  to  marie  the  lahomring  ploughs 

IVaTene  the  field,  and  leave  a  sable  track, 

While  merrilj  behind  the  driver  stalks, 

Wbistiiiig  in  thoughtless  vacancy  of  mind  ; 

The  small  (tr4i, .  as.it  were  a  holiday* 

Sing  forth,  with  carol  sweet,  from  every  boMgh ; 

And  larks,  ascending  to  the  cle^  blue  sky, . 

Sttflfiise  the  air  with  music.  d.  m.  hoir.. 

The  birds,  indeed^  are  for  once  in  the  year  as  busy 
as  the  be^  are  always.  They  are  getting  their 
houses  built>  and  seeing  tp  their  household  iaffairs, 
and  concluding  their  family  arrangements — that  wben 
the  sununer  an^  the  sunshine  are  fairly  come,  tliey 
may  have  notiliing  to  do  but  teach  their  children  the 
last  new  modes  of  flying  and  singing,  and  bp  ais 
happy  a^ — birds,  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  Now^ 
therefore,  as  in  the  last  month—they  l3tf^Te  but  lit- 
tle time  fo  sing  to  each  other ;  and  the  lark  has  the 
mojrning  ^y  all  fo  himself, 

7^  Skylark. 
When  day^s  bright  banner,  first  unfarled, 
From  darkness  frees  the  shrouded  world. 
The  skjflark,  singing  as  he  soans. 
On  the  fresh  air  his  carol  pours. 
But  tho'  to  heaven  he  wings  his  flight. 
As  if  he  loTod  those  realms  of  light. 
He  tudlLretorns  wiilh weary  wing 
On  earth  to  end  his  wandering*  . 

Aspiring  bird  I .  in  thee  1  find 
An  eJDblen^.  of  the  youthful  mini, 
Whose  earliest  yoice,  like  thine,  is  glv'n 
To  notes  of  joy  that  mount  to  heaven ; 
Bu^  f^^ered  by  the  toils  of  Itfe^ 
Its  sardld'oaces,  its;  bitter  strife-^ 
It  feelfS  itf  nol^le  efibrts  va|n, 
AvA  si^dljf  su^s  to  earth  a^in. 

Literary  Gazette, 

About  the  commencement  of  this  months  the  blipsr 
soms  of  the  yew-tree  (taxus  baccata)  make  their  ap- 
pearance^, rjendndii^g  us  that  *  in  the  midst  of  life  we 
are  in  death ;'  and  that  even  in  our  gayest  moments^ 
and  at  the  ofpemng  of  our  brightest  prospects^  we 
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should 'eter  bear  iiv  mind  that  He- who  |;aTe  ns  our 
beingrequires  OS  to  surrender  it  at  His  pleasure. 

To  «Ae  Yew-Tree. 

When  Fortime  smiled,  and  Nature's  charms  were^new, 

I  loVed  to  see  the  oak  majestic  tower, — 

I  loved  to  see  the  apple's  painted  flower, 
Bedropt  with  pencilled  tints  of  rosj  hae ; 
NoW)  i^ore  I  love  thee,  melancholy  Yew, 
Whose  still  green  leaves  in  solemn  silence  wave 
Above  the  peasant's  rude  unhonoured  grave, 
Which  oft  thou  moistenest  with  the  morning  dew. 
To  thee  the  sad,  to  thee  the  weary  fly; 
They  restin-peace  beneath  thy  sacred  ffloomy 
Thou  sole  compD^nion  of  the  lonely. tomb; 
No  leaves  but  thine  in  pity  o'er  them  sigh : 
I«o !  now  to  fancy's  gaase  thou  seem'st  to  spread 
Thy  shadowy  boughs  to  shroud  me  with  the  dead. 

LBYDBN. 

Each  succeeding^  week  pours  forth  fresh  beauties 
firom  the  lap  of  Hora^  and  furnished  the  botanist 
with  new  sources  of  delight.  Golden  tufts  of  crth- 
cuses,  expanding  their  corollas  to  receive  the  genial 
warmth  of  the  sun,  interspersed  with  pink  and  blue 
hepaticas,  and  the  garden  daisy,  with  its  little  tufts  of 
crimson  velvet,  united  with  tiie  blossoms  of  last 
months  greatly  ornament  our  flower. borders. 

Yet,  all  beneath  thV  unrivalled  rose, 
The  lowly  daisy  sweetlv  blows; 
Though  large  the  foresrs  monarch  throws 

His  army  shade. 
Yet  green  the  juicy  hawthorn  grows, 

Adown  the  glade.  burns. 

Our  little  m^odest  friend,  the  Alpine  wall-cress 
{aratis  dlpina}  has  not  yet  forsaken  us,  and,  though 
in  external  beauty  it  must  yield  the  palm  to  the  more 
gaudy  flowers  of  Flora's  train,  yet  it  is  endeared  to 
u&  from,  the  recollecuon  that  it  eidiyened  our  walks 
in  the  severity  of  winter,  when  the  rude  blasts  of 
Boreas. continue4  to  blow  with  undiminished  rieour* 
The  raezereon  is  putting  forth  its.  leaves,  una  the 
blossoms  of  the  peach  and  nectarine  trees  (amyjftfa- 
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SOD  of  its  appearance ;  peeping  forth  even  firoin  the 
retreating  snows  of  winter :  it  forms  a  happy  shade 
of  disthiction  between  the  deMeate  snowdrop  and  the 
flaming  ctocns. 

The  Primrose. 

I,  nm  iim  my,  eveDjpg  wali^ 

A  Utile  lonely  flower — 
Und^r  a  hollow  bank  it  grciw. 

Deep  in  a  moafiy  hQWfii. 

An  4Mk'8  gMii0d>  root^  IftMof  tbecaie, 

Witb.Gothio  fvofc-work  s|«ang^.  \ 
Whence jeweHed fern*,  and arnm teRVM, 

Andivy  gaifauida hung* 

And  close  beneath  came  sparkling  out, 

From  an  old  tree's  fallen  shell, 
A  UtUe.rilf,  thi^t  oKpt  aboat 

The  Lady  in  her  cell, 

A9ld  tJierfl,  iQ^thqi^g^t,  witb  l^tatM  gri^. 

She  seemed- to  sit.^i^i  look 
On  her  own  maiden  loyeliDess, 

t^aie  imaged  in  the  brook. 

No  other  flower,  np  rival,grc:w 

Beside  my  pensive  maid ; 
Shsidweltakmey  admsteriod nna» 

In  solitude  and  slfade., 

'  No  sun-beam  on  that  fairy  pool 
Darted  its  dazsliiig  light ; 
Only,  methought,  sope  clear  cold  star 
Might,  trembje  t|iere  atni^jht 

No  ruffling  wind  .conkL  reach  her  there — 

No  tffpf  mpihouf^t,  bat  i^9» 
Qr  ihe  ^ontag  lambs  that  came  to  diink 

Kad'Sfnedlier  aeoret  shrine. 

And'ttere  wm  pleasantness  to  me 
In  «iioli  bel^f^^-eold  eyes 

'  I  I  I  Ml        11         I  ,  III        I       M 

1 

'.  The  flowers  of  the  osmunda  regalu,  or  flowering-fern^   are   set,  j 

like  two  rows  of  jeifillery  on  the  under  si^es  of  the  leave*.    This'  , 

eleganipiawtbtoe*  m  July  md  August,  ai|d  is  ge&ftrally  found  on   ' 

•r^aji^at  llie  b«l^  and  AfFffi^  i^«o|a  jof  ojd  i^^. 
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That  slight  dear  Natajr^'s  SoveUneia 
Proraiie  her  mysteries. 

LoQg  time  I  looked  aod  linger^  th^r^ 

ADsorbed  ii|  still  delight ; 
My  spirits  drank  deep  anietness 

Id  #tth  that  quiet  sigiit«       Blaekwood^i  Ma^xme, 

iProtected  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  by 
our  green-houses,  roses,  hyacintihs,  heliotropes,  and 
geraniums,  are  now  in  fml  blossom,  regaling  the 
senses  with  their  varied  hues  and  rich  permmes,  and 
affording  to  the  eye  of  oontmnplation  the  lively  pic- 
ture  of  a  virtuous  mind,  which,  sheltered  by  ttie 
wans  of  a  good  conscieQQe>  is  able  to  withstand  the 
keen  blasts  of  afUction,  or  the  more  destructive 
blights  of  slander,  and,  under  the  smiles  of  an  ap« 

S roving  God,  blooms  with  redoubled  freshness,  shed- 
ing  its  balmy  sweets  on  all  around.  Yet,  amid 
tlids  attractive  scene  of  beautyji  will  thoughts,  like 
tbose  of  the  poet,  occasionally  present  themselves 
to  the  refliQctive  mind. 

The  flpwQTs  of  Spring  are  beantifiil. 

And  well  their  sight  may  cast 
Before  our  visions,  fresh  and  Ml, 

The  memory  of  the  past 

The^irit  alters :  ne'er  again 
.     Will/  lifef  re9tQre  thehomv 
Of  innocence,  whei^y  fifeeft^ynpaim 
Our  day  was  like  tie  flowers.  o.  M.  iioi|U 

Pl^odils,  yellow  aurioulas,  coltsfoot,  with  itsbrilU 
liwt^gold^  a^d  somqtime^  pink  or  silyoiy  Btars,  and 
llQWd^^tQugufl,  iffe  in  blossom  about  Sie  middle  of 
t^  Bionih.  To  America  we  are  indebted  fyt  a 
species  of  cawsUp  whi<^  flowem  in  March,  and 
whose  beautiful  rose-coloured  blossoms,  growing  in 
thick  branches  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  now  add  greatly 
to  the  beauty  of  our  gardens.  Whilst  our  attention 
is  attracted  by  the  more  gaudy  strangeiw  wiuch  ob- 
trude themselves  on  onr  observation,  we  mtist'not 
£bu1  to  notice  ttiat  emblem  of  virtue  in  retirements  the 
modest  vioht,  which  makes  its  appearance  0iis 
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month,  and  perfumes  die  air  with  its  delicion$ 
odoar.  The  character  of  the  violet  has  been  well 
exemplified  in  that  little  French  motto  *  Ilfaut  me 
diercheTy*  so  justly  applied  to  this  flower.  Violets 
have  been  the  favourite  theme  of  the  poets,  who 
have  named  them  ^  honours  of  the  flowery  meads,' 
and  *  pretty  daughters  of  the  earth  and  sun/  They 
are  also  thus  apostrophized:— 

Sireet  woiets^  thftt  spread 
Ybar  gra^ous  odours,  which  yon  coached  bear 

Witbin  your  paly  fkces^ 
Upon  the  gentle  wing  of  some  calm-breathipg  wind 

That  plays  amidst  tiie  plain. 

In  this  month,  black  ants  are  observed ;  the  black- 
bird and  the  turkey  lay;  and  house  pigeons  sit. 
The  greenfinch  sings ;  the  bat  is  seen  flitting  about ; 
and  the  viper  uncoils  itself  from  its  winter  sleep, 
llie  wheatear,  or  English  ortolan  (^ylvia  oenanthej, 
again  pays  its  annual  visit,  leavinig  England  in  $ep~ 
tember.  Those  birds  which  have  passed  the  winter 
in  England  now  take  their  departure  for  more  north* 
erly  regions ;  as  the  fieldfare,  the.red-wingy  and  the 
woodcock. 

On  the '20th,  the  vernal  equinox  takes  place,  and 
all  nature  feels  her  renovating  sway,  and  seems  to 
rejoice  at  the  retreat  of  winter. 

The  general  or  great  flow  of  sap  in  most  trees 
takes  pliice  in  this  month ;  this  is  preparatory  to  the 
expanding  of  the  leaves,  and  ceases  when  tbey  are 
OQt  The  ash  now  puts  forth  its  grey  buds;  and'tfae 
hotel  and  the  tm/Zou;  exhibit  some  signs  of  retuitaiiig 
fife* in  their  silky  enfolded  catkins. 

Now  hazel  c|itkins,  and  the  bursting  bads 

Of  the  fresh  willow,  whispered  '  spring  is  coming  ;* 
And  bullfinches  forth  flitting  from  the  woods, 
'  With'  their  rich  silver  voices }  and  the  humminic 
Of  a  new  wakened  bee  that  passed  ;<  and  broods 

Of  eyer-dancing  gnats,  again  consuming, 
In  pleasant  sun-light,  their  regiven  time ; 
*  And;  the  germa  sweMng  ih  the  red  shoots  of  the  liilie: 
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^11  these  w^re  telM^'les  of  far  brighter  bourm 

That  had  been,  and  again  were  on  their  way ; 
The  breaking  forth  of  green  things,  and  of  flowers, 

From  the  earth's  breast;  from  bank  and  qaickening  spray 
Dews,  bads,  and  blossoms;  and  in  woodland  bowers. 

Fragrant  and  fresh,  fqU  many  a  sweet  bird's  lay. 
Sending  abroad,  from  the  exnltant  spnng, 
To  every  living  heart  a  gladsome  welcoming. 

Homtfs  F^est  Minstrel. 

Aboat  the  middle  of  tbei  laoutb,  the  Bed  ciinraiii 
is  in  leaf,  llie  buds  of  tb^  n!»d  lilac  appear,  and  the^ 
leaves  of  the  thornless  rose  and  of  the  hawthorn, 
are  gia4u9dly  becomipg  d^t^rtninatQ.  The  field 
daisy  is  now  s^en  scattered  over  dry  pastures. — ^ 
See  a  beautiful  poejin  by  JIfr,  MontgwiMty,  i^  our 
last  volume,  p.  87. 

'the  putting  and  isomng  of  porsst  trbss  is 
generally  concluded  in  this  n^onth.  The  mixing 
of  fir-trees  with  o^l^  (except  in  very  sheltered  situa*- 
tions)  U  now  frequently  adopted  by  the  planter. 
From  a  variety  of  experiments  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  C^mijpiissioners  oC  hi^  Majesty's  WaopH 
and  FoHBSTS^  a^  Xi^nd  REVENU£S%it  appears  that 
wheireoa^s  bav§  been  mixed  .with  firs,  the  former 
have  derived  sp  much  benefit  from  the  sheljberaf^ 
forded  by  the  Ijatter^  that  in  almost  all  oases  ^ 
o^s  iiave  so  far  outgrown  their,  ndghbours  as  com*^ 
pletely  to  obviate  any  objections  that  might  be  made 
to  ti;ii(e^  j)^an1;ing  of  firs  on  account  of  llieir  supposed 
injury  to  the  b^eauty  of  the  forest  scenery.  The 
mos^t  watchful,  attention^  however,  will  be  required 
to  tfaiii  oxkt  the  firs>  before  they  either  overgxow 
the  pa^^  o^  draw  l^em  up  to  a  height  dispropor*. 
tioned  to  the  strength  of  the  «tem,  and  sucm  tiikt- 
nings  niust  be  executed  il9i  the  first  instance,  without 
regard  being  had  to  the  whole  of  the  produce,  which» 
for  a,  few  years,  would  probably  hot  defray  their  ex- 
penses. 

'  fourth  Trieonlnl  Report  of  the  Commif sioners,  fol.  18^. 
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We  have  much  pleasure  in  stating,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  very  active  measures  taken  by  the 
Commissioners,  within  the  last  few  years,  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Royal  Forests,  and  of  the  pur- 
chase  of  Freehold  Lands  applicable  to  the  growth  of 
oaky  the  whole  extent  of  land  belonging  to  the 
Crown,  now  actually  in  timber  or  young  plantations, 
amounts  to  51,627  acres ;  and  from  some  new  inclo^ 
sores  to  be  made  in  New,Dean,  and  Woolmer  Forests, 
it  is  expected  that  11,000  acres  may  yet  be  added  to 
this  amount. 

Such  are  the  beneficial  results  (as  it  respects  the 
growth  of  Navy  Timber)  of  the  science  and  industry 
displayed  by  the  Commissioners  in  the  execution  of 
the  important  task  committed  to  their  care.  Having 
carefully  perused  their  different  triennial  Reports,  we 
cheerfully  give  our  humble  testimony  to  their  meri*- 
tortous  and  unceasing  labours  for  the  attainment-  of 
this  great' national  object. 

The '  Commissioners,  however,  have  not  confined 
dieir  attention  to  matters  of  utility  only :  with  a 
view  of  ultimately  restoring  and  perpetuating  the 
scenery  and  enjoyment  to  tiie  public  of  the  Royal 
Parks  of  Richmond,  Hampton-Court,  Bushy,  and 
6reemvich,iikey  have  caused  a  special  survey  to  be 
made  of  these  parks ;  and  a  great  number  of  the  trees 
being  found  to  be  in  a  state  of  progressive,  and  many 
of  t^em  of  r^pid  decay,  a  competent  sum  of  money 
is  now  annually  appropriated  towards  stocking  Hiem 
with  young  and  growing  trees.  In  Windsor  Great 
Park,  plantations  to  a  considerable  extent  had  been 
made  by  the  command  and  under  the  direction  of 
his  late  Majesty,  and  these  have  been  recently  ex- 
tended under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners. 
In  Hyde  Park  also  similar  improvements  have  been 
made  by  the  Ranger,  under  the  direction  of  -  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

Among  the  magnificent  ornaments  of  our  metro* 
polls,  commenced  under  the  auspices  of  his  pre- 


y  Google 


FOH  MARCH  1823.  93 


sent  Majesty^  while  Reg^t,  the  Rbgbnt's  Park 
ranks  high  in  point  of  ntiUty  as  well  as.  beauty, 
and  is  an  invaluable  addition  to  the  comforts  and 
the  pleasures  of  those  who  reside  in  the  north-west 
quaiter  ojf  jLondon^  It  is  no  small  praise  to  the  Com- 
missi0aers  of  Woods  and  Forests  to  say,  that  this 
Park  is  under  their  especial  direction ;  and  although, 
froaathe  various  difficulties  they  have  necessarily  en* 
countered,  they  have  jiot  been  enabled  to  carry  into 
executioB  ev^ry  part  of  their  intended  plan,  they 
have  done  enough  to  entitie  them  to  the  lasting 
thanks  of  a  grateful  public.  A  j:^arAr  like  a  city  is 
not  made  in  a  day  ;  and  to  posterity  it  must  be  left 
fully  to  appreciate  the  merits  of  those  who  designed 
and  superintended  this  delightful  metropolitan  im- 
provement'. 

In  March,  trouts  begin  to  rise,  and  blood  worms 
appear  in  the  water.  The  clay  hair-worm  is  found 
at  the  bottom  of  drains  and  ditches  (see  T.  T.  for 
1833.  p.  85),  and  the  water-flea  may  be  seen  gliding 
about  upon  the  surface  of  sheltered  pools. — See  our 
last  volume,  p.  88. 

The  equinoctial  gales  are  usually  most  felt,  both 
by  sea  and  land,  about  this. time* 

The  smelt  begins  to  ascend  rivers  to  spawn,  when 
they  are  taken  in  great  abundance.  The  gannets  or 
Soland  geese  resort  in  March  to  the  Hebrides,  and 
other  rocky  isles  of  North  Britain,  to  make  tiieir 
nests  and  lay  their  eggs. 

Black  beeties.may  now  be  observed  flying  about 
in  the  evening ;  and  bats  issue  from  their  places  of 
concealment.    Boach  and  dace  float  ^near  the  sur- 

*  See  a  plan  of  the  Regent's  Park  in  the  Fmvrth  Triennial  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  ;  and  to  this  valuable 
document  we  must  refer  for  much  important  information  respecting 
the  New  Street,  and  the  great  improvement  in  tJie.  Revenues  of  the 
Crown,  since  the  Estates  have  been  under  the.direction  of  the  Com- 
missioners :— 'but  this  is  nothing. to  the  prospective  increase  in  the 
amount  of  the  rents^  which  (graces.^  Messrs*  Arbuthnot,  Adams, 
an.d  pawkins )  4s,  said  to,  be  immense  ! 
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face  of  the  water^  and  ilport  about  in  parsoit  of  in* 
sects.  Peas  appear  alKive  gi^otmfl;  the  sea«>i»le 
(^crambe  marUhna)  now  begins  to  sprout*  The  male 
blossoms  of  the  yew-tree  expand  tind  discharge  ttoir 
farina.  Sparrows  are  busily  employed  in  forming 
their  nests.  Young  otters  are  produced^  and  joting 
lambs  are  yeaned  this  month. 

About  the  end  of  March^  a  brimstone-colotsred 
butterfly  (papitio  rhamni)  appears. 

The  Cnpranchised;  or  the  BtrrxERFLY's  First  Flight. 
Thou  hast  burst  from  thy  prison, 

Bright  child  of  the  air, 
Like  a  spirit  just  risen 

From  its  mansion  of  care. 

Thou  art  joyously  winging 

Thy  first  ardent  flig;ht. 
Where  the  gay  lark  is  singing 

Her  notes  of  delight: 

Where  the  san-beams  are  ihroWing 

Their  glories  on  thine, 
THl  thy  colours  are  ^fiowing  / 

With  tints  more  divine. 

Tfa^n,  tasting  new  pleasure 

In  Summer's  greeur bowers. 
Reposing  at  .leisure 

On  frefth^^pened  ffowers  ; 

Or  deligbited  to  hover 

Around' them  to  see 
Whofte  charms,  airy  rover, 

Bloom  sweetest  for  thee; 

And  fondly  inhaling 

Their  fragrance,  till  day  -  I 

From  thy  bright  eye  is  failing 

And  fading  away. 

Then  seeking  some  blossom 
"WMcb  looks  to' the  west, 
Thou  dost  find  in  its  bosom  , 

Sweet  shelter  and  rest;  ' 

Afid  Uiere  dost  betake- thee 

Tm  daricness  isVer, 
And  the  sun-beikilli^  awake  thcc 

To  pleasure  once  more.  | 

New  M&tiMy*'JUk§aieine.      \ 
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DESCRIPTION  q/- CULINARY  VEGETABLES. 

[Continued  from  page  60.] 

B  B  KT  (beta  vulgaris) . — This  root  takes  its  name  from 
the  form  of  its  seed  vessel,  which,  when  swollen  with 
seed,  assumes  the  form  of  the  second  letter  of  the 
Greek  alphabet.  It  is  a  native  of  the  sea  coast  of 
the  soathem  parts  of  Earope.  The  green-leaved  sort 
is  the  most  esteemed,  the  roots  being  the  largest  and 
tenderest.  The  larger  the  roots  grow,  the  tenderer 
they  will  be ;  and  the  deeper  their  colour,  the  more 
they  are  esteemed.  The  roots  of  the  red  beet  are 
sliced,  and  eaten  cold  by  themselves,  and  in  salads, 
or  boiled  and  baked.  In  Holland,  a  great  deal  of 
this  esculent  root  is  used  by  the  common  people, 
and  it  is  hawked  about  the  streets  ready  boiled. 
Beet  root  is  also  used  in  comfitnres>  to  garnish 
dishes,  and  as  a  pickle.  This  species  is  frequently 
sown  with  carrots,  pi^r^nips,  or  onions;  but  unless 
those  crops  can  be  removed  in  time,  it  will  be  better 
to  sow  the  beet  separately.  It  requires  a  de^p,  light 
soil;  and  the  seeds  should  be  sown  in  March,  but  the 
plants  should  not  be  left  nearer  than  a  foot  apart. 
They  will  be  fit  for  use  in  ftutumn,  and  continue 
good  all  the  winter.  The  seed  will  ripen  in  Sep- 
tember, when  (he  stalks  should  be  cut  off,  and  spread 
on  mats  to  dry,  and  afterwards  threshed,  cleaned, 
and  put  up  in  bags  for  use. 

The  wmte  beet  {beta  dcla)  is  prinqipally  cul- 
tivated for  its  leaves  and  stalks,  the  former  being 
boiled  all  spinach,  or  put  into  soup^;  and  the  latter, 
with  the  mid-rib  of  the  leaC  being  eaten  as  aspa- 
rs^s.  Upon  the  coatinent>  the  beet  is  never  served 
without  having  been  previously  boiled  or  baked 
under  hot  ash^  or  in  an  qv^n.  A  good  sugcor  may 
be  obta^ied  from^  the  juice  of  the  fresh  roots,  which 
led  3ao&apairte,  when  be  refosed  admission  to  co^ 
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lonial  products  into  France^  to  hope  that  he  should 
be  enabled  to  extract  sugar  enough  out  of  this  plant 
to  supply  his  then  extensive  empire.  He  was  disap- 
pointed, and  was  well  ridiculed  in  one  of  the  cari- 
catures of  the  time,  representing  his  son,  the  then 
infant  king  of  Rome,  in  the  lap  of  his  nurse,  nibbling 
at  a  large  beet  root,  with  this  motto — *  Mangez,  man- 
gez  mon  roi,  voire  papa  dit  que  c'est  du  mere.  Eat, 
eat  on,  my  king;  your  papa  says  it  is  sugar !' 

The  variety  called  mangold-wiirzel  also  aflFords 
sugar,  and  is  much  esteemed  for  feeding  cattle. 

Broccoli. -~6fe€  Cabbage. 

Brussels'  Sprouts.— &e  Cabbage. 

Cabbage  {brassica  oferacea).— This  most  useful 
vegetable  may  be  found  wild  upon  the  southern 
shores  of  Great  Britain.  It  may  also  be  seen  in 
great  profusion  along  the  base  of  the  cliffs  below  the 
castle  at  Dover,  and  is  particularly  interesting  to  the 
botanist,  as  the  parent  of  the  long  list  of  cultivated 
cabbages,  kale,  broccoli,  and  cauliflower.  Through'^ 
out  the  winter  season,  many  of  the  common  people 
use  this  primary  cabbage  as  a  pot  herb.  By  some 
persons,  early  in  the  spring,  this  sea  cabbage,  or 
kale,  is  preferred  to  the  cultivated  sorts,  but  it  re- 
quires to  be  boiled  in  two  waters  to  take  away  the 
saltness. — See  Sea-Kale. 

The  varieties  of  the  cabbage  may  be  reduced  into 
three  general  divisions.  The  first  comprehends  those 
which  grow  in  the  natural  way,  without  forming  the 
leave's  or  stalks  into  ahead,  such  are  the  sea  cabbage, 
kale,  or  wild' colewort,  already  named,  the  green 
colewort,  the  borecoles,  and  the  turnip  cabbage. 
This  may  be  again  divided  into  the  wild  cabbage 
with  broad  leaves,  and  an  even  stem;  the  tiimip 
cdibbage,  with  broad  leaves  and  a  protuberant  stem ; 
and  the  borecoles,  with  fine  cut  leaves  and  an  even 
stem.  The  s^co^df  division  includes  all  that  f6rm  the 
leaves  into  a  head,  as  the  white  and  red  cabbages, 
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apd  the  savoys*     This  takes  in  all  the  cabbages 
coaunQnly   so  called;   as   the  red,    the  numerous 
varieties  of  the  white>  the  sugar  loaf,  the  foreign 
musky  the  small  Russia,  the  large  sided,  the  early, 
the  flat-topped,  the  Yorkshire,  Scotch,  American, 
and  all  those  with  crimpled  leaves.    The  third  con- 
tains those  .which  form  their  stalk  into  a  head,  as  the 
cauliflower,  and  the  different  varieties  of  broccoli. 
The  common  colewort  is  indeed  the  best  able  to 
resijsft  the  cold  in  severe  winters,  but  is  not  good  till 
pinched  by  frost,  and,  during  open  winters,  is  quite 
useless.    The  sugar-loaf  kind  will  furnish  the  sweet- 
est vegetables  yet  known,  from  December  till  April. 
The  .heading    cabbage    is    chiefly   cultivated    for 
pickling;  the  common  white,  flat,  long  sided,  and 
savoy,  for  winter  use.     The  musk  cabbage,  now 
almost  lost,  is  one  of  the  best  sorts.     It  may  be 
known  by  its  agreeable  musky  scent,  and  the  crisp- 
ness.and  tenderness  of  the  leaves.    The  early  and 
sugar-loaf  sort  are  generally  sown  for  summer  use, 
ai^  are  commonly  called  Michaelmas  cabbages.  Sow 
th^^  at  the  end  of  July,  when  they  have  got  eight 
leaves,  prick  thein  into  beds,  transplant  them  for 
good  in  October,  weed  and  earth  them  up  in  April, 
and  in  Hay  they  will  be  fit  for  use.     The  white 
cabbage  is  tibe  most  putrescible,  and  the  red  the  most 
emollient.     The  Germans  cut  cabbages  in  pieces, 
and,  with  some,  aromatic  herbs  and  salt,  press  them 
close  in  a  tub,  where  they  soon  ferment,  and  are 
then,  eaten  under  the  name  of  sour  krout.    In  this 
state  they  are  recommended  as  a  preservative  against 
the.  sea  scurvy,  and  are  undoubtedly  beneficial.    The 
colewort  seeds  should  be  sown  in  July,  in  an  open 
spot « of  ground,  and  transplanted  as  soon  as  the 
leavra  aire  two  or  three  inches  broad  into  rows  a  foot 
sunder,  and  six  inches  distant  in  the  rows;  which 
may  be  drawn,  alternately  for  coleworts,  and  the  re- 
mainder, left  to  cabbage.     To  continue  them   for 
spring  drawing,  they  should  be  sown  again  at  the  be 
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grinning  of  Aagoat  The  white,  red,  and  fiat  long- 
sided  cabbages  mast  be  sown  at  the  end  of  March, 
in  good  fresh  earth.  In  May,  when  they  hare  eight 
leaves,  transplant  them  into  shady  borders,  and 
finally  remove  them  in  June  to  where  they  are  to  re- 
main. Some  of  them  will  be  fit  for  ase  soon  afler 
Michaelmas,  and  in  moderate  winters  wfll  continue 
so  till  February.  The  savoys  require  the  same  treat- 
ment, but  are  the  better  for  being  pinched  by 
frost. 

Cabbages  of  all  Boris,  says  the  merrily^-eruditc 
annotator  upon  the  Tabella  Cibaria,  playing  a  prin- 
cipal part  in  the  porridge  and  oilier  dishes,  and  hold- 
ing eminent  situations  among  the  dwamatu  pers&ruB, 
from  the  first  act  to  the  catastrophe^  in  the  entertain- 
ment of  a  good  dinner,  deserve  to  be  porticulatly 
mentioned.  The  Romans  are-  said  to  have  brought 
into  France  ttie  use  of  Hie  green  and  red  ones,  which 
they  had  received  from  Egypt.  But,  upon  looking 
more  intimately  into  the  case,  it  appears  that  the 
white,  brassica  migrated  from  ttie  northern  regions  to 
Italy.  Indeed,  the  horticular  art:of  obtaining  ttiat 
round  and  close  form,  which  disUngaishes  some 
species  of  ttiis  useful  plant,  does  not  seem  to  date  far- 
ther back  than  the  age  of  Charlems^;ne.  Tlie  bigness 
and  rotundity  of  that  head  gave  origin  to  the  name. 
Cabna  from  eoipiil,  and  cabbage,  evidently  from 
cabust  with  the  Italian  augmentative  accio  or  aggio — 
cabbaggio. 

The  red  cabbage  stewed  in  veal  broth  is  accounted 
upon  the  continent  a  specific  cure  against  pulmonary 
complaints,  and  what  is  here  called  consumption. 
For  this  purpose  red  cabbage  is  especially  cultivated 
in  French  kitchen  gardens;  to  which,  in  the  cooking, 
pistachios  and  calrs  lights  are  added.  This  reminds 
us  of  an  anecdote  which  passed  currait  at  the  time 
we  heard  it:  a  young  Roman  calholic  clergyman, 
rector  of  a  country  parish,  was  called  upon  to  preach 
a  sermon  upon   a  grand  solemnity^  at  which  the 
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bishop  of  tibe.  diocese,  a  cardinal,  appeared  in  the 
Roman,  purple,  sorroimded.  by  his  clergy  in  their 
white  srarpUces.  The  preacher  perfoimed  his.task  to 
the  approbation,  of  every  one.  After  the  ceremony, 
his  eminence,  meeting  him,  seemed  to  wonder  at  his 
not  having  4>een  abashed  when  in  the  presence  of  a 
cardinal*  in  the  ftill  blaze  of  his  red.  paraphernalia. 
The  simple  and  honest  clergyman  replied:  ^Your 
eminence  will  cease  to  wonder,  when  you  know  that 
I  learnt  my  discourse  by  heart  in  my  garden,  and 
nsed  to.  practise  declamation  before  a  plot  of  white 
cabbages,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  a  red  one/— 
A  preferment  was  the  riewardof  this  witty  answer. 

There  was  a  very  curious  superstition  among  the 
antients  concerning  this  plant.  Athenaeus  says  they 
used  to  swear  by  ^Qie prophetic  cabbage,'  but  why  it 
was  so  called  no  one  can  discover.  Eupolis,  quoted 
by:  AthensBus,  goes  further :  he  introduces  this  friendly 
formula  of  compellation,  '  By  the  sacred  cabbage  I 
do  love  yon,'  and  suspects  this  oath  to  have  Seen  pe- 
culiar to  Ionia.  It  is  not  very  easy  to  gUjess.  why 
superstition  should  have  been  attached  to  one  of  the 
most  vulgar,  plants  of  tfie  kitchen  garden :  for  what 
has  the  monstrous  head  of  a  cabbage  to  do  with  the 
godhead?  . 

[To  be  continocd.] 


APRIL  is  derived  from  Aprilis,  of  aperio,  I  open ; 
because  the  earth  in  this  month  begins  to  open  her 
bosom  for  the  production  of  vegetables. 

ilematlud)le  3a;rai 

/n  APRIL  1825. 
1.— GOOD  FRIDAY. 

Holy  Friday,  or  the  Friday  in  Holy  Week,  was 
its  inore  imtient  and  general  appellation ;  (he  name 
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O0od  Friday  IB  iKNraliar  to  the  Eogliali  Olraroh«< — 
It  vms  observed  aa  a  day  of  extraordiMry  defivtioii. 
Botej  Vfith  CTOflses  upon  tiiein>  are  uaaaUy  eatot  in 
London  and  some  other  places  on  thim  day,  at  breaks 
fast*. 

1. — ALL^  or  AU.IJ»  FOOLa'  l>AYf 

On  this  day  erery  body  strives  to  make  as  many 
fools  as  be  can,  and  spoiled  ebildren  make  ^fools'  of 
tbeir mamas  and  papas;  whkh is  bnt  £ur,  seeing 
that  the  said  mamas  and  papas  retntn  the  compli* 
ment  during  the  rest  of  llie  year.^Sea  T.  T.  for  TiiSaSS, 
p.  90* 

2. — BAaTBR.  BVBi. 

The  resnrrectioD  is  celebrated  tfaismorniBg  by  the 
Simnish  Catb^ics^  with  im  aaliapation  of  nearly 
fbvDt  and  twentv  hoar»^  yet  fissiting  ia  conthiued  tHl 
midnight,  the  beginning  of  Srni^t  The  celebra* 
tion  of  this  festival  at  Swilk  is  deaoiibed  in  ovt  laai 
volnme>  p.  105. 

d.-^BA8TBB   DAY« 

Eastor  is  s^led  by  the  fatfaeia  the  higheiA  of  all 
festivals,  the  least  of  feasts,  tlie  qoeen  o£  fbstivalff> 
and  Bondnka  OmudU^  the  joyous  Sunday.  A  very 
singular  custom  formerly  prevailed  at  Lostwiflnel 
in  Cornwall  on  this  day :  see  T.  T.  for  1822^  p;  108*. 
8«— RICHARD,  Bishop. 

Richard,  snnManedde  TFteJbSi  fimn  a  place  in  Wor^ 

*  A  very  curioas  accMint  of  the  Modem  ceremonies  ftt  Rome, 
with  a  particular  description  of  the  lUtiminattd  Crou  of  St.  PeUr% 
may  be  seen  in  T.T.  for  1822,  pp«  94-99  ;  and  a  description  of  the 
|iMim€«  still  performed  at  Rome  on  this  day,  and  of  the  celebration 
of  Good  Friday  at  JerutdUm  in  1S30,  in  T.  T.  for  1898,  pp,  66-68.—* 
A  notice  of  an  antient  custom  in  Durham  Cathedral  on  Oodd  Friday, 
and  a  full  account  of  the  ceremonies  on  this  day  in  iSjiam,  may  be 
seen  in  our  last  volume,  pp.  100-105. 

^  Of  the  splendid  ceremonies  at  Rome  on  Easter  Sunday,  a  par- 
ticular account  is  given  in  T.  t.  for  iSSkK,  pp.  104-107.  the  oe^ 
remonies  of  the  Greek  church  at  Jeru$4dem  are  noticed  in  T.  T.  for 
1823,  pp.  71-74;  as  is  also  the  Russian  celebration  of  Easter  in  p. 
YO.««Some  antient  English  customs  on  this  day  are  described  in  our 
l«tfc  v»lnme,  p«  107. 
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cestirshifa  where  be  wm  horn,  was  educated  at  the 
Uah^roities  of  Oxford  and  Paris«  He  was  as  Te^ 
markable  for  bis  learning  and  diligence  in  preaching, 
as  he  was  for  integrity* 

4.'— SAINT  AMBROSE* 

Our  saint  was  bom  abont  tim  year  840^  and  was 
educated  in  his  father's  palace,  who  was  Praetorian 
Prefect  of  Gaul.  He  converted  the  celebrated  St. 
Aogpstine  to  the  faith,  and,  at  his  baptism,  composed 
that  divine  hymn,  so  well  known  in  the  church  by 
the  name  of  Te  Deum.    He  died,  aged  fifty-seven. 

4,  6. — BAStER  MONDAY   AND  TUESDAY. 

An  account  of  some  cnrions  customs  on  these  days 
in  different  parts  of  England  will  be  found  in  T.T. 
for  1822,  p.  107 :  see  also  our  volume  for  1823,  p.  75. 
For  an  admirable  picture  of  the  BasiBT  week  of  a 
London  holiday-maker,  see 'The  Monttis,'No.  IV,  in 
the  New  Monthly  Magazine  for  April  1834. 

10.— LOW  SUNDAY. 

It  was  a  custom  among  the  primitiYe  Clnristians, 
on  the  first  Sunday  after  Eiftsterndiay,  to  repeat  some 
part  of  the  solemnity  of  that  grand  fiKrtiTal ;  whence 
this  Sunday  took  the  name  of  Low  Skmddy,  being  ce- 
lebrated a^  a  feast,  fho«^h  in  a  lower  ikfgtte. 

*18.  1824.^JAN^  TAYIidR   MUD, 

One  Of  Ihe  contributors  to  the  *  Associate  Min^ 
strels,'  and  authoress  of '  Display/  and  severid  oUier 
works  of  high  reputation^ 

♦17.  1756.— dfeORdBf  REDBRICK  0OO&fi,THECBLE» 

BAATED  TRAGEDIAN,   BORN. 

*18.  1797. — RICHARD   RYAN   BORN, 

Author  of  the  Essay  on  Sacred  Poetry  at  tfie  com- 
mencement of  this  volume^  He  received  part  of  his 
education  at  St.  Paul's  school.  He  was  bred  a  book- 
seller by  his  father,  who  kept  a  latge  establishment 
iii  Oxford  Street,  for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  but 
on  (is  deathi  which  happened  in  July  1318,  the  sub- 
ject of  &ts  brief  sketch  quitted  trade  for  pursuits 
more  congenial  to  his  genius  and  inclinations.    He 
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is  the  author  of  ''A  Biographical  Dictionary  of  the 
Worthies  of  Ireland/  in  2  thick  vols.  8vo.  '  Eight 
Ballads  on  the  Fictions  of  the  Ancient  Irish :  and 
other  Poems ;'  and  a  Tolnme  published  lately,  en- 
titled 'Poems  on  Sacred  Subjects"/ 

From  this  last  work  we  select  the  following,  which 
we  think  our  readers  wiU  admire,  both  for  its  un- 
affected piety  and  its  uncommon  harmony  of  versi- 
fication. 

When  Twilight  slowly  spreads  her  veil 
.0*er  Nature's  world  of  earth  asd  sea, 
.    And  orbs  of  light  through  aetlier.  sail. 

Then,  Lord,  ril  breathe  my  prayers  to  thee. 
At  that  still  hour  Til  seek  some  spot, 

Where  village  hind  hath  never  trod, 
And  there  'twill  be  my  blissful  lot 
To  search  my  heart,  and  praise  my  God. 

•  .     Not  kings,  on  whose  imperial  heads 
The  golden  crowns  of  power  rest, 
Though  blest  with  all  that  Nature  sheds 
For  man's  delight  in  East  or  West ;— ^ 
Feel,  'mid  their  bright  ephemeral  power. 

One  little  minute  like  to  him, 
'  Who,  at  the  silent  twilight  hour, 

Breathes  to  the  Lobd  his  grateful  hymn. 

Many  of  oi^r  ypung  author's  effusions  are  (as  might 
be  conjectured)  aijiatory;  and  the  following  light 
soDg,  transcribed  from  anLppera  in  MS.  proyes  how 
agreeably  he  can  indite  ballads : — 

'Twas  a  garden  where  Love,  was  eternally  straying, 

Where  Beauty  came  in  as  he  ran  wild  about. 
And  just  as  his  godship  his  gambols  was  playing, 

She  let  fall  the  latch  and  he  couldn't  get  out;. 
Fast  to  a  rose*bush  the  gay  maiden  tied  him. 

In  spite  of  each  sweet  little  prayer  he  could  say. 
And,  placing  his  bow  and  his  quiver  beside  him. 

She  laughed  at  the  god,  and  she  rambled  away. 

Drear  Winter  came  on,  and  its  surliest  weather 
Soon  withered  young  Love  and  the  Rose  of  my  song ; 

But  when  Summer  shone  round  they  sprang  up  together, 
And  Love  was  exhaled  the  sweet  rose-tree  among ; 

*  He  also  edited  and  superintended  the  pul^Ucation  of  the  Boa. 
{:<$].  Leicester  Stanhope's  Letters  from  Greece  in  1833  and  1SS4. 
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Revenged  was  the  boy  on  tfais  aymph  of  the  bowel*. 
For  every  light  rose  in  a  nosegay  she  wove; 

And  ffave  it — she  found,  in  the  very  same  hour, 
What  she*d  given  m  friendship  was  taken  as  /ooe. 

As,  however,  beauties  are  more  discernible  when 
they  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  surrounded  by  con- 
trasts, we  have  thought  it  advisable  to  foUow  up 
this  lively  chanson  by  one  of  an  opposite  description, 
selected  from  the  first  volume  of  Poems  Mr.  B.  ever 
published,  and  which  we  think  admirably  blends  the 
beautiful  with  the  pathetic. 

Forget  thee ! — ^In  my  banquet  balls, 

Go  ask  my  fellow  men, 
Or  ask  the  tear  that  secret  falls, 

If  I  forget  thee  then. 
The  midnight  hoars,  with  songs  and  wine, 

I  ever  shared  with  thee ; 
The  midnight  hours,  they  still  are  thine. 

And  fatal  memory. 

Forget  thee ! — In  the  mirthful  dance, 

T%ere  steals  some  eye-beam*s  ray 
Like  thine — that  makes  me  with  its  glance 

Turn  swift  in  tears  away. 
Go  ask  my  minstrels,  when  they  breathe 

The  verse,  the  poef  s  pen 
Which  each  Parnassan  sweet  hath  wreathed, 

If  I  forget  thee  then? 

Forget  thee ! — Oh !  there  is  but  one 

Con  Id  from  my  memory  chase 
Each  sweet  charm  I  have  gazed  upon. 

Each  softly  winning  grace. 
To  be  that  one's  my  first,  first  vow, 

I  pledged  with  infant  breath, 
And  he  comes  to  demand  me  now ; 

Thy  rival,  love, — u  death. 

Forget  thee!— When  my  foneral  urn 

Thy  tearftd  gase  shall  meet. 
And  eensers  oi  aroma  born. 

Exhaling  at  my  feet : 
When  winds  and  storms  careering  sweep 

Unheeded  o'er  my  breast, 
And  cypress  waves— then  torn  and  weep. 

And  own  my  love's  at  rest 

.  He  is  the  author  of  many  anonymous  pieces  in 
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both  prose  and  .verse,  and  the  I'eader  will  find  several 
of  his  poetic  effusions  (with  his  name  attached  there- 
to) scattered  throughout  our  last  and  present  vo* 
lume.  Tragedy,  Farce,  and  Opera,  have  also  pro- 
ceeded from  his  pen,  but  not  being  possessed  of  that 
interest  by  which  pieces  are  usually  *  brought  out,' 
the  public  have  been  saved  the  labour  of  forming  a 
judgment  of  Mr.  Ryan's  abilities  as  a  dramatic 
writer.  We  now  conclude  this  brief  notice,  and  think 
we  cannot  do  better  than  take  our  leave  in  poetry  ; 
we  therefore  republish  some  lines  of  Mr.  Ryan's  oh 
a  domestic  event,  which  appeared  in  an  Irish  paper 
of  January  30,  1823. 

Lines  to  a  new-born  Infant. 

YouVe  welcome,  my  Babe,  as  your  €yes  hail  the  light. 

Each  feeling^  that's  grateful  is  mine  ; 
And  if  wishes  can  bring  thee  a  life  of  delight, 

Those  wishes,  my  Babe,  shall  be  thine. 

Oh !  once  In  a  garden,  a  Dial  I  fonnd» 

And  all  its  deep-sculptured  hours 
In  Roses  were  bosomed,  with  blossoms  were  crowned, 

And  Time  fled  for  ever  'raid  flowers. 

Obscured  by  these  yielders  of  fragrance  at  night, 

And  as  equally  hid  through  the  day, 
Was  this  Dial — none  by  it  could  guess  at  the  flight 

Of  old  Time,  as  he  wandered  away. 

Oh !  thus,  like  the  Dial,  I'd  see  thy  years  steal. 

And  as  laden  with  joy  wish  thy  hours, 
Or,  if  Time  wordd  be  felt,  IM  but  wish  .thee  to  feel, 

That  his  pathway,  like  thine,  was  through  flowers. 

»18.   1824. — EDWARD  JONES   DIED, 

Bard  to  his  Majesty  as  Prince  of  Wales ;  he  was 
nearly  the  last  of  the  race  of  Welsh  Bards,  and  per- 
haps the  most  distinguished  performer  on  the  harp  of 
his  day.  Mr.  Jones  was  the  author  of  many  musical 
works,  and  of  some  publications  of  singular  curiosity. 

19.— SAINT   ALPHEGE. 

A  native  of  England,  Alphege  was  j&xsi  Abbot  of 
Bath,  then  Bishop  of  Winchester  in  the  year  984, 
a,nd  twelve  years  afterwards,  Archbi^op  of  Canter- 
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bary.  After  seven  months'  miserable  imprisonment 
by  the  Danes,  the  good  Archbishop  was  stoned  to 
death  at  Greenwich. 

♦19.  1824.— LORD   BYRON   DIED,  MT.  36! 

As  the  various  particulars  of  Lord  Byron's  life 
are  so  well  known,  and  have  been  so  often  repeated 
(see  particularly  a  Memoir  in  the  Mrror,  vol.  iii. 
No.  LXXXV,  and  a  Supplementary  No.),  we  slmll 
not  stop  to  enumerate  them,  but  present  our  readers 
with  an  account  of  his  last  illness  and  death,  as  con- 
tained in  a  letter  dated  MissolonghU  April  28,  from 
an  intimate  friend  of  his  lordship's  to  the  Hon.  Col. 
Lbycestbr  Stanhope,  in  his  'Letters  from  Greece 
in  1823  and  1824/  just  published)'.  Of  the  lamented 
subject  of  this  Memoir,  the  writer  says  '  He  had  his 
frailties,  but  he  only  wanted  a  little  excitement  to 
awaken  and  put  forth  virtues  that  redeemed  them  all : 
he  was  an  only  child,  early  an  orphan,  the  world 
adopted  him  and  spoiled  him— his  conceptions  were 
so  noble  when  his  best  elements  were  aroused,  that 
we,  his  friends,  considered  it  pure  inspiration.  He 
was  violent  and  capricious,  and  two  years  since 
nothing  gave  him  so  much  pleasure  as  saving  money, 

*  To  the  Hon:  Col,  Leycester  Stanhope,  on  his  Departure  for  Italy, 
CSept.  6,  1834.) 

May  healthful  skies  and  breezes  fair 
'     Your  light  and  wand'ring  steps  pursue, 
And  choicest  fragrance  fill  the  air. 

That  steals  near  you. 

May  sunny  days  and  moonlit  nights 

The  wanderer's  happy  portion  be. 

And  hours  winged  with  new  delights 

Run  round  for  thee. 

And  in  this'  clime  should  friends  be  thine, 

Kind  Heaven  grant  that  they  to  thee 
May  ever  prove  as  true — as  mine 

Are  false  to  me. 

And  think,  when  borne  before  the  wind. 

And  boundless  waters  round  you  shine. 
One  grateful  heart  you  leave  behind — 

'  And  it  i$  mine  !  r.  ryan. 
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and  he  talked  of  nothing^  but  its  accuoiiiUition^  and 
t|ie  power  and  respect  it  would  be  the  means  of  ob- 
taining for  him ;  and  so  much  did  he  indulge  in  this 
contemptible  vice,  that  his  friends  began  to  fear  it 
would  become  his  leading  passion\  However^  as  in 
all  his  other  passions^  he  indulged  it  to  satiety^  and 
then  grew  weary.  I  was  absent  from  him  in  Bx>me, 
when  he  wrote  to  me  from  Genoa^  and  said,  "  Tre- 
lawney,  you  must  have  heard  I  am  going  to  Greece ; 
why  do  you  not  come  to  me  ?  I  can  do  nothing  with- 
out you,  and  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  see  you: 
pray  come,  for  I  am  at  last  determined  to  go  to  Greece; 
tis  the  only  place  I  was  ever  contented  in.  I  am 
serious,  and  did  not  write  before,  as  I  mig^ht  have 
given  you  a  journey  for  nothing:  they  all  say  I  can 
be  of  use  to  Greece ;  I  do  not  know  how,  nor  do  they, 
but  at  all  events  let's  go."— I,  who  had  long  despair- 
ed of  getting  him  out  of  Italy,  to  which  he  had  be- 
come attached  from  habit,  indolence,  and  strong  ties, 
lost  not  a  moment:  every  thing  was  hurried  on;  and 
from  the  time  he  left  Genoa,  though  twice  driven 
back,  his  ruling  passion  became  ambition  of  ^  name, 
— as  great  in  ^ory  as  it  was  by  bis  writings. 

*  This  will  account  for  the  followiog  extraordinary  stanzas  which 
appeared  ahout  this  perio4.     Speaking  of  the  misier,  he  says— 

He  is  your  only  poet : — ^passion,  pure 

And  sparkling  as  from  heap  to  heap,  displays, 
Possessed,  the  ore,  of  VfHoh  mere  hopes  allure 

Nations  athwart  the  deep:  the  golden  rays 
Flash  up  in  ingots  from  the  mine  obscure ; 

On  him  the  diamond  pours  its  brilliant  bla^e ; 
While  the  mild  emera)d^s  beam  shftdes  down  the  dies 
Of  other  stones,  to  soothe  the  miser's  eyes* 
The  lands  on  either  side  are  his:  the  ship 

From  Ceylon,  Inde,  or  far  Cathay,  unloi^ds 
For  him  the  fragrant  produce  of  each  trip ; 

Beneath  his  cars  of  Ceres  groan  the  roads, 
And  the  vine  blushes  like  Aurora's  lip; 

His  very  eeliara  might  be  kings' abodes  ; 
While  he,  despiiiing  ev^ry  sensual  calj» 
Commands— the  intellectual  lord  of  all. 
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'  He  wrote  a  song  lately  on  his  birth-day,  his  36th 
year,  strongly  exemplifying  this,  the  most  beautiful 
and  touching  of  all  his  songs,  and  possessing  a  me- 
lancholy interest,  as  being  the  last  production  of  his 
muse. 

If  thou  regret  thy  youth,  whv  live? 
The  land  of  honourable  death 
Is  here — up  to  the  field,  and  give 

Away  tliy  breath. 
Awake!  not  Greece,  she  is  awake ! 

Awake !  my  Spirit. 

'  He  died  on  the  19th  of  April,  at  6  o'clock  p.  m. : 
the  two  last  days  he  was  altogether  insensible — and 
died  so — apparently  without  pain:  from  the  first 
moment  of  his  illness  he  expressed  on  this,  as  on  all 
former  occasions,  his  dread  of  pain  and  fearlessness 
of  death :  he  talked  chiefly  of  Ada,  both  in  his  sensi- 
ble and  insensible  state.  He  had  much  to  say  and 
many  directions  to  leave,  as  was  manifest  from  his 
calling  Fletcher,  Tita,  Ganita,  and  Parry  to  his  bed- 
side ;  his  lips  moved,  but  he  could  articulate  nothing 
distinctly.  '*  Ada — my  sister — wife — say  do  you  un- 
derstand my  directions?"  said  he  to  Fletcher.  After 
muttering  tiius  for  half  an  hour  about  **  say  this  to 
Ada" — "  this  to  my  sister" — and  wringing  his  hand ; 
*'  Not  a  word,  my  lord,*'  said  Fletcher. — *'  Thaf  s  a 
pity,'*  said  he,  **  for 'tis  now  too  late — for  I  shall  die, 
or  go  madr — He  then  raved,  and  said — **I  will  not 
live  a  madman." — I  know  the  reason  of  this  fear  he 
had  of  losing  his  senses ;  he  had  lately,  on  his  voy- 
age from  Italy,  read  with  deep  interest  Swift's  life, 
and  was  always  talking  to  me  of  his  horrible  fate. 

,  'Lord  Byron's  msdady  was  a  rheumatic  fever, 
brought  on  by  getting  wet  after  violent  perspiration 
from  hard  rising,  andneglecting  to  change  his  clothes; 
its  commencement  was  trifling :  on  the  10th  he  was 
taken  ill — ^his  doctors  urged  him  to  be  bled,  but  this 
was  one  of  his  greatest  prejudices — he  abhorred 
bleeding.    The  medicine  had  not  the  desired  effect — 


y  Google 


98  REMARKABLE  BATS 

the  fever  gained  rapid  ground,  and  on  tlie  third  day 
he  submitted  to  be  bled — but  it  was  too  late.  Had 
he  taken  the  advice  of  the  medical  men,  he  would  as- 
suredly have  recovered  in  a  few  days.  Oa  openiog 
the  head  a  great  quantity  of  blood  was  found  upon 
the  brain,  which  was  a  third  larger  than  usual,  and 
weighed  four  pounds;  and  the  heart  was  remarkably 
large/ 

Lord  Byron's  remains,  with  the  exception  of  his 
heart  left  in  Greece  to  be  placed  in.  a  mausoleum, 
were  brought  to  England,  and  have  since  been  in- 
terred, at  tibe  particular  request  of  his  relatives,  in 
the  family  vault  at  Hucknall,  about  eight  miles  west 
of  Nottingham. — ^We  close  this  painful  subject  with 
some  stanzas  by  an  elegant  modem  poet,  which  will 
be  doubly  acceptable  to  our  readers ;  as  they  are  now 
for  the  first  time  presented  to  the  public. 

HJbt  Xatnent  for  Vston. 

On  the  willow  that  harp  Is  sospended. 

Oh,  SalemI  its  sound  should  be  free ; 
And  the  hour  when  thy  glories  were  ended, 

But  left  me  that  token  of  thee»  Hebrea  Mdodies* 

Tis  done— bat  yesterday  alive, 

Aad  mingling  with  the  brave ; 
And  now  what  laurels  shall  survive 

The  triumph  of  the  grave? 
Is  this  the  man  whose  giant  fame 
Spread  o'er  the  world,  like  march  of  flame. 

Could  pride  nor  genius  save? 
The  greaty  the  wild,  has  fallen  low, 
Nor  man  nor  mind  could  ward  the  blow ! 

#  *    '        • 

Thanks  for  the  lesson — it  shall  speak 

Golden  opinions  now,— 
That  He  is  nughty,  we  are  weak. 

And  dare  not  meet  his  brow; 
That  o'er  our  heads  the  fatal  sword, 
Dependent  on  his  awful  word. 

Hangs  like  a  falling  bough ; 
Let  but  its  single  hair  give  way, 
And— in  an  eye-flash— we  are  clay! 
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Tboagh  o'er  thy  mortal  mind 

The  thunderbolt  has  past. 
And  roand  thy  form  obliiion's  blind 

Its  darksome  shadows  cast; 
There  is  a  glory  that  shall  brave 
The  icy  fetters  of  the  grave, 

And  live  tlnrough  ev'ry  blaat ; 

.     The  Spartan  own'd  Death's  victory. 

Yet  lives,  in  proud  Thermopylae. 

And  Earth  shall  own  that  thou  hast  wrought 

A  tribute  ne'er  to  fade ; 
From  Fancy's  loveliest  regions  brought, 

From  Genius'  hallowed  glade. 
And  they  ih&ifeel  shall  bold  thee  deaf, 
Despite  the  sable  clouds  of  fear. 

That  oft  thy  splendours  shade ; 
The  pale  and  lovely  Queen  of  Night 
Not  alwaya  sails  through  seas  of  light. 

Thine  evil  deeds>--oh,  write  them  brief, 

And  where  the  stain  may  fly. 
Upon  the  sands,  or  on  a  leaf, 

That  with  the  flow'rets  die; 
But  let  thy  glories  live  through  all, 
Mocking  the  coffin  and  the  pall. 

Like  stars  in  heaven's  blue  sky: 
Fair  guides,  bright  wonders,  not  to  wane^ 
Till  the  last  trump  shall  sound  again. 

Proud  spirit,  rest !  of  life  bereaved. 

From  dreams  of  glory  hurled ; 
llest.  Poet  rest,  thou  hast  bequeathed 

A  proud  gift  to  the  world  ;— 
And  Freedom's  self  waves  o'er  thy  name 
As  bright  a  flag  as  mortal  &me 

Hath  often  yet  unfurled ; 
Whilst  struggling  Greece  shall  weep  for  thee 
In  her  glad  hour  of  victory. 

1834.  A.  M.  TEMPLBTON,  Jun. 

23.— SAINT  GEORGE. 

The  patron  Saint  of  England.— See  T.T.  for  1821, 
p.  1Q7»  The  King's  birl^-day  is  kept  on  this  day^ 
being  his  name-day,  in  imitation  of  the  cnstom  in 
catholic  countries. 

♦28*  1624.-— RICHARD   PAYNE   KNIGHT  DIED. 

He  had  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most 
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eminent  Greek  scholars  of  his  day,  and  was  deeply 
conversant  in  all  matters  of  literary  antiquity  and  of 
virtu.  Mr.  Knight  was  also  a  poet;  and,  if  his 
works  exhibit  no  vigorous  proofs  of  original  genius, 
they  at  least  display  ease,  leamii^,  and  taste.  He 
has  bequeathed  his  matchless  collection  of  medals, 
drawings,  and  bronzes,  worth  at  least  £30,000,  to  the 
British  Musbum.  They  include  a  single  vc^nme 
of  drawings  by  the  inimitable  Claude,  which  was 
purchased  for  £1600,  from  a  private  individual,  who^ 
a  short  time  previously,  had  given  £8  for  the  same 
volume. 

2$. — SAINT  MARK. 

It  is  agreed  by  all  that  Mark  was  a  Jew.  Many 
of  the  Fathers  relate,  that  he  preached  the  Gospel  in 
Egypt,  and  two  of  them  caU  him  Bishop  of  Alexan- 
drill.  Many  learned  modems  think  that  he  became 
a  martyr,  but  no  antient  authors  countenance  the 
opinion.  Bishop  Tomline  quotes  a  passage  from 
St.  Jerome,  which  implies  that  he  died  a  natural 
death,  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  Emperor  Nero.  The 
popular  tradition  is,  that  he  was  seizsed  in  his  church 
during  divine  service,  and  dragged  with  ropes  by  a 
tumultuous  populace  through  the  streets  of  Alex<- 
andria,  and  along  ttie  rocky  coast,  till  he  expired. 
Some  writers,  but  they  are  of  no  authority,  affirm 
that  his  body  was  translated,  with  great  pomp,  to 
Venice.  He  is,  however,  well  known  as  the  tutelar 
saint  and  patron  of  that  magnificent  ruin.— Profeff^-* 
ant  Beadsman. 

•25.   1S95. — TORQUATO  TASSO   DIED. 

Numerous  and  bitter  as  were  his  foes,  they  seem 
to  have  been  unable  to  charge  him  justly  willi  a  sin- 
gle moral  stain;  and,  amidst  many  sufferings,  he 
was  at  least  exempted  from  the  most  bitter  of  all 
evils,  the  anguish  of  remorse.  His  name  may  be 
added  to  that  of  the  other  worthies,  who  have  found 
in  the  Christian  doctrines  a  subject  of  faith  and  con- 
solation, and  in  its  precepts  a  rule  of  practice.  The 
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darkness  of  biB  fate  bad  a  tendency  to  turn  bis  views 
beyond  tbis  "world^  as'nigfat  wbicb  bides  tbe  earth  re- 
vrals  tbe  sky:  Uniting,  as  be  did^  (be  exercise  of 
virtue  to  .tbe  ardour  of  devotion^  tbe  duties  to  bis 
CSreator  and  to  bis  fellow  men;  we  may  bope,  witb 
bis  Italian  biograpbers,  tbat  God^  a  bountiral  remu- 
neratpr^  called  him  to  himself^  before  bis  earthly  co- 
ronation, to  adorn  bim  witb  a  more  true  and  incor- 
ruptible crown  in  tbe  Heavenly  Jerusalem. — See  an 
hitetestidg  ^Life  of  Tasso'  (p.  cxiiii)  prefixed  to  the 
first  volume  of  Mr.  Wh^fenV  Translation  of  Tasso's 
Jerusalem  Delivered.^— -Tina  version  is  in  the  Spen- 
serian stanza,  and  does  equal  credit  to  Mr.  W  .'s 
talents,  both  as  a  poet  and  as  a  scholar ;  it  is  replete 
witb  beautiful  passages.  We  know  not  bow  to  detach 
an  eehaniillon  from  tbis  splendid  performance,  and 
&kB  limits  of  OUT  work  will  not  allow  more  than  this ; — 
we  take  tbe  following  at  random. 

The  first  specimen  is  from  the  9tb  Canto,  Stanza 
xxi,  describing  the  attempt  of  Solyman  to  snrpr&e 
the  camp  of  tbe  Christians;  the  sentinels  haviiE^  dis- 
covered the  attacking  Arabs/ they  womad 

Tlieir  barbaroas  horns,  and  raised  their  y^Ding  eyy, 
'  Lillah  il  Allah !'  to  the  well-kiiown  sound 
Neighed  all  their  steeds,  earth  rang  as  tbejmshed  ft»y :  ' 
Bellowed  the  mountaiBs,  roared  the  rifted  «ky» 

I     Soared  the  deep  vales ;  the  abysses  cfuight.  the  toBe> 
Andansw^ed  in  drear  thunder,  whilst  on  hight 
Aleoto  the  blue  torch  of  Phlegethon  ^ 

Mook  toward  Zion  hilly  and  signed  its  legions  on. 
♦  * 

His  sabre  never  through  the  grisly  shade  .  , 

Falls  bat  it  smites,  nor  smites  without  a  wound, 

Ii^or  wounds  but  straight  it  kills, should  more  be  said, 

The  truth  would  like  romance  or  falsehood  sound. 
Bain  he  dissembles,  or  be  has  HotfeuDd, 
Or  floorns  the  blows  which  feebler  amui  impriali 
Yet  oft  his  burganet  of  steel  rings  round 
tike  loud  alarm-bells,  with  the  livelv  dint 

XH  pole-axe,  H>ear,  or  sword,  and  sparkles  like  a  flint. 
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High  as  the  loldaii's  helm,  in  scales  of  pearl. 
With  writben  neck,  raised  paws,  oatflying  wings, 
And  tail  rolled  downward  ending  in  a  curl, 
A  rampant  dragon  grinned  malignant  things. 
Its  iipa  frothed  poison,  brandishing  three  stings, 
Yoa  almost  heard  it  hiss;  at  every  stroke 
Heaped  on  its  crest,  through  all  its  burning  rings 
It  seemed  the  monster  into  motion  woke, 
SpH  forth  its  spitefol  fire,  and  belched  Tartareous  smoke. 

As  a  contrast  to  this  stem  battle-piece,  we  give' a 
part  of  the  exquisite  description  of  the  beautiful 
Armida^  in  Canto  IV«  Stanza  xxix,  &c.  and  regret 
that  we  have  room  only  for  a  part  of  these  fine 
6tanasas. 

NeVer  did  Greece  or  Italy  behold 
A  form  td  ftncy  and  to  taste  more  dear! 
At  times,  the  white  veil  dims  her  locks  of  gold, 
At  times,  in  bright  relief  they  re-appear : 
Thqs,  -when  the  stormy  skies  begin  to  clear, 
ISw  through  transparent  clouds  the  sunshine  gleams, 
Now,  issuing  from  its  shrine,  the  gorgeous  sphere 
LIghiB  np  tiro  vales,  flowers,  mountains,  leaves,  and  streams. 
With  a  fUviner  day — the  spirit  of  bright  beams. 

New  ringlets  form,  the  flowing  winds  imiid. 
The  natural  earls  of  her  resplendent  hair; 
Her  blue  eye  its  soft  glance  withholds,  and  hid 
Are  aH  love's  treasures  with  a  miser's  care; 
The  Rival  Roses  upon  cheeks  more  fair 
Than  momihg  light,  their  mingling  tints  dispose ; 
But  on  her  lovely  Mps,  from  whence  the  air 
Of  paradise  exhales,  the  crimson  rose 
Its  whole  volaptnous  bloom  in  peerless  beauty  throws. 

We  look  anxiously  for  the  completion  of  the  noUe 
task  wfaicli  Mr.  Winen  has  undertaken;  and,,  ^rhen 
(his  shall  1>e  accomplished,  we  trust  he  will  be  in- 
diiced  to  print  an  addUiofuU  vohme,  including  Tas* 
so's  smaller  pieces^  some  valuable  illustrations  of  his 
h£e,  and  specimens  of  a  curious  verstou  by  Tui ber* 
tille,  the  materials  for  which  are  already  in  his  pos> 
session. — ^We  cannot  conclude  our  notice  without 
congratulating  Mr.  Wifien  on  the  truly  splendid  style 
in  wlucK  his  book  has  been  printed  by  Mr.  Moyes; 
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it  is,  indeed,  as  he  jnsfly  obsexres,  'as  perfect  a 
specimenof  typoaraphic  beauty  as  erer  issued  from 
the  British  press  —and  is  ornamented  by  some  ex- 
quisite wO€»d-^igTaTinffs  from  the  burin  of  a  yomig 
artist  of  the  name  of  William?,  which  are  not  only 
executed  in  the  rery  first  style  of  the  xylographic  art, 
but,  if  we  regard  their  extreme  delicacy  and  beauty, 
seem  to  throw  into  shade  the  hith^fto  hj^hly-priased 
productions  of  our  most  celebrated  modem  en* 
gravers. 

.*28.  1823.— WILLIAM  GRBBN   DIBD, 

Author  of  die  best  Guide  to  the  Lakes  ever  pub- 
lished, entitled, '  The  Tourist's  New  Guide ;  contain- 
ing a  Description  of  the  Lakes,  Mountains,  and 
Scenery  in  Cumberiand,  Westmorland,  and  Lan- 
cashire ;  with  some  account  of  their  bordering  towns 
aadvUlagies,' 2vols.8vo,1822.  He  had  lived  twenty 
years  at  Keswick  and  Ambleside,  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  beautiful  scenery.  He  knew  the  retirements  of 
the  groves  and  woods  as  well  as  the  stock-dove,  aikl 
the  clifis  and  reicessesof  the  fells  as  well  as  the  ravines. 
It  was  the  business  of  his  life  to  study  Natore;  and 
his  talents,  perseverance,  and  enthusiasm,  enabled 
him  to  pursue  this  study  with  complete  success. 

*APRIL  1824.— JOHN   FRWSTSR  DIBD, 

A  very  respectable  suigeon  and  apofhecary  at 
Thombory.  This  gentleman  is  universally  consi- 
dered, in  that  neighbourhood,  as  the  first  person  who 
noticed  Ihe  efiects  of  the  vaccine  virus.  Many  years 
past^  a  medical  club  was  established  at  Tbombu- 
ry,  where  gentlemen  of  that  profession  met  each 
other,  and  communicated  any  fact  or  observation 
that  had  occurred  in  the  course  of  their  practice^ — 
at  ofte  of  these  meetings,  Mr.  Fewster  mentioned  to 
the  members  pres^it,  that  the  hands  of  those  persons 
who  were  empk>3Fed  in  milkingthe  cows  in  that  great 
dairy  neighbourhood  contracted  a  complaint  from 
the  animdi,  appearing  in  the  forms  of  pustules ;  and 
flmt  pMions  so  affected  were  not  liable  to  the  con- 
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-II-- 1-^      -  ■  '     ..-.,-    —     .    ■■■> 

tari<m  of  the'S(iiaU*po3^.  Mr.  Jbnh jb9»  of  Berkfey» 
Hr  brotbar  M^vi^^nB,  beiiig  stnu^k  with  tiie  rdatism^ 
rftqoQ$uted  Mlr«  F#  to  .iii¥0stis«te  tbifi  curious,  faci 
mor^  9arsb^ly  by  a^t^oorse  of  exp^pmeatsr;  fiiis 
Mr*  F.  deolmisd.os  ^^connt  of  j^fessioa^  tocapa/4 
^W^  but  pressed  Mr»  Jtenneir  to  da  so. .  Eortutustely 
forpwikiQdtttio.adiicewa&notnegl^cte^;  and^ifTCim 
tbo  skill  aiiid  pemseY^taiijCe  of  this  gendemaa  (afltw. 
ward$.  pr,  Jenti^)  fha  blessings  of  ibe  vaeciite  timer 
were  distributed  tbrough  the  earth.  

,  /n  APRIL  183d.  

TThen/ daring  the  fixie  evenings  of  this  .mouthy, 
we  survey  the  azure  vault  of  heaven,  we  are  spme- 
times  tempted  to  accoinpaky  the  poet  in  the  flig^of 
his  imagination,  and  to  exclaim, 

,    .Look,  lMitrthe4<M»-ofh«aT6D 
Js  tbid^  inlaid  witb  patines  of  bright  gold ; 
Xiiere's  sot  the  smallest  orb  wbiph  tbou  beholdef  tf^ 
Bat  in  bfs  Aofio]]  like  an  angel  sings/ 
Still  fulling  to  liie  yoong-eyed  cherabins. 
.Sttob  bumonyU  in  immortal  8ool»;  .  . 

B^t,  viiilst  tbin  muddy  irestor^  of  decay 
Dotb  grossly  close  it  in^  we  cannot  bear  it  «     ' 

SHAKSPfiAR£« 

Sm^AR  Phenomena. 

The  Sun  enters  Aries  at  50  m.  after  9  in  the  morn- 
ings of  Ibe  30th  of  this  mdnth;  and  he  rises  and  sets^ 
doriiiglhesamepmod,  as  in  the  following     ,  "    '   \ 

\  .;.    '.  ■     TABLE  ■    / 

QfH^Sm'M  Jlismg  md  Setting  for  every  Jiftk  Dmf. 

Aptil  Iflt,  Suu  rises.  33  m.  after  6*    Sets  97  m.  after  6 
6tb«  ••«•••,••  8B  •••••••  5  «••••  37  ••••»•••  6.' 

Ilth, U     6 46  ........  9 

16th,  .........    4 5 56 « 

filst,  ••••««*.'.A6  <».«•••*  4  •••••.•    5  ••.*i«.«-7' 
SOlMt 46  ...•••.  4 14... 7 
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Equation  of  Time. 
To  convert  tbe  time  as  shown  by  a  good  sun-dial 
to  that  which  should  be  indicated  at  the  same  mo- 
ment by  a  well  regulated  clock,  the  corrections  mvst 
be  employed  as  directed  in  the  following 

TABLE 

Of  the  Equation  of  Time  for  every  fifth  Day. 

m,  A. 

Friday,  April  Ist,  to  the  time  by  the   dial   add  3  59 

Wednesday,    6th, 2  29 

Monday,..  ..l^lth, 1  4 

Saturday,....16th,  from  the  time  by  the  dial  ctt&e.  0  13 

Thursday,  ••.2l8t, 1  21 

Tuesday,...  .JMth, 2  18 

Lunar  Phenombna. 
Phases  of  the  Moon. 

Fall  Moon, ....   3d  day,  at  23  m.  after  6  in  the mominf 

X^ast  Quarter,  10th 9 7 

New  Moon,...  18th 20 9 

First  Quarter,  2^ 30 0 

Moon's  Passage  over  the  Meridian, 

The  following  transits  of  the  Moon  have  been  se-^ 
lected,  as  affording  favourable  opportunities  of  observe 
ing  her  this  months  should  the  weather  prove  fine:  viz. 

April    9th,  at  22  m.  after  6  in  the  morning 

10th,  «.  13 6 

11th,  ..     1 7 

12th,  ..46. 7 ., 

13th,  ..  29... 8 

26th,  •  •     1 6  in  the  evening 

26th,  ..  53 6 

27th,  ..  45 7 , 

28th,  ..  37 8 

29th,  ..29 9 

30th,  ..  23 10 • 

TABLE 

Of  the  Time  of  High  Water  at  London  for  every  ^h 
Day. 

Morning.  ^emoon,  , 

April  1st,  at    8  m.  after  0 37  m.  after  0 

6th,  ..     8    4 30    4 

11th,  ..  36   8 0    9 

I6th,  ..  31    0 55    0 

2l8t,  ..  48    3 5    4 

96th,  ..  48    7 20    8 
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The  time  for  the  intermediate  days  may  be  found 
very  nearly  by  proportion,  and  the  hour  at  various 
other  places  by  means  of  the  directions  given  under 
the  head  of  Occurrences  for  January,  in  the  present 
volume. 

Phbnomei<ia  Planetarum. 

Phas^  of  Venus. 
This  beautiful  .planet  now  approaches  heir  greatest 
brightnies8>. which  will  take. place  on  the  14th  of  the 
present  month.  On  the  lirt,  thfe  two  phases  wiB  bear 
the  folIo\Ying  ipTQiwtttw/jEo/.ea'^^  btner^  and  to  the 
whole  disk. 

April  Ist,  l^tokptrt  ..-..    «:7,W»9 


The  brilliancy  of  Venus,- during  the  greater  part 
of  this  month,  will* be  such;' that  she  may  often 
be  seen  ih  the  daytime.  Our  youthftil  headers  must 
not  conclude  that  ttiis  planet  is  the  brightest  w:hen  she 
exhibits  tiie  greatest  ilhiminated  phase;  for  as  hei 
diataaqe  £rom  the  Ekrtbi  as  well  a3  her  position  with 
respect  to  that  bbdy  and  the  Sun,  varies  greatly,  her 
maximum  brilliancy  takes- place  when  a  little  more 
than  ei  fourth  paff  of  her  diamete^  is  enlightened .  For 
the  solution,  of  this  problem  we  must  refer  to  T.  T. 
for  1819,  p.  51;  where  they  will  find  that,  under 
these  cjr•cumstani[3es/th^'i^umiuitted  part  of  the  dia- 
meter is  3:1908. 

Eclipses  of  Jupitefs  Satellites. 

:  lliere  will  be  a  greal  Jtmmbeir  of  eclipses  of  these 
small  bodies  during  thia  month ;  but  only  the  follow- 
ing will  be  visible  at  the  Royal  Observatory,  and 
consequently  oialy!(hese  can  be  presented  as  afford- 
ing our  readers  opportunities  of  observation  in  any 
part  of  the  kingdom.  '  They  are  recorded  in  mean 
apparent  tinie  at  the  Srst  merXdian. . ; 
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Emenians. 

First  Satellite,   dd  dmy,  at  16  m.  59  s.  afl^r  11  at  night 

11th  ......  11  • .  52  ......  I  in  the  morning 

12th    40. .87    "r  in  the  evening 

19th    38  ..33    9 

26lh    30  ..35    Ilatnight 

Second  Satellite     5th    24  •  •  35    midnight 

30th    33  ..35    9atmght 

Form  of  Saturn's  Ring. 
This  Ring  sometimes  appears  like  a  line  across 
the  body  of  the  planet^  and  at  others  like  an  oval 
belt  encompassing  it,  with  an  opening  between  the 
planet  and  the  ring  on  each  side.  In  this  case  the 
transverse  axis  of  the  ring  is  computed.  When  the 
sign  +  is  affixed  to  the  result,  it  implies  tiiiat  the 
upper  or  northern  side  of  the  ring  is  visible,  while 
the  —  sign  indicates,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  the 
soutbem  side  that  is  seen. 

a«mT  laf     /Trans verge  axia  es        1.000 
April  ist,    -J^  Conjugate  axis    =  —  0.485 

CorgunctUm  of  the  Moon  with  the  Planets  afid  Stars. 

April  6thy  with  ^  in  Scorpio  at  0  m.  after  11  nioming 

10th,    ....       Q.Sidus    ..  0 6 

20thy    ....      lin  Aries  ..0  ••....     3 

20th,    ....      Mercury   ••  0  • 4. 


Mercury  and  Mars  will  be  in  conjunctioR  with 
each  other  at  5  in  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  this 
month.  Georgium  Sidus  will  be  in  quadrature'  at 
half-past  12  on  the  night  of  the  9th.  Mercury  will 
attain  his  greatest  elongation  on  the  32d ;  and  Jupi- 
ter wriU  be  in  quadrature  at  15  m,  after  2  in  the  mbm- 
mg  of  the  25th.  6.  Sidus  will  also  be  stationary  on 
the  same  day ;  and  Venus  on  the  27th. 

Those  who,  far  from  the  busy  haunts  of  men,  have 
been  accustomed  to  indulge  in  lonely  evening  ram- 
bles during  the  moonlight  evenings  qf  this  and  the 
following  month,  must  oftem  have  been  struck  with 
the  calm  serenity  and  beauty  of  the  scene ;  and  if  at 
all  susceptible  of  contemplation,  must  have  had  all 
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the  more  tarbnlent  emotions  of  the  mind  tranquil- 
ized  into  a  silent  and  serene  adoration  of  Him  who 
spread  out  the  heaveils  like  a  curtain.  Who  in  such 
a  situation.bat.  most  have  experienced  something 
of  the  poet's  feelings?  thongh  few  could  have  ex- 
pressed them  with  the  simplicity,  pathos,  and  beauty 
exhibited  in  the  following 

Hymn  to  the  Moon. 

How  lovely  is  this  silent  scene ! 

How  beautifal,  fair  lamp  of  night, 
On  stirless  woods  and  lakes  serene 

Thou  sbeddest  forth  thy  holy  light; 

With  beam  as  pure,  with  ray  as  bright, 
As  Sorrow's  tear  from  woman's  breast. 

When  mourning  over  days  departed, 
That  robbed  her  spirit  of  its  rest. 

And  left  her  lone,  and  broken-hearted. 
Refulgent  pilgrim  of  the  sky. 

Beneath  thy  march,  within  thy  sight. 
What  yaried  realms  outstretched  lie ! 

Here  landscape  rich  with  glory  bright ; 

There  lonely  wastes  of  utter  blight ; 
The  nightingale  upon  the  bough 

Of  Cypress,  here  her  song  is  pouring ; 
And  there,  begirt  with  mounts  of  snow, 

For  food  the  famished  bear  is  roaring! 

What  marvel  that  the  spirits' high 

Of  eastern  climes,  and  antient  days. 
Should  hail  .thee  as  a  deity. 

And  altars  to  thy  honour  raise ! 

So  lovely  wert  thou  to  the  gaze 
Of  shepherds  on  the  Chaldean  hills, 

When  summer  flowers  around  were  springing, 
And  when  to  thee  a  thousand  rills 

Throughout  the  quiet  night  were  singing. 

And,  lo !  the  dwarfish  Laplander, 

Far  from  his  solitary  home, 
Dismayed  beholds  the  evening  star. 

While  many  a  mile  remains  to  roam ; 

Thou  lightest  up  the  eastern  dome. 
And,  in  Ms  deer-drawn  chariot,  he 

Is  hurled  along  the  icy  river. 
And  leaps  his  sunken  heart  to  see 

The  light  in  his  own  casement  quiver. 
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Nor  beautiful  tbe  lets  art  thou, 

Wlien  Ocean's  gentlest  breezes  fan, 
With  gelid  wing,  the  feverish  glow 

That  dajlight  sheds  on  Indostan ! 

There  on  the  glittering  haunts  of  man, 
And  on  the  amaranthine  bowers. 

The  glory  of  thy  smile  reposes 
On  hedgerows  white  with  jessamine  flowers. 

And  minarets  overhung  with  roses. 

The  exile  on  a  foreign  shore 

Dejected  sits,  and  turns  J^s  eye 
To  thee,  in  beauty  evermore 

Careering  in  a  cloudless  sky  ; 

A  white  cloud  comes,  and,  passing  by, 
Veils  thee  a  moment  from  his  sight ; 

There,  as  he  rests  beneath  the  shadows,^ 
He  thinks  of  many  as  sweet  a  night, 

When  glad  he  roamed  his  native  meadows. 

Though  years  in  stayless  current  roll, 

Thou  art  as  full  of  glory  yet. 
As  when  to  Shakspeare*s  glowing  soul— 

Where  taste,  and  power,  and  beauty  met,— 

Thou  shor'st  upon  his  Juliet ; 
Tipping  with  silver  all  the  grove. 

And  gleaming  on  the  cheek  of  Beauty, 
Who  durst  forsake,  for  Romeo's  love. 

The  mandates  of  paternal  duty. 

Enthroned  amid  the  cloudless  blue. 

Majestic,  silent,  and  alone. 
Above  the  fountains  of  the  dew. 

Thou  glidest  on,  and  glidest  on. 

To  shoreless  seas  and  lands  unknown : 
The  presence  of  thy  face  appears. 

Thou  eldest-born  of  Beauty's  daughters, 
A  spirit  traversing  the  spheres, 

And  ruling  o'er  the  pathless  waters. 

D.  M.  MOIR. 
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Of  all  the  months  that  fill  the  year. 

Give  April's  month  to  me, 
For  earth  and  sky  are  then  so  filled 

With  sweet  variety! 
The  apple-hlossoms'  shower  of  pearU 

The  pear-tree's  rosier  hue, 
As  beautiful  as  woman's  blush, 

As  evanescent  too. 

The  purple  light,  that  like  a  sigh 

Comes  from  the  violet  bed. 
As  there  the  perfumes  of  the  East 

Had  all  their  odours  shed. 
The  wild-briar  rose,  a  fragrant  cup 

To  hold  the  morning's  tear ; 
The  bird's  eye,  like  a  sapphire  star. 

The  primrose,  pale  like  fear. 
The  balls  that  hang  like  drifted  snow 

Upon  the  guelder-rose, 
The  woodbine's  fairy  trumpets,  where 

The  elf  his  war^note  blows. 

On  every  bough  there  is  a  bud. 

In  every  bud  a  flower ; 
But  scarcely  bud  or  flower  will  last 

Beyond  the  present  hour. 
Now  comes  a  shower-cloud  o'er  the  sky^ 

Then  all  again  sunshine ; 
Then  clouds  again,  but  brightened  with 

The  rainbow's  coloured  line. 

Aye,  this,  this  i»  the  month  for  me ! 

I  could  not  love  a  scene 
Where  the  blue  sky  was  always  blue. 

The  green  earth  always  green. 

I.    E.    L*. 

With  all  its  caprices,  we  Kke  the  month  of  April ; 
we  like  those  laughing  and  crying  days,  when  sun  and 
shade  seem  to  rise  in  billows  over  the  landscape. 
We  like  to  see  the  sudden  shower  coursing  over  the 
meadow,  and  giving  all  Nature  a  greener  smile ;  and 

"  Authoress  of  the  ^  Improvisatrice,  and  other  Poems'  (a  secowil  edi- 
tion of  which  has  been  lately  published),  and  of  a  great  variety  of 
beautiful  pieces  scattered  through  the  pages  of  the  IMerary  Gazette. 
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the  bright  sunbeama  chasing  the  flying  cloudy  and 
taming  all  its  drops  into  diamonds ;  we  like  to  hear 
and  to  feel 

The  sweet  winds  that  gently  fly, 
^        And  sweep  the  s[>ri]ig*s  enamelled  floor. 

^  Whatasweetflushof  new  green  has  started  up  to 
the  face  of  this  meadow !  And  the  new«bom  dmsies 
that  stud  it  here  a^d  there,  give  it  the  look  of  an 
emerald  sky  powdered  with  snowy  stars.  See, 
upon  the  sloping  sides  of  this  bank  beneath  the 
hedge-row,  what. companies  of  primroses  are  dedi- 
cating their  pale  beauties  to  the  pleasant  breeze,  that 
blows  over  them,  and  looking  as  faint  withal  as  if 
they  had  senses  that  could  ^  ache'  at  the  rich  sweet- 
nftsHM  the  hidden  vtofeto  that  are  growing  here  and 
there  among  them.  The  intermediate,  spots  of  the 
bank  are  now  neatly  covered  from  sight  by  the  va- 
rious green  weeds  that  sprout  up  everywhere,  and 
begin  to  fill  the  interstices  between  tiie  lower  stems 
6{  the  hazel,  the  hawthorn,  the  she,  the  eglantine, 
and  the  tooodbine,  that  unite  their  friendly  arms  to- 
gether above,  to  form  the  natural  inclosure — that 
prettiest  feature  in  our  English  scenery — or  at  least 
that  which  communicates  a  picturesque  beauty  to 
all  the  rest.  Of  the  above-named  shrubs,  the  hazel 
is  scarcely  as  yet  in  leaf;  the  scattered  leaves  of 
the  woodbine— of  a  dull  purplish  green— are  fully 
spread;  the  sloe  is  in  blossom,  offering  a  pretty  but 
scentless  imitation  of  the  sweet  hawthorn-bloom  that 
is  to  come  next  month;  this  latter  is  now  vigorously 
putting  forth  its  crisp  and  delicate  filligree-work  of 
tender  green,  tipped  with  red ;  and  the  eglantine,  or 
wild  rose,  in  all  its  innocent  varieties,  is  opening  its 
green  hands  as  if  to  welccnne  the  sun.  Entering  the 
little  copse  which  ttiis  inclosure  separates  from  the 
meadow,  we  shall  find,  on  the  ground,  all  the  low 
and  creeping  plants  pushing  forth  their  various- 
shaped  leaves — stars,  fans,  blades,  fingers,  fringes, 
ana  a  score  of  other  fanciful  forms;  and  some  of 
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them  bearing  flowers:  among  these  are  the  wood- 
anemone,  the  wood-sorrel,  and  the  star  of  Bethlehem  ; 
also  the  primrose  is  to  be  fomid  here,  bdt  not  so 
rich  and  full  blown  as  on  the  open  snnny  bank*  Over- 
head^ and  level  with  our  hands  and  eyes,  w^find  all 
the  young  forest  trees  (except  the  oaJc)  in  a  kind  of 
half-dress;  among  these  are  conspicuous  the  graceful 
6trcA^hanging  its  head  like  a  half-shamefaced,  half- 
affected  damsel ;  the  trim  beech,  sprace  as  a  village- 
gallant  dressed  for  the  fair ;  the  rough-rinded  elm — 
grave  and  sedate-looking,  even  in  its  youth,  and  al- 
ready bespeaking  the  future  "  green-robed  senator  of 
mighty  woods;" — ^these,  with  the  white-stenuned  ash, 
the  alder,  the  ar^(/iciaMooking  hornbeam,  and  the  as 
yet  bare  oak,  make  up  this  silent  but  happy  ^om- 
pany/— TAe Jlfow^As,  No.  IV. . 

liie  arrival  of  llie  5u;a//ou;,  about  the  middle  of 
this  monlli,  foretels  the  approach  of  summer,  whose 
coming,  however,  is  too  often  retarded  by  the  return 
of  Winter  in  angry  mood,  hurling  his  last  hail-storms 
at  the  *  proud-pied'  and  flower-wreathed  head  of 
April;  but 

the  brightest  day  bath  a  cloud; 
Andy  after  Apinlf  full  oft  succeeds 
Barren  Winter,  with  bis  wratbful,  nipping  cold : 
So  cares  and  joys  abound,  as  seasons  fleet. 

Hence  the  swallow  has  been  thus  apostrophized  by 
the  elegant  and  accomplished  '  Family  Circle/  who 
have  written  so  many  beautiful '  Poems  for  Youth/ 

Wild  tenant  of  the  cbangeful  year, 
That  borne  upon  the  southern  wind. 
Across  the  ocean^s  distant  waves, 
Wouldst  here  a  shelteriDg  region  find ; 

Too  soon,  alas!  from  brighter  climes 

Thou  heedless  spread'st  thy  truant  wings ; 

Too  soon  thou  hither  com^st  to  greet, 

With  artless  notes,  the  infant  spring.  ^ 

In  hoary  Winter's  palsied  lap   - 
The  in&int  Spring  all  cradled  lies. 
Whilst  round  the  nursling's  tender  form 
The  bitter  storms  unpitying  rise. 
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For  tfaee,  lunid  the  noootide  beMn, 
No  gossamer  floats  along  the  vale ; 
And  fled  the  various  insect  tribes, 
That  revel  in  the  summer  gale. 

Behind  yon  mountain's  misty  brovr 
Tbe  lowering  storm  is  gathering  fast. 
And  sweeps  along  the  cnltured  plain, 
And  wakes  the  wind  and  weUcin  blast 

After  the  swallow,  the  next  bird  that  appears  is  the 
nightingale  Imotacitla  luscinia)f  whose  praises  have 
been  chaunted  by  poets  of  evei^  clime,  and  have  oc- 
cupied many  a  page  in  this  month's  Dicury  of  our 
previous  volumes.  In  our  climate,  the  nightingale 
seldom  sings  above  six  weeks,  generally  commencing 
the  last  week  in  April.  *  If  we  happen  to  be  wan- 
dering forth  (observes  the  chronicler  o3f  *  The  Months') 
on  a  warm,  still  evening,  during  the  last  week  in  this 
month,  and  passing  near  a  roadside  orchard,  or 
skirting  a  little  copse  in  returning  from  our  twilight 
ramble,  or  sitting  listlessly  on  a  lawn  near  some 
thick  plantation,  waiting  for  bed-time,  we  may  chance 
to  be  startled  from  our  meditations  (of  whatever  kind 
they  may  be)  by  a  sound,  issuing  from  among  the 
distant  leaves.  That  is  the  Ri^A^tftSrafe's  voice.  The 
cold  spells  of  winter,  that  had  kept  him  so  long 
tongue-tied,  and  frozen  the  deep  fountains  of  his 
heart,  yield  before  the  mild  breath  of  Sprm||  and  he 
is  Toluble  once  more,  tt  is  ^  if  tbe  nwa  of  song 
had  been  swelling  within  his  breast  evM  siiicfe  it  last 
ceased  to  flow,  and  was  now  gushing  forth  uncon- 
trollably, a»d  AS  if  he  ted  net  wiU  to  Control  it:  for 
wh^n  it  does  stop  for  a  spfice,^  it  is  sa4deii£y,  as  if 
for  want  of  breath/  The  sweet  soi^  of  the  night- 
U^goih  has .  been  ionned  nmldmhohf  £rom  the  time  of 
Hfmi&fp  to  the  present  d^4  irat  wse  have  Aown  in 
oar  former  volumes^,  that  this  opinion  is  ei^irely  et* 
rone^ns;  aj^d,  ia  sappott  of  tius  bird's  merry  noU, 
we  have  adduced  inany  authorities:  we  now  sob- 

■  See  T.  T.  for  1816,  p.  139 ;  for  1821,  p.  1 18  j  and  for  1823,  p.  106. 
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join  that  of  JEschylus,  in  his  Agamemnon,  who 
says— 

Ah  me!  ah  me !  the  nightingale's  sweet  lot! 

A  sweet  existence  that  lamenteth  not ; 

and  part  of  a  beautiful  Ode  to  this  channing  song- 
ster^ by  Mr.  Con  deb,  from  his  volome  entitled  the 

*  Star  in  the  East,  and  other  Poems^  lately  published. 

*  * 

Thou  sad !  whose  heart  such  love  discloses ! 
Thoa,  spring's  gay  courtier !  Thou,  the  rose's 
Fond  paramour  in  foreign  bowers — 
Though,  in  this  Christian  land  of  ours, 
Thou  dost  so  sweetly  preach,  in  sooth. 
Of  nuptial  bliss  and  wedded  truth. 
In  notes  that  seem  to  tell  its  blisses 

In  set-to-music  kisses. 
Thy  trill,  and  jug,  and  gurgling  murmur. 
Now  changed  to  accents  louder,  firmer, 
Like  cuckoo-call ;  now  higher  still, 
In  lark-like  strain  or  whistle  shrill, 
'Responsive  to  thy  lady-mate ; 

(For  who  but  she  the  voice  can  own, 
Woich  doth  so  sweetly  iterate 

That  same  wild,  touching  monotone  t) 
Then,  mellowed  down,  an  under-strain> 
Like  birdish  laughter,  as  again 
•  The  summons  comes,  a  sweet  soprana 

From  thy  most  fond  sulta^ta ; — 
O  wondrous  bird  I  thy  varied  measure. 

The  very  soul  of  pleasure. 
Who  but  an  unblest  lover  could 
Have  fiincied  set  in  minor  mood  ? 
Who  but  the  votary  of  folly 

Have  called  it  melancholy  ? 

That  beautiful  little  bird,  the  wryneck,  next 
miakes  its  appearance,  preceding  the  ciicfcoo  by  a 
few  days,  w$ose  soft  and  meUow,  yet  powerful 
Yoice  seems  to  fill  the  whole  concaye  of  the  heavens 
with  its  two  mysterious  notes*-the  most  primitive  of 
musical  melodies.  Who  can  listen  to  those  notes, 
for  the  first  time  in  spring,  and  not  feel  his  school- 
boy days  come  back  to  him  7  and  not  as  he  did  tiien 
look  a  thousand  ways 

7* 


In  bush,  and  tree,  and  sky? 
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and  look  in  yain,  for  they  are  the  shyest  of  all 
birds ;  besides,  the  appearance  of  this  awkward  un* 
sightly  bird  will,  probably,  for  the  future  take  away 
aU  the  mystery  of  the  sound>  and,  with  it,  the  best 
half  of  its  beauty*. 

The  other  summer  birds  of  passage  which  arrive 
this  month,  make  their  appearance  in  the  following 
order:  the  ring-ousel;  the  redstart,  frequenting  old 
Walls  and  ruinous  edifices;  ttie  yellow  wren,  the 
swift,  the  white  throat,  the  grasshopper  lark,  the 
smallest  of  the  lark  kind ;  and  the  willow  wren,  which, 
as  well  as  the  house-wren,  destroys  many  pernicious 
insects.  The  kite  now  approaches  farm-houses 
and  villages,  in  search  of  food  and  materials  for  con- 
structing his  nest;  at  other  times,  unless  pinched 
by  hunger,  he  cautiously  avoids  man,  and  all  his 
haunts.— See  our  last  volume,  p.  128. 

In  April,  or  early  in  the  next  month,  the  plover^ 
lapwing  or  pee- wit  ftringa  vanellus),  lays  her  eggs, 
and  sits,  for  she  makes  no  nest.  A  few  pairs  will 
retire  to  heaths,  downs,  or  ploughed  fields  during 
the  season  of  incubation,  but  the  greater  portion  of 
them  fix  their  stations  upon  the  banks  of  the  dikes  of 
marshes,  or  the  great  drains  in  our  fenny  districts ;  and 
the  traveller  who  at  this  season  passes  along  the  roads 
bordering  upon  such  places  (as  they  commonly  do  in 
some  counties),  is  wearied  by  the  incessant  cry  and 
inquietude  of  these  birds,  which  rise  at  his  approach 
and  wheel  around  him  in  a  kind  of  tumbling  flight, 
acciompanied  by  the  unremitting  cry  of  pee-wit^  pee- 
wit ;  and  this  successive  cry  will  assail  him  as  long 
as  he  remains  near  &eir  haunts,  which  are  commonly 
surrounded  by  a  flat,  aguish,  uninteresting  country, 
where  nothing  is  heard  but  the  whispering  of  the 
wind  in  the  reeds  and  rushes,  and  the  deafening 

■'-"'■      8  -I  ■■■■  i  I  I  I      ■      I  —  '  .  . 

'  See  'jRfmaiiM  of  Rchert  Bloomfteld,'  vol.  i^  p.  167,  for  some 
pjretty  lines  by  CKarlet  Bloomfield,  on  hearing  the  cuckoo  at  mid- 
mghU 
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HionotoQOOs  clafnour  of  this  ibird :  th^se  conjoiaed, 
give  to  some  of  ou^  low  fen  roa^s  a  peculiar  ehh^ 
Tacter  of  dreariness, and  melancholy ;  and  hcQce  cOl^^ 
Wet  districts  are  called  in  some  places  ^pewit-l^d/ 
In  this  season,  the  bird  is  fearless  of  man>  and  sh^ 
seems  with  insulting  vocifer^tipu  to  driye  him  from 
her  haunts ;  but  when  the  broods  are  fledged^  they 
unite  in  flock»^  feeding  upon  worms  and  8lugs»  in 
open  meadows  and  commons,  and  ^.re  then  wild 
and  vigilant  creatures.  In  the  south  of  Scofland 
this  bird  is  called  the  ^  pease-weep/ 

In  this  delightful  month,  in  which  t^e  fe^tb^ed 
tribe  are  so  bjiisily  engaged  in  forming  their  teippo- 
rary  habiiations,  and  iiji  rearing  and  maintaining  their 
f>ffspring,  how  pleasaiM;  is  it 

To  roam  abrokd  aibidst  the  mists,  and  dews. 

And  brightness  <>f  the  early  moiiling  sky, 
Wlieii  rose  ami  k^yvthom  leiayes  wear  tond^^rest  baea : 

To  watch  the  Qiother  Jinnef  9  bedfast  eye^ 
Seated  u|)od  heir  nest ;  or  wondering  muse 

.On  $^r  ^gi^'  spots,  and  bright  and.deiicate  dye ; 
Td  pa^  iB^o  the  tapmp^e's  l&orny  ball, 
.Or-WMnNi  gni«n<;oiie  id  aomfi  ho$r  mossy  wiall. 

/tike  vine  now  expands  its  empurpled  leaves. 
Honesty^  or  moonwort^  is  in  flower ;  and  the  new 
sprung  leaves  of  the  sweet  chesnut,  in  their  turn^ 
are  playing  in  the  breejse. 

Young  moles  are  now  to  he  found  in  their  nests ; 
this  is  a  good  time,  therefore,  for  destroying  them. 
Weuiels  and  stoats  are  great  enemies  to  moles,  and 
frequently  get  into  their  holes,  kill  the  inhabitants, 
and  take  up  their  own  abode  there. 

Various  kinds  of  insects  are  now  observed ;  as  the 
jumping  spider,  seen  on  garden  walls ;  and  the  webs 
of  other  species  of  spiders  are  found  on  the  bushes, 
palings,^ and  ou^ides  of  houses.  The  iulus  terr^- 
tris  appears,  ana  the  death-watch  beats  early  in  the 
•nonth.    The  wood-ant  now  begins  to  construct  its 
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large  conical  nest  latile  maggots,  the  first  state  of 
young  ants,  are  now  to  be  found  in  their  nests. 
The  shell-snail  comes  oat  in  troops ;  and  the  stinging- 
fly  and  the  red*ant  appear. 

The  mole-cricket  is  the  most  remarkable  of  the  in- 
sect tribe  seen  about  tibis  time.  The  blue  flesh-fly, 
and  the  dragon-fly,  are  frequently  observed  towaras 
the  end  of  the  month.  The  great  variegated  libellula^ 
which  appears,  principally^  towards  the  decline  of 
summer,  is  an  animal  of  singular  beauty.  The  cab- 
bage butterfly,  also,  now  impears.  The  black  slug 
abounds  at  fliis  season,  (ror  the  best  mode  of  de<» 
stroying  them,  see  T.  T.  for  1821,  p.  129.)  The  newt 
is  now  seen  crawling  along  the  bottoms  of  ponds  and 
deep  ditches. 

.  Of  the  beetle  tribe  now  on  the  wing,  the  scolytus 
destructor  (dermestes  scolytus  of  linn.)  may  be  no- 
ticed for  its  extraordinary  powers  of  injuring  trees. 
It  is  described,  in  Kirby  and  Spence's  Introduction  to 
Entomology,  as  feeding  on  the  soft  inner  bark  only, 
and  as  making  its  attacks  in  such  vast  numbers,  that 
80,000  have  been  found  on  a  single  tree.  The  leaves 
of  the  trees  infested  become  yeUow;  die  trees  them- 
selves die  at  the  top,  and  soon  entirely  perish.  Their 
ravages  have,  been  long  known  in  Germany,  and  the 
insect  is  formally  mentioned  in  the  old  liturgies  of 
that  country.  This  pest  has  been  particularly  pre- 
valent at  several  periods,  occasioning  incalculable 
mischief.  In  1783,  the  number  of  trees  destroyed  in 
Uie  Hartz  forests  was  reckoned  at  a  million  and  a  half. 
The  premature  decay  of  the  elm  trees  in  the  Mall 
and  Birdcage  Walk  in  St.  James's  Park,  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  this  insect;  and  it  should  justly  bear  the 
blame  that  has  been  wrongfully  cast  oil  the  young  re- 
cruits, who,  it  was  said,  wantonly  wounded  the  bark 
of  the  trees  with  their  bayonets ;  the  idle  loungers 
also  came  in  for  their  share  of  malediction :  but  it 
has  since  been  discovered  that  Messrs.  Scolyti  and 


y  Google 


118  THE   naturalist's   BIARY 

Co»,  the  corselet-armed  ambuscaders,  have  perpetrate 
ed  the  mischief  complained  of*. 

*  If  the  garden,  like  the  year,  is  not  now  absolutely 
at  its  best,  it  is  perhaps  better;  inasmuch  as  a  plea- 
sant |»romise  but  half  performed  partakes  of  the  best 
parts  of  both  promise  and  performance.  Now  all  is 
nealness  and  finish — or  ought  to  be ;  for  the  weeds 
have  not  yet  begun  to  make  head — the  annual  flower 
seeds  are  all  so^^li — the  divisions  and  changes  among 
tne  perennials,  and  ihe  removals  and  plantings  of  the 
shrubs,  have  all  taken  place.  The  walks,  too,  have 
sdl  been  turned  and  fl*eshened,  and  the  turf  has  begun 
to  receive  its  regular  rollings  and  mowings.  Among 
the  bulbous-rooted  perennials,  all  that  were  not  in 
flower  during  the  last  two  months,  are  so  now ;  and 
if  the  season,  up  to  the  commencement  of  this  month, 
has  been  seasonable,  and  if  due  care  has  been  tatken 
IB  the  planting  and  tending  of  them,  we  may  still 
encounter  the  tulip,  hyacinth,  daffodil,  the  vari- 
ous kmds  of  narcissus,  8cc.  Indeed,,  the  richest 
and  rarest  kinds  of  tuUp  are  scarcely  yet. in  blow. 
But  wluit  we  are  chiefly  to  look  for  now  are  tiie 
fibrous-jrooted  and  herbaceous  perennials.  Thene  is 
not  one  of  these  that  has  not  awoke  from  its  winter 
dresons,  and  put  on  at  least  the  half  of  its  beauty. 
A  few  of  the^  venture  to  display  all  their  attractions 
at  this  time,  from  a  wise  fear  of  that  dangerous  ri- 
valry which  liiey  must  be  content  to  encounter  if 
tbey  wer9  to  wait  for  a  month  longer:  for  a-  pretty 
vfllager  might  as  well  hope  to  gain  hearts  at  Almack's, 
as  a  demure  daisy  or  a  modest  polyantlius  think  to 
secure  its  due  attention  in  the  presence  of  the  glaring 
peonies,  flaunting  roses,  and  towering  lilies  of  May 
and  Midsummer.  Among  the  shrubs  that  form  the 
enclosing  belt  of  the  flower^^garden,  the  lilac  is  in  full 

*  Sec  a  particular  description  of  this  insect  in  the  lAterary  Gtf- 
zttU  for  l\m,  p.  475. 
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leaf,  and  loaded  with  its  heavy  branches  of  bloom- 
buds  ;  the  common  laurel^  if  it  has  reached  its  flow- 
ering age,  is  hanging  out  its  meek  modest  flowers, 
preparatory  to  putting  forth  its  vigorous  summer 
shoots;  the  larch  has  on  its  hairy  tufts  of  pink,  stuck 
here  and  there  among  its  delicate  threads  of  green. 

'  What  exquisite  diffierences,  and  distinctions,  and 
resemblances,  there  are  between  all  the  various  blos- 
soms of  the  fruit-trees ;  and  no  less  in  their  general 
effect  than  in  their  separate  details !  The  almond- 
blossom,  which  comes  while  the  tree  is  quite  bare  of 
leaves,  is  of  a  bright  Uush-rose  colour ;  and  when  they 
arc  fuUy  blown,  the  tree,  if  it  has  been  kept  to  a  com- 
pact head  instead  of  being  permitted  to  straggle, 
looks  like  one  huge  rose,  magnified  by  some  fairy 
magic,  to  deck  the  bosom  of  some  fair  giantess. 
The  various  kinds  of  plum  follow,  the  blossoms  of 
which  are  snow-white»  and  as  full  and  clustering  as 
those  of  the  almond.  Hie  peach  and  nectarine,  which 
are  now  in  full  bloom,  are  unlike  either  of  the  above; 
and  their  sweet  effect,  as  if  growing  out  of  the  hard 
bare  wall,  or  the  rough  wooden  paling,  is  peculiarly 
pretty.  They  are  of  a  deep,  blush  colour,  and  of  a 
delicatebell-sheq>e— and  their  divisions  open  or  shut, 
as  the  cherishing  sun  reaches  or  recedes  from  them. 
But,  perhaps,  the  bloom  that  is  richest  and  most 
promising  in  its  general  appearance,  is  that  of  the 
cAerry^clasping  its  white  honours  all  round  the  long 
straight  branches,  from  heel  to  point,  and  not  letting 
a  lesdT  or  bit  of  stem  be  seen,  except  the  three  or  four 
leaves  that  come  as  a  green  finish  at  ^e  extremity  of 
each  branch.  The  pear  blossom  is  also  very  rich 
and  full ;  but  the  apple  (loveliest  of  all !)  is  scarcely 
as  yet  open.' — The  Months,,  No.  IV. 

Timely,  thougb  late»  the  pomp  of  Spring  dftfws  on : 
Tbeir  flowery  carpets  «n«  the  meiis  prepuriog^ : 
The  woods,  jis  yet  some  wintry  tatters  wearing,. 

Now  haste  their  liveries  of  green  to  don. 

The  banks  blush  violets,  while  the  primrose  wan 
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Tfanists  her  meek  head  from  forth  the  trodden  leaves 

Of  forest  path :  with  them  the  cowstip  weaves 
Her  golden  pendents.    Thickly  now  upon 
The  dressy  hedge-rows  snowy  blossoms  stand, 

Of  sloe  and  cherry ;  for  the  speckled  boughs 
,  Have  burst  at  once,  as  by  enchanter's  wand, 

Into  rich  network :  green,  where  late  the  plough's 
Fresh  trace  appeared,  the  fields  and  every  thing. 
Hark!  from  his  airy  tower  the  lark  proclaims  the  Spring. 

J.  CONDER. 

DESCRIPTION  0/ CULINARY  VEGETABLES, 

[Continaed  from  p.  89.] 

Cabbage — Brussels  Sprouts. — This  delicious  vege- 
table is  said  to  have  originated  at  Brussels,  where  it 
has  been  caltivated,  and  has  remained  genuine  for 
more  than  400  years,  land  from  which  it  takes  its 
name.  It  is  an  accidental  variety  of  the  bretssica 
oteracea,  distinguished  by  numerous  small  crowns, 
rosettes,  or  sprouts,  appearing  in  the  axilke  of  the 
principal  stem  leaves,  and  soon  causing  these  to  drop 
off.  The  sprouts  much  resemble  savoy-cabbages  iff 
miniature,  and  they  are  very  tender  and  delicious 
when  boiled.  They  are  sometimes  served  at  Brus- 
sels with  a  sauce  composed  of  vinegar,  batter,  and 
nutmeg.  The  mode  of  culture  is  nearly  that  applied 
to  the  cabbage-tribe  in  general. 

In  Britain,  the  seed  is  sown  in  April,  the  seedlings 
are  transplanted  in  June,  the  plants  are  earthed  up 
in  September,  and  the  crowns  are  ready  for  use 
in  October  and  November.  They  continue  good 
throughout  the  wintier,  unless  the  weather  prove  un- 
commonly boisterous  and  severe.  like  German  or 
curled  greens,  they  are  generally  accounted  more  ten* 
der  after  having  tasted  tiie  frost.  Early  in  the  springs 
they  are  found  very  apt  to  run  to  flower. 

At  Brussels,  the  market  is  supplied  with  them  dur- 
ing ttie  greater  part  of  the  year.  They  are  seei^  as 
early  as  the  beginning  of  August;  and  the  supply  is 
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coattnaed  uninterrapted  till  the  end  of  the  next  April. 
This  prolongation  of  the  season  of  Brussels  sprouts 
is  accomplisJied  partly  by  successive  sowings,,  and 
partly  by  the  way  in  which  the  plants  are  treated. 
The  first. sowing  is  made  early  in  spring  under  glass ; 
and  other  sowings  follow  at  intervcds  of  about  three 
weeks^  till  near  Midsummer.  The  seedlings  are 
planted  out  in  rows,  sometimes  in  large  beds,  and 
frequentiy  between  the  lines  of  haricots,  peas,  or  po- 
tatoes. It  is  a  common  practice  to  pinch  off  the  tops 
of  the  plants  a  fortnight  before  the  gathering  of  the 
rosettes  is  begun.  This  operation  of  pinching  off  the 
tops  we  very  commonly  perform  on  garden  beans,  in 
order  to  promote  their  fruitfidness ;  and,  with  Brus- 
sels sprouts,  it  is  done  with  the  view  of  directing 
the  energies  of  the  plant  to  the  production  of  lateral 
shoots.  When  the  tops  are  left,  they  are  used  as 
greens  in  the  early  spring:  they  resemble  turnip- 
leaves  in  taste,  havmg  a  good  dead  of  the  peculiar  fla- 
vour which  distinguishes  the  crudferiB,  while  tlie 
sprouts  are  remarkably  bland.  Only  a  few  crowns 
are  taken  from  each  plant  at  a  gathering,  the  plant  it- 
self being  thus  left  nearly  uninjured.  In  this  way,  it 
pushes  but  new  rosettes  in  place  of  those  removed. 
With  us  at  homiB,  the  plant  is  generally  drawn  en- 
tire, from  the  ground,  and  in  that  state  sent  to 
market— a  wasteful  practice,,  which  cannot  be  too 
soon  relinquished.  The  tendency  to  run  to  flower  in 
the  spring  is  restrained  by  lifting  the  plants,  and  lay- 
ing &em  slantwise  in  the  earth,  in  a  north  border, 
or  a  shady  place,  as  is  often  practised  with  cauli- 
flower.: 

ISie  Horticultural  Society  has,  for  several  years, 
awarded  premiums  in  the  month  of  December;  for 
the  .best  specimens  then  produced;  and  sprouts  of 
exceUent  quality  have*  sometimes  been  brought  for- 
ward. We  may  remark,  that  very  small  and  com- 
padt  crowns  are  held  in  the  highest  estimation  at 
Brussels;  they  are  never  more  than  an  inch  across, 
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and  frequeally  mere  buttons ;  large  crowns  would  be 
utterly  rejected.  By  employing  only  the  most  genuine 
specimens  for  the  production  of  seed,  and  by  keeping 
these  far  apart  from  similar  cruciform  plants,  the 
character  of  the  Brussels  sprouts  maybe  preserved 
inviolate. — Horticultural  Tour  in  Flanders,  Holland, 
ftc.  p.  298. 

(To  be  eoBtiflued.] 


It  is  the  choice  time  of  the  year. 
For  the  violets  now  appear ; 
Now  the  roie  Teceives  its  birth. 
And  pretty  primrose  decks  the  earth : 

Then  to  the  9puV.'P9^Xt  come  away, 

Tor  it'is  now  a  holiday. 

In  MAY  1825. 
1, — MAY   DAY. 

'  I  SHALL  never  forget  the  delight  I  felt  (observes 
Mr.  Washington  Irving)  on  first  seeing  a  Maypole : 
It  was  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee»  close  by  l£ie  pic* 
turesque  old  bridge  that  stretches  across  the  river 
from  the  quaint  little  city  of  Chester.  I  had  already 
been  carried  back  into  former  days  by  the  antiquities 
of  that  venerable  place ;  the  examinaticm  of  which 
is^qual  to  turning  over  the  pages  of  a  black  tetter 
volume,  or  gazing  on  the  pictures  in  FVoissart.  The 
May-pole  on  the  margin  of  that  pontic  stream  ^xnn- 
pleted  the  illusion.  My  fancy  adorned  it  widi  wreaths 
of  flowers^  and  peopled  the  greenbank  with  dl  the 
dancing  revelry  of  May-day«  The  mere  sight  of  this 
May-pole  gave  a  glow  to  my  feeliag8>  and  tptead  a 
charm  over  the  country  for  the  rest  of  ttie  day ;  and 
as  I  traversed  a  part  of  the  fair  plain  of  CtaeBUfe^ 
and  the  beautiful  borders  of  Wales^  and  looicdd  from 
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among  swelling  hills  down  a  long  green  valley^ 
tibtrough  which  '^  the  Deva  wound  its  wizard  stream/* 
my  Imagination  turned  all  into  a  perfect  Arcadia/ — 
One  can  readily  imagine  (contiimes  the  same  Ae^ 
ligfaCful  author),  what  a  gay  scene  it  most  have  been 
ip  joUy  old  London,  when  the  doors  were  deco- 
rated  with  flowermg  branches,  when  every  hat  was 
decked  with  hawthorn ;  and  Robin  Hood,  Friar  Tnck^ 
Maid  Marian^  the  morris*dancers,  and  all  the  other 
fantastic  masks  and  revellers  were  performing  their 
antics  about  the  May- pole  in  ev6ry  part  of  the  city. 
On  this  occasion  we  are  told,  Robin  Hood  presided 
as  Lord  of  the  May : — 

With  coat  of  lincola  green,  and  mantle,  too. 
And  horn  of  ivory  mouth,  and  bnokle  bright. 
And  arrowi  winged  with  poacocknfeatherB  light, 
And  trusty  bow  well  gathered  of  the  yew. 

whilst  near  him,  crowned  as  Lady  of  the  May,  Maid 
Marian, — 

With  eyes  of  blue, 
Shining  through  dusk  hair,  like  the  stars  of  night, 
1   And  habited  in  pretty  forest  plight-* 
,  His^gr«ea-wood  beauty  sits,  young  as  the  dew.: 

and  there,  too,  in  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  pageant, 

were— 

The  archer-men  in  green,  with  belt  and  bow, 
Feasting  on  pheasant,  river-fowl,  and  swan. 
With  ^bin  at  their  head»  and  Marian. 

We  are  not  bigoted  admirers  of  old  times  and  old 
customs,  merely  because  of  their  antiquity :  but  while 
we  rejoice  in  the  decline  of  many  of  the  rude  usages 
and  coarse  amusements  of  former  times,  we  cannot 
but  regret  that  the  innocent  and  fanciful  festival  of 
May-day  has  fallen  into  disuse.  '  It  seemed'  (ob* 
serves  the  elegant  writer  just  quoted)  'appropriate  to 
the  verdant  and  pastoral  country  of  England,  and 
wen  calculated  to  light  up  the  too  pervading  gravity 
of  the  nation.  I  value  every  custom  that  tends  td 
Infuse  poetical  feeling  into  the  common  people,  and 
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\o  sweeten  aad .soften  the  radeness  of  rustic  mannerfi^ 
tvithout  4estroying  their  simplicity.  Indeed,  id  is  to 
Hxe  decline  of  this  happy  simplicity  that  the  decline 
of  this  custom  may  be  traced;  and  the  rural  dance 
on  the  green,  and  die  homely  May-day  pageant,  Jiave 
gradually  d}S£4[>peared,  inproportion  as  the  peasantry 
have  become  expensive  and  artificial  in  their  plea- 
sures, and  too  knowing  for  simple  enjoyment.  Some 
attempts,  indeed,  have  been  made  of  .late  years,  by 
men  of  both  taste  and  learning,  to  rally  back  the  po- 
pular feelmg  to  these  standards  of  primitive  simpli- 
city; but  the  time  has  gone  b^,*  the  feeling  has  be- 
come chilled  by  habits  of  gain  and  traffic ;  the  countiy 
apes  the  manners  and  amusements  of  the  town,  and 
little  is  heard  of  May-dayat  present,  except  from  the 
lamentations  of  authors,  who  sigh  after  it  from  amoAg 
the  brick  walls  of  the  city : 

For  O,  for  O,  the  Hobby  Howe  is  forgot' 

It  is  a  cuiious  circumstance  recorded  by  Mr.  John- 
sofi  in  his  ^Indian  Field  Sports,'  that  the  Ainddo^ hold 
a  vernal  festival,  called  Bhuvizah,  on  the  9th  of 
Baisach,  exclusively  for  such  as\eep  horned  cattle 
for  use  or  profit^  whi^n  they  erect,  a  pole  and  adorn  it 
with  garlands,  kad  perform  much  the  same  rites  as 
used  to  be  adopted  by  the  English  on  the  1st  of  May. 

1. — SAINT  PHILIP  AND  SAINT  JAMES  THE  LESS. 

Philip  was  bom  at  Bethsaida,  near  the  sea  of  Ti- 
berias, the  city  of  Andrew  and  Peter.  He  was  one 
of  theiirstidisciples,  and  an  apostle.  James  theLcss^ 
called  also  James  the  Just,  and  by  the  apostle  Panl^ 
James,  the  Lord's  brother,  was  the  son  of  Joseph,  af- 
terwards husband  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  as  is  probaUe 
by  his  first  wife.  The  first  of  these  martyrs  was 
stoned  to  death,  and  the  second,  having  been  thrown 
from,  a  high  place,  was  killed  by  a  fuller's  stafF;*;- 
Some  interesting  particulars  of  St.  Philip  andSt.James^ 
may  be  seen  in  an  excellent  little  work,  before  quoted, 
entitled  the  Protestant  Beadsman  ;  or  a  series  of 
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HofTiipkical  notices  and  hymns  f  commemorating  the 
S^i^  and  Martyrs  whose  holidays  are  kept  by  the 
Chvrch  of  Enoland,  12mo^  Rivixigtonsy  1822. 

il.— INVENTION  OP  THB  CROSS. 

The  ]Si>iiiiah  oharch  celebrates  this  day  as  a  festi- 
vbI,  to  commemorate  the  invention  or  finding  of  a 
wooden  cross,  supposed  to  be  the  drue  one,  by 
K^eaa  J  the  mother  of  Gonstantine  the  Great. 

6. — JOHN   BVAN6BLIST,  A.  F.  L. 

J<^  the  Evangelist,  so  called  from  the  Greek 
'  term  Etdfys^oif  A^  messenger  of  glad  tidingSi  was  a 
Galilean  by  birth,  the  son  of  Zebedee  and  Salome^ 
the  jroonger  brother  of  James,  but  not  of  him  that 
was  sainamed  the  Just,  and  who  was  the  brother  of 
our  Lord.  He  was  condemned  to  be  thrown  into  a 
oask  of  burning  oil,  Ante  Port.  Lat,  before  the  gate 
of  Latina;  hence  the  letters  added  to  his  name.  He 
lived  to  the  reign  of  Trajan,  and  died  about  ninety 
years  of  age^ 

8.— ROGATION   SUNDAY. 

.  This  day  takes  its  name  from  the  Latin  term  rogare, 
to  ask;  because,  on  the  three  subsequent  days,  sup- 
plications -were  appointed  by  Mamertus,  Bishop  of 
Vienna^  in  the  year  4S9,  to  be  offered  up  with  fast^ 
ing  to  God,  to  avert  some  particular  calamities  that 
threatened  Ids  dioces^. 

13.— A8GBNSI0N  DAY. 

From  the  earnest  tim^s,  this  day  was  set  apart  to 
commemorate  oip*  Saviour's  ascension  into  heaven: 
ailprQcessions  on  this  and  the  preceding  rogation 
days  were  abolished  at  the  Reformation. 

*18.  1824.— -RBV.  O.  STRAHAN,  D.D.  DIBD,    JST.  81. 

Dr.  Strahaa  pablished,from  the  original  MS.  no>^ 
deposited  in  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  'Prayers 
rad  Meditations  by  Dr.  Sam.  Johnson,'  which  evince 
bf^yond  all  his  conipositions  for  the  public,  and  all 
the  oologies  of  his  m^ads  and  adminers,  the  sincere 
virtue  and  piety  of  this  eminent  writer.  One  of  the 
nost  iateresting  events  in  Dr.  Strahan's  life,  was  bis 
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close  indmacy  with  Dr.  Johnson:  at  the  residence  of 
the  former  at*Idlihgt6n,  Johnson^freqtiently  fbiMid  11^ 
agreeable  chabge  of  place,  as  well  as  derivBd  nmcb 
benefit  to  his  health  froiii  the  siUabrlty  of  the  air; 
and  Dr.  Strathan  also  attended  oti  him  in  town  in  dis* 
change  of  the  sacred  offices  of  his  profession. 

.       )    >>   lb     19.— SAlNT- DUNSTAN.         > 

Dunstan  wa^  {Promoted  to^the  see  of  Worcester  by 
King  Edgar;  h6  vms  afterwards  Bishop  of  London, 
and  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  He  died  in  968,  in 
the  sixty-fourth  jrear  of  his  age,  and  in  the  tweoly* 
seventh  of  his  archiepiscopal  dignity.  His  mimeies 
are  too  commonly  known  to  be  repeated.       .  * 

■■'  *19.  1824.— bXron*  mabbres  died,  jbt.  98! 

His  great  work/the  *  Scriptore»  Lbgarithniiciy  is  of 
a  nature  from  which  no  pecuniary  advantage  wac^  to 
be  expected;  and  his  liberality  in  presenting  a  odfly 
of  it  to  various  public'bodies,  and  to  individuals, 
was  su^h,  that  he  was  very  much  out  of  po<9ket  by 
the  publication.  But  he  never  regarded  expense 
either  as  to  his  ow&  works  or  tfabse  ^ich  he  patron- 
ised  of  otbers,  and  he  was  nerver  wanting  inassistiB^ 
authors  whose  works  he  deemed  woithy  of  bmng 
submitted  to  the  press.  In  this^  case'it  was  ootiiinOtt 
witfi  him  to  take  upon  himself  the  whote  e^plbH^^cPf 
printing  aad  paper,  leaving  the  author  to  repay  himi 
when  it  suited  his  convenience,'Or  he  gave  hnn  the 
printing  and  paper.  In  one  ca^  be  advanced  above 
fifteen-hundred  pounds^  of  which  he^dM  not  i«C^V« 
a  far&ing  in  return -for  neariy  twenty  yiearsi-Blift 
perhaps  diere  never  was  a  man  so  little  att&ntil^  Id 
the  accumulation  of  property,  and'yet  at  his  d^tt  4% 
was  much  greater  than  he  himself  was  alrareof.  His 
only  guide  was  his  banker's  book;  and  aft^  defrays 
ingthe  expenses  of  his  chambers  attd  his  hou^aM 
Reigate  ^  and  Rathbone-place,  and-'the-  genenaffljr 
heavy  article  of  printing  andpaper  foir  himsdf  aiid 
oAers,  the  surplus  of  his  revenue  Wasinitestedin  tM 
flnree  per  cents,  without  tegavd  to  plfce^  •ttnd'lltt' 
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ilMs^t^vMmkg  more  of  die  matter. — See  an  in* 
teiestiDg  Memoir  of  the  Baron  in  the  QentUman'M 
Magazine,  toL  xoiv,  pp;  569*673. 

32. — ^WHIT-SUNDAY. 

On  WhilrSanday,  or  WhUe-Sunday,  the  cateehu^ 
ifiens,  who  were  tiienbaptiKed,  as  well  as  those  who 
had  been  baptized  before  at  Easter,  appeared  in  the 
aatjeal  chnrch,  in  white  garments, 

23.— WHIT-MONDAY. 

This  day  and  Wbit-Tnesday  are  observed  asfes* 
tivab,  for  the  same  reason  as  Monday  and  Tuesday 
in  Baster.  Their  religions  character,-  however,  is 
ahnost  obsolete,  and  ttiey  are  now  kept  as  holidays, 
in  which  the  lower  classes  still  pursue  their  fayoiirite 
di¥€«mons.  -  For  an  account  of  the  Eton  Ifonltm, 
see  T.T.  for  1815,  p.  168. 

*25.  1764.^ JOHN  MASON  OOOD,  M.D.  P.R.S.&C.&C. 
'  BORN. 

The  education  of  medical  men,  when  candncted> 
as  shoold  ever  be  the  case,  upon  a  broad  and  liberal 
plasr  not  only  leads  to  a  vast  range  of  collateral 
sci^ice,  bnt  is  necessarily^  based  on  ai^timacy  with 
the  language  and  the  literature  of  Greece  and  Bome« 
Hencefmany  of  the  first  physicians  in  all  agei^  liaTd 
been  distinguished  as  well  for  their  love  and  pinsuit 
<tf  elegant  studies,  as  of  those  more  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  practice  of  the  healing  art.  On  the 
contiki^t,  amid  a  host  to  which  we  might  pmnt  with 
pride  and  pleatare,  it  will  suffice  to  mention  the  ?e- 
netnted,  we  may  say,  indeed,  the  beloyed  names  of 
I^acOittorim,  JFtalhr,  and  Zimmerman,  men  alike 
dear  to  the  atodent.of  nature  and  the  disciple  of  the 
mnaes.  Nor  do  we  want  in  our  own  island  many;» 
both  in  the  past  and  present  times,  who  have  traced, 
wift-e^tmleoei^  and,  success,  this  two-fold  path  to 
iame»i  Bint  a  few  years  bave  gone  by  since  we  lost, 
imd  m?  the  Ti^ooir  of  his  days;  our  lamented  Lbydbn, 
a- physician  distinguished  among  his  contempotariee 
nM'Wimm  for  hts^enfliusiastic  Iotq  of  science^  (ban  for 
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the  beautjr  of  .kis  poetry,  and'  ttie  almost  imrivallad 
extmt  of  ids  pltikdogical  atlakimeiits. 

lake  Leyden,  the  stAject  of  owt  present  Iniof 
sketch  early  acquired  a  justly^as^ied  character  for 
dei6p  and  mIdtifiBucmis  erudition  ^  bnt^  moiefortulate 
flian  L^e&in  lengfliof  days,  he  has  now  added  lo 
ih^ae  aoqnisjil^ons  a  greats  and,  we  think,  a  perma* 
nent  reputation  as  a  medical  writer  and  philosopher* 

Dr.  Good,  though  bom  at  Bpping  in  Essex,  i^,  we 
nndeistand,  dedo»ded:from  afamily  of  greatrespect* 
ability  and  ^soi^iqmty  at  Romsey  netet  Sontiutwptoii, 
whiOler  Us^  fatfa^,  a  dissentiiig  minister  of  exetnpliuy 
dtaraeter,  and  considerable  litet«ry  attainments^  im* 
mediately  removed  on  the  death  of  his  elder  brother, 
and  whilst  the  sabject  of  onr  memoir  was  yet  an 
infant.  Here,  under  the  most  able  parental  tuition, 
his  iather  having;  married  Miss  Peyto,  (hefoiiaouiiite 
niece  of  that  excellent  man  John  Mason,  A.M.  the  au- 
thor of  th«  w^-known  treatise  on^  Self  Knowledge,' 
he  enjoyed  a  Yery  liberal  aoid  comprehensive  ini<- 
tiation  into  the  wafts  of  iiteratute  and  8ci«iee; 
0t.  Good,  if  tve  are  not  mistaken,  commeiieed  the 
emr€is#c^Msprc^9S8ion,  aa  a  general  pracfitioimr, 
atfiudbwy  iW  Suffolk,  where  be  married  his  present 
Itidy,  one  of  the' daughters  of  the  late  T.  Fenn,  Esq. 
tfbai&erc^that  place.  Sudbimr,  how&rer,  wasia 
fi^d  too  ^confined  to  afford  sufficient  Scope  forwnr 
aiilhov's  telents,  and  happily  be  was  induced,  in  liie 
i^rmg  of  the  year  1783,  to  exchange  it  for  themetio^ 
po^»f  where  he  tias  gradually  risen  into  that  celebrity, 
tetfe  as  a  scholar  of  uncommon  powers,  and  asi  a 
mSodical  writer  of  the  first  class,  to  wMch  we^haTo 
jttt  alluded. 

'  The  brief  limits  to  which  we  are  necessasily  r^ 
ntrioted  Wthenlitare  of  our  publication,  will  seaitnly 
aAfttit  of  OUT  doing  more  tiian  piesenttig  to^  ou^ 
rea^fers  a  bare  ^ramemlion  of  the  chief  works  which 
Dr»  €k>od  has  produced  ;^*^et  we  shall  be  tempted 
to  add»  thoue^  in  aaemdensed  a  finm  as  poeaMe, 
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a  few  femarks  upon  somcrof  the  mMt  imtpoitant  of 
his  labours.  With  a  critical  knowMgiD  ofclAssical 
literafore.  Dr.  Grood  had  eariy  in  life  combined  die 
stndy  of  the  oriental  langnag^s;  and  in  180S  he  pub- 
lished the  first  fhtits  of  his  philological  acquisitions, 
under  the  tifle  of  'Sokg  op  Sokos;  or  Sacred 
Idyls;  translated  from  the  original  Hebrew,  with 
Notes  critical  and  explanatory/  8yo.  This  vefsion, 
which  offers  a  new  arrangement,  is  beautifrilly  exe- 
cuted, undei'the  double  form  of  prose  and  poetry.  The 
metrical  translation  is,  in  a  high  degree,  spirited  and 
elegant,  and  the  notes  exhibit  a  large  share  of  taste 
and  erudition.  The  same  year  produced  our  author's 
^  Mbmoirs  af  the  Life  and  fFriiinge  6f  the  Rev. 
Alexander  Geddes,  LL.D.  8vo,'  a  work  which,  while 
it  interests  as  a  highly  pleasing  and  impartially 
written  account  of  a  very  profound  scholar  and  truly 
original  charact^,  impresses  us,  at  the  same  time, 
witibi  a  full  conricticm  of  the  writer^s  sufficiency  for 
the  task  ^irinch  he  had  undertaken  as  «  biblical  cijtio 
and  scholar. 

Two  years  after  the  publication  of  these  Memoirs, 
appeared  our  author's  very  valuable  tmnslation  of 
liDcietius,  the  most  elaborate  of  all  his  worits  in  the 
provinces  of  phUology,  poetry,  and  criticism:  it  is 
entitled 'Thb  Nature  ofThings;  a  Didactic  Poem, 
translated  from  the  Latin  of  Titus  Lucretius  Carttt, 
accompanied  with  the  original  Text,  and'  illustrated 
with  various  Prolegomena,  and  a  large  body  of  Notes, 
Philological  and  Physiological,'  2  vols.  4to.  This 
translation  is  in  bladk  verse,  and  in  numerous  in- 
stances, where  the  original  rises  into  fervour  and  in- 
spiration^ does  great  credit  to  Dr.  Xrood's  powers  of 
poetitel  exprestton.  But  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
convey  to  the  reader,  without  his  actual  inspection, 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  .vast  body  of  illustration, 
critical  and  philosophical,  which  is  included  in  the 
otes.  Almost  every  polished  language,  Asiatic  as 
ell  as  European,  is  laid  under  contribution ;  and  the 
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versions  urbic^  noilonnfy  aeeompaiiy  the  oaaierous 
parallelisDis  aad  gaotattons,  aie»  for  the  most  fsstt, 
executed  in  a  masterly  style*  To  this,  in  1812,  sac^ 
ceeded  a  veision  of  ^  The  Book  of  Job,  literally 
translated  from  the  original  Hebrew,  and  restored  to 
its  natural  arrangement  :,with  Netes  critical  and  il* 
Instrative,  and  an  introductory  Dissertation  on,  its 
scene,  scope^  lai^^ge,  author,  and  era,'  8to,  a  pro-r 
duction  wl»eb  materially  augmented  its  author's  fame 
as  a  student  of  oriental  literature.  The  Notes  are 
upon  a  very  extended  scale,  and  the  Dissertation  in- 
eludes  much  that  is  calculated  to  excite  the  deepest 
and  most  earnest  attention. 

If  we  now  turn,  from  the  fields  of  literature  to 
thoseof  science,  we^liall. find  Dr.  Good  a.  no  less 
ardent  and  succesi^folFCultivator.  He  had  at  no  time 
suffered  his  attachment  to  philological  pursuits  to  in- 
terfere with  his  prpfes^onal  zeal  and  duties ;  and, 
as  a  proof  of  this,  we  have  to  record,  that  between 
tiie  years  1795  and  1812,  he  had  produced,  inde- 
pendent of  a  voluminous  compilation  on  General 
Science',  not  less  Jiian  seven  distinct  worksjn  rela- 
tion to  the  history,  theory,  and  practice  of  medicine. 
It  is,  however,  to  tbd  year  1817  that  we  would  point 
as  the  era  which  placed  Dr.  Good  amongst  the  ranks 
pf  those  who  will  reach  a  distai^  posterity  as  guides 
and  instnictors  in  the  healing  art.  In.  this  year  ap- 
peared his  ^Physiolocicai. System  op  Nosology, 
^th  a  coireeted  and  simplified  Nomenclature,"  and 
dedicated  by  permission  to  the  President  and  Fellows 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  Limdon^  Of 
this  undertakings  in  which  the  diseases  of  the  animal 
fiinctions  are  arranged  in  classes  derived,  from  a 

K*  ysiologtcal  view  of  those  fanctions,  it  may  justly 
said,  that  more  full  and  comprehensive  in  its  plan 
than  any  previous  system  of  Nosology,  more  simple 

'  *Pantologia,  or  Universal  Dictionary  of  Arts,  Sciences  and 
Words  ;*  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Olinthus  Gregory,  and  Mr.  New- 
ton Bosworth.  12  vols,  royal  Sto. 
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and  intelligible  in  its  classification,  and  more  classi- 
cal and  correct  in  its  language,  it  bids  fair  to  super- 
sede every  attempt  which  has  hitherto  been  made  in 
the  difficult  provinces  of  ,medical  technology  and 
systematic  arrangement. 

Elaborate,  however,  and  arduous  as  this  attempt 
mi^t  be  deemed,  it  was  but  the  precursor  of  one' 
still  more  important  and  extensive ;  for  in  the  year 
lS82y  Dr.  Good  presented  us  with  *The  Study  op 
Medicine,'  in  four  large  volumes,  8vo,  a  work  of 
which  <he  chief  object  has  been  to  unite  under  one 
general  system,  and  in  conformity  to  the  arrange- 
ment he  had  already  given  in  his  Nosology,  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  medical  science,  so  that  being  con- 
templated and  studied  under  one  point  of  view,  they 
might  throw  on  each  other  a  mutual  and  steady  light. 
Physiology,  therefore.  Pathology,  Nosology,  and 
Therapeutics,  which,  when  considered  in  detail,  have 
almost  invariably  been  treated  apart,  are  here  blended 
into  one  harmonious  whole,  and  their  junction  has, 
in  this  instance,  formed,  beyond  all  comparison,  the 
most  complete  and  luminous  outline  of  the  science  of 
medicine  which  has  yet  been  published.  It  is  a 
woric,  in  fact,  which  from  the  elegance  of  its  compo- 
sition, the  wide  range  and  intellectual  cast  of  its  illus- 
trations, and  the  vast  fund  of  its  practical  information, 
will  be  alike  valued  by  Uie  man  of  letters,  the  philo- 
sopher, and  the  medical  practitioner. 

Beside  the  Works  which  we  have  now  enumerated. 
Dr.  €r6od  has,  at  various  times,  throughout  the  course 
of  his  literary  and  medical  cajeer,  amused  himself . 
and'the  public  by  some  beaatifol  though  anonymous 
puMicationgin  the  departoent  of  Origin  AL  Poetry, 
and  which  would  unquestionably,^  were  they  col- 
lected under  his  name,  entitle  him  to  an  honourable 
rank  lUnongsl  the  bards  of  his  native  country. 

26.— AUGUSTIN,  Ot  AUSTIN. 

This  English  apostle^  as  he  is  termed,  was  commis- 
aoned  by  Pope  Gregory  the  Oreat  to  convert  die 
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Saxons.    He  was  created  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
in  55s,  and  died  about  the  year  610. 

*26.  1824.— CAPEL   LOPFT   DIED, 

An  admired  poet  and  the  fribno  of  Bloomfield  ; 
a  distinguished  writer  in  the  law  department,  as  well 
as  in  defence  of  liberty ;  an  earnest  black-letter  en- 
thusiast in  literature,  and  in  private  life  an  amiable 
man. 

27*^VENERABLB  BEDE. 

Bede  was  bom  at  Yarrow  in  Northumberland,  in 
673.  His  grand  work  is  the  Ecclesiastical  History 
of  the  Saxons.  Bede  has  obtained  the  title  of  Vene- 
rable, for  his  profound  learning  and  unaffected  piety. 
—See  T.  T.  for  1823,  p.  130. 

29.— TRINITY  SUNDAY. 

Stephen,  Bishop  of  Liege,  first  drew  up  an  office 
in  commemoration  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  about  the 
year  920 ;  but  the  festival  was  not  formally  admitted 
into  the  Romish  church  till  the  fourteenth  century, 
under  the  pontificate  of  John  XXII. 

^. — XING  CHARLES  II  RESTORED. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1660,  Charles  II  was  pro- 
claimed in  London  and  Westminster,  and  afterwards 
throughout  his  dominions,  with  great  joy  and  univer- 
sal acclamations.  The  29th  is  still  celebrajted  in 
some  parts  of  England  with  considerable  '  pomp 
and  circumstance,'  gaiety  and  splendour. — It  was 
after  the  fatal  battle  of  Worcester,  his  forces  scat- 
tered and  his  fortunes  crost,  that  the  unfortunate 
Charles  fled  to  imd  found  safety  in  the  forest  of 
Boscobel.  There  cradled  in  an  oak,  in  the  com-, 
pany  of  the  faithful  Captain  Careless,  and  dis- 
guised as  a  common  trooper,  he  succeeded  in  evad- 
ing the  pursuit  of  the  parliamentary  myrmidons. 
Since  that  time  the  oak  and  its  acorn  have  been 
gratefully  remembered ;  and  have  given  rise  to  the 
following  elegant  stanzas  from  the  pen  of  a  gendeman 
whose  various '  flights  to  Parnassus'  we  hope  ;soon  to , 
see  cpllected  into  a  pretty  little  hot-pressed  volume. 


y  Google 


IN  MAY  1825.  133 


wMcli.  may  accompany  us  in  oar  siunnier  rambles^ 
as  well  as  take  its  place  in  our  winter  library  among 
the  poetical  worthies  of  modem  times. 

The  Pride  of  the  Forest. 

Giant  of  verdure !  Forest  King, 

Fadeless  be  now  in  branch  and  stem — 
And  high  towards  Heav*n  be  flourishing 

Thy  storm-unbroken  diadem ; — 
Oh,  there  is  one  that  crouches  nqfRr 
Beneath  thy  acorn-spangled  bough 

(His  nest  thy  sun-tinged  leaf) 
O'er  whose  hid  stature  there  should  rest 
A  statelier  robe  than  thy  green  vest, 

Denoting  England's  chief.  . 
Before  him  wave  thy  shadowy  hand, 
And  shield  from  rebels'  eye  and  brand. 

The  tramp  of  steeds,  pursuit's  hoarse  cry, 
(But  playthings  of  the  stronger  blast) 
Mount  to  his  eagle  nest  on  high. 

For  one  brief  moment— then  are  past; 
The  useless  curse,  the  desperate  vow, 
The  slackened  pace,  the  heated  brow. 

The  hunter's  reckless  toil,    , 
All,  all  are  vain !  Thy  friendly  shroud, 
(Welcome  as  shower-dropping  cloud, 

To  an  o'erheated  soil) 
'Envelopes  still  their  untracked  prey, 
.    Till  he  shall  burst  to  life  and  day. 

Ah,  yet,  awhile  thy  wind-rocked  limb 

Must  be  to  Charles  his  only  throne. 
And  the  crown  and  sceptre  now  for  him 

Thy  brancn  and,  leaf  alone.;— 
Thy  stately  trunk — it  hath  withstood 
The  rage  of  winds,  the  rush  of  flood — 

Of  his  &ith  shall  emblem  be, 
For  that,  with  him,  the  great,  the  bcave, 
Found  victory  or  an  honoured  grave. 

For  that  and  liberty, 
And  thy  myriad  leaves  shall  likeness  bring 
Of  a  people  hovering  round  their  king. 

Time  speeds  its  march,  the  right  hath  won, 
On  England's  throne  the  king  is  now. 
But  brighter  diadem  has  not  shone 
Ark  of  his  deluge  than  thy  bough 
M 
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Nor  palaoe  wall,  nor  tworcl  of  pawV, 
Nor  bolt,  nor  bUde  i^  perirn  hour. 

Can  sweeter  safety  bring ; 
Nor  guarded  tent,  nor  flatt'ry's  spell, 
Shall  be  a  firmer  citadel, 

Than  tby  leaf-mounted  wing ; 
Live,  then,  green  garland  of  the  brave. 
Pride  of  the  Forest,  as  of  Wave  I 

A .  "M.  Tle«!»Ltet6N,VMM. 

*MAY  1824.— ANlfUAL  MBKTINGS  Ot  THE  QUAKERS 
IN  LONDON. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  month  the  Annual  Meet<> 
ings  of  the  Quakbr  Sect  take  place  in  liondon. 
Deputies  are  sent  to  the  metropolis  from  the  various 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom;  and  their  internal 
government,  improvement  in  morals  and  rel^on^and 
increase  or  decrease  of  Htmr  fimdi^  and  commumty, 
together  with  much  other  btisiness  of  a  miscellaneous 
cast,  are  discussed  at  these  meetings.    While  notic- 
ing this  occurrence,  we  are  induced  to  insert  the 
heads  of  a  paper  ^On  Quakers  and  quaicerism/ 
from  the  pen  of  our  valued    correspondent   Mr. 
Richard  Ryan,  at  the  same  time  e:&pressing  our 
entire  concurrence  in  every  opinion  mere  stated. 
'  This  sect  (says  he)  Uais  not  to  call  forth  our  ad- 
miration, and  that  lately  too,  when  we  see  men 
despising  the  superflttous  enjoym^its  of  life  for  the 
noble  purposes  of  being  useful  to  their  fellow-crea- 
tures :  that  this  is  the  case,  has  been  Mffieiently  at- 
tested— and  that  their  contempt  of  these  enjoyments 
is  not  the  result  of  gloom  or  moroseness,  is  evi- 
denced by  their  continued  cheerfuhiess  and  unaf- 
fected courtesy.      A  oontemporalrY  ^itnt  has  ob- 
served, ''  that  tfiey  go  through  life  with  as  little  share 
of  heart  as  the  grotesque  figures  in  a  pack  of  cards," 
but  this  ungenerous  calumny  has  been  refuted,  not 
by  assertion,  or  by  well  grounded  argument,  but  by 
proof— positive,  undeniable  proof! — ^The  parliament- 
ary records  connected  with  our  prisons  bear  ample 
testimony  to  the  absurdity  of  the  remark.    The  libe- 
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raiity  of  their  antocriptioiui  to  ajlevif^te  the  dis* 
treases  of  otheie^  und,  above  all,  the  wppoti;  they 
reader  to  those  of  th^ir  own  sect,  whom  the  cruel 
tcoapests  of  adversity  have  reduced  to  helpless  iadi* 
geaqe>  demonstrate  a  philaothropy  almost  houadless, 
and  a  beaevoleace  that  knows  no  restraint.  Their 
sincerity  is  unimpeacbed  and  proverbial— they  make 
no  useless  profeasions--pay  no  fulsome  compli- 
ments, bat  pursue  the  straight  «uiid  direct  path  of 
rectitude,  without  retreating  or  diverging  from  it. 
Unmoved  by  the  world's  sneers--^untouched  by  its 
Hdicule—  they  gain  ^'  their  point  proposed/'  This  de* 
cision  of  character  is  ever  Ihe  accompaniment  of  a 
great  mind,  ^'  where  that  is,  there  are  more  virtues," 
<  To  censure  individuals  for  not  esteeming  the  va* 
niAiiig  pleasures  of  a  concert,  or  the  noise  of  a  ball* 
ro<mi>  is  too  absurd  to  be  cherished  by  the  thinking 
part  of  mankind  for  an  instant ;  but  as  many  of  the 
young  may  have  nourished  feelings  prejudicial  to  the 
sect  from  such  a  line  of  proceeding,  we  will  tell 
them  the  consequence  of  the  ado)[>tion  of  such  a 
course  as  the  Queers  pursue^ — The  mind  requires 
incessant  nourishment,  and  we  believe  there  is  no  in* 
dividual  who  could  exist,  if  destitute  of  every  pur* 
suit;  trivial  gratifications  being  rejected,  and  sub- 
stantial and  intellectual  enjoyments  substituted  in 
their  place,  must  necessarily  tend  to  mental  refine- 
ment and  ^e  cultivation  of  such  sources  of  pleasure 
as  will  bear  after  reflection.  Among  this  class  the 
beauties  of  Nature  and  the  wonders  of  Providence 
hold  ttie  first  place:  if  there  are  any  studies  that 
can  purify  the  heart,  or  elevate  the  mind,  it  is  the 
foregoing ;  and  will  there  be  any  hardy  enough  to 
contend  on  the  predilection  of  the  Quakers  for  such 
pursuits?  Astronomy,  Geography,  Mineralogy,  Che- 
mistry, and  many  omer  Sciences,  require  undivided 
attention,  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  student  to  ex- 
cel in  them :  and  how  much  more  likely  is  this  to 
happen  with  one  who  is  free  from  those  ensnaring 
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pleasures,  which  waste  hours  theinost  important, 
and  unfit  the  mind  for  thought  or  reflection  after- 
wards, than  with  those  who  possess  capabilities 
which  they  neglect,  or  suffer  to  dwindle  away  alto- 
gether, by  making  themselves  the  slaves  of  worldly 
vsmity,  and  year  after  year  following  up  a  career  of 
dissipation,  which  must  end  in  bitterness  and  regret. 
Surely  this  is  worthy  the  reflection  of  beings  who 
would  feel  it  as  an  insult  were  they  denominated  any 
thing  but  rafionaf  beings;  yethowwidely  astray  from 
the  dictates  of  common  sense  is  the  path  they  are 
pursuing !  These  observations  have  not  been  written 
with  a  view  to  elevate  the  Quakers,  and  to  dispar- 
age every  other  sect ; — it  is  to  hold  their  virtues  up 
to  imitation,  to  show  llie  pathways  they  have  selected, 
which'  have  made  their  public  character  (as  a  body) 
esteemed  and  revered,  and  filled  their  homes  with 
those  consoling  reflections  which  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  adversity  to  deprive  them  of.  Prejudices 
it  will  be  admitted  they  have  many,  but'  analyse 
thetn,  and  you  will  find  ^'  they  lean  to  virtue's  side." — 
Perhaps  they  possess  faults  of  education  or  habit: 
be  that  as  it  may ;  their  very  education  and  prcga<^ 
dices  conspire  to  render  them  the  benefactors  of 
their  species/ 

Astronomical  ^ttntttm& 

In  MAY  1825. 

The  Two  Heavens; 
A  Persian  Melody. 

'Tis  sweet  to  look  out  at  the  still  hour  of  dren, 
And  gaze  on  the  almond-trees  shining  afar, 

When  the  hills  they  adorn  wear  the  beauty  of  heaven. 
And  each  silver  blossom  seems  lit  by  a  stiar : 

Then  I  turn  to  the  waves  of  the  calm  Band  Amir  *, 

And  see  how  the  stars  in  the  water  appear ; 

>  The  antient  Araxes. 
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For  the  earth  and  the  sky  are  so  lovelily  blended. 
When  the  beam  of  Halaly '  first  struggles  to  birth, 

One  might  fancy  the  stars  ^om  the  sky  had  descended, 
To  play  with  the  flowers  that  bloom  on  the  earth : 

Tu  a  moment  whose  glory  is  equalled  by  none, 

IVhen  the  lights  of  two  heavens  are  mingled  in  one. 

lAUrary  Gazette. 

Solar  Phbnom«na^ 

The  Sun  enters  Gemim  at  18  m.  after  2  in  the 
morning  of  flie  21st  of  this  month,  and  he  rises  and 
sets  as  in  the  following 

table 
Ofihe^Shm's  Rising  and  Setting  far  every  fifth  Day. 

^^Y  1st,  Sun  fises  36  m.  after  4.   Sets  24  m.  after 

Ovu,   p.f»»»»»  J&f  •••••••  7   •••••  tSl    f  f  •  •  •  • 

lOtlly  •••^•#f«   JLo   •••••f«  4   •••f«  4T    ■••••« 

21st,  • ••    6  ••^•••.  4  *•»••  54  •pp9»» 

S6th^..* 59 3 1 8 

3lst,| 54 ^.  9 6  ......  8 

Equation  qf  Time. 
Instances  frequently  opcur  when  it  is  required  to 
reduce  appip^nt  to  true  time,  which  is  done  by  em- 
ploying  me  equation  as  directed  in  the  following 

Of  the  E^titm  of  Tim^for  evfry  fifth  Day. 

Sunday,  May  •  •  1st,  from  the  time  \yj  the  dial  mihtract  3    4 

Friday   eth, 3  36 

Wednesday  ••  lUh, 3  54 

Monday 16th, 3  56 

Saturday,  ....  dlst, ^ 3  45 

Thursday  ....  a6th, « 3  21 

Tuesday 31st,   ..,^.,..t 2  45 

If  the  time  be  required  for  any  of  tiie  intermediate 
days,  or  for  any  other  time  of  the  day  than  noon,  it 
must  be  found  by  proportton  w  already  ejcplained. 

•  The  Moon. 

m2 
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Lunar  Phenomena. 
Phases  of  the  Moon. 

FuU  Moon    .    3d  d«yyat50oi.after    2  in  th9  afternoon 

Last  Quarter      9th 21 9  atnigbt 

New  Moon    .18th 6 10  in  the  morning 

FirstQuarter    35th  • 51 6 

Full  Moon    .    3lst 58 11  at  night 

Eclipse  of  the  Moon, 
On  the  evening  of  the  31st  of  this  month  the  Moon 
will  be  visibly  eclipsed^  and  the  circomstances  under 
which. the  obscuration  will  take  place  are  the  fol- 
lowing^ viz. 

Beginning  of  the  eclipse 53  45  after  11 

Ecliptic  opposition 58    0  •••.  II 

Middle  of  the  eclipse 8  30  ....  12 

.  End  of  the  eclipse 23  13  ....  13 

Digits  eclipsed  are  0^  13^|  on  the  Moon's  northern  limb,  or  from 
the  southern  side  of  the  Earth's  shadow. 

'  Moon^s  Fasmge  over  the.Meridian. 
The  following  transits  of  the  Moon  may  be  ob- 
served this  monthV  should  the  atmosphere  in  tiiat  di- 
rection be  clear  at  the  respective  times. 

May  8th,   at  59m..  after  4  in  the  morning 

9th  ..,,  46 5 

10th  ....  30 6 

11th  ....  1!» 7 

12th  ....  53 7 

'24th  ....  42 5' in  the  evening 

25th  ....  32 6 

26th  ....  22 7 .« 

27th  ....  13 8 

28th  ....    7 9 

29th  ....    2 10 

30th  ....     0 11  

TABLE  . 

Of  the  Time  of  High  Water  at  l/mdonfor^^ 
fifth  Day. 

Momntg.  ^ftemohn. 

May  lst,at    44m.  after  0 14m.after  1 

'6th,  ..41 4... 2 5 

llth,  ..  44  ......  8 12 9 

16th,  ..  43 0 7^ 1 

21st,  ..  16 4 36 4 

26th,  ..  24 8 56 8 

31st,  ..  24  ......  1  54 1 
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The  times  for  yarioiis  other  places  may  be  found 
from  these  by  the  assistance  of  the  additional  nnm- 
hers  given  in  psLgefti  of  this  yolnme;  and  the  hours 
for  any  intermediate  days  may  also  bQ  obtained  by 
proportion. 

Phenomena  Planetarum. 

Phases  of  Vetms. 

The  comparative  breadths  of  the  bright  and  dark 
phases  of  tliis  beautiful  planet,  at  the  beginning  of 
this  month,  are. 


Mav  1st  /  W'«™i'iated  part  ==    1*2166 


[Dark  part =:  10.7834 

Eclipses  of  Jupiter's  Satellites. 
Jupiter  now  approaches  so  near  the  Sun  as  to  ren- 
der most  of  the  eclipses  of  his  satellites  altogether 
invisible;  so  that  of  flie  twenty-six  of  the  first  and 
second  of  these  small  bodies,  which  will  take  place 
this  month,  only  two  of  them  can  be  seen,  which 
are  the  following,  viz. 

Emersions. 

First  Satellite,    12th  day,  at  49  m.  22  s.  after    9  in  the  eVening 
Second  Satellite,  Sth   10  '•  •  13/ 0  in  the  morning 

Conjunction  of  the  Moon  with  the  Planets  and  Stars. 

May  3d,    with  »in  Scorpio,  at   9  in  the  eVening 
I7th,  •••.  »in  Aries,  •...  .7  in  the  morning 

ISth,   ....  Venus 5 

18th,   ...•  Mars. 5 

18th,    ....  Saturn.  •.....•    1  in  the  afternoon 
3l8t,    ....  a  in  Scorpio ...    7  in  the  morning 

Mercury  will  be  stationary,  on  tiie  2d  of  this  month, 
and  he  will  be  in  conjunction  with  Venus  at  5'in  the 
afternoon  of  the  11th.  He  will  also  be  in  his  inferior 
conjunction  at  6  in  the  morning  of  the  14tfa.  Venus 
will  likewise  be  in  her  inferior  conjunction  at  a  quar- 
ter past  4  in  the  afternoon  of  the  19th.  Mercury 
will  be  stationary  on  the  26th ;  and  Mars  will  be  in 
conjunction  at  half-past  10  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
day. 
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When  tbe  bahny  evenings  of  tius  month  innto  the 
contemplative  mind  to  a  loneljr  ramble,  ttie  eveu* 
ing^star  is  often  hailed  witii  peculiar  pleasore,  as  tbe 
companion  of  oar  solttary  inray.  This  id  flie  pefioe* 
fol  feeling  of  the  following  lines. 

Q»  the  ^EivENiNG  Star. 

[From  MoKhus.] 

Jbdly  Hesperas!  bright  torch  of  Beauty's  qaeen^ 
Dear  sacred  g«m  4>f  dewy  evening,  bail  I 

$9  shm^  tliy  rayp  above  her  spangM  sbeeo» 
As  glows  the  Moon  above  thy  radiance  pale. 

When  to  tb'  aocustoBied  fair  my  footsteps  stray, 
Now  timeir  «hine,  for^lo,  the  cbangelkl  Moon 

Drives  ber  dim  ohariot  in  the  bjaze  of  day» 
And  envious  sets  ere  half  the  night  be  done. 

Vq  plunder  tempts  me  through  the  treacherous  shade. 
For  me  no  nightiy  traveller  shall  moun ; 

^s  Love  that  caQs  thee,  be  his  voiee  obeyed  f 
Sweet  10  bor  jbove,  aj|4  ^\^V$»  a  «weat  reivan^ 

Trauskaions  by  Morritt. 

While  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  such  tranquilU^w^ 
circumstances,  how  t>e£^utifa}ly  has  the  poet  de- 
^nbed  Oe  fealingis  ihat  ispinetiines  take  possession 
of  tiie  whole  mind,  and  constitute  wbait  ttsUy  de- 

Thea  let  mj  course  below 
To  them  be  near  allied-— 
Far  from  the  worldly  sbow, 
Through  4ifn  sequestered  vaHeys  let  me  glide : 
Scarce  jbte  my  »U>p  descried 
Amid  the  ponypus  pageant  of  the  sceile ;    * 
But  irbere  the  hazels  bide 
Coel  atreain  or  «hade  beimia  ibm  \e»fy  fPc^^n, 
Miae  he  0m  gm$^  aeat^*)l  lively,  ^^  and  greep. 
WUhintiuwe  m^aiH  bovwM, 
W^^rf  ^weet  *o  Mr  md  jeye 
Come  gentle  si^bs  and  sounds, 
The  cnrrebt  of  ntur  days  shall  mamiar  by 
in  calm  tranq^lity  ( 

Kur  doomed  i»  tM  p'flpr  JPmt^^'M  pwlgr  be4, 
Nor  slotfafully  to  lie 

Like  the  dull  pools  in  stagnant  marshes  bred. 
Where  waving  weeds  are  rank,  and  noxious  tendrils  spread. 

New  MimMif  Magaxinei 
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%^t  Jgaturaltef  g  Siatp 
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^Tis  SPRING-TIDE  now :  the  butterfly  more  bright, 
Wheels  o'er  the  cowslips,  in  the  rainbow  light ; 
The  lamb,  the  colt,  the  blackbird  in  the  brake, 
.   Seem  all  a  vernal  feeling  to  partake ; 
The  <  swallow  twitters'  in  the  eartiest  ray. 

More  grateful  comes  the  fragrance  after  rain 
To  him  who  steals  along  the  sweet-briar  lane  ^ 
And  all  things  seem  to  the  full  heart  to  bring 
The  blissful  breathing  of  the  world's  first  spring. 

More  cheerful  comes  the  sunshine  of  May-morn, 
Tlie  bee  from  earliest  light  now  winds  his  horn. 
Busiest  from  flower  to.flower,*a8  he  would  say, 
*  Up !  arise !  for  it  is  the  morn  of  May  ! 

Ellen  Gray.   < 

With  what  delightfal  sensations  do  we  view  the 
opening  of  the  present  month  1  Every  tree  and  shrub 
clad  in  its  garment  of  youth  ai^d  loveliness,  shines 
forth  in  purest .  green,  as  yet  unsullied  by  the  de- 
structive insjBct.  What  production  of  the  most  skil** 
ful  artist  can  compare  with  that  inimita))Ie  picture 
which  Nature  presents  on  a  fine  May  morning ! — 
The  blossoms  of  the  different  fruit  trees  mingling 
their  tints  of  pink  and  white  with  the  more  sable 
green  which  surrounds  them ;  the  numerous  flowers 
which  meet  the  eye  in  varied  succession,  regaling 
the  senses  with  their  rich  perfume,  and  displaying  in 
their  endless  variety  the  skill  of  that  Divine  Artist 
from  whose  hand  they  proceed;  the  melodious 
songs  of  the  feathered  tribe,  exulting  in  their  liberty, — 
greatly  increase  the  effect  of  this  scene,  which  is 
rendered  perfect  by  the  glorious  source  of  light  and 
heat  rising  above  the  horizon,  and  diffusing  his 
cheering  beams  on  all  around. 
Morning. 

Grey  twilight  steals  along  the  eastern  sky, 
And  mom's  pale  blushing  tints  still  deeper  grow; 

The  joyous  lark  awakes,  and,  soaring  high, 
Carols  in  son-beams;  while  the  earth  below 
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Is  wrapt  in  dusky  shade ; — a  splendid  glow 
Of  crimson  light  flash«Ath«  early  day ; 

The  songs  of  birds  in  one  wild  oborti^  fiow^ 
As  mounts  the  sun  ;  and  quivering  in  his  ray. 
The  dews  of  evening  fly : — night's  shadow  rolls  away. 

CHARLES  BLOOMFIELD*. 

Such  is  the  picture  of  a  'fine  May  morning;*  but 
too  often^  however,  ia  our  northern  climate,  this 
'  smiling  season  of  the  year'  is  transformed  *  into  a 
Russian  winter  f  and  we  are  led  to  exclaim  with  the 
poet. 

Those  glittering  dew-drops  of  a  vernal  morn, 
That  spread  their  colours  to  the  genial  beam. 
And  sparkling  quiver  to  the  hreath  of  May ; 
When  the  rough  tempeat  with  sonorous  wing 
Sweeps  o'er  the  grove,  forsake  the  lab'ring  bough, 
Dispersed  in  air  or  mingled  with  the  dust. 

With  us,  indeed,  the  beauties  of  this  month  are 
rattier  those  of  infancy  and  promise ;  but  there  is  a 
gladness  and  hope  about  it  which  marvellously  de- 
light us.  There  is,  as  it  were,  a  sympathetic  re- 
vival and  budding  forth  of  the  feelings  at  this  pecu- 
liar season ;  a  delightful  expansion  of  the  heart  at 
the  return  of  May.  It  is  said  that  birds  about  this 
time  will  become  restless  in  their  cages,  as  if  instinct 
with  the  season,  conscious  of  the  revelry  that  is 
gohig  on  in  the  groves,  and  impatient  to  break  from 
their  bondage,  and  join  in  the  jubilee  of  the  year. 
'  In  like  manner'  (says  an  elegant  writer)  ^  I  have  felt 
myself  excited,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  metropolis, 
when  the  windows,  which  had  been  churlishly  closed 
all  winter,  were  again  thrown  open  to  receive  the 
balmy  breath  of  May ;  when  the  sweets  of  the  coun- 
try were  breathed  into  the  town,  and  flowers  wer6 
cried  about  the  streets.  Z  have  considered  the  trea- 
sures of  flowers  thus  poured  in,  as  so  many  missives 
from  nature  inviting  us  forth  to  enjoy  the  virgin 
beauty  of  the  year,  before  its  freshness  is  exhaled 

by  the  heats  of  sunny  summer/ 

'         —  ■ ' ■  ■    ■         t      > .  I  I'll  —— — ^ 

'  See  *  Remains  of  Robert  Bloomfield*  (vol.  i,  p.  90). 
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Tke  early  fiowers  of  sprin§,  to  those  in  health, 
always  bmg  with  them  a  degree  of  pleasure ;  and 
oar  affections  seem  immediatdy  to  expand^  at  the 
sight  of  &e  first  openwg  blosMAi,  ander  the  sunny 
wall  or  sheltered  banlt,  lM>wev6r  humble  its  race  may 
be«    In  tlie  long  and  dreary  months  of  winter^  our 
loT«  of  nature^  like  the  bads  in  t^etation>  seems 
closed  and  torpid;  but,  like  them^  it  unfolds  and 
reanimates  with  ttie  opening  year^  and  we  welcome 
our  long  lost  associates  with  a  cordiality  that  no 
other  season  can  excite.  The  violet  of  (mtumn  par- 
takes of  none  of  the  love  we  bear  to  the  violet  of 
spring^ :  'tis  unseasonable — ^perhaps  it  brings  with  it 
rather  a  thought  of  melancholy;  we  view  it  yntii 
curiosity,  not  affection :— nor  is  Bie  rosa  sera  like 
the  rosa  prima.     It  is  not  intrinsic  beauty  or  splen- 
dour that  so  charm  us,  for  the  fair  maids  of  spring 
cannot  compete  with  the  grander  matrons  of  the 
advanced  year;  they  would  be  lost,  perhaps  un- 
heeded, in  the  rosy  bowers  of  summer  and  of  au- 
tumn.   No ;  it  is  our  first  meeting  witti  a  long  lost 
friend,  the  reviving  glow  of  a  natural  affection,  that 
so  warms   us   in  this   season:   to   maturity,   they 
give  pleasure  as  a  harbinger  of  tiie  renewal  of  life, 
a  signal  of  awakening  nature,  or  of  a  higher  pro- 
mise— and  the  child  is  let  loose  from  the  house,  riots 

*  Violets,  a  Sonnet. 

BeSiutiful  are  you  in  ydtir  lowlln<)ss ; 

Sright  in  yOur  hiMS)  deticioas  in  ytmr  8i!«fikt ; 

liOtely  your  modest  blossoms,  downward  bent. 
As  shrinking  from  our  gaze,  yet  prompt  to  bless 
The  passer-by  with  fragrance,  and  express 

How  gracefolly^  though  mutely  eloquent. 

Are  unobtrusive  worth,  and  meek  content. 
Rejoicing  in  their  own  obscure  recess. 
Delightful  flowerets  I  at  the  voice  of  Spring 
Your  buds  unfolded  to  its  stmbeams  bright ; 

And  though  your  blossoms  soon  shall  fade  from  sight^ 
Above  your  lowly  birtfi-place  bnrds  shall  sing, 
•  And  from  your  elu^t'ring  leaves  iAie  gltrw-worm  flmg 

The  emerald  glory  of  its  earth-bom  light. 

B,  BaartcnU  « Poetic  Vigils.* 
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in  the  flowery  meadow,  and  is  'monarch  of  all  he 
surveys:'. nor  is  there  a  prettier  emblem  of  spring, 
than  an  infant  sporting  with  its  basket  in  the  sunny 
field  with  its  wreath  of  butter-caps  and  daisies.  With 
summer-flowers  we  seem  to  live,  as  with  our  neigh- 
bours, in  harmony  and  good-will ;  but  spring-flowers 
are  cherished  like  private  friendships. — Let  us  then 

Pluck  the  afresh  floweret,  ere  it  fade, 
for  'Time  is. yet  a  flying* — ^let  us  make  'coronets 
of  freshand  fragrant  flowers ' — watching  all  the  while, 
with  the  great  poet  of  Nature  and  Arty 

The  dew  which  sometime  on  the  buds 
Is'^wont  to  swell,  like  round  and  orient  pearls, 
Standing  within  the  pretty  flow'rets  eyes 
.  Like  tears,  that  do  their  own  disgrace  bewail. 

SHAKSPEARE. 

The  dew  which  falls  from  heaven 
.  Just  glitters  brilliant  on  the  branch,  and  then 
Exhales  to  Heaven  again.  H.  neele. 

The  latest  species  of  the  summer  birds  of  passage 
arrive  about  the  beginning  of  May.  Among  these 
are  the  goatsucker,  or  fern-owl,  the  spotted  fly- 
catcher,  and  the  sedge-bird.  In  this  and  the  follow- 
ing month,  the  dotterel  is  in  season.  Birds  are  still 
occupied  in  building  their  nests  or  laying  their  eggs. 
The  parental  care  of  birds  at  this  period,  iii  hatching 
and  rearing  their  young,  can  never  be  sufficiently 
admired\ 

The  lily  of  the  valley  now  opens  her  snowy  bells, 
and  the  flowers  of  the  chesnut-tree  begin  to  unfold; 
the  tulip-tree  has  its  leaves  quite  out ;  and  the  flowers 
of  the  Scotch  fir,  the  beech,  the  oak,  and  the  honey- 
suckle, climbing  round  its  neighbours  for  support, 
areoiow  in  full  bloom. 

'  Some  interesting  anecdotes  of  the  manners  and  habits  of  birds 
and  insects  will  be  found  in  a  series  of  pleasant  Letters,  entitled 
*  The  Bird  and  InsecU*  Post  Office,*  in  *  The  Remains  of  Robert 
Bloomfield,'  vol.  ii,  p.  123.  They  are  particularly  adapted  for 
youth. 
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So  doth  the  wood-bine,  the  sweet  honey-iuckUt 
Gently  entwiftt— the  female  ivy  so 
Enrings  the  barky  fingers  of  the  elm* 

All  the  yarieties  of  fhe  strawberry,  'plant  of  my 
native  soil/  now  open  their  blossoms,  their  runners 
extending  on  all  sides.  The  mulberry-tree  puts  forth 
its  leaves. 

The  insect  tribe  continue  to  add  to  their  numbers ; 
among  these  may  be  named  several  kinds  of  moths 
and  htMerBiesCpapilioatalantay  cardamines,  €Bgeria, 
kUhoma,  ^c.)  A  few  butterflies  that  have  passed 
the  inclement  season  in  the  chrysalis  state,  are  seen 
(m  the  wing,  early  in  May ;  soon  after  which  the  fe- 
male lays  her  eggs  singly  on  the  leaves  of  nettles. 

The  hutterfly  springs  on  its  new-wove  wings, 
The  donnoase  starts  from  his  wintry  sleeping; 

The  flowers  of  earth  find  a  second  birth, 
To  light  and  life  from  the  darkness  leaping ; 

The  roses  and  tulips  will  soon  resume 

Their  youths'  first  perfume  and  primitive  bloom. 

Other  insects  now  observed,  are  field  crickets,  the 
chaffer  or  may-bug,  and  ttie  forest-fly,  which  so 
mnch  annoys  horses  and  cattle.  The  female  wasp 
appears  at  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  and  the 
swarming  of  hees  takes  place.  —  The  garden  now 
affords  rhubarb,  green  apricots  and  green  goose- 
berries, for  making  pies  and  tarts. 

The  orchis  ("orchis  mascula)  will  now  be  found  in 
moist  pastures,  distinguished  by  its  broad  black 
spotted  leaves,  and  spike  of  lar^e  purple  flowers. 
The  ¥ralnut  (juglans  regia)  has  its  flowers  in  full 
bloom. 

The  banks  of  rills  and  shaded  hedges  are  orna- 
malted  with  the  pretty  tribe  of  speedwells,  particu-^ 
larly  the  germander  speedwell,  die  field  mouse-ear, 
the  dove's^foot  crane's-bill,  and  the  red  campion, 
the  first  two  of  azure  blue,  and  the  last  two  of  rose 
colour,  intermixing  their  flowers  with  attractive  va- 
riety.—The  country  is   now  in  perfection,   every 
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bush  a  nosegay,  all  the  ground  a  piece  of  embroi- 
dery : — now 

Many  a  blossom,  passing  fair, 

Playeth  in  the  wanton  air ; 

And  through  velvet  leaves  the  wind, 

All  OQseen,  doth  passage  find. 

The  air,  indeed,  is  enriched  with  native  perfumes, 
and  the  whole  creation  seems  to  smile;  on  each  tree 
we  hear  the  voice  of  melody,  and  in  every  grove 
there  is  a  concert  of  warbling  music ; — every  bough 
maintains 

A  feathered  cliorister  to  siog 
Soft  panegyrics,  and  the  rude  winds  bring 
Into  a  murmuring  slumber,  whilst  the  calm 
Morn  on  each  leaf  doth  hang  her  liquid  balm, 
With  an  intent,  before  the  next  sun's  birth, 
To  drop  it  in  those  wounds  which  the  cleft  earth 
Received  from  last  day's  beams* 

Now  the  swete  treble  of  the  chirping  birds. 
And  the  soft  stirring  of  the  moved  leaves, 
Running  delightful  descant  to  the  sound 
Of  the  base  murmuring  of  the  bubbling  brooke, 
Becomes  a  concert  of  good  instruments. 

Heath^s  Lingtta. 

And  now  the  nightingale^  not  distant  far. 

Begins  her  solitary  song ;  and  pours   . 

To  the  cold  Moon  a  richer,  stronger,  strain. 

Than  that  with  which  the  lyric  lark  salutes 

The  new-born  day.    Her  deep  and  thrilling  song 

Seems  with  its  piercing  melody  to  reach 

The  soul ;  and  in  mysterious  unison 

Blends  with  all  thoughts  of  gentleness  aud  love. 

Southe/g  Roderick. 

The  lilac^  tjie  barberry,  and  the  maple,  are  now 
in  flower.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  rye  is  in 
ear ;  the  mountain*ash,  laburnum^  the  guelder-rose, 
clover,  columbines,  with  their  singular  and  faatastic 
nectaries^  the  alder,  the  wild  chervU,,  the  wayfaring 
tree,  or  wild  guelder-rose,  and  the  ebn,  have  their 
flowers  full  blown. 
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The  varioas  species  of  meadow  grass  are  now  in 
flower.  The  battercup  spreads  over  the  meadows ; 
the  cole-seed  in  com  fields,  bryony,  the  aram,  or 
cuckoo-pint,  in  hedges,  the  Tartarian  honeysuckle, 
and  the  corchorus  Japanica,  now  show  their  flowers. 

Now  the  little  buds  unclose, 

Red,  and  white,  and  pied,  and  blue, 
^nd  that  vir^n  flowV,  the  rose. 

Opes  her  heart  to  hold  the  dew. 

The  *  rose,  with  all  its  sweetest  leaves  yet  folded/ 
now  tempts  the  changeful  atmosphere  of  May,  but, 
too  oft  oppressed  with  ungentle  showers,  and  over- 
charged with  wet,  bows,  her  head  to  ^e  coming 
storm;  reserving  her  riper  beauties  for  the  more 
powerful  sun  of  June. 

The  gentle  budding  ro8e,  quoth  she,  behold. 
That  first  scant  peeping  forth  with  virgin  beams, 
Half  ope,  half  shut,  her  beauties  doth  unfold 
In  its  fair  leaves,  and,  less  seen,  fairer  seems ; 
And  after  spreads  them  forth  more  broad  and  bold, 
Then  languisheth,  and  dies  in  last  extremes : 
Nor  seems  the  same  that  decked  bed  and  bower 
Of  many  a  lady  late,  and  paramour : 
So  in  the  passing  of  a  day  doth  pass 
The  bud  and  blossom  of  the  life  of  Man. 

Fairfaxes  Tasso. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  month,  that  magnificent 
and  beautiful  tree,  the  horse-chesnut  (Tiippocasta" 
num)  displays  its  honours  of  fine  green  leaves,  and 
its  handsome  '  spikes  pyramidal*  of  white  and  red 
flowers:  it  is  quite  the  glory  of  forest  trees.  The 
hawfiiom  (wJdte  and  pink)  is  usually  in  blossom 
about  file  middle  or  end  of  the  month. 

Now  let's  ffo  forth  to  feast  the  conscious  spirit 
With  alt  of  beauty  nature  doth  inherit, 
Fragrance,  and  sun,  and  greenness ; — to  behold 
Beautiful  herds,  in  lawns  of  living  gold. 
Couched  on  voluptuous  flowers,  or  'neath  the  shade 
Of  the  thick  ckesnut,  gloriously  arrayed ; 
For  in  its  honour  prodigal  nature  weaves 
A  princely  vestment,  and  profusely  showers, 
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O'er  its  green  maMes  of  broad  palmy  leaves. 
Ten  thousand  waxen,  pyramidal  flowers ; 
And  gay  and  gracefully  its  bead  it  beaves 
Into  the  air,  and  monarch-like  it  towers, 
Dimming  all  other  trees  ;->all,  only  one, 
The  beautiful  hawthamf  that  has  now  put  on 
Its  summer  luxury  of  snowy  wreaths ; 
Bending  its  branches  in  exuberant  bloom, 
While  to  the  liriit  enamoured  gale  it  breathes,  • 
Rife  as  its  loveTiness,  its  rathe  perfume; 
Glory  of  England's  landscape !  favourite  tree 
Of  bard  and  lover !  it  flings,  far  and  free, 
Its  grateful  incense :  whether  you  arise 
To  catch  tiie  first  long  sun-gleam  in  the  skies. 
And  list  the  earliest  bird-notes;  whether  you 
Linger  amidst  the  twilight  and  the  dew — 
There,  through  the  silent  air  its  odour  strays, 
Sweet  as  in  home-scenes  of  your  earliest  days. 

The  Forest  MinstreL 

The  principal  show  of  tulips  takes  place  this 
month  (See  our  last  volame,  p.  158).  We  aie  now^ 
indeed,  ushered  at  once  into  Flora's  drawing-room, 
and  surrounded  by  her  choicest  beauties.  The  *  gar- 
den's flow'ry  pride'  is  spread  before  us,  and  we  are 
lost  in  wonder,  love,  and  praise,  while  we  fondly 
contemplate 

The  narcissus  bright 
In  snowy  whiteness,  marked  with  various  stripes 
Of  vivid  hue ;  the  tulip's  gaudy  cup; 
And  the  rich  crimson  globe  magnificent 
Of  flaunting  pseony. 

Young  hares,  or  leverets,  in  favourable  seasons, 
are  now  seen  feeding  near  the  edges  of  woods  and 
copses;  these  maybe  considered  as  the  first  produce 
of  the  year,  but  the  mother  will  commonly  bring 
fortti  two  or  more  pairs  in  the  season*— See  our  last 
volume,  p.lS9. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  month,  the  phalmna  ha- 
nmli,  called,  by  some,  the  ghost-moth,  makes  \\s  ap^ 
pearance,  and  continues  visible  during  the  greater 
partof  the  month  of  June.    The  female  glow;*worm 
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(tampyris  noctilucd)  is  now  seen  on  dry  banks^  about 
woods^  pastures^  and  hedgeways. 

And  what  is  there  that  can  delight  and  inter- 
est the  inquisitire  Nataralisl^  or  the  less  scientific 
observer^  that  is  not  to  be  seen  in  the  pleasant  month 
of  April  ?  We  have  but  taken  a  rapid  glance  at  the 
poking  wonders  of  Nature — '  a  bird's-eye  view'  of 
tbe  '  sights  to  be  seen'  in  this  month:  we  have  only 
presented  our  readers  with  a  few  rough  sketches  of 
birds,  and  flowers,  and  trees,  after  Nature — ^and  to 
tbem  we  must  leave  it  to  pursue  the  delightful  study, 
— ^to  shadow  out  and  complete  the  *  pictures/  In 
the  mean  time,  we  will  retire  to  our  friend  Mr. 
Moir's  garden,  and,  seated  in  his  arbour,  hymn  the 
pleasures  of  a  vernal  eve — enjoying  *  Thoughts  that 
lie  too  deep  for  tears/  * 

O  'tis  delightfiil,  on  a  vernal  eve, 
Within  Uie  tranquil  and  embowered  recess 
Of  a  green  arbour  to  recline  alone, 
While  gentle  rains,  descending  from  the  sky, 
•MiLbe  plflftsant  music  on  the  thirsty  ^und ; 
Aiid  there  indulge  that  pleasing  pensiveness, 
That  languor  of  the  meditative  mind, 
Which  broods  upon  the  ocean  of  the  past, 
Sfow  sailing  onwards.    O  'tis  sadly  sweet, 
Ta  hdir  tbe  small  drops  plashing  on  the  stems 
Of  succulent  herbs,  and  on  the  opening  buds. 
While,  gently  murmuring  past,  the  west  wind  sighs 
To  and  fro,  waving^  in  the  twilight  air, 
The  broad  expanse  of  melancholy  leaves ; 
•  To  see  the  #ioA2fot(?, 'mid  the  fiiHiug  shower, 
.     Basting  aloft^  and  wheeling  'mid  the  sky ; 
And  baazittg  home,  tbe  startled  hwnblerbee, 
J^Qurneying,  in  mazy  flight,  from  flower  to  flower. 
Then  doubly  sweet,  and  doubly  touching  then. 
If,  tmm  tiie  distant  light-green  groves,  be  heard' 
Soft  Music's  dying,  undulating  fall ; 
Ab  if»  again,  tbe  Pagan  deities, 
Pan  or  SyKanus,  for  one  season  more. 
Had  sought  the  empires  of  their  antient  reign : 
And,  turning  from  the  concord  of  sweet  sounds, 
'  Oaxe  on  tbe  lovely  blossoms,  pink  and  white,    . 
Of  pear  and  apple  tree ;  the  varied  bloom 
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Of  varied  herli ;  the  maoy-tinctiured  flowers, 
Recumbent  with  the  weight  of  dew,  between 
Their  girdles  of  green  leaves ;  the  freshened  coats 
Of  evergreens ;  the  myrtle,  and  the  box, 
And  cypress,  'mid  whose  darkly-ckistering  boughs 
The  blackbird  mts*  Blackwoed'M  Ma^^ine, 

DESCRIPTION  0/ CULINARY  VttGHBTABLES. 

[Con  tinned  from  page  122*] 

Cabbagb. — ^The  Caul^^wer,  originally  imported 
from  the  isle  of  Cyprus  about  ttie  midifle  of  the  16th 
century^  |s  ooe  of  ihe  most  delicate  and  curious  of 
the  whole  brassica  tribe.  It  is  a  particular  favourite 
in  this  country.  ^  Of  all  the  flowers  in  the  gardeo/ 
Dr.  Johnson  used  to  say,  '  I  like  the  cauliflower.' 
Till  the  time  of  tlie  French  revolution,  quantities  of 
English  cauliflower  were  regularly  sent  to  Holland 
and  the  Low  Countries,  and  even  France  depended 
upon  us  for  cauliflower  seed :  as  it  respects  HoUaad^ 
however,  there  is  no  occasion  to  resort  to  Enghoid; 
for  the  quality  of  ttie  Dutch  cauliflower,  in  size,  co« 
lour,  and  curd-like  consistence,  is  unexceptionable. 
The  Dutch,  indeed,  cultivate  the  cauliflower  so  ex* 
tensively,  liiat  whole  barge-loads  continue  to  arrive 
almost  every  day  at  Rotterdam,  for  sevoral  months 
during  the  season,  and  the  vegetftble  is  also  to  be 
found  in  the  market  during  the  first  part  of  winter. 

In  France,  and  on  the  Continent,  the  cauliflower 
is  carefully  cooked  and  served  up  with  a  pleasant 
acid  sauce :— v^etables,  indeed,  are  there  coasider- 
ed  as  separate  dishes,  and  are  usually  accompanied 
with  some  agreeable  addition  to  their  native  attrac* 
tions  :  they  are  '  made  the  most  of,'  and  not  merely 
sodden  in  water,  as  in  England. 

For  the  early  supply  of  the  London  market,  gr^al 
quantities  of  cauliflower  are  fostered  under  hand* 
glasses  during  winter,  and  the  first  part  of  spring ;  and 
to  behold  some  acres  overspread  with  such  glasses, 
gives  a  stranger  a  forcible  idea  of  the  ricfias  and 
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luxury  of  the  metropolis.  The  snbTarieties  in  culti- 
vation are  ihe  early  cauliflower,  for  the  first  earljr 
crops ;  the  later  or  large^  and  the  red  cauliflower, 
having  the  ^alks  of  the  head  of  a  reddish  or  purple 
colour,  esteemed  more  hardy  than  the  others^  and 
good  for  an  early  crop. 

The  cauliflower  is  raised  from  seed,  of  which  half 
an  ounce  is  sufficient  for  a  seed-bed  four  feet  and  a 
half  wide,  by  ten  in  length.  The  soil  for  the  seed- 
bed  may  be  light;  but,  for  final  transplanting,  it  call 
hardly  be  too  rich,  the  cauliflower,  like  die  vine,  be* 
ing  reputed  a  '  rough  feeder.'  Cleanings  of  streets, 
stables,  cess-pools,  &c.  ought,  therefore,  to  be  li» 
bcvally  supplied  during  the  growth  of  the  plants, 
when  very  large  heads  are  desired.  The  principeU 
tomng  should  be  made  about  the  end  of  the  third 
week  in  August,  to  raise  plants  to  stand  over  th^ 
winter  under  frames,  hand-glasses,  or  half- Weltered  in 
warm  borders^  for  die  early  and  main  superior  cropit 
next  summer.  A  secondary  90nring  in  February  ot 
Mardi>  for  succession  and  late  inferior  crops,  the 
same  year,  in  summer  and  autumn,  h.  final  sowma, 
near  d^e  close  of  May,  for  ordinary  crops,  to  yield 
fhiit  the  following  autumn  and  winter. 

As  cauMower  plants,  when  first  planted  out,  are 
frequently  infested  with  flies  or  their  larve,  it  is  usuai 
to  sow  a  little  radish  seed  on  the  cauliflower  ffround 
a  fortnight  before  transplanting,  and,  the  flies  having 
a  partiality  iox  this,  the  cauliflowers  are  saved  from 
their  depredations.  Loudon's  EncyclopiBdia.  See 
this  work,  art.  3544,  et  seq.^ox  the  method  of  treating 
the  cauliflower  when  reared  under  hand-glasses  or 
frames. 

Broccoli^  another  of  the  hrassica  tribe,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  proceeded  from  the  cauliflower;  from 
which  it  is  distinguished  by  coUmr  in  the  flower  and 
leaves,  and  a  comparatively  hardy  constitution  to 
^tand  the  winter.  Mr.  Loudon  enumerates  thirteen 
varieties  of  this  agreeable  esculent;  we  have  only 
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space  to  notice  two,  the  purple  and  the  green  dose- 
headed  winter  broccoli.  The  purpk,  if  sown  about 
the  middle  of  May^  and  beginning  and  end  of  June, 
wUl  produce,  in  regjular  succession,  from  Augiast  to 
December,  or  until  firost  destroy  tlie  heads:  sown 
in  July  or  August,  if  the  winter  be  mild^  it  will  pro- 
duce good  hesMls  in  spring.  When  sown  in  the  be- 
ginning of  September,  and  the  plants  are  preserved  in 
mimes  as  cauliflowers,  fine  heads  may  be  expected 
in  the  months  of  June  and  July.  It  is  not  ham^y 
enough  to  be  depended  upon  in  the  winter  months. 
The  plants  should  be  placed  about  two  feet  apart  in 
every  direction. 

The  green  close-headed  winter  broccoli  is  a  new 
and  good  sort,  apparently  a  seedling  from  the  green 
cape :  it  continues  to  bear  during  Sie  wfao!^  winter, 
if  the  weatiier  be  mild.  A  single  plantation  from 
seeds  sown  in  May,  will  yield  heads  fit  for  nse 
frpm  November  to  February.  Plant  them  from  one 
foot  and  a  half  to  two  feet  distant. — For  frirther 
titformation  respecting  the  treatment  of  broccoK^  con* 
S]olt  a  paper  by  Mr.  Ronalds,  of  Brentford;  ih  the 
Horticultural  Transactions,  vol.  iii;  andMr.  jCott* 
don*s  EncyclopiBdia. 

The  whole  of  the  cabbage  tribe  are  liable  to  the 
attacks  of  the  larvae  of  the  tipula  oleraced  on  their 
toots,  and  of  the  caterpillars  of  butterflies  and  itiotbs 
Oft  thdr  leaves,  as  well  as  of  aphides,  or  cabbage<^ 
Uce,  snails,  and  slugs :  tiie  last  two,  with  catc^r^pil- 
lars,  should  be  gathered  by  hand  early  in  the' morn- 
ing, immediately  they  make  their  appearance  among 
the  plants.  Ducks,  sea-gulls,  and  turkey-fowH  are 
also  useful.  With  respect  to  the  other  enemies  of 
tibe  plants,  taking  up,  cleaning,  and  transplanting 
them  in  a  fresh  part  of  the  garden,  are  the  only  re- 
medies. The  ichneumon  manifestator  renders  us  some 
itisportant  assistance  in  the  destruction  of  the  cciter- 
pillar,  laying  its  eggs  in  its  body,  and  the  larvse 
feeding  <m  its  soft  substance. 


y  Google 


CULINAftY   VBGETABUft.  1S8 

Capsicum.— There  are  three  species  of  this  in  col- 
tivation,  all  of  which  are  raised  from  seed  in  a  mo* 
derate  hot  bed.  The  green  podsy  or  injflated  berries, 
are  used  for  pickling ;  and>  in  dieir  ripe  state,  are 
known  by  the  name  of  Cayenne  pepper.  For  seed, 
leare  one  or  two  of  the  largest  and  handsomeat 
shaped  pods  to  ripen  in  automn;— when  gathered, 
hang  them  np  in  a  dry  place. 

Carrot  (daucus  carota). — The  wild  carrot  is 
ccwmon  in  pastures,  balks,  and  headlands,  and  is  a 
biennial,  flowmng  from  Jane  till  August.  It  requires 
the  same  treatment  as  the  garden  carrot,  but  cannot 
be  speedily  improved  by  cultiyation.  The  garden 
carrot  is  three  feet  high  in  its  flowering  state,  and 
differs  but  little  from  the  wild  one,  except  in, the 
Idleness  and  sncculency  of  the  plant,  and  particu- 
larly  of  the  root.  There  are  several  varieties  dif* 
fering  in  the  colour  of  their  roots,  as  white,  yellowy 
orange,  dark  red^  or  purple.  The  orange  carrot  is 
most  generally  esteemed.  The  first  season  for  sow* 
ing  the  seeds  is  soon  after  Christmas,  when  they 
should  be  sown  in  warm  borders,  near  a  wall,  pales* 
or  hedge.  They  delight  in  a  warm,  light,  and  sandy 
soil,  which  should  be  deeply  dug,  tiiatthe  roots  may 
run  better  down,  for,  if  they  meet  with  any  obstruct 
tion,  they  are  very  apt  to  grow  forked,  which  spoils 
the  root  The  ground  should  also  be  dunged  the 
year  before  they  are  sown,  in  order  to  have  ttie  ma* 
nure  thoroughly  incorporated  before  they  are  planted* 

Carrots,  when  they  come  up,  are  liable,  like  tor* 
nips,  to  be  attacked  by  insects:  the  best  remedy  is 
thick  sawing,  so  as  to  provide  enough  for  the  in- 
truders, as  well  as  their  lord  and  master. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  wished,  says  Professor  Martyn, 
that  the  culture  of  this  root  was  extended  to  every  {NUt 
of  England  where  the  soil  is  proper  for  the  purpose ; 
for  there  is  scarcely  any  root  known  which  more  de» 
serves  it.  They  are  usually  served  up  with  boiled 
meats ;  make  excellent  soup>  and  form  an  agreeable 
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pudding.  In  some  parts  of  the  sea-coast  they  are 
brought  to  table  as  sauce  to  fish  in  general.  They 
are  esteemed  fattening,  and  a  very  proper  food  for 
consumptive  persons.  Sugar  may  be  extracted  from 
ihem,  but  in  a  smaller  proportion  than  from  the  beet 
or  parsnip.  They  also  yield  a  powerful  spirit  by 
distillation,  of  which  an  acre  of  carrots  will  produce 
more  than  five  quarters  of  barley. 
^  In  winter,  an  elegant  chimney  ornament  is  some- 
times formed,  by  cutting  off  a  section  from  the  head 
or  thick  end  of  the  carrot,  containing  the  bud,  and 
placing  it  in  a  shallow  vessel  with  water.  Young  and 
delicate  leaves  unfold  themselves,  forming  a  radiated 
tuft  of  a  very  handsome  appearance,  and  heightened 
by  contrast  with  the  season  of  the  year. 
^  Niext  to  the  cauliflower,  the  best  culinary  produc- 
tion to  be  seen  in  the  markets  of  the  Netherlands,  about 
the  middle  of  Augast,  is  the  carrot ;  this  vegetable 
being  uniformly  clean  and  healthy,  and  remarkably 
juicy.  The  orange- coloured  variety  is  not  uncom- 
mon ;  but  the  red  carrot,  with  us  styled  field-carrot, 
is  more  generally  cultivated.  It  is  customary  to 
<ow  some  of  the  seed  of  these  red  carrots  on  hot  beds 
about  New  Year's  Day,  and  thus  to  have  young 
roots  for  use  in  February  or  March.  A  fiill  crop  is 
sown  in  the  gardens  in  March  and  April,  and,  dur- 
ing flie  rest  of  the  year,  fine  carrots  appear  plentifally 
on  the  stalls.  The  Ghent  seed  is  reckoned  particu- 
larly good.— Horticultural  Tour. 

Cauliflower.— See  Cabbage. 

CiRhKRY.See  Salads. 

Cniv^.—See  Onion. 

Cress.— iS^  Salads. 

CvGUMBBR. — See  Salads. 

Dandblion.— ^€6  Salads. 

[  To  be  continued.] 
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In  JUNE  1825. 
1. — ^NICOMEDE. 

NICOMEDE  was  a  pupil  of  St  Peter,  and  was 
discovered  to  be  a  Christian  by  his  burying  Felicuia, 
a  martyr,  in  a  very  honourable  manner.  He  was 
beaten  to  death  with  leaden  plummets,  on  account 
of  his  religion,  in  the  reign  of  Domitian. 

2. — CORPUS   CHRIST!. 

This  festival,  '  the  body  of  Christ,'  was  appointed 
in  honour  of  the  Eucharist,  and  always  falls  on  the 
Thursday  after  Trinity  Sunday.  It  is  called  the  Fete 
IXeu,  or  Corpus  Chnsti,  and  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable  festivals  of  the  Komish  church,  beginning 
on  Trinity  Sunday,  and  ending  on  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing. 

In  Catholic  countries,  this  is  the  only  day  in  the 
year  when  the  consecrated  Host  is  exposed  in  the 
streets  of  the  different  cities  and  towns,  to  the  gaze 
of  the  adoring  multitude. — See  a  particular  account 
of  the  observance  of  this  day  at  iSeville,  in  our  last 
volume,  pp.  164-167. 

*3.  1822.— M.  HAUY   DIED, 

The  celebrated  French  mineralogist,  whose  im^ 
portant  discoveries  in  Crystallography  are  familiar 
to  every  lover  of  this  interesting  science.  His  va- 
luable Treatise  on  'Natural  Philosojphy'  has  been 
translated  by  Dr.  Gregory,  and  published  in  two 
volumes,  8vo,  with  the  addition  of  some  very  useful 
notes. 

5. — SAINT   BONIPAGE. 

Boniface  was  a  Saxon  presbyter,  bom  in  England, 
and  at  first  called  Wilfrid.    He  was  murdered  in  a 
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barbarous  manner  by  the  populace  near  Utrecht^ 

while  preaching  the  Cluistian  religion,  on  this  day, 

in  the  year  755. 

*7.  1520.— INTBRVIBW  bBtwbbn  hbnry  vhi 

AND   FRANCIS  I. 

This  took  place,  within  the  English  Pale,  between 
Guisnesand  Ardresin  France;  it  appears  to  have 
been  by  far  the  most  costly  ceremonial  known  to  our 
history.  The  English  were  said  to  have  carried  their 
Manors,  the  French  their  Forests  upon  their  backs: 
and  the  very  plain  upon  which  the  monarch  met,  from 
the  richness  of  the  tents  and  pavilions,  was  thence- 
forward called  Lb  Champ  de  Drap  d'Or.  Frwicis 
was  so  gratified  with  the  splendour  of  this  interview, 
that  he  ordered  the  cavalcade  of  the  monarchs  at 
their  first  meeting  on  horseback  to  be  carved  on  basso 
relievo,  on  five  marble  tables,  and  to  be  placed  in  the 
front  of  the  house  of  the  procareur-general  at  Rouen,, 
where  they  still  remain.  Henry  directed  the  inter- 
view, with  its  attendant  circumstances,  to  be  re- 
presented in  a  Picture,  formerly  at  Windsor,  but 
which,  by  the  munificence  of  his  late  Majesty,  now 
ornaments  the  Meeting  Room  of  the  Society  of  An- 
tiquaries. The  manner  of  meeting  and  the  regula- 
tion of  the  ceremonial  were  confided  by  both,  mo-  | 
narchs  to  Cardinal  Wolsey  :  see  three  letters  ad- 
dressed to  him  on  the  subject  in  JIfr.  ElWs  Original 
and  Royal  Letters,  from  Autographs  in  the  British 
Museum,  vol.  iii,  p.  162,  et  seq.,  to  which  we  are  in-  i 
debted  for  the  above  notice;  consult  also  Howard's  \ 
life  of  Wolsey,  just  published. 

11.— SAINT  BARNABAS.  I 

Our  sainfs  proper  name  was  loses;  he  was  de-  ' 

scended  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  and  bom  at  Cyprus.  I 

His  parents  being  rich,  had  him  educated  at  Jeru-  { 

salem,  under  the  care  of  Gamaliel,  a  learned  Jew;  | 

and,  after  his  conversion,  he  preached  the  Gospel  i 

with  Paul,  in  various  countries,  for  fourteen  years.  ' 

Barnabas  suffered  martyrdom  at  Salamis,  in  Us  na-  i 
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live  island :— being  shut  up  all  night  in.the  synagogue 
by  some  Jews,  he  was,  the  next  morning,  cruelly  tor- 
tured, and  afterwards  stoned  to  death.  The  Epistle 
which  he  wrote  is  considered  genuine,  though  not 
admitted  into  the  canon  of  the  church. 

17. — SAINT   ALB  AN. 

St.  Alban,  the  first  Christian  martyr  in  this  island, 
suffered  in  303.  He  was  converted  to  Christianity 
by  Amphialus,  a  priest  of  Caerleon  in  Monmouth- 
shire, who,  flying  from  persecution,  was  hospitably 
entertained  by  St.  Alban,  at  Verulam,  in  Hertford- 
shire, now  called,  from  him,  St.  Alban's.  Amphialus 
being  closely  pursued,  made  his  escape,  dressed  in 
St.  Alban's  clothes.  This,  however,  beiqg  soon  dis- 
covered, exposed  St.  Alban  to  the  fury  of  the  Pa- 
gans ;  and  our  saint  refusing  to  perform  ihe  sacrifice 
to  their  gods,  was  first  miserably  tortured,  and  then  put 
to  death. — See  some  beautiful  lines  by  Mr.  Words- 
wonTH  on  this  subject,  in  our  last  volume,  p.  168. 

*17.  1823.— ROYAL   SOCIETY   OF   LITERATURE 
ESTABLISHED. 

HUs  PRESENT  Majesty  is  the  originator  and  founder 
of  this  ^Society  for  the  Promotion  of  general  Lite- 
rature;' to  which  he  contributes  eleven  hundred 
GUINEAS  annually y  out  of  his  privy  purse;  includ- 
ing 100. guineas  for  two,  medals  as  Honorary  Re- 
wards to  be  adjudged  to  literary  works  of  eminent 
merit,  smd  to  important  discoveries  in  Literature. 
Hie  objects  of  this  Society  are, 

1.  To  promote,  by  assistance  from  its  fands  or  otherwise,  the 
publication,  and,  in  some  cases,  the  translation,  of  valuable  Ma- 
nuscripts, discovered  in  any  public  or  private  Collection. 

2.  To  encourage  sucji  discoveries  by  ail  suitable  means. 

3.  To  promote  the  publication  of  V^orks  of  great  intrinsic 
value,  but  not  of  so  popular  a  character  as  to  induce  the  risk  of 
individual  expense. 

4.  To  read,  at  its  public  Meetings,  such  papers  upon  subjects 
of  General  Literature,  as  shall  have  been  first  approved  by  the 
Coancil  of  the  Society;  from  which  papers  a  selection  shall  be 
made,  to  be  printed  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Society. 
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6,  To  adjadge  HoDorary  Rewards  to  persons  whoshaU  iiare 
rendered  any  eminent  service  to  Literature,  or  produced  any 
work  faigbly  distinguished  for  Learning  or  Genins;  prorided 
always  that  sncb  work  contain  notMng  botiU»  to  ^Befigton  or 
Morality. 

6.  To  establish  Correspondence  with  learned  men  in  Foreign 
Countries,  for  the  purpose  of  Literary  inquiry  and  information. 

7.  To  elect,  as  Honorary  Associates,  persons  eminent  for  tfae 
pannitofLitertiture;  and  fisom  these- to  elect  Associafes  upon 
the  Royal  Found«tion,  and  upon  tb^  foaadation  «f  4be  Socie^, 
as  circumstances  m^y  admit. 

This  Society -cooststs  of  FeUoWs  and  Assopit^tes. 
The  Associates  consist  of  two  classes,  ihe^rst  com- 
posed of  Royal  Associates  and  Associates  of  the 
Society ;  and  the  second  of  Honorary  Associates^ 
from  whom  th^  Associates  of  the  first  class  are 
elected.  Associates  of  the  first  class  lo  be  persons 
of  distinguished  learning;,  and  Authors  of  some  cre- 
ditable work  of  literature ;  ten  on  the  Royal  Endow- 
mmi,  and  the  same  number  on  the  Funds  of  ihe  So- 
ciety«  The  whole  number,  both  of  the  Royal  Asso- 
ciates and  Associates  of  the  Society,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Council  of  the  Society,  llie  ap- 
pointment of  the  Society's  Associates  to  take  place 
at  such,  time,  and  in  such  degree^  as  to  fiie  Council 
shall  seem  expedient.  No  person  to  be  eligible  as 
an  Associate,  unless  recommended  by  at-  least  three 
Members  of  the  Council. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Tbn  Royal  Asso- 
ciates, each  of  whom  receives  cflOO  per  anntHm  ; 
they  have  been  elected  by  the  Council,  composed  of 
th©  Fellows  of  the  Society.  We  take  the  alpbab<$trcal 
order,  and  add  a  list  of  the  principal  works  of  each  t — 

1.  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge,  Esq. 

Tbe  Friend,  Essays — Lay  Sermons— IVaoiitttion  of  Wat- 
lonstein — -Remorse,  a  Tmgody — Poems,  &c. 

2.  The  Rev.  Edward  Davies. 

Celtic  Researcbes — IVf  ytbolog;y  of  tbe  Ancients. 

3.  The  Rev.  John  Jamieson,  d.d.  f.r.s.b.  f.l.s.b. 

An  Etymologicar  Dictionary  of  tbe  Scottish  Lan^age-^ 
Hermes  Scytbicus— and  other  Works. 

4.  The  Rev»  Hiomas  Robert  Malthus,  bi.a.  f.r.s. 

Essay  on  Population. 
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5.  Thomas  James  Matiiias^  Esq.  f.r.s.  f.s.a. 

Runic  Odes— On  the  Evidence  relating  to  tbe  Poems  at- 
tribated  to  Rowlcv--Tbe  Shade  of  Alexander  Pope — 
and  Tarious  othei'  Works. 

6.  James  MiUingen,  Esq.  F.S.A. 

Peihtares  Antiques  in^dites  de  Vases  Grecs— Peintures 
de  Yases  Grecs,  de  la  Collection  de  Sir  John  Cog- 
hiil,  Bart— Recueil  de  quelques  Medailles  Grecques 
in^dites-^Medatlic  History  of  Napoleon. 

7.  Sir  William  Oaseley^  Knt.  LL.p. 

Persian  MisceUanies^OFiental  Cottections-<«*Travels  in 
Persia^  &c«— and  other  Works* 

8.  William  BosGoe,  Esq. 

Life  of  Lorenzo  di  Medici — Life  of  Leo  X.— &C.&G. 

9.  The  Rev.  Henry  John  Todd,  m.a.  F.s.a. 

The  Works  of  Spenser,  &c.— Milton's  Poetical  Works, 
&c. ;  Some  Accouiit  of  the  lAft  and  Writings  of  John 
M]itoB<-*-Itta84rations  of  the  Lives  and  Writings  of 
GoweK  aad  Chauoer-— Menwrs  of  the  Life  and  Writings 
of  Bishop  Walton^  &c.— Johnson's  Dictionary  cor-, 
rected,  &c. 
1©:  Sharon  Tarner,  Esq.  f.s.a. 

History  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  &c— Vindication  of  the  Ge- 
nuineness of  the  Ancient  British  Poems  of  Aneolia, 
Taliesin,  Llywarchlen,  and  Merdhin ;  to  '  which  are 
added,  An  Essay  on  the  Antiquity  of  Rhyme  in  Europe ; 
'The  Yoluspa'— ^e  History  of  England  during  the 
Middle  Ages,  &C-*  Prolusions. 

♦18.— BATTLB  OF  WATBRLOO* 

20. — TRAiis RATION  OF  EDWARD,  King  of  the  West 

Saxons. 
'  Edward  hfeing  barbarously  murdered  by  his  mother- 
in-law,  was  first  buried  at  Warham,  without  any  so^ 
lemnity;  but  after  three  years,  was  carried  by  Duke 
Alferus  to  llie  minster  of  Shrewsbury,  and  there  in- 
terred with  great  pomp. 

21.— LONGEST   DAY. 

This  day  is,  in  London,  16h.  34m.  5s.,  allowing 
9  m.  16  s.  for  refraction. 

iNscRiPTioN/or  my  Daughters'  HotrR-GLASs. 
Mwrk  the  golden  grains  that  pass 
Brightly  t£-ough  this  channelled  glass. 
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Measuring  by  their  ceaseless  fall 
Heaven's  most  precious  gift  to  all ! 
Busy,  till  its  sand  be  done. 
See  the  shining  current  run  ; 
But,  th'  allotted  numbers  shed. 
Another  hour  of  life  hath  fled ! 
Its  task  performed,  its  trUyail  past,  ^ 

Like  mortal  man  it  rests  at  last! 
Yet  let  some  hand  invert  its  frame, 
And  all  its  powers  return  the  same;' 
Whilst  any  golden  grains  remain,   * 
Twill  work  its  little  hour  again. — 
But  who  shall  turn  the  glass  for  Man, 
When  all  his  golden  grains  have  ran? 
Who  shall  collect  his  scattered  sand, 
.  dispersed  by  Ti  me's  unsparing  hand  f — 
Never  can  one  grain  be  found, 
HoWer  we  anxious  search  around  I 

Then,  Daughters,  since  this  truth  is  phiia, 
That  Time  once  gone  ne^er  conies  again, 
Improved  bid  ey*ry  moment  pass — 
See  how  the  sand  rolls  down  your  glass. 

J.  mccrebry'. 

24.— SAINT  JOHN   THE   BAPTIST    and    MIDSUMMER 

DAY. 

The  nativiiy  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  is  celebrated 
by  the  Christian  church  on  this  day,  because  he  was 
the  Forerunner  of  our  blessed  Lord,  and,  by  preach- 
ing the  doctrine  of  repentance,  prepared  the  way  for 
the  gospel.  St.  John  is  named  by  an  old  divine, 
*  The  Isthmus  which  connects  the  Jewish  and  Chris- 
tian dispensations ;  in  his  life  a  miracle,  and  in  his 
death  a  martyr.'  He  is  also,  frequently  called  *  The 
Morning-Star.'  Moses  and  the  Prophets,  like  the 
glimmering  of  the  twilight,  dawned  first :  John  imme- 
diately preceded  the  rising  of  that  Sun  of  righteous-^- 
ness,  which  has  enlightened  the  whole  world.    The 

stem  sublimity  of  his  character  and  preaching  seems 

'  I  ' '  '         ^  . . I    ... —  — 

*  A  poet  as  well  as  a  typographer :— .see  his  *  Prbss,  a  Poem  ;*  as  re- 
markable for  the  splendour  of  its  mechanical  execution  and  beauti- 
ful engravings  on  wood,  as  for  the  mental  energy  displayed  in  it& 
harmonious  numbers. 
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to  have  created  imiTersal  awe>  and  his  irreproach- 
uVl^  life  universal  esteem.  Even  Herod  feared  and 
respected  him;  and  we  have  the  testimony  of  Scrip- 
khre  fiiat  bis  consent  to  sacrifice  him  to  the  vengeance 
of  his  incestuous  wife  was  wrung  from  him  by  stra- 
tagem^ and  followed  by  remorse. — Brotestant  Beads^ 
man,  jf.  47,  et  seq. 

In  antient  times,  on  the  vigil  of  this  Saint,  the  doors 
of  every  house  were  shaded  with  green  birch,  long 
fenael,  St.  John^s  woti,  orpin^  and  the  like  inters 
spersed  witii  garlands  of  flowers;  and  these  orna- 
ments were  adorned  with  lamps  kept  lighted  during 
the  night.  As  the  sun  approached  its  setting,  ban' 
fires  became  numerous,  and  tables  were  set  in  the 
porch  of  ^vety  house,  well  furnished  with  march* 
pane,  wassail-bread,  and  'jolly  good  ale  and  old,' 
where  the  seniors  enjoyed  their  telk  of  *  auM  lang 
Syne,'  and  the  young  men  and  maidens  crowned  with 
gariands  ef  St;  Joboi's  wort  and  vervain,  and  with 
violets  and  lilies  in  their  hands,  danced  round  the 
Midsummer  fires,  and  cast  their  flowers  into  its 
bosom,  deprecai^g  the  evils  smd  imploring  the  bless- 
ings of  the  passing  year'. 

It  was  the  belief  of  our  credulous  anciestors,  that 
llie/eT'Ti^^edf  became  visible  only  on  St.  John's  Eve, 
and  at  the  precise  moment  of  the  birth  of  the  Saint; 
that  it  was  under  the  peculiar  protection  of  the  Queen 
of  Faery,  and  that  in  fins  awful  inght  the  most  tre- 
mendous conflicts  took  place,  for  its  possession,  be- 
tween sorcerers  and  spirits;  for 

The  wondVoas  one-night  seeding  feme, 
as  Browne  calls  it,  was  conceived  not  only  to  confer 
invisibility  ai  pleasure  on  those  who  succeeded  in 
procuring  it^  but  it  was  also  esteemed  of  sovereign 
jj^oiency  in  the  fabrication  of  charms  and  incantations. 

•  *  See  a  '  Tale  of  the  Days  of  Shakapeare,'  iu  Dr.  Drdke*$  N^onUtU 
Bour$f  jroL  i,  p.  17^  e#  §eq. 

O  2 
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Thpse^  therefore^  who  were  addicted  to  the  arts  of' 
.  magic,  and  possessed  sufficient  courage  for  the  en- 
terprise, were  believed  to  watch  in  solitude  during 
this  solemn  period,  in  order  that  they  might  seize  the 
seed  on  the  instant  of  its  appearance'. 

*24.   1834.— WILSON    LOWHY   DIEp, 

An  engraver  who  carried  the  mechanica.1  perfec- 
tion of  his  art  to  such  a  height,  as  to  excite  general 
admiration.  He  engraved  most  of  the  plates  on  me* 
clianical  subjects  in  ^  Rees's  Encyctopadid  ;*  and 
some  of  the  finest  specimens  of  his  talents,  as  an  ar- 
chitectural engraver^  are  ta  be  found  in  Murphy's 
Batalha,  and  in 'Mr.  GwilVs  new  an^  splendid  edi- 
tion of  \  Sir  Wm.  Chambers's  Architecture,'  a  book 
which  should  be  in  the  library  of  every  studept. 

29.— SAINT  PETER. 

Peter's  original  name.  Simon,  was  not  abolished  by 
Christ,  but  that  of  Cephas  was  added  to  it,  which 
in  Syriac,  the  vulgar  language  of  the  Jews,  signified 
a  stone  or  rock ;  hence  the  Greek  Ilirf  oc»  and  our 
Peter.  Tne  apostle's  father  was  Joncdi,  probably  a 
fisherman  of  Bethsaida.  His  brother  Andrew,  being 
first  convcirted,  Svas  said  to  be  an  instrument  of 
Peter's  conversion,  John  i,  40,  41.  St.  Pjeter  liveid  at 
Capernaum :  he  was  a  married  man,  and  his  wii!e's 
mother  lived  with  them.  Christ  seems  to  have  fre- 
quently lodged  or  sojourned  at  his  house.-^See  iMke 
iv,  31-38,  and  Bp.  Hall's  Contemplation  on  the  Tri- 
bute Money. 

*80.  1824.— feEV.  T.   RENNELL  DIED,  MT.  37, 

'  Son  of  the  present  venerable'and  eminent  Deiui  of 
Winchester  and  Master  of  the  Temple.  Of  his  learn- 
ing and  talents  ft  is  unnecessary  to  speak,  as  these 
have  been  sufficiently  evinced*  by  the  various  able 
works  he  has  published  in  defence  of  Revealed  Re- 
ligion. The  lasteffdrt  of  his  zeal  for  this  canse^  which 
had  so  often  received  the  aid  of  his  powerful  abHi- 

'  Dr.  Drake's  Shakspeare  and  his  Timei,  vol.  i,  p.  dS9. 
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ties,  caoBot  fail  to  be  read  with  attention  by  the 
Christian  public.  It  is  entitled  '.  A  Narrative  of  the 
Conversion  and  Death  of  Count  Stmensee,  formerly 
Prime  Minister  of  Denmark^  by  Dr.  Mnnter,  trans- 
lated from  the  German  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wender- 
born/  to  which  are  prefixed  an  Introduction  and 
Notes  by  Mr.  Rennell.  In  the  pulpit  he  was  earnest, 
eloquent,  and  persuasive.  To  vigour  of  thought,  he 
jmned  a  copiousness  and  force  of  language,  a  feli- 
city oif  illustration,  an  impressiveness  of  manner,  and 
a  power  of  applying  his  subject  to  the  conscience, 
which  at  once  won  the  attention  and  touched  the 
heart.  His  memory  will  be  long  cherished  in  the 
parish  of  Keiisington,  of  which  he  was  the  Vicar ; 
and  the  unavailing  regret  of  his  flock  at  the  loss  of 
so  amiable  a  man  and  so  excellent  a  minister,  could 
only  have  been  alleviated  by  the  appointment  of 
such  a  successor  in  the  vicarage  as  Mr.  Archdea- 
con PoTT^— a  successor  such  as  Mr.  Rennell  him- 
selfwduld  have  chosen,  and  for  whom  he  entertained 
tiie  most  sincere  nespect  and  regard.-*-For  some  in- 
teresting particulars  of  Mr.  Rennell,  consult  the  Gent^ 
UmavLS  Magazine^  vol.  xciv,  p.  ii,  p.  178. 

*  JUNE  1824.      LIBRARY    BSTAi3LISHED    BY  THE 
CORPORATION  OF  LONDON, 

Who  have  unanimously  voted  c£600  as  an  outfit, 
and  £200  per  annum  for  the  pnrchaseof  books,  which 
are  to  consist  of  topographical  and  other  works  rela- 
tive to  the  City  of  London,  from  the  earliest  period 
to  the  present  time.  This  Library  is  placed  under 
the  direction  of  thirteen  members  of  the  Common 
Council.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI,  there  was 
'a  £i^yre  and  Icurge  Library,  pertaining  to  the  Guildhall 
and  College,'  but  the  books  were  sent  for  by  Edward 
Duke  of  Somerset,  Lord  Protector, '  with  promise  to 
be  restored  shortly'— 6tt<  were  never  returned! — How 
many  books,  under  similar  '  promises,'  have  since 
shared  the  sa^me  fate !  and  will  continue  so  to  d<>^ 
a»(]r«6  ad  jtitem  of  book-lending. 
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*  J^tliB  18S4L-^ETIEKNX  BAQUR  DIED,  iET*124! 

MTbile  *  culling^  of  simples/  the  humble  trade  of 
thia  patriarchy  in  the  commune  of  Estadetis,  Haute 
Craronne :  he  was  held  in  esteem,  almost  as  a  saint, 
«  by  the  populace. — ^Tbere  is  now  living,  at  Paiis^  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Pierre  Hne^  who  is  said  to  have 
anriTed  at  the  great  age  of  120. 

*  JUNE  1824L— ARTHUR  KERSHAW  Dt£D,  MT.  68, 

In  a  garret  in  Red  Lion  Passage,  Fleet  Street,  des- 
titate  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life :  he  was  for  a 
long  tin»  employed  in  London  as  a  translator,  corvee* 
tm  of  the  press,  &c.  &c«  but  principally,  it  is  said^  by 
Sir  Richard  Phillips  to  writs  for  the  Monthly  Maga* 
me,  and  for  various  other  works  which  he  pubUiAed. 
The  feeble  thread  of  life  was  somewhat  extended  by 
tiie  beneficence  of  the  Literary  Fund;  and  the  kind 
haxvi  af  charity  committed  bis  mortal  remains  to  the 
cold  and  silent  tomb. 

In  JUNE  1825. 

The  light  witti  kind  delay  prolongs  his  reign : 
'    The  solemn  midnight  wears  unusual  Smiles, 
If  midnight  «e  may  barney  where  softer  ahades 
Lead  only  milder  beauties. 

Solar  Phenovbna. 

Thb  Snn  enters 'Cancer  at  48m.  after  6  in  the 
^enia^  of  the  31st  of  this  moi^.  He  will  ahso  be 
edipsed  on  tike  16th,  bat  the  eclipse  mil  beiavisible 
in  tnis  country. 

The  conjonctibn  will  take  place  at  Oh.  2S}ja.  in 
longitude  2  s.  24^  5»i\  the  Moon's  latitude  hiding  !^f 
south, 

.  The  Sun  will  be  centrally  eclipsed  on  the  meridian 
ajt  Oh.  21  m.  in  longitude  S"  13^' west»  aadinlatitade 
Q^56i' north.    - 

.  Tbud  Sua  will  likewise  tisa  aoid  tel/ during  the  same 
period  as  in  the  following 
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TABLE 

Of  the  Sun's  Rmng  and  Setthigfar  every  fifth  Day. 

June  1st,  Sun  rises  53  m.  after  3.     Sets  7  m.  after  8 

6th 49  3  11  8 

Uth 45  3  15  8 

16th,   ,  43  ..^ 3 17  8 

-Slst,    43  ..,....„  3  17  „* 8 

26tb,   44  3  16 o    8 

Equation  of  Time. 
To  find  trae  from  apparent'  time/ .the  correction 
must  be  applied  as  directed  in  tibe  following  Table, 
and  the  quantity  for  any  of  the  intermediate  days 
found  by  proportion,  as  already  specified. 

TABLE 

Of  the  Equation  of  Time  for  every  fifth  Day. 

Wednesday,  June  Ist,   from  the  time  by  the  dial  tuht,  2  36 

Monday, 6th,     ^ ; 148 

Saturday,  ....  Uth,     0  51 

Thursday,  ....  16th,    to  the  time  by  the  dial  add  0  11 

Tuesday, 21st,      1  16 

Sunday, 26th,     2  20 

Lunar  Phenombna. 
Phases  of  the  Moon. 

Last  Quarter,     Sth  day,  at  17  m.  after     2  in  the  afternoon 

New  Moon,..  16th 22 0 

First  Quarter,  23d 15  ........  11  in  the  morning 

Fun  Moon,  ..  30th 4  10  ...^ 

Moon's  Passage  over  the  Meridian. 
The  following  transits  have  been^elected  as  afford- 
ing the  most  favourable  ppportunities  of  observation 
during  this  month :  viz. 

June    6tb,  at  21  m.  after  4  in  the  morning 

7th,  ..     5    5 


Sth,  ..  46 5 

9th,  ..  27    6 

10th,  ..     8  ......     7  

24th,  . .  56    6  in  the  evening 

25th,  ..  49    7 

26th,  ..  45    8 

27th,  ..  42 9 

28th,  ..  40    10 

aoth,  ..  36    11   ' 
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TABLE. 

Of  the  Time  o/  Hiyh   Water  at  Ltmdan  far  wery 
fifth  Day. 

Momhtg.  Afternoon. 

Joae    Ist,  at  35  m.  after  2  ^ 47  m.  after  2 

6th^  ••94  .«••.*■•  5  •••••••••  55  •..^•.    5 

nth,  ,*  85  ..r..-  ^  •.....•.    4 10 

16th,  .V  56  ..•••^  1 .28 I 

21st,  .•  17 5 37 5 

26th,  ..  10 10 47 10 

For  the  time  of  High  Water  at  several  other  pl|u:es» 
see  the  quantities  to  be  added  to,  or  sabtracted  from, 
thettbove^.as  stated  in  the  Occurrences  in  January. 

Phenomena  Planbtarum. 

Phases  of  Venus. 
Venus  now  shines  with  great  brilliancy;  bat  as 
this  is  chiefly  in  the.  day time^v  she  will .  be  but  Uttle 
seen.  Her  p'eatest  brightness  will  take  place»  about 
the  18th ;  and  the  proportions  of  the  two  parts  of  her 
disk  are,. 

T.inoie«    f  Illutoinated  part  =    0*66111 
June  lst,|  jj^^j^p^^^  ^^    ^  11-39889 

Eclipses  of  Jupiter's  Satellites. 

Of  the  twenty-sis:  eclipses  of  the  first  and  second 
of  tiiese  small  bodies  which  happen  this  month, 
ohly  two  will  be  visible,  and  these  are  both  near  the 
beg^inning,  viz. 

Emersions* 

First  Satellite^     4th  day,  at  3  m.  140.  after   10  at  night 
Second  Satellite,  1st 17  ..     8........     9 

Conjunction  of  the  Moon  with  the  Planets  tjmd  Stars. 

Jhine.  .4th  wiih_^  in  Capricornud,  at  8  in  the  evening 

13th  •  •  •  •  ^  in  Aries 4  in  the  afternoon 

27th  ....  ^in  Scorpio »•..... .  3 

Saturn  wiU  be  in  conjunction  at  a  quarter  past  5  in 
the  morning  of  the  2d  of  this  month.  Venus  will  be 
stationary  on  the  9tb.  Mercury  will  attain  his  greatest 
elongation  on  the  lOth ;  and  Mercury  and  Saturn  will 
be  in  conjunction  at  5  in  the  evening  of  the  23d  • 
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We  need  no  apology  f<»r  intTodQcmg  the  foflowing 
lines  to  the  notice  of  our  Teader^^uor  do  they  require 
a  single  commendatory  expression; — a  glance  is  suf- 
ficient to  attest  their  beauty. 

Summer  Twilight. 

The  clouds  pass  away  and  are  leading  the  sky, 

A  region  of  azare  unclouded  and  brigfat; 
And  the  star  of  the  twilight,  with  tremulous  eye. 

Comes  forth  like  an  angel  that  heralds  the  night. 

Not  a  zephyr  is  curUng  the  breast  of  the  4itream^ 
Not  a  zephyr  iftstirfing  the  leaves  on  (he  tr^e^ 

And  low  hollow  sounds  like.the  ham  of  a  diream 
Steal  over  the  vale  from  the  voluble  aea. 

All  is  tranquil  and.  still,  save  the  spirit  of  man ; 

All  is  peaceful  and  pure,  save  toe  drejCm  of  his  breast ; 
And  the  fanciful  hopes  that  illumine  his  span. 

Draw  him  on  like  a  spell  from  the  mansions  of  rest. 
When  around  there  is  joy,  then  within  there  is  strife, 

On  his  cheek  is  a  smile,  on  his  bosom  is  eare; 
And  daily  and  hourly  the  waves  of  bis  life 

Dash,  breaking  infoapi,  on  thexpicks  of  despair. 

D.  M.  MOIR. 

C{)e  ilatttraltfiit'0  Star? 

For  JUNE  1825. 

The  morning  burst8*i*all  heaven  has  $hed 
Its  light  and  music  round  thy  bed : 
The  birds.are.husy  in  the  eaves ; 
The  sun-light  dances  on  tiie  leaves 
That  tremble  round  the  window's  rim ; 
And  to  and  fro  the  shadows  skim  • 
Of  busy  wings  without,  that  ply 
In  quest  of  larva,  worm,  or  fly. 
Throw  now  the  sunny  casement.wide, 
In  flows  the  warm  and  odorous  tide 
From  dew-besprinkled  shrub  and  flower. 
That  blossom  round  that  sylvan  bower. 

But,  oh !  thou  world  of  light  and  glee ! 
What  soul  can  ever  pileture  thee  ?  ^ 

As  atrajn  the  fond  enthusiast  eye 
Round  the  green  earth  and  flaming  sky, 
From  every  meadow,  bush,  and  tree, 
Rings  morning's  loudest  melody. 
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Hark  to  the  cuckoo's  wandering  notes ! 
Hark  to  the  lark',  whose  music  floats 
Through  the  wide  air. 

The  dew  yet  lingers  on  the  grass, 
As  down  the  long  green  lane  you  pass. 
Where,  o*er  the  hawthorn's  snowy  wreaths, 
The  woodhine's  honied  perfume  breathes ; 
And  the  wild  rose's  arching  ^pray 
Flaunts  to  the  breeze  .above  your  way. 
What  palace  proud— what  city  hall. 
Can  match  these  verdant  boughs  that  fall, 
Vaulting  o'er  banks  of  flowers,  that  glow 
In  hues  of  crimson,  gold,  and  snow  ? 
Where, mi^st  the  wild-brier's  emerald  leaves, 
Her  gauze-like  nest  the  white-throat  weaves. 
What  sense  of  joy  hath  ever  stole 
From  song,  or  harp,  into  thy  soul,    - 
Like  this,  from  young  birds  all  unseen, 
Chirping  amongst  the  foliage  green  ? 

W,    AND    M.    HOWITT'. 

This  is  the  quaker-poet's  description  of  a  ^morn- 
ing in  June' — such  a  morning  as  sometimes  occmts  in 
our  variable  climate — and  such  a  morning  as  .  we 
several  times  witnessed  in  June  of  the  present  year 
(1824).  This  months  however  pleasant  it  may  ap- 
pear in  the  pictures  of  the  poets,  is  frequently  wet, 
cold^  and  unpleasant,  but  the  complaint  is  not  new: 
a  century  ago  we  find  the  same  character  of  the  rose- 
famed  June!  Among  the  ^Suffolk  Letters'  lately 
published,  is  one  from  Lady  JHervey  to  Mrs.  Howard, 
dated  from  Bath,  June  7,  1725,  in  which  she  ob- 
serves: '  [  do  not  know  what  weather  it  is  in  town, 
but  here  it  is  as  cold  as  in  winter,  which  is  very 
agreeable  to  the  water-drinkers,  but  very  little  so  to 
the  rest  of  the  company/  And  Lord  Chesterfield  in 
one  of  his  letters,  dated  June  1,  1767,  says:  'This 
has  been  every  where  an  annus  mirabilis  for  bad 
weather;  and  it  still  continues.  Every  one  has  fires, 
and  their  winter  clothes  as  at  Christmas/ 

Again,  in  the  *  Suffolk  Correspondence,'  Mrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  writing  to  Mrs.  Howard  from  Gosworth  Hall, 

■  See  an  exquisite  little  poem  entitled,  <  A  June  Day,''  in  '  The 
Forest  Minstrel,'  before  quoted. 
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in  Cheshire,  May  28,  1722,  skys ;  <  It  is  impoacdble 
for  me  to  give  700  an  account  of  the  manners  and 
customs  of  this  place  at  prei^ent,  for  the  weather  has 
been  so  wet,  that  none  of  the  neighbOnriAg. nymphs 
or  swains  have  heen  able  to  mak^  their  appearance. 
Mr.  Mordannt  has  once  or  twice  made  an  eibrt  to 
sally  ont  into  the  gardens,  but  finding  no  rest  for  the 
sole  of  his  foot,  returns  presently  to  us  again/ — Lady 
Mohun,  in  the  following  July,  in  a  letter  to  Mrs. 
Howard,  says:  'The  weather  is  so  very  bad,  that  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  there  is  a  thorough  change  in 
nature  :* 

The  wind  and  rain  discordant  brawl; 
They  penetrate  through  chinks  of  wall, 
And  sound  raelodioas  in  the  hall* 

Winter  .has  takei|  Ju)y^8  place, 
Sol  lags  in  his  diurnal  race, 
And  is  ashamed  to  show  his  face. 

*  ■         * 

Your  Journal,  therefore,'  send  us  socm, 
To  dissipate  our  clouds  at  neon. 
Or  death  will  «eize  your  weary 

.    '    '.  ,  UOHUN. 

The  weather  in  1823  seems  to  have  been  equally 
unseasonable  during  the  whole  summer  nearly  all 
over  the  cototinent.  In  France  it  was  ias  wet  as  in 
our  own  moist  climate ;  and^  in  various  parts  of 
Germany  and  Italy,  there  were  extraordinary  falls  of 
snow  up  to  the  eve  of  the  dog-diEtys.  In  1824,  the 
latter  part  of  June  Was  Wet;  and>  <;ohtrary  to  all 
usual  custom,  the  greater  pBxt  of  July  fine,  except 
some  tremendous  hail-stonns — and  August  wet — and 
in  September  and  October  We  Were  earned  back  to 
April,  its  rain,  its  sunshine,  its  floweti^,  and  its  ver- 
dure. In  l^wiizerland,  the  suihiner  of  1824  bad  been 
so  ungenial,  that  at  the  latter  end  of  September,  in 
an  island  in  the  lake  of  Constance,  consisting  entirely 
of  vineyards, '  fhe  graces  Were  still  gre<^,  and  it  was 
feared  tfiat  the  vinta^  wotild  be  wholly  lost.     In 
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this  variable  month  of  June'  we  should  recollect  the 
observation  of  the  poet,  that  we  now  possess  the 

Blithest  of  all  the  Sun's' glad  beams. 
When  between  storm  and  storm  he  gleams; 

we  should  snatch  every  moment- of  pleasure  which  a 

■  Signs  of  Kain; 

An  Excuse  for  not  accepting  the  Invitation  of  a  Friend  to  make  an  Excursion 

with  him  :. 

An  Original  Poem,  hy  the  late  Dr,  Jenner, 

1.  The  hollow  winds  begin  to  blow, 

2..  The  clouds  look  black,  the  glass  is  low ; 

3.  The  soot  falls  down,  the  spaniels  sleep, 

4.  And  spiders  from  their  cobwebs  peep. 

5.  Last  night  the  sun  went  pale  to  bed, 

6.  The  thoon  in  halos  hid  her  head ; 

7.  The  boding  shepherd  heaves  a  sigh, 

8.  For,  see,  a  rainbow  spans  the  sky. 

9.  The  walls  are  damp,  the  ditches  smell, 

10.  Closed  is  the  pink-eyed  pimpernel. 

11.  Hark !  how  the  chairs  and  tables  crack, 

12.  Old  Betty's  joints  are  on  the  rack ; 

13.  Loud  quack  the  ducks,  the  peacocks  cry ; 

14.  The  distant  hills  are  looking  nigh. 

15.  How  restless  are  the  snortihg  swine, 

16.  The  busy  flies  disturb  the  kine ; 

17.  Low  o'er  the  grass  the  swallow  wings  ; 

18.  The  cricket,  too,  how  sharp  he  sings  ; 

19.  Puss  on  the  hearth,  with  velvet  paws, 

20.  Sits,  wiping  o*er  her  whiskered  ja'ws, 

21.  Through  the  clear  stream  the  fishes  rise, 

22.  And  nimbly  catch  th*  incautious  flies ; 

23.  The  glow-worms,  numerous  and  bright, 
24.^  Illumed  the  dewy  dell  last  night. 

25.  At  dusk  the  squalid  toad  was  seen, 

26.  Hopping  and  crawling  o'er  the  green , 

27.  The  whirling  wind  the  dust  obeys, 
28.'  And  in  the  rapid  ^ddy  plays ; 

29.  The  frog  has  changed  his  yellow  vest, 

30.  And  in  a  russet  coat  is  drest. 

31.  Though,  June, the  Sir  is  cold  and  still, 

32.  The  mellow  blackbird's  voice  is  shrill. 

33.  .My  dog,  so  altered  in  his  taste, 

34.  Qiiits  mutton-bones,  on  grass  to  feast ; 

35.  And  see,  yon  rooks,  how  odd  their  flight, 

36.  They  imitate  the"  gliding  kite, 
.  37.  And  seem  precipitate  to  fall— 

38,  As  if  they  felt  the  piercing  ball. 

3S^.  'Twill  surely  rain,  I  see,  with'  sbrrow ; 

40r'  Our  jaun|  must  be  put  x)ff  to-morrow. 
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serene  atsaiosphere^  and  a  walk  in  the  garden  among 
fragrant  flowers  and  sweelrsmelling  herbs^  will  never 
fail  to  afford  us; — we  should  recollect  that 

Decembei^y  with  his  breath  so  hoary, 
Must dome  \ 

and  this  should  be  an  additional  incitement  to  us, 
even  in  the  comparatively  sun-less  month  of  June, 

to  court  the  ray, 
To  hoard  ap  warmth  against  a  wintry  day. 

We  should  not  fail  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  the 
young  a  love  for  the  beauties  of  Nature ;  we  should 
accompany  them  in  their  walks,  and  tempt  them  to 
observe  particularly  in  this,  occasionally^  delightful 
mouthy  how 

every  sense 
.   Drinks  in  the  balmy  season ;  every  day, 
The  pageant  varies  its  magnificence : 
In  place  of  gaudy  Apple,  blooms  the  May; 
The  Elm's  green  blossoqis  shed,  the  Chesnut's  gay 
Aspiring  plumes  of  white  and  crimson  rise : 
Endless  the  rich  and  fanciful  array. 

J.  CONDER. 

Supposing  the  weather  to  have  been  mild  and  fa- 
vourable to  vegetation,  the  flower  garden  is  in  all  its 
glory  at  the  commencement  of  June;  and  nothing 
i'dOL  be  more  delightful  than  to  observe  the  almost 
countless  varieties  which  grace  the  parterre  of  Flora 
at  this  season. 

*We  tread  on  flowers ;  flowers  meet  our  every  glance, 
It  is  the  scene,  the  season  of  romance, 
'  The  very  bridal  of  the  earth  and  sky.* 

J.  CONDER. 

Among  all  the  various  ornaments  of  the  garden, 
*  The  Rose,'  that  queen  of  flowers,  stands  pre-emi- 
nent; its  beautiful  buds  now  open  tothcsun,  and 
invite  us  to  say  with  the  poet. 

Who  can  view  the  ripened  rose,  nor  seek 
To  wear  it? 

The  Austrian  ros^  blossoms  in  the  early  part  of 
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the  monthj  as  do^s  ^30  the  Chinese  rose:  thiese  are 
foUowed  by  the  pompioa  garden  rose,  the  single  yel- 
low rose  (rosa  lutea),  and  the  white  rose  (r^  alba)  ; 
last  of  all  coupes  that  loveliest  of  all  floral  attrac- 
tions—the '  Moss  Rose*'— which  should  be  termed 
'  The  Rose* --par  excellence  J 

To  the  Rose. 

[  Fr<»n  the  Spanith  qf  Don  FrancUco  de  RU^a.  ] 

*       '   J?y  J/H.    WiFFEN. 

;  Warm  rival  of  the  flame  that  djres 

The  heavens  where  Morning  takes  its  birth, 
Pve,  glowing  Rose,  how  canst  thou  rise, 

So  fr^sb  with  joy,  so  full  of  mirth— 
Whilst  conscious  that  thy  gifted  charms 

Pass  swift  kssaoHBer's  transient  gale. 
That  neither  can  thy  prickly  arms 

Nor  purple  beauty  aught  avails  . 
An  hour — an  instant,  to  delay 
The  killing  stroke  of  quick  decay  ? 
•  • 

J'ast  pale  thy  burning  wings,  fast  curl 

Thy  leaves — the  blithe  bee,  murmuring  round. 
Strikes  them,  and,  one  by  one,  they  whirl. 

Decayed  and  scentless,  to  the  ^ound. 
So  closely  joined  thy  life  appears 

With  thy  decay,  that  scarce  I  know,  '     • 
If  sad  Aurora,  in  the  tears 

She  weeps  for.  thee,  would  wish  to  show 
Grief  for  thy  birth  or  for  thy  death. 
Sweet  creature  of  celestial  breath. 

»  A  propos  of  this  favourite  flower—we  have  just  seen  a  little 
work,  entitled  «  Memoirs  of  the  Rose,'  whose  poetical  illustrations 
apf>ear  to  be  c/kte/ly  gleaned  from  our  Gulistan:— the  author  says, 
Jiehas  ^a»wt*«Ziy  enjoyed  many  delightful  hours  in  the  perusal  of 
the  multifarious  and  interesting  <;ontents  of  Time's  Telescope,*  and 
we  give  him  full  credit  for  the  assertion.  Cependant,  the  book  is 
cleverly  put  together,— its  tendency  is  unexceptionable,— and  if 
our  readers  don't  mind  a  little  crambe  repetUd  (twice  roses),  they 
may  garland  old  Time's  silvery  locks  with  a  few  more  flowers,  or 
may  safely  present  the  volume  to  any  young  lady  of  their  ac- 
quaintance, who  has  never  seen  his  *  Telescope,* — On  condition  that 
it  be  reUd  en  veau,  *  cimleur  de  roeeJ  Look  to  this,  Mr.  Westley, 
and  giv«  out  some  copies  immediately  to  yotcr  Lewis  or  Herring. 
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From  the  garden  to  the  field  it  is  but  a  step^  and 
here  we  shall  r  see  cbv^r  in  blossom^  and  regale  our 
•Ifactory  senses  with  its  delightful  fragrance.  The 
sweet-scented  T^rnal  grass  {anthoxanthum  odoratum), 
which  is  the  cause  of  the  very  delightful  scent  of  hay, 
flowers  also  in  this  month,  and  diffuses  its  fragrance 
through  the  country.  About  the  beginning  of  Jime, 
the/ pimpernel,  thyme,  the  bitter-sweet  nightshade, 
white  bryony,  and  the  dog-rose,  have  their 'flowers 
,  full  blown. 

The  rose  is  fairest  when  'tis  badding  new, 

And  hop^  is  brightest  when  it  dawns  from  fears ; 
The  rose  is  sweetest  washed  with  morning  dew. 
And  love  is  loveliest  when  embalmed  in  tears. 
O  wilding  rose,  whom  fancy  thus  endears, 
'  I  bid  your  blossoms  in  my  bonnet  wave, 
■  Emblem  of  hope  and  love  through  future  Tears. 

XoJy  of  the  LaM, 

The  foxglove,  which  produces  a  beautiful  flower, 
blossoms  in  this  month  as  well  as  in  the  next.  The 
poppy  (palaver  5omnt/%rtim)has  its  flowers  fiill  blown* 

The  $c€irlet  poppy i  on  the  painted  fields. 
Bows  his  somnirerous  head,  inviting  soon 
To  peaceful  slumber  the  disordered  mind '. 

The  common  jay  in  this  month  frequents  our  gar- 
dens, and  makes  great  havock  in  the  bean-rows. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  insects  in  June,  is,  in 
its  perfect  state,  (he  angler's  may-fly  (ephemera  vuU 

«  To  Slbbp. 
{  PhoOT  the  Spartuh,  bjf  Mr.  B<mnng,  ] 

O  gentle  Sleep !  my  welcoming  breath 

Shall  hail  thee  midst  our  mortal  strife,     . 

Who  art  the  very  thief  of  life, 
The  very  portraiture  of  death  I 
'Tis  sweet  to  feel  thy  downy  wing 

Light  hovering  o'er  our  wonted  bed ; 

But  who  has  heard  thy  lightsome  tread, 
Thou  blind  and  deaf  and  silent  thing  ? 
Thou  dost  a  secret  pathway  keep. 
Whose  all  is  darkest  mystery. , 

p  2 


y  Google 


174  THB   KATirfii»[«I9T's; DIARY 

gata),  "wbich  appears. about. tbe  4ih^  andxCo»taii«es 
nearly  a  fortnight.  It  ^emerges  from  tiie  water,  where 
it  passes  its  aurelia  state,  about  six  in  tbe  evening,  and 
dies  about  eleven  at  night;  Theveare  aim  the  golden^ 
green  bseetle;  various  kinds  of  jflies;  the  Guckoor 
spit  insect»and  the  stagrfateetle...  The  several  sper 
•pies^of  the  gadfly  make  their  appearance  .in  June. 
Ilie  <Iarv«  of  the.dragon-fly  iJLibelbda),  after.a  two-, 
years'  submersion  iuf  ^tagiiiant  water,  npw  ascend  the 
stalks  of  plants,  and,  bursting  their  shells,  their 
wings  soon  dry  and  gain  strength,  when  the  fly,  in 
all  its  brilliant  colours,  is  seen  darting  with  astonish- 
ing velocity  oyer  the  waters  and  the  meadows  in 
search  of  its  prey,  a  butterfly,  or  other  insect^  .which, 
when  captured, .  is  devoured  with  voracity.  The 
«Diall  blue  dragon-fly  does  not,  yield  in  richness  of 
hue  to  the  peacock's  neck. 

Th,e  nuinerous  species  oiaphides  are  now  found  on 
many  plants,  bearing  an  appropriate  name  from 
each.  Those  which  infest  the  rose-tree  and  bean  are 
possibly  most  under  observation.  One  is  green,  and 
scarcely  distinguished  from  the  colour  of  the  young 
leaves;  the  other  is  black.  The  intercourse  between 
these  insects  and  the  ants  is  curiously  described  in  a 
recent  publication.  *  That  ants  should  have  their 
mikh  cattle  is  as  extraordinary  as  that  they  should 
l^ave  slaves.  The  loves  of  the  ants  and  aphides 
have  long  been  celebrated ;  and  that  there  is  a  con- 
nection between  them  you  may  at  anytime,  in  pro- 
per season,  convince  yourself;  the  former  will  id- 
ways  be  found  very  busy  on  those  trees  and  plants 
on  which  the  latter  are  found :  their  object  in  thus 
attending  upon  them,  is  to  obtain  the  saccharine 
fluid,  wMch  may  be  denominated  the  milk,  that  they 
secrete.  The,  ants  watch  tibe  moment  when  iiie 
aphides  emit  this  fluid,  and  suck  it  down.  They  ab- 
solutely possess  the  art  of  making  them  yield  it  at 
their  pleasure ;  or,  in  other  words,  of  milking  them, 
using  their  antennae  as  ifingers,  patting  the  abdomen 
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of  the  aphis  oa  each  side,  till  a  little  dfop  of  fluid 
appeass,  which  th^  ant  takes  into  its  mauUkJ—Kirby 
and  Spence's  Entomology, 
The  graaskf^pemovr  nmkes  his  appearance, 

Sipping  gBtteriDg  drops  of  dew, 
Singing  songs  for  ever  new ; 

floatiiig  among  the  gieen  leaves,  and  with  his 

Sweet  prophetic  song 
Foretelling  summer  da3rs. 

The  bee  pursues  his  ceaseless  avocation  of  collect- 
ing the  sweets  of  Nature  to  form  his  elegant  condi- 
ment of  honey:  and  what  can  be  more  deUcious 
than  ' 

Tbe  flower-drawn  nectar  of  the  mountain-hee ! 

and  what  more  interesting  than  to  watch  the  opera- 
tions of  this  industrious  insect  1 — With  this  example 
before  U9,  let  us  go  in  search  of  flowers  —  more 
flowers, — '  gathering  rose-buds  while  we  may' — but 
ever  bearing  in  mind^  that  tho^e  who 

pluck  the  flowers, 
And  place  them<m  their  hreast — hut  place  to  die ; 
Thus  the  frail  beings  we  would  fondly  cherish 
Are  laid  within  our  bosoms  but  to  perish: 

and  while  'we  dote  on  odours,'  and  admire  the 
elegant  shapes  and  varied  hues  of  these  favourites 
of  Nature,,  let  this  trulh  be  ever  deeply  engraven  on 
our  memories^ 

*THAt  IN  A  DAY  WITHERS  THfe  PlioWliu  OF  LIFE/ 

,To  i^gntjuttue  Qur  wadk  — mari^.o^^  huA  paonies 
and  xQs^s,]  including  th§  guelder-rose^  with  its  halls 
of  jdazzling  whiteness,  now  display  their  beau- 
ties. 'Ijh^  S^ar  of  be1^1ehemrorw27jfc?5fa/wm  uniflo- 
rum)  stines  in  all  its ;  splendour,  a^id  pinks  and 
sweet-william  add  their  pretty  colbais:  the  panicled 
lychnidea  and  red  valerian  ornament  our  gardens 
at  this  period,  tl^  delicate^  lilac  qf  ihe  one  forming  a 
pleasing  contrast  with  the.ricbcirimson  of  th^  other. 
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The  blossoms  of  the  sweet-brier  are  now  open:  the 
white  lily,  and  the  flower-de-luce,  or  iris,  with  its 
splendid  floscnles  and  curipusly^formed  pistils,  now 
^hine  in  the  garden.  The  forget-me-not  fmyo$oi$s  pa- 
lustrisjalso  flowers  in  June,  and  throughout  the  sum- 
mer'. The  following  lines  were  addressed  to  a 
young  lady,  who,  on  the  author  handing  her  into  a 
carriage,  held  out  at  the  window  a  nosegay  which 
he  had  presented  to  her,  in  which  the  Forget-me- 
Not  made  a  principal  figure : — 

I  culled  each  floweret  for  my  fair, 
^    .  The  wild  thyme  and  the  heather  bell, 

Aud  round  them  twined  a  tendril  rare : —  . 
She  said  the  posy  pleased  her  well. 
'  But  of  the  flowers  that  deck  the  field 
Or  grace  the  garden  of  the  cot, 
Though  others  richer  perfumes  yield, 
The  sweetest  is  'Forget  me  not'     . 

We  roamed  the  mead,  we  climbed  the  hill, 
: .  We  rambled  o'er  the  breckan  brae ; 

The  trees  that  crowned  the  mossy  rill. 

They  screened  us  from  the  glare  of  day. 
She  said  she  loved  the  sylvan  bower. 

Was  charmed  with  ev'ry  rural  spot ; 
And,  when  arrived  the  parting  hour, 
Her  last  words  were,  *  Forget  me  Not.* 

New  Monthly  Magazine. 

'    In  this  month  the  gum  dstus  tribe  shed  daily  their 

■  This  beautiful  little  flower,  which  enamels  the  banks  of  our 
rivers  with  its  corollas  of  celestial  blue,  has  become  celebrated  by 
a  Oerman  tale,  so  full  of  romance,  as  to  affect  all  the  Damons  and 
'PhiUises  of  Europe'  that  haunt  the  purling  stream.  It  is  related, 
that  a  young  couple  who  were  on  the  eve  of  being  united,  wliiUt 
walking  along  the  delightful  banks  of  the  Danube,  saw.oneof  tlrese 
lovely  flowers  floating  on  the  waves,  which  seemed  ready  to  carry.it 
away.  The  affianced  bride  admired  the  beauty  of  the  flower,  and 
regretted  its  fktal  destiny,  which  induced  the  lover  to  precipitate 
himself  into  the  water,  where  he  had  no  sooner  seized  the  flower, 
than  he  sank  into  the  flood,  but,  making  a  last  effort,  he  threw  the 
flower  upon  the  shore,  and,  at  the  moment  of  disappearing  for  ev^r, 
he  exclaimed,  <  vergils  mich  nicht,*  since  which  thi^  flower  has  been 
'made  emblematical,  and  taken  the  name  of  *  porgbt-mi-^mot.'— *- 
PhiiUif$'§  Flora  Hittorica,  vol.  ii,  p.  370. 
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abundant  flowers,  covering  the  ground  with  their  de-* 
licate  blossoms. 

Tbe  fern-owl  may  be  seen  about  the  mid<JlQ  of  the 
month,  in  the  evening,  among  the  branches  of  oaks, 
in  pin-snit  of  its  favourite  repast,  the  feni-chaffer. 
Mackerel  (scomber  scomber)  are  taken  in  abundance 
this  month. 

The  several  kinds  of  com  come  into  ear  add 
flower  in  June,  a^  well  as  most  of  the  numerous 
species  of  grasses.  Gooseberries,  currants,  and 
strawberries,  now  begin  to  ripen;  the  first  affording 
a  rich  treat  to  the  young  in  its  celebrated  '  fool :' — 
the  gourmand  thinks  of  the  'jell/  to  be  made  from 
the  second,  and  has  a  delightful  vision  of  haunches 
of  venison  and  leverets ;  and  fair-handed  damsels 
in  imagination  sip  '  with  silver  spoon'  the  straw- 
berry immersed  in  cream.  But  we  have  more '  goodly 
prospects'  even  in  June :  the  elder-tree  is  in  flower, 
and  promises  a  rich  supply  of  fruit  to  make  our  fa- 
vourite beverage  of  a  cold  winter's  evening,  when 
the  bitter-biting  frost  and  the  gustful  winds  send  us 
to  oar  chimney-comers  for  warmth  and  shelter. 

The  hay-harvest  commences  about  the  end  of  the 
month,  in  the  southern  and  midland  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  About  this  time,  also,  birds  cease  their 
notes.  The  rural  ceremony  of  sheep-shearing  usually 
takes  place  in  June,  and  was  formerly  celebrated 
with  much  innocent  pastime. 

In  addition  to  our  list  of  flowers,  we  must  not 
omit  to  name  the  sweet  and  fragrant  honeysuckle 
{lonicera  periclymenum),  admired  by  all  for  the 
charms  w£dch  it  imparts  to  the  rural  walk.  The 
bard  of  Avon  has  not  forgotten  to  show  his  affec- 
tion for  this  pretty  parasite :  let  us,  then,  to  avoid  the 
fervid  rays  of  noon,  % 

Steal  into  the  pleached '  bower,  ' 

AVbere  honet/'StLcldeSy  ripened  by  the  sun, 
Forbid  the  san  tp  enter, 

■  Interwoven. 
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andywith  a  volume  of  bis  '  immortal  works*  in-  our 
hands^  indulge  in  the  rich  fancies  and  beautiful  ima- 
gery of  the  'Midsummer  night's  dream/ 


We  commenced  our  Diary  with  a  *  Morning  Scene 
by  the  authors  of  the  '  Forest  Minstrel :'  'Nature's 
Sweetest  Child'  has  furnished  our  noontide  picture; 
and  we  will  now  conclude  with  a  'June  eve'  by  the 
sylvein  poets,  so  often  noticed  in  the  course  of  this 
volume. 

All  round  is  bright,  and  you  may  see 

Green  hill  and  river,  tower  and  tree — 

One  wide  fair  scene  of  beauteous  rest, 

BriUiant  and  sweet,  and  calm  and  blest. 

All  there  is  peace,  and  you  may  hear 

Each  softened  sound  distinct  and  clear : 
.    The  wood-gate's  clap,  the  peasant's  lay, 

The  low  of  herds,  the  mastiff's  bay,^ 

And  the  rich  blackbird's  strains,  that  swell 

Each  sunset  from  the  neighbouring  dell. 

Who  has  not  wandered  to  inhale 

Fragrance  and  dew  and  living  ^ale. 

As  the  far  Wood's  luxuriant  waves 

Of  green  the  sun's  last  radiance  laves ; 

And  villagers  sit  at  their  doors 

Beneath  the  towering  sycamoreis ; 

And  hum  the  chaffer's  ruddy  wings  ? 

And  sweet  are  lovers'  loiterings 

On  by  the  park-pale's  silvery  moss, 

Where  listening  hares  the  footpaths  cross  ; 

And  partridges,  met  in  the  glen, 

Are  racing jswiftly  back  again; 

And  from  the  far  heath,  drear  and  still. 

Pipes  the  lone  curlew,  wild  and  shrill ; 

And  darker  glooms  the  forest  glade ; 

And  heaven's  pale  gleams  yet  fainter  fade. 

W.  AND  M.  HOWITT. 

DESCRIPTION  o/CULINARY  VEGETABLES. 

[Continued  from  p.  154.] 

Endive.— &€  Salads. 
Garlic— *$•€«  Onion, 

^  The  pungent  radish  biting  infant's  tongae.' 

Horse-radish  fcochlearia  armoracia). — The  vo- 
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latile  qaalities  of  this  .weU-ki^own  ropt  evaporate  in 
drying.  Ittwlll  impregnate  both  water  and  spirit 
very  richly  with  its  active  matter.  It  is  thought 
to  create  appetite  and  assist  digestion^  and  on  that 
acconnt  is  very  properly  employed  as  a  condiment 
with  animal  food.  The  most  eminent  .physicians 
have  extolled  this  root  as  an  antiscorbutic ;  and  as 
of  great  ns^  taken  internally  for  colds,  coughsy  and 
dropsies,  and  externally  applied  for  palsy  and  rheu- 
matism. It  is,  however,  like  most  other  vegetable,  me- 
dicines, little  used  in  modem  practice;  but  the  ladies 
may  be  willing  to  learn  that  horse-radish,  scraped^and 
infused  in  cold  milk,  makes  one  of  the  best  and  safest 
cosmetics.  One  drachm  of  the  fresh  scraped  root 
infused  with  four  ounces  of  water  in  a  close  vessel 
for  two  hours,  andinade  into  a  syrup  with  double  its 
weight  of  sugar,  is  an  approved  recipe  for  removing 
hoarseness.  A  tea  spoonful  of  this  has  often  been 
very  suddenly  effectual. — Phillips's  Cultivated  Vege- 
tables, vol.  i,  p.  258.  ' 

The  latest  and  best  method  of  culture  of  the  horse- 
radish is  described  by  Mr.  Judd,in  the  Horticultural 
Transactions,  and  is  as  follows:  he  takes  about  three 
inches  of  the  top  part  of  each  stick  or  root,  and  then 
cuts  clean  off  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  of  this  piece 
under  the  crown,  so  as  to  leave  no  appearance  of  a 
green  bud.  He  makes  the  trenches  two' feet  deep, 
and;  if  he  applies  manure,  puts  it  in  the  very  bottom  of 
the  trench;  for  if  not  so  done,  the  horse •radish>  which 
always  puts  out  some  side  roots,  would  send  out  such 
large  shoots  from  the  main  root  in  search  of  the  dung 
contiguous  to  its  sides,  as  materially  to  deteriorate 
the  crop.  In  planting,  holes  are  made  eighteen  inches 
apart  everyway,  sixteen  or  eighteen  inches  deep. 
The  root  cuttings  are  let  down  to.  the  bottom  of  the 
holes,  which  are  afterwards  filled  up  with  fine  sifted 
cinder-dust,  and  the  surface  of  the  bed  is  then  rak^d 
over.,  The  season  pfpli^nting is  the  middle  of  March. 
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I  .1  .u     r       " 

For  ai|  account  of  Mr.  Knight%  metiiod  of  li^ating 
horse-radish,  see  Loudon's  Encyclopiedki. 

Horse-radish^  if  dug  tip  in  autuMn^  may  be  pre- 
served through  winter  in  sheds  dr  ^ellats^  among 
sand  or  4ry  earth. 

KAhE.—See  Cabbage  and  Sea  Kale. 

Kidney  Bban. — <%«  Bean. 

Lavender  (lavandula  spicaj  id  rather  medieinal 
than  culinary;  yet  as  a  few  plants  are  generally  kept 
in  every  garden^  we  cannot  refuse  it  tite  triblite^cif  a 
passing  notice — ^particnlsu-ly  ^hen  we  recotldct'tiiat 

*  its  spike  of  azur^  bloom 
Sliall  he  erewhlle  in  arid  bundles  bound,  -  '    ' 

To  lurk  amid  the  labours  of  the'lomn, 
And. crown  our  kerchiefs  clean^with  «iokie  rareperfonie: 

and  that  the  delicate  fingers  of  some  fair  damsels  of 
our  acquaintance  will  construct  imitation  scent-bot^ 
ties  of 

the  purplc^-^weringiieald  -  ^ 
Of  fragrant  lavender. 

^  It  should  also  be  kndwn  that  the  stalks  of  .the  la- 
vender,  even  when  the  flowers  have  .been  stripped 
away,  have  an  agreeable  scent,  and,  if  bumt,  will 
diffuse  it  powerfully  and  pleasantly :  they  tosm  an 
agreeable  substitute  for  pastils,  and  will  burn  very 
well  in  the  little  vessels  made  for  that  purpose.  La- 
vender is  propagated  by  cuttings  and  slips;  and  likes 
a  dry,  gravelly  soiP.  Lavender  waterls  distilled  £pom 
the  flowers,  and  for  this  ptirpose  the  plant  is  ex-^ 
tensively  cultiVMed^  particdiarly  about  Mitcham  in 
Sortey.  *  * 

Lbb&8.^iS^€  Onion. 

Lbntils.— iSee  Pjbas. 

LBTTUGE.—iSe^  Salads. 

Lo  V  B- Apple  fsalanum  lycapersicun^  .—When  ripe, 
the  fruit  of  the  tpmato,  wluch  has  an  acid  flavour,  is 

■■■..,      ■'   .1    ;  II,     .    I  ii     >  I     I    I  n<        i« « 

*  Fhra Ihm^$tiea (p.  $18);  an. elegant  and  interesting. work  on 
flowers  that  may  be  cultivated  in  pots,  which  does  the  greatest  cre- 
dit to  the  taste  and  jadgment  of  the  Cur  authorefs. 
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pat  Mo  soups  and  sauces,  and  the  juice  is  preserved 
for  winter  use  liker  ketchup ;  it  is  also  'used  in  con- 
fe<)tioiiary  as  a  preserve,  and  when  green  as  a  pickle. 
It  is  .a'>great  favourite  with  the  French  and  Italians, 
and  witti  the  latter  scarcely  a  dinner  is  served  up 
without  this  sauce  piquante,  whole  fields  being  de- 
voted to  its  cultivation.  The  plaiits  must  be  raised 
ind  forwarded  in  a  hot  bed  under  glass,  from  about 
the  vernal  equinox  till  May.  The  fruit  begins  to 
ripen  in  August,  and  should  be  gathered  in  October : 
if  hung  up  in  bunches  in  any  dry  apartment,  it  will 
continue  good  for  use  in  November.  To  save  seed, 
gather  some  of  the  best  ripe  firuit  in  autumn ;  clear 
out  tibe  seed ;  wash  and  cleanse  it  from  the  pulp,  and 
dry  it  thoroughly ;  then  put  it  up  in  papers  or  bags, 
for  use  next  spring. — Loudon.  , 

The  egg-plant  is  used  in  stews  and  soups,  in  French 
and  Italian  cookery,  and  for  the  general  purposes  of 
the  love-apple. 

We  can  stray  well-pleasedi  and  pluck  . 
The  odVoas  leaf  of  marfraniy  balm,  or  mint ; 
Ner  scorn  we  to  observe  the  thriviiiig  sage 
And  fragraBt  thyme.  hurdis, 

3fai7<7ram  sweet  in  Shepherd's  posie  fooBd. 

Marjoram. — The  Sweet  Maijbram  /ort^antem 
matjoranaj  is  a  biennial  inPortugad,  its  native  coun- 
try, and  here,:  when  it  receives  tfie  aid  of  a  green- 
house throjagh^e  winter;  yet  in  the  open  garden  it 
requires  to  be  treated  as  an  annual,  and  sown  and 
reaped  the  ^same  year.  As  the  seed  seldom  ripens  in 
this  country,  it  is  generally  •  procured  from  France. 
Pot,  winter,  and  common  mair^oram  '{o\  onites,  hera-- 
cleoticum  i^  vulgare)  may  be  propagated  from  o£Esetd, 
by  parting  the  rootsin  tiie  spribg  and  autumn.  Plant 
in  rows  or  beds,  allowing  a  square  foot  for  each  plant. 
— Loudon. 

Mint.— Of  the  different  cultivated  species  of  mint, 
spearmint  (mentha  viridis)  is  that  chiefly  used  for 
cuUnary  purposes,  as  an  ingredient  for  salads,  to 

Q 
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boil  with  peas«  &c.  Peppenniiit  {wi^..fiperiteL)  is 
piiacqiaDy  used  for  distiliatiim^  and  feiextetti^diy 
coltivated  in  low»  rich,  soft,  nttrsiiy  liEiid*  Botti  lUs 
and  spearmint  like  a  mtist  soil.  All  ttie  specfes  are 
msed  by  parting  the  roots,  by  ofbet  young  iiAanls, 
and  by  cuttings  of  the  stalks.  lamany  araral  walk, 
may  we  exclaim  wifli  ttie  poet. 

Sweet  18  the  ledge  with  odorous  ddAt 
HORBL. — i%e  MVSHROOM. 

tl^  be  continued.] 


THIS  word  is  dmved  from  flie  laatia  Jidms,  the 
surname  of  C.  Caesar,  jbe  dictator,  who  was  bom  in 
ttis  month. 

3Krmatlail>lt  ^m 

Jn  JULY  18S5. 
2.— VISITATION  OP  THE  BLESSED  VIAGIK  MARY. 

This  festival  was  first  instituted  by  Pope  Urban 
VI,  in  commemoration  of  that  remadcable  journey 
which  the  Mother  of  our  Lord  took  into  the  moun- 
tains of  ludtea,  in  order  to  visit  the  moflier  of  St. 
J<rimihe  Baptist 

*2*  iaB6. — ^NOSTRADAliUSy  THE   eB%.dBRAT&l> 
FRENCH  ASTBOLOOER,   BIBB. 

Existaig  in  a  dark  age,  qf  course  gveat  attefrtion 
was  forid  to  his  prodnctianar  This  sdence  suflfered 
a  tempmaiy  revival  sonne  few  years  «go,  when  ttte 
,  foBowing  Inrely  piece  of  poet^  was  written,  ad- 
dmssed  to  a  lady  wAto  was  ttien  ^moeMe.  It  intro- 
dacQB  >nracfa  of  ihe  Jarg^  of  Astr^ogy,  fM>  con- 
stanfly  uaed  :by  fiie. votaries  of  that  mystic  «rt. 

UlU  ASrVROLOGfSR^B  ADDRESS. 

Tell  me  the  hour  yoor  baby  was  born, 

Aad  ra  Mt  a  49iMr0  direetly ; 
it  reeks  not  mOketter  'tims  night  or  waomf 

So  jFOu  Bote  the  hovr  iMNTiotly ; 
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Who  goyerns  fais  fote  fleetly  yoall  see. 

If  MarSj  or  Sahim^  or  VentUf 
And,  if  dire  should  his  Horoscope  he. 

The  secret  we'll  keep  between  us. 

Say,  will  the  mother's  tears  hst  fiiU, 

SlMNdd  I  «ay, '  Yon  infimt  sleei^ 
Will  years  see  mao^,  bat  one  and  all 

Wfll  be  ushered  m  with  weeping  ? 
His  Dial  of  Life  is  obscure  and  dim, 

Haeh  Moiefie  comes  in  to  shade  i^ 
And  trcasuret  its  ill  to  pour  on  him» 

So  fatal  hath  Fortune  made  it.' 

Yet  seek  not,  if  you're  wise,  to  know 

Wha^s  hid  by  the  veil  before  ye, 
Or  whether  he'll  prore  your  deepest  woe, 

Or  rise  up  ywu  proudest  gloiy. 
I  sought  Igr  Phi^^  n^  Mt  to  tell^ 

Bnt  JUvenrmed  ray  fortune's  cQin ; 
For  just  as  I  cried  *  The  sUrs  look  well,^ 

Lome  marred  what  the  spell  was  doing. 

RICHARD  RYAN. 
8. — DOG-DAYS   BB6IN. 

These  are  a  certain  nnmber  of  days  before  and' 
after  the  lieliacal  rising  of  Canicula,  or  the  dog-star,, 
in  the  momitig.  The  dog-days  in  oar  modem  Alma- 
nacks occupy  the  time  from  July  3d  to  August  11th ; 
the  name  being  applied  now^  as  it  was  formerly,  to 
the  hottest  time  of  tibie  year. 

Come  ya^  come  ye,  to  the  gr^n,  jgrefoa  wood ;. 

Loudly  the  blaisldbird  is  singing. 
The  squirrel  is  feasting  on  blossom  and  hud. 
And  the  curled  fern  is  springing; 

Here  ye  may  sleep 

la  th^  most  so.  deep. 
While  the  noon  ii|  so  warm  and  so  weary. 

And  sweetly  awake 

As  the  sun  through  the  brake 
Bids  the  fauvette  and  whttetiiroat  sing  cheety. 

The  qaieken  ia  tufted  with  blossoms  of  snow, 
And  is  throwing  its  perfume  around  it; 
The  wryneck  replies  to  the  eaokoo's  haUoo, 


For  joy  that  again  she  hiia  found  it ; 
The  jay*s  red  breast 
Peeps  over  her  nest, 
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In  the  midst  of  the  crab-blossoms  blushing; 

And  the  call  of  the  pheasant 

Is  frequent  and  pleasant. 
When  all  other  calls  are  hashing* 

Howitfs  Forest  Minstrel. 

4. — TRANSLATION   OP  SAINT   MARTIN. 

This  day  was  appointed  to,  commemorate  the  r&* 
moval  or  ^anslation  of.  St.  Martin's  body  from  one 
tomb  to  another  much  more  noble  and  magnificent ; 
an  honour  conferred  on  the  deceased  saint  by  Perpe* 
tuus,  one  of  his  successors  in  the  see  of  Tours. 

*6.  1823. — SIR  HENRY  KAEBURN   DIED, 

First  portrait  painter  to  the  king  in  Scotland,  which 
appointment  he  only  received  a  few  days  before  his 
death.  In  this  department  of  the  pictorial  art,  he 
was  second  pnly  to  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  in  the  pe- 
culiar chasteness,  depth  of  his  colouring,  and  fide- 
lity of  likeness:  in  the  strong  and  marked  charac- 
ter with  which  he  animated  Ins  pictures  he  has,  in- 
deed, left  few  compeers.  He  possessed  the  rare  fo- 
culty  of  producing,  in  every  instance^  the  most  strik* 
ing  and  agreeable  likeness,  and  of  indicating  intel- 
lectual expression  and  dignity  of  demeanour,  w)ie^e- 
ever  they  appeared  in  the  original ;  often  approach- 
ing ''  in  his  portraits  to'  the  elevation  of  historical 
painting.  His  modesty  was  equal  to  Jiis  merit ;  and 
in  his  intercourse  with  the  young  candidaites  for  pub- 
lic favour,  he  was  uniformly  kind,  communicative, 
andliber^;  and  on  all  occasions  had  the  candour 
to  bestow  just  praise  on  rival  excellence.  Sir  H. 
Baebum  was  not  only  an  artist,  but  a  patron  of  the 
arts,  and  his  gallery  and  study  were  ever  open  to  the 
young  artist^. 

7.— THOMAS  A   BBCKET. 

This  ha.ughty  prelate  was  bom  in  London,  in  the 
year  llld^  and  was  the  son  of  Gilbert,  a  merchant, 
and  Matilda,  a  Saracen  lady,  who  is  said  to  have 
fallen  in  love  with  him  when  he  was  a  prisoner  to 
her  father  in  Jerusalem.    Thomas  received  the  first 
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|iait  of  Ins  eddcatioii  wX  Mertan  Abbey  in  ^Surrey, 
whence  he  went  to  Oxford,  and  afierwardt  stndled 
at  Paris.    In  1189,  he  made  a  campaign  with  King* 
Henry  to  Toulouse,  having  in  his  own  pay  1300 
horse^  besides  a  vetimie  of  700  knights  or  gentlemen. 

*8.  1824.  — TAMEHAWTALIJ,    QUEBN   OF  THE  SAND- 
WICH ISLANDS,   DIBD,  JET.  22, 

And,  on  the  14th  of  tjie  same  month,  her  consort, 
the  King  of  the  same  Ishinds,  at  the  Caledonian 
Hotel,  Robert  Street,  Adelpfai.  Both  these  ill-fated 
foreigners  had  been  converted  to  Christianity.  The 
bodies  of  the  King  and  Qneen  lay  in  state  for  isdme 
days,  and  were  then  removed  to  St  Martin's  Churchy 
and  deposited  in  a  vault  for  security,  till  a  frigate 
could  be  got  ready  to  convey  them,  and  flie  suite  of 
the  late  King  and  Queen,  to  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
The  ship  is  now  on  her  voyage  (October  1821),  and 
the  uriiole  expense  of  this  fitment  and  traiispott  is,  veiy 
properly,  defrayed  by  the  British  government.      ■  \ 

15.— SAINT  SWITHIN.  "    , 

Swithin  was  promoted  to  holy  orders  by  Helmstan> 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  at  whose  death,  in  SSSl,  Hiing 
Ethelwelf  granted  him  the  see.  In  this  he  coi^tiniiea 
eleven  years,  and  died  in  86&  For  sQme  remarks  on 
the  popular  saying  respecting  St.  Swithin,  so  amply 
verified  in  almost  every  July  and  August^  see  Qijr 
former  yblumes. 

ik  I82U--KING  GJKOmOB  IV  GBOWNBO*.    J 

Some  inteiestiog  pgortiaulais.  ^  this  august  csere* 
aumy  win  be  found  in  T.T<  fear  1832,  pp.  184^206, 
and  inoor  last  voliime,  p.  I9I4 

20. — ^SAINT   MTARGARBT. 

She  was  bom  at  Antioch,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
a  Pagan  priest,  Olybius,  president  of  the  East,  un^ 
der  the  Romans,*  widhed  to  marry  her;  but  finding 
that  Margaret  was  a  Christian,  he  postponed  hitiin* 
tended  nuptials  until  he  could  prevail  upon  her  to 
ttoouttce  her  religion.    Our,  saint,  however,  was  ih- 
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fl^xtble^  and  was  first  tortuied/aiid  then  behiNided, 
in  the  year  278*  / 

*2L  1653. — INIGO    JONES    DIBD^    MT.,60, 

The  father  af  pure  architecture  in  Etaglaod.  He 
was  appointed  Sunreyor-GenMal  to  James  I,  bul^ 
finding  the  office  greatly  in  debt,  he  not  only  served 
without  pay  till  Qke  embarrassments  were  removed, 
but  prevailed  upon  his  fellow  officers  to  do  the  like, 
— by  which  expedient  the  debt  was  soon  cleared. 
He  wrote,  by  the  desire  of  the  king,  an  account  of 
Stonehenge,  in  1620,  in  which  year  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  Commissioners  for  repairing  St.  Paulas 
Cathedral.  On  the  death  of  James,  he  was  con- 
tinned  in  his  situation  by  Charles  I,  for  whom  he  ex* 
ecu^.  the  Banqueting  House,  barely  the  fiftieth 
part  of  a  palace,  at  Whitehall,  the  designs  for  which 
had  been  made  in  the  previous  reign.  During  the 
usurpation  ^he  was  denounced  as  a  malignant,  tiOiSL 
Compelled  to  pay  a  composition  for  his  estate.  Jones 
was  restored  to  his  post  by  Charles  II,  but  it  was 
flien  little  more  than  an  empty  title ;  and  grief,  it  is 
supposed,  occasioned  by  the  calamity  of  his  former 
master,  put  a  period  to  his  existence  on  fhe  day 
named  at  the  head  of  this  notice.  He  was  interred 
in  the  chancel  of  Saint  Bennet's,  PauFs-wharf,  Lcm- 
don.  His  principal  designs  were  published  by  Kent, 
fol.  1727;  some  of  hislesser  designs  fol.  1741;  and 
others  were  also  published  by  Mr.  Ware.  His  fisst 
wori^  in  London  was  the  interior  of  the  church  of  St. 
Ca&erine  Cree,  Leadenhall  Street.  A  correcl:  ell^ 
graving  of  the  water  front  of  Somerset  House,  as  ex* 
ecuted  by  him,  together  with  a  fac-*siiinle  of  his  ao* 
tograph,  may  be  seen  in  Mr.  Gwilt's  new  and 
spleiMlid  edition  of  Sir  Wm.  Chambers's  Cml  Archi- 
tecture, p.  234,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  the  pre^ 
ceding  sketch.  This  edition  of  a  highly  valuable 
work  will  prove  extremely  acceptable  to  the  archi* 
tect  (particularly  to  students)^  a^  the  scientific  editor 
has  prefixed  to  it  a  truly  classical  and  learned  *  Eat- 
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ami$9atiom  cf  tkeEhmmta  9f  Bemttif  in  ChefMn  Ar* 
chiieciure,  with  a  brief  iwestigation  €f  its  erif^, 
progress,  UndpejrfsctioH/  bqt  only  thegennofalainser 
woiIl  on  the  ^ject;  and  has  fattherenriched  the  to* 
lume^wiih  manjr  carious  and  useful  notes:  it  is  acr 
compomed  ako  with  a  life  of  Sir  Wm.  Qmrnbeia^ 
from  the  pen  of  one  of  his  pupils.  The  comet  and 
elegant  plates,  likewise^  which  illustrate  the  work, 
coi^bute  to  render  this  edition  greatly,  preferable  to 
any  other  that  has  yet  appeared. 

22.— MARY,  MAGDALfiN. 

This  day  was  first  dedicated  to  the  memorv  of  St 
Mary  Magdalen,  by  King  Edward  VI ;  and  in  his 
Comvion  Prayer,  the  Gospel  for  the  day  is  from  St. 
Luke,  chap.  vii,<  verse  36.  Our  reformers,  however, 
upon  a  tnore  strict  inquiry,  finding  it  doubtful  whe-> 
th^  thia  woman,  mentioned  in  the  Grospel,  was  really 
Mary  Magdalen,  thought  it  prudent  to  discontinue 
thefestiv^. 

^  26. — SAINT  JAMB8. 

It  is  siinply  related  in  Scripture  that  Herod 
Agrippa  'killed  James  the  brother  of  John  witb  flie 
sword.'  This  was  in  the  second  year  of  tbe  Emperor 
Claudius,  about  ten  years  after  our  Lord's  ascension. 
A  .mnarkable  conversion  attending  the  condemna- 
tion of  this  aposde  has  been  handed  down  on>the 
authority  of  one  of  the  primitive  fathers.  The  in- 
fumner  who  brought  James  to  trial  was  so  struck  with 
bis  cheeiiul  courage  and  m^ek  resignation  of  life, 
that  he  instantly  professed  his  own  sudden  bdief  m 
the  glorious  faidi  which  produced  such  fruits,  anil 
implored  the  ^  Sainf  s  forgiveness.  James,  after  ti 
pause  of  delightful  surprise,  prayed  for  him,  and.  ad* 
mitted  him  into  the  Covenant  of  Christ  with  a  holy 
kiss;,  upon  which  both  of  them  were  hurried  away, 
and  executed  togeth^. .  Thus  fell  St.  James,  the 
first  of  the  Apostles  who  gained  the  crown  of  mar- 
tywAom.-^Proi€MaHt  ^odmum. 

Ifi  refenpce  to^is  day  we  intipduee  the  fbHonmg 
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singiilar  uiecdo|».    In  tkat  pwtioD  of  ^Mt.  BHia^s 

Q^gimal  LUierSj  ^fi^pm  AMitogf&phi  in  th^  BfUisk 
Mkimm/  dedkated  to  tho  veigii  of  GiMurles  I^  (Toi.  iii, 
pwS37,  et  leq.)  «re  tomedirio«8  partievkurs  reqpectiiig 
thm  Queen's  F»eiioli  atteiidaiitSi  and  flie  fbat  rout- 
Vigr  of  tbo  Mesaieun  and  Mesdames,  nletkg  wi<b  tiieb 
peiUs  ekais  and  p^filf  ehiens,  by  whieh  ft  appears 
that  theiv  inflneaee  over  bef  Majesty  had  amved  at 
an  inniffival^l^  beight,  paitieidaFly  anHmg  the  priests. 
In  a  letter  from  Mr.  PWy  to  Mn  Joseph  Mead,  it 
is  observed.--^*  The  reste  of  ttiat  clergy  were  the 
most  siqpetstitioas,  turbnlent^  and  jesnited  pl^ts 
tfiat  eonld  be  found  in  all  fVsinoe;  yevy  fitt  to  make 
^firefaiands  of  sedition  in  a  forren  state;  so  Aal  bis 
M^esty,  00  long  a9  be  gaTe  them  inteitainenent, 
did  bat  noniishe  so  many  vypers  in  his  bosoma. 
Naj,  tiieir  insiileacles  towardes  the  Qneene  were 
not  la  be  enduved;  for  besides  that  those* *^**^* 
knaves  would  by  way  of  confession  interrogate  her 
Majestie***  *e«R«s  »#  «  *««•«  »**  *•«• 
f«4i  **f^^^*  **^  and  no  longer  agon  IlieB  Upon 
St.  jAHBa  his  dcef  last,  those  hypocritical  dogges 
made  the  pore  Qae^ti  to  waike  a  foot  (some  tuid 
baiefoet)  from  her  hoase  at*  St.  James  to  tile  gal* 
l#weB.  at  Tybome,  thereby  to  henor  the  Saimi  of  the 
4ay  m  visiting  tibat  hely  place  where  so  many  mar* 
^s:  (forsooth)  had  shed  ttieir  blood  in  defense  of 
ttie  Catboltqiie  cause.  Had  they  not  also  mado  her 
to-  daUe  in  the  dwte-  in  a  fold  morning  from  Somer- 
sett  House  to  St.  James^  her  Lticiferiim  Confessour 
riding  aliong  by  her  in  bis  eoaeh !  Yeay  they  have 
made  her  to  go  barefoot^  to  spin,  to  eat  her  meat  out 
of  tryne  (wooden)  dishesi,  to  waite  at  the  table  and 
serve  her  serrants^  with  many  other  ridiculous  and 
absurd  penances.'-*-It  was>  certuAity^ '  high  time'  that 
this  JPveiieh  train  should  be  dismissed;  and  packed 
off  liiey  were  (^'oontamaciousty  refusing  to  go')  in 
coaches^  carts^  and  barges  to  Gravesend^  where  th^f 
lilept^  fipottiieiioothey  nmdi»easy  stageoof  it^  taUng 
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me  day  to  go  to  Rochester^  another  ^o  Canterbury^ 
and  another  to  Dover^  from  whence^  says  the  writer^, 
'God  send  them  a  faire  winde/  Daring  their  stay 
at  St.  James's  '  they  so  defiled  tilie  hoase^  as  a  week's 
worke  woidd  not  niake  it  cleane/  Before  tilieir  de- 
partare,  the  King  ordered  more  than  £22^000  to  be 
distributed  amongst  them,  that  they  might  have  no 
cause  to  complain  of  their  sudden  disinissal. 

*25.  X824.— WILLIAM.  SHARP   DIBD,   JETT.  74, 

One  of  the  most  celebrated  engravers  of  the  day. 
His  works  are  well  known,  not /only  in  England,  but 
throughout  Europe.  His  engravings  were  so  much 
admired  on  the  Continent,  that  he  was  elected  an  ho- 
norary member  of  the  Imperial  Academy  at  Vienna, 
and  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Munich. 

26.^r^SA.lMT  ANNS. 

She  was  the  mother  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  the 
wife  of  JToachun  her  father.  Her  festival  is  cele- 
brated by  the  Latin  church. 

9i0tronomtcal  ^ttmttm& 

In  JULY  11825. 
Short  i»  the  reig^-of  nighty  and -almost  blends 
The  eyenkig  twilight  with  the  morning  dawn. 

Solar  Phenomena. 
The  Sun  enters  Leo  at  38m.  after  5  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the'23d  of  this  month ;  and  he  rises  and  §ets, 
during  the  same  period^  as  in  the  following 

table 
Of  the  Sun's  Rising  and  Setting  for  every  fifth  Day. 

July    1st,  I 
Gth^ 
11th, 
I6th, 

•3l8t, 

dGtfa, 
31st, 

Equation  of  Time. 
The  time  given  by  a  good  sun-dial  may  be  4re- 


Sun  rises  45  m.  after  3. 

Sets  15  m.  a 

fter  8 

48 3 

12.... 

....  8 

52 3 

•  •••..     8.... 

....8 

57 3 

.»••••     3*.«. 

....  8 

3 ...4 

57 

...  7 

10 ...4 

50 

...  7 

17 4 

43 

...  7 
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duced  tct  that  ^firluch  9^ifi  to  be  ahovm  at  the  i 
timQ  by  a  well  regolated  ciwk,  by  addiag  tbo  qoan- 
titi^  in  the  following 

(y  the  Equaiian  of  Tbne  for  evwy  fifth  Dctf. 

Friday,  July    Ut,  ta  thf  tipe  ^y  th«  aia  o^  3*  »i 

Wedaesday,..   6th,. «. .,.••.,., „... 4  15 

Monday, ....  llth^.. ; '....,  ^  1 

S«ttur<|»y,^.««16tli...... 5  86 

Thnrsday  *.«^Ut,.. « «,....  5  5» 

Ttiesday,  ....2601, ,,,^ ^  7 

•StiBday, .. .  • .  .31sty , 6  I> 

Phases  of  the  Moon. 

Last  Quarter,  8tb  day,  at  94  m.  after  7  in  the  momitig 

New  Moon, •  •  I5th»  •«,••««  3^  •••«•,•• .  lOat night 

First  Quaxter»^2€||  « .•..••  34 3  iu  tbo  ie^moon 

FiiU  Moon, .  .29ttk,  ..•»••  57 9  at  night 

Moon's  Passage  omr  the  Meridian^ 
The  following  times  will  afford  opportunities  of 
observing  the  Moon  ai^  she  parses  the  meridian  this 
months  s&Quld  Ae  weather  prove  fifiToorabIe>  viz. 

July     6th,  at  17  m^  after    4  in  the  morning 

Sths «.«  ^  ,*•«..«.  5 ..«;^..^ 

9th,,.  23 ,,  6 

10th,.,    S f 

a4th,  •«  32  ...••.«,  7intheeTeovig 

a9th,..29... B 

S«tb,..24 9 

28th,  ..  11., 11 

Of  fAe  Time  of  High  Water  at  London  for  ^very  fifth 
Day. 

July   Is^,  at  51  in.  after  2 ,    Qm.  after  3 

6tHi..80   5 ,49     .....    5 

lltfc^  ..  43 9  , 

16th,,  .,24  .^....  2  . 

21st,    .;  37  .^.,..  5  . 

26th,  ..     9   ......  11 

31st»  ..     1   ^ % 


...17 

.... 
•  •«. 

Qle 

10 

...49 

2 

...    0 

6 

...  38 

11 

*••  16 

3 

Digitized 

by  Goo 

m  TVfht  1825.  191 

For  the  nimibero  to  benddad  to  Mtnbtmot^d  from 
Hiese  to  obtain  tilie  time  of  High  Water  at  irarioos 
odier  places^  see  the  Occarrences  in  January,  in  the 
present  yolnme. 

Phenomena  Plavktxuvu. 

Phases  of  Venus. 

This  planethaving  lately  i>assed  the  point  of  her 
greatest  illumination,  is  now  an  bbject  of  great  beauty, 
and  the  propoffti<Mi8  of  her  eDfigbtoned  and  dark 
phases  are :  , 

f«i-   !-♦    f  niuminated  part  ss: 3-83212 
July   Ist,  ^  jj^^^  ^^^ _  jj,^77gg 

EcKpses  oj  Jnpitef^s  Satellites. 

There  will  be  several  eclipses  of  fliese  satellites 
this  montili,  but  none  of  them  will  be  visiUe  in  this 
country. 

Farm  of  Saium*s  Ring. 

The  opening  of  this  lii^  is  now  as  gieat  as  it 
usaallv  attains,  its  conjugate  axis  being  nearly  half 
that  of  the  transrerse^ 

T«wti>»   f  TrBDiFenit  midt  *fc       1<680 

Cotffunction  of  the  Moon  triththe  Planets  and  Stars. 

July  3d,  milh  B  mCaprltfotni  nt  6  in  tlie  monihig 

lith,  ••••  .9  in  Anes  .....kk  i  «<•«* *... 

13th,  .4..    Satiini.w*w«^  6 ..«..y... 

34thy  ....   ^  in  Soovpio  • .  *  <4*  9  in  the  et^nimg 
36th,  ..I,  Jupit«r.,«i».««*..  7  m^tmmnang 

Mercury  and  Mara  will  be  in  conjunction  with 
eadi  ^tlier  at  3  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  this 
month.  Mercury  will  also  be  in  his  superior  con- 
junction at  7  in  tiie  morning  of  the  10th.  Greorgium 
Sidus  will  be  in  opposition  at  45  m.  in&er  2  in  the 
afternoon  of  the-sameJay.  Moroury  will  be  in  con- 
junction with  Jupiter  at  7  in  the  morning  of  tilie  26th ; 
and  Venus  and  Saturn  will  also  be  in  conjuniction  at 
10  in  the  evening  of  the  samo  day. 
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The  following  touching  lines  shall  close  the  Oc- 
currences of  this  montili  :— 

TJic  Landscape. 

Soft  roams  the  balmy  wind  among 

The  de^p'  recesses  of  the  grove ; 
While  gliding  thro'  the  starry  throng. 

The  Moon  nnclouded  sails  above, 
And  hovers  o'er  this  Laqdscape  long, 

For  ever  sanctified  by  Love ! 

And  there  thou  art,  lone  Alder-tree, 
Whose  boughs  fantastically  wreathe ; 

Dark  clustering  berries  hang  from  thee. 
And  scent  the  zephyrs  as  they  breathe: — 

Yes !  there  thou  blooms*t,  but  where  is  she. 
Who  oft  has  sate  and  sighed  beneath  ? 

The  very  rose-bud  in  the  shade,. 

Which  long  ago  was  planted  there, 
Stands  in  its  beauty  undecayed, 
'  As  fresh,  and  delicately  fair: 
Although  unplucked,  its  rOses  fade, 

And  only  charm  the  silent  aic. 

How  beautiful,  O  lonely  Moon, 
Thy  rays  of  silver  glance  and  gleam, 

Rejoicing  in  tliy  cloudless  noon 
Upon  the  rushing  mountain  stream ! 

The  stars  that  gild  the  blue  saloon 
Before  thy  &ce  diminished  seem. 

And  soft  thy  beams  of.  amber  light 

Upon  the  fairy,  landscape  fall,  <  •  • 
Awaking  dreams  ia  memory  bright,- 

Past--rpa8^  but  unforgotten  all ;  - 
Long  years  ago,  on  such  a  night, 

I  must  not  thus  be  held  in  thrall, 

D.  M •  MOiR*      > 
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CJe  Jtatutalist's  Biarp 

For  JULY  1825. 

AwaVe !  awake  I  the  flowcsTs  unfold. 

And  tremble  bright  in  the  sun, 
And  the  river  shines  a  lake  of  gold, 

For  the  young  day  has  begun. 
The.  air  is  blithe,  and  the  sky  is  blue, 

And  the  lark,  on  lightsome  wings. 
From,  bushes  that  sparkle  rich  with  dew, 

To  heayen  her  matin  sings. 
Then  awake,  awake,  while  music's  note 

Now  bids  thee  sleep  to  shun ; 
Light  zephyrs  of  fragrance  round  thee  float,<«* 

For  the  young  day  has  begun. 
I've  wandered  o'er  yon  field  of  light. 

Where  daisies  wildly  spring, 
And  traced  the  spot  where  fays  of  night 

Flew  round  on  elfin  wing : 
And  I've  watched  the  sadden  darting  beam 

Make  gold  the  field  of  grain. 
Until  clouds  obscured  the  passing  gleam, 

And  all  frowned  dark  again. 
Then  awake,  awake,  each  warbling  bird 

Now  hails  the  dawning  sun ; 
Labour's  enlivening  song  is  heard, — 

For  the  young  day  has  begun. 

Is  there  to  Contemplation  given 

An  hour  like  this  one. 
When  twilight's  starless  mantle's  riven 

By  the  uprising  sun  ? 
When  feathered  warblers  fleet  awake. 

His  breaking  .beams  to  see, 
And  hill  and  grove,  and  bush  and  brake. 

Are  filled  with  melody  ? 
Then  awake,  awake,  all  seem  to  chide 

Thy  sleep,  as  round  they  run ; 
N    The  glories  of  heaven  lie  far  and  wide,— 

For  the  young  day  has  begun. 

RICHARD   RYAN*. 

Thesb  ballad  stanzas  (says  the  author)  were  ad- 
dressed to  a  friend  who  was  not  an  early  riser;  and 
we  would  fain  hope  that  they  had  the  effect  of 
making  him  one;  for,  if  he  *  turned  a  deaf  ear'  to 


*  Poems  on  Sacred  Subjects,  &c.  1824. 
R 
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such  a  spirit-stirring  invitation  as  this>  and  still 
courted  a  '  little  more  sloth— a  litfle  more  slumber,' 
we  believe  that  he  will  ever  remain  hisensibTe  to  the 
beauties  of  ttiat  Original  Picture  of  which  the  poet 
has  produced  so  exquisite  a  copy :  he  will  still  con- 
sume in  sleep  those  hours  which  might  have  been 
usefully  devoted  to  study  or  Tec|:eation^ — to  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  beauties  and  wonders  of  Nature; 
and,  above  all,  to  the  offering  up  of  his  morning  de- 
votions at  the  shrine  of  Nature's  God, 

The  feathered  tribe  can  chaont  their  lays, 
And  hymn  their  great  Creator's  praise ; 
Bat  man,  for  whom  on  every  thorn 

The  daylight  falls,  till  close  of  even, 
Ungrateful  views  each  snn-bright  morn. 

Nor  whispers  forth  a  prayer  to  heaven.       R.  ryan. 

It  is  not^  however,  the  Morning  alone  which  com- 
mands our  admiration ;  Noon,  at  this  season,  has 
its  beauties  and  its  attractions.  There  is  no  part  of 
a  Summer's  day  in  the  country  (observes  Br.  Drate") 
more  delightful,  perhaps,  to  the  contemplaMve  man^ 
than  are  its  Noontidb  Hours,  provided  the  fer- 
vency which  usually  attends  upon  them  be  suffi- 
ciently attempered  by  tha  grateful  contrast  of  pro- 
tecting shade.  All  nature,  indeed^  seems  at  this 
sultry  season  sunk  in  lassitude  and  repose,  an,d  an 
universal  stillness  reigns  aiound,  even  deep  as  that 
which  waits  upon  the  noon  of  night.  It  is  then  we 
fly  to  woods,  to  waters,  and  to  caves,  whose  compa- 
rative coolness,  whilst  it  breathes  a  delicious  balm 
through  every  nerve,  siDgulairly  disposes  the  mind, 
not  only  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  scenery  itself 
which  secludes  us  from  the  blaze  of  day,  but  to  the 
indulgence  of  those  trains  and  associations  of  thought 
which  spring  from,  and  luxuriate  in,  the  realms  of 
fancy  and  meditation. 

O  Nature !  lovely  Nature !  thou  canst  give 
Deligfat  tl^self  a  thousand  ways,  and  lend 

»  Sep  «Dr.  Drake's  *  Noontide  Leimre^'  (vol.i,p.  i;— a  delight- 
ful  lounging  book  for  an  alcove  in  a  hot  summer*s  day. 
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To  every  object  charms !  With  thee,  even  books 
A  higher  relish  gain.    The  poet's  lay 
Grows  sweeter  in  the  shade  of  wavy  woods. 
Or  lulling  lapse  of  crystal  stream  beside ; 
Dim  umbrage  lends  to  philosophic  lore 
Severer  tboup;ht;  and  Meditation  leads 
Her  pupil  Wisdom  to  the  green  resort 
Of  solemn  silence,  her  inspiring  school. 

BIDLARB  ■• 

All  is  Tlgour  and  activity  in  the  vegetable  kingdom 
in  this  month,  and  the  most  patient  observer  of 
.  Nature  is  almost  bewildered  by  the  countless  pro- 
fusion of  interesting  objects.  The  garden  affords 
many  gay  inmates,  as  lilies,  convolvuluses,  pinks,  and 
carnations;  and  marigolds,  and  poppies  of  various 
colours^  which  are  now  in  blossom.  Speedwell  (ve- 
ronica) is  in  perfection;  and  when  there  are  two 
varieties  of  it,  the  towering  alternate  spikes  of  white 
and  purple  form  a  pretty  contrast  with  the  deep 
yellow  of  the  lofty  great  flowering  solidago,  or  golden 
rod ;  both  plants  being  highly  ornamental  to  garden 
borders.  Towards  the  middle  of  the  month,  the 
spiked  willow,  hyssop,  and  the  bell-flower  {campa- 
nula),  have  their  flowers  full  blown.  The  Virginian 
sumach  now  exhibits  its  scarlet  tufts  of  flowers  upon 
its  bright  green  circles  of  leaves.  The  berries  of 
the  mountain  ash  turn  red.  Lavender  and  jessamine 
are  now  in  blossom. 

On  the  Indian  Jasmine  Flower. 

How  lovelily  the  Jasmine  flower 

Blooms  far  from  man's  observing  eyes, 
And  having  lived  its  little  hour, 

There  withers,  there  sequestered  dies. 
Though  faded.,  yet  'tis  not  forgot : 

A  rich  perfame,  that  Time  can't  sever, 
Lingers  in  that  unfriended  spot, 

And  decks  the  Jasmine's  grave  for  ever. 

*  The  'Melodies  of  Morn,'  and  the  'Beauties  of  Evening,'  have 
already  been  depicted  in  our  volumes  j— see  particularly  the  last, 
pp.  aoa-205,  213-21& 
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Thus,  thus  should  Man,  who  seeks  to  soar 

On  Learning's  wing  to  Fame's  bright  sky, 
Far  from  bis  fellows  seek  that  lore^ 

Unheeded  livcy  sequestered  die. 
Thus,  like  the  Jasmine,  when  he^s  fled, 

Fame's  rich  perfume  will  ever  keep 
Ling'ring  around  the  faded  dead, 

As  saints  that  watch  some  infiuit's  sleep* 

RICHARD   RYAN. 

As  summer  advances,  the  vocal  music  of  the  groTes 
is  lessened,  and  in  this  month  may  be  said  to  ceaae 
altogether— if  we  except  the  chirping  of  the  wren 
and  two  or  three  small  birds.  The  yellow  hammer' 
{emberiza  citrinelld)  forms  its  nest  and  lays  its  eggs 
very  late  in  the  year,  it  being  quite  the  end  of  June, 
or  flie  beginning  of  July,  before  any  number  of  them 
are  found:  the  eggs  are  to  be  distinguished  from 
those  of  every  other  bird  by  their  being  figured  with 
irregular  hair-like  scratches,  as  if  marked  with  a 
pen ;  so  much  so,  that,  in  the  midland  counties,  thi^ 
bird  is  called  a  'scribbling  lark' — ^in  the  northern 
counties  he  becomes  a  *  blakeIing'(from  blake,  yellow)  • 
— The  yellow-hammer  is  perhaps  one  of  the  commoa- 
est  birds  we  possess,  being  found  in  the  summer 
season  universally  scattered  about  the  hedge-rows 
of  both  open  and  inclosed  places,  though  it  never 
visits  our  gardens ;  in  the  winter  they  collect  in  large 
flocks,  and  frequent  the  farm-yard  and  home-stalls, 
feeding  upon  the  small  seeds  they  find  there,  but 
they  retire  to  the  hedges  again  on  the  approach  of 
the  breeding  season.  The  nidification  of  birds  is 
in  general  influenced  by  the  facility  of  obtaining  re- 
quisite food  for  their  young ;  and  it  is  possibly  this 
circumstance  that  necessitates  the  yellow-hammer  to 
breed  so  late,  as  they  feed  entirely  upon  seedtf,  and 
those  of  the  grasses  are  ripe  and  in  profusion  at  this 
period ;  and,  no  sooner  is  the  herbage  cut  down  for 
hay,  than  we  see  this  most  innocent  little  bird  light 
upon  the  swathe,  and  animate  the  field.    The  rook 

'  Or  yellow-head,  from  the  Saxon  homer,  a  head. 
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bailds  very  early^  actuated  by  the  same  motive ;  she 
hatches  in  April,  when  the  agricultorist  is  so  busy 
in  taming  up  the  ground,  now  affording  abundance 
of  grubs  and  worms,  which  would  not  be  found  in  a 
later  and  drier  season.  When  this  supply  becomes 
scarce,  the  common  chafer  abounds,  and  affords 
tiiese  birds  a  long  supply  of  food ;  and,  towards 
tbe.end  of  May  or  June,  our  oak-trees  are  cov^ed 
with  the  old  bird^  and  their  clamorous  broods,  feed- 
ing upon  this  insect.  The  tardus  race  (blackbirds 
and  thrushes)  are  early  breeders ;  for  in  that  mcist 
season  of  the  year,  slugs  and  worms,  fitting  food, 
abound  everywhere.  The  beautiful  regulations  of 
Nature  inaliherdepartments  are  admirable!  Tbepe-^ 
cuHar  fitness  and  adaptation  of  every  portion  of  or- 
gtadzed  life  to  its  original  design;  the  provision 
made  for  the  continuation  of  this  harmony,  wifiiout 
collision  or  interruption;  and  ike  mutual  ^ain  of 
dependance  which  connects  each  portion,  as  £bu:  as 
hnnan  penetration  can  percbive,  are  wonderfiil  to 
maa !  but  only  the  natural  result  of  Supreme  Intel- 
ligence. We  know  that  the  'ways  of  Providence 
are  past  finding  out;'  and  should  we  pry  into  her 
forbidden  mysteries,  it  will  be  with  confusion  and 
abasemeirt:  at  times,  smalT  portions  of  divine  ap- 
pointments are  unfolded  to  our  view,  and  the  con- 
templation of  these  lights  forms  perhaps  the  highest 
rsmge  of  l^tellecftual  pleasure,  and  convinces  us  that 
fltiete  i^  yet  concealed  a  superlative  excellence  ^f 
wisdom  far  beyond  the  comprehension  of  'poor 
human  nature.' 


There  1$  no  God,  the  fool  in  secret  i 
There  i»  no  Qod  that  roles  on  earUi  or  sky: 
Tear  off  the  band  that  folds  the  wretoh's  hand, 
Hiat  God  may  burst  upon  his  faithless  eye. 

Is  there  no  God  ? — the  stars  in  myriads  spread, 
If  he  look  up,  the  blasphemy  de.nyy 
Whilst  his  own  features,  in  the  mirror  read, 
Reflect  the  finite  of  Divinity. 

Is  there  no  Gold  ?-^tfae  stream^  that  sH^er  fldWs, 

The  air  he  breathes,  the  grmsnd  he  treads,  the  fre«f , 
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.   .  The  flowers  J  the  grast,  the  sands^  eacli  wind  that  blows^ 
Allspeak  of  God;  throughout  one  voice  agrees. 
And  eloquent  his  dread  existence  shows : 
Blind  to  thyself,  ah,  see  him,  fool,  in  these. 

-  Lending  Magazine. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  month,  the  splendid 
fringed  water-lily  {menyanthes  nymphoides)  is  seen 
on  die  slow-flowing  riyers  and  on  ponds.  When  the 
fructification  of  this  wonderful  plant  is  completed, 
the  stem^  which  rose  many  feet  in  order  to  support 
tihe  flower  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  sinks  con- 
siderably beneath  it,  and  there  remains  till  the  next 
season  of  flowering,  when  it  again  resumes  its  an- 
nual task.  What  consummate  wisdoqi  do  we  see 
in  all  the  works  of  the  great  Author  of  Nature !  That 
flower  which  would  be  injured  by  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  is  endowed  with  a  stem  pliant  and  elastic, 
which,  at  a  given  time,  refuses  to  sppport  its  burthen 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  while  that  which  is 
strong,  and  capable  of  enduring  the  inclemency  of 
the  seasons,  is  supplied  with  a  stem  capable  of  de- 
f3ring  the  rigour  of  the  tempest. — *  Constant^  fervent, 
and  unchanging  love,'  has  been  aptly  compared  to 
the  water-lily  ; — 

A  rude  breath 
May  ihake  its  leaves  a  moment,  but  its  root 
Is  fiir  too  deep  for  storms. 

.H.  NEELB. 

Koses  now  lose  their  beauty,  and  it  is  with  regret 
we  see  their  fragrant  petals  scattered  beneath  our 
feet 

The  rose  is  fragrant,  but  it  fades  in  time ; 
The  violet  sweet,  but  quickly  past  its  prime ; 
White  lilies  hang  their  heads,  and  soon  deoay. 
And  winter  snow  in  minutes  melts  away ; 
Snoh  and  so  withering  is  our  blooming  youth. 

DRYtoBN. 

O!  how  much  mo^e  doth  beauty  beauteous  seem. 
By  that  sweet  ornament  which  truth  doth  give ! 
The  rose  looks*  fUr,' but  fairer  we  it  deem 
For  that  sweet  odour,  which  doth  in  it  live. 
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The  cankers-blooms  have  fall  as  deep  a  dye. 
As  the  perfumed  tincture  of  the  roses. 
Hang  on  such  thorns,  and  play  as  wantonly,  *      ^ 
When  summer's  breath  &eir  masked  buds  (fiscloses : 
fint  for  their  virtue's  only  in  their  show. 
They,  live  unmoved,  and  unrespected  fade, 
Die  to  themselves :  sweet  roses  do  not  so ; 
'  Of  their  sweet  deaths  are  sweetest  odours  made. 

SHAKSPEARE. 

The  enchanter's  nightshade ;  the  yorkshire  sani- 
cle;  the  water  horehotind  or  gypsy  wort;  the  great 
cat^s  tail^orreed  mace ;  the  common  nettle;  goose 
grass ;  solanum ;  the  belladonna  (dulcamara  and  ni- 
grum) ;  asparagus,  and  some  species  of  rumex ;  with 
back-wheat,  and  a  variety  of  other  plants,  may  be 
almost  said  to  bloom,  fade,  and  die,  within  the  pre- 
sent month. 

The  fields  now  glow  with  every  hue  and  shade  of 
colorific  radiance,  the  several  species  of, lychnis,  ce- 
rdstiam,  and.  <spersfti/a  contributing  their  share  of 
beauty  to  animate  this  delightful  scen^. — Insects  i^^ 
take  the  place  of  the  featliered  tribe,  and,  being  for 
the  most  part  hatched  in  the  spring,  ttiey  are  now  in 
fun  vigour. 

In  tiiis  and  the  following  month,  PoMpNA,  with 
liberal  hand,  offers  her  fruits  to  allay  the  parching 
thirst:  currants,  gooseberries,  raspberries,  cranber- 
ries, strawberries,  and  cherries,  are  all  peculiarly  re- 
freshing at  this  season. 

So  we  grew  together 
Like  to  a  double^Kerry;  seeming  parted; 
But  yet  a  nnion  in  partition, 
Two  lovely  berries  moulded  on  one  stem. 

Hie  storms  of  wind  and  raiu  and  hail,  in  this 
month,  are  not  unfrequently  accompanied  by  thunder 
eaEAUghining;  and  in  July  and  August,  1^4^  there 
were  some  terrific  haU^siermt^,  and  a  more  than 

*  -  '■ m    -     ,—      ■      ..     ■ - 

>  There  was  a  tremen4oa8  storm  of  hail  on  the  Hth  pf  July  1S64, 
which  did  yery  considerable  mischief  in  difl^rent  parts  of  the 
conntry.    Upon  a  TaluatiOQ,  it  appeared  that  the  daipage  done  to 
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usual  quantity  of  ^eet  and  foilsied  lightning,  accom- 
panied with  loud-rolling  thunder.  Many  lives  were 
lost'  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  oatUe 
fell  victims  to  the  sudden  and  widely  exten^M  power 
of  the  electric  fluid.  The  awful  and  terror-striking, 
but  salutary  plienomena  of  thunder  and  lightnings  are 
well  depicted  by  Mr.  Balfour  in  tie  following 
powerful  lines,  with  which  we  will  conclude  our 
Diary  for  the  present  month. 

Sudden,  on  the  dazzled  sight, 
Darts  the  keen  electric  tight ; 
Shooting  from  the  land  sky. 
Quick  as  thought  it  mocks  the  eye : 
Roiling  thunder  rends  the  oar, 
Seems  to  shake  earth's  solid  sphere ; 
Hili  and  dale  prolong  the  sound. 
Echoes  deep,  each  cavern  round ; 
Till  a&r,  in  distant  ^ies, 
Fainler  still,  it  fades  and  dies* 

Hushed  the  peal — a  pause  succeeds — 
-Again  the  forky  lightning  speeds ; 
Bursting  from  the  black  cloud's  womb, 
Blaadng  o'er  the  deepening  gloom. 
Shatter^  by  the  arrowy  flash, 
At  my  feet,  with  groaning  crash, 
FaUs  the  forest's  branching  pride. 
All  its  honours  scattered  wide  I 

Louder  peals,  and  louder  still. 
Shake  Hie  vale,  and  rock  the  hiH ; 
Mountains  tremble,  green  woods  aod ; 
Nature  hears,  and  owns  her  God  ! 

Soon  the  rushing  shower  descends. 
The  dark  cloud  melts,  the  tempest  ends; 
Brif^bt  1^^  the  hmi  of  day 
Sheds  abroad  bis  cheering  ray ; 
CreatiKNi  'smiles,  and  joy  and  lore  i 

.    Enliven  mountain,  ^len,  and  grove ;  | 

Reviving  blositoms  pour  their  riclh  perftime ; 
And  >7atare  glows  in  reuovffted  bloom  ^ 

the  gtowbag  crops  df  com  'near.  Dmiin^nr,  in  Esse^,  io  conaeqmnaee 
.of  thi%  storm,  amounted  to  «£1^827.  .6.  .6  ;  and  its  effects  were  felt 
upon  3487  acres  of  land,  occupied  by  77  persons. 
•   '  Set  directions  to  persons  orertaken  by  a  thund^  fitOrm,  in  T.T. 
lbrlS17,|]^.^17-91^  .9 
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DESCRIPTION  0/ CULINARY  VEGETABLES. 

[Continued  from  p.  182.] 

Mushroom  (agaricus  campestris). — Lord  Baco|i 
says  that  Mushrooms  'have  ti^o  strange  properties : 
the  one,  that  they  yield  so  delicious  a  meate ;  the 
other,  ttiat  they  come  up  so  hastily,  its  in  anight, 
and  yet  are  unsown.  Another  author  cited  by  Mr. 
Phillips,  referring  to  the  opinion  that  these  plants  as- 
similate more  closely  to  Uie  animal  creation  than  any 
other  class  of  vegetables,  observes  that  mushrooms 
resemble  animals  in  some  of  their  species,  in  grow- 
ing^  vigorously  without  light,  and  underground ;  that, 
when  burnt,  they  smell  like  ignited  feathers;  and 
that  their  liability  to  putrefaction  also  indicates  their 
near  relation  to  the  animal  kingdom.  Hie  stem  of 
the  common  mushroom  is  solid,  from  two  to  three 
inches  high,  and  half  an  inch  in  diameter.  It  is  the 
best  and  most  savoury  of  the  genus,  and  is  in  much  re- 
quest for  the  table  in  England.  It  is  eaten  fresh, 
stewed,  or  broiled,  and  preserved  either  as  a  pickle, 
or  in  powder.  The  sauce  vulgarly  called  ketchup  is 
made  from  its  juice  with  salt  and  spices. 

The  danger  attending  tiiis  sort  of  food  is  alluded 
to  by  Horace,  who  recommends  the  mushroom  found 
in  meadows,  and  says  it  is  not  safe  to  trust  to  the 
others ;  and  the  advice  of  the  poet  may  still  be  at- 
tended to,  for  the  true  mushroom  springs  up  chiefly 
in  open  pastures,  and  should  be  gathered  only  in 
such  places.  When  of  a  middle  size,  it  is  readily 
distinguished  by  its  fine  pink  or  jQesh- coloured  gills, 
and  pleasant  smell ;  in  .a  more  advanced  age  th^ 
gills  become  of  a  chocolate  colour,  and  it  is  thpn 
more  apt  to  be  confounded  with  other  kinds  of  dubi- 
ous quality :  but  the  poisonous  species,  which  nearly 
resembles  the  edible  mushroom,  is  not  only  desti*- 
tute  of  the  fine  odo.ur,  but  has  a  disagreeable,  smell : 
further^  the  noxum^  kind  grows  in  woods  or  on  the 
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margins  of  woods.  The  unwholesome  soxts^  ho'vir- 
ever^  are  sometimes  known  to  spring  up  on  a  bed^ 
and  to  precede  the  genHine  crop  of  mushrooms. 

All  fungi  should  be  used  with  great  caution,  for 
even  the  champignon  and  edible  garden  mushrooms 
possess  deleterious  qualities  when  grown  in  certain 
places.  All  the  edible  species  should  be  thoroughly 
masticated  before  taken  into  the  stomachy  as  this 
greatly  lessens  the  effects  of  poisons.  When  acci- 
dents of  this  sort  happen,  Tomiting  should  be  imme- 
diately excited,  and  then  the  vegetable  acids  should 
be  given,  as  vinegar,  lemonguice,  &c.  Tlie  safest 
way,  however,  is  not  to  eat  any  of  the  good,  but  less 
common  sorts,  until  they  have  been  soaked  in  vine- 
gar.— London,  and  Botanist's  Companion,  voL  ii,  p. 
145. 

There  is  great  merit  due  to  Mr.  Sowerby  in  taking 
so  mtich  pains  to  point  out  the  poisonous  tribe  of 
agarics,  which  he  has  dpne  very  successfully,  by 
publishing  all  the  varieties. — See  his  splendid  work 
on  English  Fungi. 

The  mushroom  always  comes  out  of  the  earth  as 
a  bud  which  closely  protects  the  interior,  with  a 
thin  skin,  called  the  veil,  until  it  is  fully  grown,  and 
begins  to  fructify.  It  then  expands  like  flowers, 
the  seed  of  which  appears  to  lie  among  what  are  called 
the  gills.  In  order  to  cultivate  mushrooms,  the  small 
white  knobs  which  are  always  found  near  their  roots, 
and  are  the  spawn  offsets  or  young  mushrooms^ 
should  be  carefully  gathered  with  the  earth  about 
them.  When  this  spawn  cannot  be  found  in  pas- 
tures, it  may  be  procured  from  old  dunghills  and ' 
hot-beds,  where  it  shoots  out  in  long  strings. .  The  ' 
beds  should  be  made  of  dung  laid  a  foot  thick,  co- 
vered with  four  inches  of  strong  earth,  succeeded  by 
two  more  layers  of  dung,  each  ten  inches  tiiick, ' 
finished  by  another  layer  of  earth,  contracting  the 
sides  of  the  bed  like  the  roof  of  a  house.  Cover 
this  bed  with  litter  or  thatch,  to  keep  out  the  wet.  In 
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ten  days  it  will  be  warm  enough  to  recm^e  the  spawn^ 
which  must  be  placed  upon  a  fresh  covering  of  rich 
light  earth,  in  Inmps  four  or  five  feet  asunder.  It 
must  be  immediately  spread  over  with  the  same  kind 
of  earth  half  an  inch  deep,  and  the  whole  covered 
ap  as  before.  In  warm  weather  the  mushrooms 
will  probably  appear  in  a  month,  but  it  will  be  longer 
in  cold  weather.  A  bed  thus  managed  will  remain 
good  for  months^  and  produce  finer  mushrooms  than 
can  be  gathered  in  the  fields.  When  the  bed  is  de<- 
stroyed,  plenty  of  spawn  for  a  new  one  maybe  taken 
out  of  it ;  and  a  supply  of  mushrooms  may  be  thus 
secured  throughout  the  year. — For  various  other  me- 
thods of  cultivating  the  mushroom,  both  English  and 
foreign,  see  Loudon's  Encyclopcedia^  pp.  597-606. 

The  Morel  grows  on  hedgebanks,  in  woods  and  in 
bushy  places,  chiefly  in  a  sandy  soil.  Its  height  is 
about  four  inches,  and  it  is  in  perfection  in  May  and 
June :  it  should  not  be  gathered  when  wet  with  dew, 
or  soon  after  rain.  Gathered  dry,  it  will  keep  seve- 
ral months.  The  morel  is  among  those  fungi  which 
were  first  used  as  regular  articles  of  food,  being 
much  praised  even  before  the  time  of  Clusius.  The 
ways  of  dressing  them  lor  the  table  are  various  and 
weU  known.  They  mostly  enter  into  ragouts,  but 
are  sometimes  served  by  themselves.  On  the  conti- 
nent they  are  frequently  stuffed.  The  country  peo- 
ple in  Germany  made  the  observation,  that  morels 
grow  most  plentifully  where  fires  had  been  kept; 
and,  in  their  endeavours  to  cultivate,  them  by  this 
strange  method,  the  woods  frequently  fell  a  sacrificf, 
until  the  practice  was  interdicted  by  law, 

The  Truffie  is  about  the  size  of  a  walnut  in  its 
outer  coat,  the  surface  being  irregularly  tumid„ 
harsh,  and  covered  with  sbarpi  warts.  It  is  found 
under  ground  just  below  the  surface  in  light  dry 
soils;  and  dogs  are  taught  to  discover  it  by  the 
srneU^  and  to  scratch  it  out  of  the  earth.  II  is  brcMisht 
to  lable^  either  simply  boiled  or  stewed  in  varipus 
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forms.  The  French  and  Italians  introduce  it  into 
made  dishes,  sauces,  and  pies.  They  were  highly 
esteemed  by  the  Romans,  who  imported  them  from 
Africa:  and  the  luxurious  Athenians  enfranchised 
the  children  of  Cberips,  a  person  who  had  invented 
a  ragout  made  of  Truffles ! 

There  are  many  other  edible  sorts  of  mushrooms, 
natives  of  Great  Britain,  but  they  are  seldom  ga- 
thered for  use  except  by  experienced  botanists :  we 
had  intended  to  enumerate  and  describe  them,  as 
well  as  the  species  of /ungri  available  for  culinary 
purposes,  and  useful  in  medicine  and  the  arts ;  but 
want  of  ;pace  alone  prevents  us  from  entering  more 
at  large  into  this  interesting  subject.  On  some  fu- 
ture occasion/  however,  we  hope  to  lay  before  our 
readers  a  sketch  of  the  British  Fungi,  and  in  the 
mean  time  we  beg  to  refer  them,  for  further  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  to  *  Mr.  Sowerby's  British  Fongi,' 

*  Mr.  Purton's  Midland  Flora,'  and  particularly  to 

*  Mr.  Greville^s  Scottish  Cryptogamic  Flora,  or  co- 
loured figures  and  descriptions  of  cryptogamic  plants 
found  in  Scotland,  belonging  chiefly  to*  the  order 
Fungi;  and  intended  to  serve  as  a  continuation  of 
English  Botany.'  This  elegant  work  is  published 
monthly.  There  is  also  a  great  variety  of  splendid 
works  on  the  subject  to  be  procured  from  Germany 
and  other  parts  of  the  continent. 

Mustard.— iSfee  Salads. 

Onion  (allium  cepa). — This  bulb  has  been  the 
common  seasoning  for  food  from  the  earliest  times 
to  the  present  day.  The  principal  varieties  of  the 
common  onion  are,  the  Strasburgh  or  common 
oval;  the  Spanish  silver  skinned  and  red  skinned; 
the  Portuguese  gtefitoy b1  onion;  and  the  TVtpoK. 
The  cultivation  of  onions  and  leeks  is  exactly  the 
same.  Onion  seed  should  be  sown  at  the  end  of 
February,  on  good  rich  light  ground  well  dug^  le- 
velled and  cleared  from  weeds.  Nothing  should 
be  sown  with  them,  except  a  little  cos  lettuce.    The 
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seed  must  be  fresh^  and  six  poands  of  it  will  plant  an 
acre.  Six  weeks  after  sowings  hoe,  weed^  and  sepa- 
rate them,  which  must  be  repeated  five  weeks  after- 
wards^ and  again  at  the  end  of  another  month.  Con- 
tinue to  keep  them  well  weeded^  and  about  the  mid- 
dle of  August  they  will  be  fit  to  puU^  which  will  be 
known  by  the  withering  of  the  blades.  When  drawn 
out,  the  end  of  the  blades  must  be  cut  off/  and  the 
onions  laid  upon  dry  ground,  turning  them  daily  to 
keep  them  from  striking  fresh  root.  In  a  fortnight 
they  will  be  fit  to  house,  which  must  be  done  in  very 
dry  weather,  taking  care  to  remove  all  the  earth  from 
their  roots,  and  to  take  out  all  the  faulty  ones,  which 
would  rot  die  sound  in  great  numbers.  TheScallion, 
or  EscdlUon,  is  a  sort  of  onion  which  never  forms 
any  bulbs  at  the  roots,  and  was  chiefly  used  in  the 
spring  for  green  onions,  but  is  now  scarce  and  not 
much  esteemed. 

The  Spanish  and  PortugiMse  onions  are  celebrated 
for  their  superior  size  and  mildness.  Our  own  re- 
quire boiling  to  take  away  their  rankness,  and  are 
then  probably  equal  to  any  other,  for  culinary  pur- 
poses. A  small  piece  of  bread  stuck  upon  the  end 
of  the  knife  employed  to  peel  onions,  is  said  to  pre- 
vent their  impleasant  effect  upon  the  eyes.  Onions 
are  supposed  to  have  been  originally  brought  from 
Egypt,  where  tiiey  were  worshipped,  and  must  have 
had  a  most  bewitching  taste,  since  the  Israelites 
would  fain  have  returned  to  bondage  for  the  sake  of 
enjoying  them  again.  Alexander  the  Great  sent  them 
to  Greece,  and  tiience  they  became  common  over  the 
whole  continent  of  Europe. 

The  Shallot  or  Eschallote  (alliam  ascahnicumj ,  is 
by  some  said  to  be  the  same  with  the  scallion.  It 
was  found  growing  in  Palestine.  It  is  easily  propa- 
gated by  the  small  roots  or  offsets ;  and  is  mostly 
used  Willi  the  beef  steaks  and  mutton  chops  of  modem 
epicures,  who  prefer  it  to  rub  their  plates  with,  as  of 
a  finer  flavour  and  less  rank  than  the  onion. 
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The  Leek  {allium  patrum)  is  very  iisefal  in  broth, 
and  has  long  been  the  favourite  cockade  of  Welsh- 
men on  St.  David's  Day.— See  the  different  volumes 
of  Time's  Telescope  under  the  1st  of  March. 

It  seems  as  if,  antiently,  leeks  (observes  the  erudite 
author  of  Tabella  Cibaria)  were  in  this  country  an  in- 
dispensable ingredient  in  the  soup ;  since  pomcf^^  is 
evidently  derived  from  porrum.  It  has  been  asserted, 
but  upon  what  authority  we  do  not  know,  that  leeks 
came  originally  from  Arabia.  Martial  mentions 
Aricia,  a  town  of  Latium,  recommended  for  the  ex* 
cellent  qualities  of  this  vegetable,  which  was  culti- 
vated there  with  great  success ;  and  Columella  says, 
7tuiter  Aricia  porri — Aricia  the  mother  of  leeks.  Al- 
though a  distant  or  slight  flavour  of  leek  may  prove 
agreeable,  yet  it  leaves  about  the  mouth  strong  mias- 
mata which  affect  the  breath.  We  read  again  in 
Martial, — 

PORRI   SECTIVl. 

Fila  Tareutini  graviter  redolentia  ponn 
Ediiti  quoHeSy  oscula  clausa  dato. 

The  jaice  of  leeks  who  fondly  sips. 
To  kiss  the  &ir  must  close  his  lips. 

Pliny  states,  that  the  monster  Nero  brought  this 
species  of  onion  into  great  repute,  by  eatii^  them 
with  oil  to  clear  his  voice  for  singing.  His  folly  in 
this  respect  obtained  for  him  the  satirical  name  of 
Parrophagus,  or  the  Leek  Eater ;  wfaidi  was  most 
appropriately  bestowed. 

The  Common  Garlic  (tdlium  sativum)  is  said 
to  grow  wild  in  the  island  of  Sicily.  It  has  many 
bulbs,  commonly  called  cloves,  invested  with  a 
white  shining  skin.  It  is  easily  propagated  by  plant- 
ing th^  cloves  or  small  bulbs  of  the  root,  in  spring, 
with  a  dibber  or  in  drills.  The  beds  should  be  four 
feet  wide,  the  rows  six  indbeslrom  each  other,  and 
the  plants  five  inches  asunder.  Weed  them  wdi, 
and  tie  the  leaves  in  knots^  whidi  will  enlarge  the 
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bulb  and  prevent  their  ranmng  to  seed.  Towards 
the  end  of  July  the  leaves  will  begin  to- wither;  then 
take  them  up,  clean  th^rn^  dry  them  in  the  son  in 
bunches,  and  lastly  hang  them  up  in  a  dry  room  for 
winter  use.  This  as  well  as  the  onion  was  wor- 
shipped by  the  Egyptians.  The  Romans  gave  it  to 
their  labourers  to  strengthen  them,  and  to  their  sol- 
diers to  excite  their  courage.  Upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple they  fed  their  game  cocks  with  it ;  and  Persius 
says  it  was  antiently  eaten  by  criminals  for  several 
days,  under  the  idea  of  purifying  them  from  their 
crimes ! 

The  Chive  {allium  scJwenoprasum)  is  a  very  small 
kind  of  onion,  which  never  produces  any  bulbs,  and 
seldom  grows  very  high  in  the  blade,  which  is  very 
slender,  and  forms  round  bunches.  It  is  preferred 
for  early  spring  salads>  being  very  hardy  and  milder 
than  the  other  species.  All  the  roots  of  this  genus 
are  of  .unquestiona|>le  benefit  to  cold,  phlegmatic 
constitutions,  thoug:h  they  should  father  be  mixed 
up  with  the  general  diet  than  administered  as  direct 
medicines.  A  few  fresh  walnuts  or  raw  leaves  of 
parsley,  eaten  immediately  after  dinner,  will  speedily 
i«emove  that  disagreeable  taint,  which  always  infects 
the  breath  after  taking  garlic  or  onions  in  any  por- 
tion whatever. 

[To  be  continued.] 


SEXTILIS  was  the  antient  Roman  name  of  this 
month,  being  the  sixth  from  March.  The  Emperor 
Augustus  changed  this  name,  and  gave  it  his  own, 
because  in  this  month  Csesar  Augustus  took  posses- 
sion of  his  first  consulship,  celebrated  three  triumphs, 
reduced  Egypt  under  the  power  of  the  Roman  people, 
and  put  an  end  to  all  civil  wars. 
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/»  AUGUST  1825. 
1. — LAMMAS   DAY. 

This  day^  in  the  Romish  church,  is  generally  called 
St.  Peter  in  the  Fetters,  in  commemoration  of  this 
apostle's  imprisonment.  It  is  probably  derived  from 
au  old  Saxon  term,  signifying  Loaf -Mass;  as  it  was 
customary  for  the  Saxons  to  offer  an  oblation  of 
loaves  made  of  new  wheat,  on  Lammas-day,  as  the 
first  fruits  of  their  new  com. 

Lammas  Tower  is  a  hut  or  kind  of  tower  erected 
by  the  herds  of  a  district  against  the  time  of  Lam- 
mas, and  defended  by  them  against  assailants.  All 
the  herds  of  a  certain  district,  towards  the  beginning 
of  summer,  associated  themselves  into  bands,  some- 
times to  the  number  of  a  hundred  or  more.  Each  of 
these  communities  agreed  to  build  a  tower  in  some 
conspicuous  place,  near  the  centre  of  their  district, 
which  was  to  serve  as  the  place  of  their  rendezvous 
on  Lammas  day.  This  tower  was  usually  built  of 
sods,  for  the  most  part  square,  about  four  feet  in 
diameter  at  the  bottom,  and  tapering  to  a  point  at 
the  top,  which  was  seldom  above  seven  or  eight  feet 
from  the  ground.  The  name  of  Lammas-towers  will 
remain  (some  of  them  having  been  built  of  stone) 
after  the  celebration  of  the  festival  has  ceased* — 
Trans.  Ant.  Soc.  Scot.  vol.  i,  p.  194, 198. 

6. — TBANSFIG  U  RATION . 

Though  this  day  was  observed  in  remembrance  of 
our  Lord's  Transfiguration  on  the  Mount,  by  the  pri- 
mitive Christians,  yet  it  is  but  of  recent  date  in  the 
church  of  Rome ;  as  it  was  not  instituted  by  Pope 
Calixtus  until  the  year  1455. 

7. — NAMB  OP  JBSUS. 

Before  the  Reformation,  this  day  was  dedicated 
to  Afra,  a  woman  who  had  been  converted  to  Chris- 
tianity by  Narcissus,  Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  and  who 
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afterwards  suffered  martyrdom ;  and  the  breyia,;ry  was 
recognized  by  Paul  V.  Afterwards  Donatus^  who 
became  a  martyr  in  the  time  of  Julian  for  refusing  to 
sacrifice^  was  substituted  in  her  place .  Our  reformers 
devoted  it  to  the  Name  of  ouk  blessed  Lord. 

10. — SAINT   LAWRENCE. 

St.  Lawrence  was^  by  birth^  a  Spaniard^  and  trea* 
surer  of  the  church  of  Rome^  being  deacon  to  Pope 
Sextus,  about  the  year  259.  Soon  afterwards,  his 
bishop  was  killed  by  the  soldiers  pf  Valerian  the 
emperor,  with  whom  our  saint  would  willingly  have 
died.  Lawrence  refusing  to  deliver  up  the  church 
treasure,  which  they  imagined  to  be  in  his  custody, 
he  was  laid  upon  a  gridiron,  and  broiled  over  a  fire. 
The  celebrated  palace  of  the  Escurial  is  dedicated 
to  this  saint :  see  this  described  in  T.  T.  for  1814, 
p.  199. 

12.  1762.— KING  GEORGE  IV  BORN. 
♦14.  1823. — A  SUTTEE  AT  SERAMPORB, 

Or  widow-burning,  took  place.  Actuated  by  false 
enthusiasm  a  fine  young  woman  immolated  herself 
on  her  husband's  funeral  pile.  The  victim  had  just 
attained  her  sixteenth  year.  The  following  short  de- 
scriptive poem  from  the  pen  of  a  correspondent,  we 
think,  cannot  fail  to  be  acceptable  to  our  readers:— 

The  Suttee. 

The  San  shines  bright  thro'  every  tree. 
The  mosqaes  are  glittering  in  his  rising  beam^ 

The  birds  are  ehaanting  forth  their  minstrelsy. 
And  Bails  are  shadowing  the  fair  Ganges  stream. 

They  come— they  come,  in  hosts  now  from  afar, 
They  come  in  tribes  from  every  shadowing  wood, 

To  view  a  festival  o'er  which  Day's  star 
Shines  pure  and  calm,  although  'tis  tinged  with  blood. 

Bat,  see,  a  form  moves  slow  in  teara  along, 
.    And  roimd  her  brow  earth's  choicest  flowVets  twine ; 
The  Brahmins  point  exalting  to  the  throng. 

Who  pause  and  gaze  as  if  on  forms  divine. 
While  on  the  "dctim  moves  towards  the  dreadful  shrine. 
s2 
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Her  hair  drops  odour,  and  her  dark  eyes'  fire 

By  stupifying  drug^  is  nearly  quelled ; 
She  scarce  has  strength  to  mount  the  funeral  pyre, 

A  sight  so  piteous  rarely  is  beheld. 

And  who  is  he  now  gliding  thro'  yon  porch, 
Fear  in  his  aspect,  in  his  young  heart  fright; 

His  trembling  hand  can  scarcely  bear  the  torch, 
Whose  blaze  is  dimmed  by  Day's  halo  of  light  ? 

It  is  the  Son.— his  limbs  near  sink  to  earth, 
The  tear  stands  ready  in  his  youthful  eyes ; 

He  comes  to  slay  the  form  that  gave  him  birth, 
And  bid  the  flames  roll  upwards  to  the  skies. 

The  victim  lies  upon  her  hnsband^s  arm. 

The  flame  is  raised,  and  soon  in  death  reclined 

(In  death  by  fire !)  is  that  once  beauteous  form — 
Her  ashes  now  are  wafted  by  each  wind. 

Oh,  dreadful  deed-— from  those  who  urge  it  on. 
What  t^ars  of  penitence  roust  trembling  stray ; 

What  sighs  of  true  remorse  must  oft  be  won 
To  cleanse  the  heart  from  guilt,  and  wash  such  stains  away ! 

RICHARD   RYAN. 

15.— ASSUMPTION. 

This  is  a  festival  in  the  Greek  and  Romish  charches 
in  honour  of  the  supposed  miraculous  ascension  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  into  heaven. — See  an  account  of  a 
splendid  pageant  formerly  exhibited  at  Dieppe  in 
honour  of  this  day,  in  T.T.  for  1823,  pp.  224-227. 
♦15. — children's  festival  in  japan. 

In  the  evening  the  male  children  assemble  in  the 
castle,  where,  in  the  presence  of  the  governor  and  all 
the  officers  of  state,  they  play,  sing,  dance,  wrestle, 
and  fence  with  sabres.  They  afterwards  partakie  t)f 
a  supper,  consisting  of  various  kinds  of  delicacies. 
Kumaddschero  assured  us,  that  on  this  occasion  up- 
wards of  one  thousand  five  hundred  children  were  as- 
sembled in  the  castle ;  but  none  are  admitted  whose 
parents  cannot  afford  to  dress  them  well.  Those  who 
are  badly  dressed  are,  indeed,  ashamed  to  appear  in 
the  assembly.  Girls  are  never  admitted,  as  flie  Ja- 
panese laws  prohibit  females  from  entering  fortified 
places.— jGolovmin's  Captivity  in  Japan. 
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*19.  1823.— ROBERT   BLOOMFIELD   DIED,  MT.  57. 

A  brief  notice  of  this  amiable  man  and  delightful 
poet  was  given  in  onr  last  volume^  p.  217,  with  some 
beautiful  stanzas  byour  friend  and  contributor  Ber- 
nard Barton ;  and  we  now  repeat  the  record  of  the 
death  of  that  child  of  Nature,  the  *  Farmer's  Boy,' 
for  the  express  purpose  of  strenuously  recommend^ 
ing  to  the  patronage  of  our  readers  his  afflicted 
widow  and  destitute  family,  for  whom  a  subscrip- 
tion has  been  commenced,  and  is  now  in  progress, — 
thanks  to  the  warm  benevolence  and  unconquera- 
ble perseverance  of  Mr.  Joseph  Weston  :  to  this 
gentleman,  also,  the  public  are  indebted  for  the 
*  Remains  of  Robert  Bloomjield/  lately  published  in 
two  small  volumes,  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  fa- 
mily.  These  fragments  of  song  are,  it  is  truly  said 
in  the  Preface^  '  the  gleanings  of  that  rich  harvest 
which,  in  days  gone  by,  afforded  to  many  a  luxurious 
treat;  filling  their  hearts  with  rapture,  and  their  eyes 
with  delicious  tears.  On  this  account  they  must  be 
welcome  to  his  former  admirers,  who  will  imme- 
diately recognize  in  them  the  same  sweetness,  sim- 
plicity,, and  feeling,  which  distinguished  his  earlier 
productions'.' 

Blpomfield's  *  Songs'  have  ever  been  esteemed  for 
ihp  purity  of  their  sentiment,  as  well  as  the  beauty  of 
their  poettry :  no  poet  displays  the  influence  of  *  the 
tender  passipn'  with  more  feeling,  and  very  few  treat 
the  amiable  objects  of  it  with  so  much  delicacy  and 
respect.  It  will  be  gratifying,  therefore,  to  the  ladies 
to  hear,  that  twenty-four  of  his  best  Songs  have  been 
set  to  music  by  eminent  composers,  and  are  now  pub- 
lished for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  B.'s  widow  and  family. 

It  affords  us  the  higbfsst  pleasure  to  find  that 
Charles  Bloomfield,  at  present  in  a  printing- 
office  at  Canterbury,  inherits  much  of  his  father's 

•  See  *  Mollis,*  a  specimen  of  the  'Remains,'  in  onr  NatwtaliiVi 
Diary  for  this  month. 
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poetic  talent;  and  that  the  lamented  parent  received 
the  following  agreeable  specimen  of  his  son's  powers^ 
only  just  before  his  own  vital  spark  was  extinguished. 
Heexpressedhimself  highly  gratified^  and  shed  a  few 
sympH^etio  tears.  In  a  few  days  after,  his  reason 
became  obscured^  and^  in  less  than  three  weeks^  h6 
died. 

Sonnet  to  the  Stream. 

Still  rippling  oil : — whether  the  wintry  sky 
Frowns  in  reflection  from  thy  crystiU  bed. 
And  the  drear  landscape  nakedly  i«  spmsad 
In  sullen  weakness  to  the  dreary  eye  ;r~ 
Or  when,  as  now,  skimmed  by  the  darting  fly> 
•Mid  th*  o'erarching  shade  of  fall-robed  trees, 
That  wave  tibeir  proud  heads  in  the  summer  breeze; — 

Or  at  the  evening  hour,  when  light  winds  die 
Into  the  iiudnigbt  stillness^  and  the  Moon 

Upo^  the  maigia  throws  l^er  glittering  beam ; 
Thy  silvery  current  still,  with  murmuring  sound, 

Unsullied  flows;  or  if  disturbed,  as  soon 
To  purity  returns ;  a  beauteous  stream — 

An  nnexbausted  stream,  through  all  ^e  seasons  rooscP. 
.    July  1,  l^fiS. 

The  editorship  of  these  elegantly  printed  volnmes 
is  very  creditable  to  Mr.  Woston,  who  deserves  the 
highest  praise  for  the  perfect  disinterestedness  and 
unceasing  philanttiropy  he  has  displayed  towards 
the  Bloomfield  family.  He  was  an  intimate  friend 
^of  the  poet;  and  often  contributed^  by  nnmberless 
acts  of  kiiidness  and  attention^  *  to  «moo(ii  the  brew 
of  care,'  and  to  keep  alive^  for  a  time,  the  expiring 
«mbers  of  he^th  and  happiness  in  the'  nnfortimate 
and  neglected  author  of  '  The  Farmer's  Bog' — a 
poem  which  will  be  read  as  long  as  the  English  lan- 
guage is  known,  and  while  ther«  exists  a  relish  for 
simple  enjoyments,  or  a  taste  for  th6  beauties  and 
wonders  of  Nature : — 

.     !       '   I  ...         ,       ■         .  ■  ■  ■  I      .  I    J  ,     .       I       m 

*  Remains  of  Robert  Bloomfield,  vol.  i,  p.  87.-— See  also  our  ^Na- 
turdlistfs  Diary  for  Mayy  for  some  beautiful  lines  entitled  'Morn- 
ing,' by  the  same  juvenile  votary  of  the  Muse. 
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Jjpng  as  tbe  wild  thrash  carols  tbroagh  the  wood ; 

LoDg  as  the  ploughshare  cleaves  th'  indented  Ita, ; 
So  long  thy  strains  shall  charm  the  wise  and  good, 

And  Fame  shall  twine  her  fairest  wreaths  for  thee. 

24.— SAINT   BARTHOLOMEW, 

He  preached  the  Gospel  in  Armenia^  converted 
the  Lycaonians^  and  afterwards  visited  India.  He 
was  flayed  alive^  by  order  of  Astyages,  King  of  Ar- 
menia.—On  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  see 
T.  T.  for  1821,  p.  217. 

28. — SAINT  AUGUSTINE. 

Augustine  was  born  at  Thagaste,  a  town  in  Numi^ 
dia,  in  the  year  354.  He  was  a  judicious  divine,  atid 
the  most  voluminous  writer  of  all  the  Fathers.  He 
died  in  430,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven. 

29. — ^JOHN   BAPTIST   BEHEADED. 

This  day  was  formerly  denominated  Festum  Col- 
tectionis  Sancti  Johannis  BaptistcB;  or  the  feast  of 
gathering  up  St.  John  the  Baptist's  relics ;  but  after- 
wards, by  corruption,  Festum  Decollationis,  the  fes- 
tival in  remembrance  of  his  being  beheaded.  His 
nativity  is  celebrated  on  the  24th  of  June,  whicksee. 
Consult  also  T.T.  for  1823,  p.  234. 

*AUGUST  1516.— THE   POMP   AND   STATE   OP 
CARDINAL   WOLSEY, 

When  Chancellor,  were  even  greater  than  those  of 
Royalty  itself.  The  Cardinal  rose  early;  and  as 
soon^as  he  came  out  of  his  bed-chamber,  he  gene- 
rally lieard  two  masses,  either  in  his  ante*chamber 
or  chapel.  Returning  to  his  private  apartments,  he 
made  various  necessary  arrangements  for  the  day; 
and  about  eight  o'clock,  left  his  privy  chamber  ready 
dressed,  in  the  red  robes  of  a  cardinal/ his  upper 
garment  beipg  of  scarlet,  or  else  of  fine  crimson 
taffeta,  or  crimson  satin,  with  a  black  velvet  tippet 
of  sables  about  his  neck,  and  holding  in  his  hand  an 
orange,  deprived  of  its  internal  substance  and  filled 
with  a  piece  of  sponge,  wetted  with  vinegar  ^  and 
other  confections  against  pestilent  airs,  the  which  hee 
most  commonly  held  to  his  nose,  when  he  came  to 
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the  presses,  or  when  he  was  pestered  vrith-  many 
suitors/  This  may  account  for  so  many  of  the  old 
portraits  being  painted  with  an  orange  in  the  hand. 
The  Great  Seal  of  England  and  the  Cardinal's  hat 
were  both  borne  before  him  'by  some  lord,  or  some 
gentleman  of  worship  right  solemnly ;'  and  as  soon 
as  he  entered  the  presence-chamber,  the  two  tall 
priests,  with  the  two  tall  crosses,  were  ready  to  at- 
tend upon  him,  with  geiitlemen  ushers  going  before 
him  bare-headed,  and  crying  'on  masters  before, 
and  make  room  for  my  lord/  The  crowd  thus  called 
on  consisted  not  only  of  common  suitors,  or  the  in- 
dividuals of  his  own  family,  but  often  of  peers  of 
the  realm,  who  diose,  or  were  perhaps  obliged,  thus 
to  crouch  to  an  upstart — a>  character  not  in  very 
great  repute  in  those  days.  In  this  state  the  proud 
Cardinal  proceeded  down  his  hall,  with  a  sergeant 
at  arms  before  him,  carrying  a  large  silver  mace, 
and  two  gentlemen,  each  bearing  a  large  plate  of 
silver.  On  his  arrival  at  the  gate,  or  halWoor,  he 
found  his  mule  ready,  covered  with  crimson  velvet, 
trappings. 

When  mounted,  his  attendants  consisted  of  his  two 
cross-bearers,  and  his  two  pillar-bearers,  dressed  in 
fine  scarlet,  and  mounted  on  great  hordes  capa- 
risoned in  like  colour,  of  four  men  on  foot,  with  each 
a  pole-axe  in  his  hand,  and  a  long  train  of  gentry 
who  came  to  swell  his  triumph  as  he  proceeded  to 
the  Coujrt  of  Chancery,  where  he  generally  sat  until 
eleven  o'clock  to  hear  suits  and  to  determine  causes. 
With  all  thi^  state,  he  seems  to  have  affected  some 
degree  of  familiarity;  tor,  previous  to  taking  bis 
seat  in  the  court,  he  generally  stopped  at  a  bar  made 
for  him  below  the  chancery,  conversing  with  the 
other  judges,  and  sometimes  with  individuals  of  less 
apparent  consequence. 

As  soon  as  his  chancery  business  was  over,  he 
commonly  proceeded  to  the  Star-chamber;  where, 
as  has  been,  we  hope  truly,  reported  of  him,  'hee 
peitber  spared  high  nor  low,  but  did  judge  every  one 
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according  to  right.'  Indeed,  amidst  all  contending 
accouDts,  there  still  appears  to  have  been  much  vir- 
tue in  this  extraordinary  man,  who  might  even  claim 
merit  as  being  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  rapid 
extension  of  the  Reformation  in  England,  from  his 
sedulous  eadeavours  to  detect  the  disorders  amongst 
the  clergy  at  home;  disorders,  the  knowledge  of 
which  was  now  producing  such  memorable  events  in 
Germany,  and  leading  to  the  Reformation  there 
also. — See  *Wolsey  ike  Cardinal y  and  his  Times; 
Courtljf,  Political,  and  Ecclesiastical/  an  interesting 
volume  lately  published,  by  G.  Howard,  Esq.,  author 
of  *Lady  Jane  Grey  and  her  Times/ 

*31.  1824,^W1LLIAM    JBPTON    DIED,   JET.  108! 

He  was  for  many  years  employed  as  a  gardener, 
and  had,  throughout  life^  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted 
state  of  good  health  and  spirits. 

^Qtxotmmui  #cctttrmce0 

In  AUGUST  1835. 

The  refulgence  of  the  Summer's  Sun  now  sheds 
his  golden  tints  over  the  orchard^  tbe  garden,  and 
the  field ;  and  leads  us  to  exclaim,  with  the  poet. 

Could  a  mind,  imbued 
With  frufii  from  heaven,  treated  things  tidoi^, 
We  might  with  rev'rence  kneel  and  worship  Thee ! 

Solar  Phenomena.   . 

The  Sun  enters  Virgo  at  4  m.  after  nudnight  of 
the  22d  of  this  month;  and  he  rises  and  sets  during 
the  same  interval  as  in  the  following 

TABLE 

Of  the  Suns  Rising  and  Setting  for  everjf  fifth  Day, 

August  1st,*  Suu  rises  19  m.  after  4.  Sets  41  m.  after  7 
6th, 
11th, 
16th, 
21st, 
26th, 

3l8t, 

Equation  of  Time, 
To  find  mean  tixoe  from  apparent^  the  numbers  in 


27 

..•  4 

35     ... 

...  4 

44  ,.... 

...  4 

53 

...  4 

2  .... 

•..  5 

12 

..  5    

33  .... 

....  7 

25  .... 

....  7 

16.... 

....  7 

7  .... 

....  7 

58.... 

....  6 

48  .... 

6 

216  ASTRONOMICAL   OCCURRENCES 

the  following  Table  must  be  used  as  there  directed, 
and  those  for  any  intermediate  periods  must  be  found 
by  proportion. 

TABLE 

Of  the  Equation  of  Time  for  every  fifth  Day. 

Monday,  Aug.  Ist,  to  the   time  by  the  dial   aid  6  58 

Saturday,....  6th, ^....;.  5  53 

Thursday,...  11th, « 4  54 

Tuesday, 16th, 4  t 

Sunday, Slst, 2  55 

Friday, 26th, 1  38 

Wednesday,.  31st, >  1  0 

Lunar  Phenomena. 

O  Moon  !  old  boug^hs  lisp  forth  a  holier  din 

The  while  they  feel  thine  airy  fellowship : 

Thou  dost  bless  every  where,  with  silver  lip 

Kissing  dead  things  to  life.    The  sleeping  kine, 

Couched  in  thy  brightness,  dream  of  fields  diVine  ; 

Innumerable  mountains  rise,  and  rise. 

Ambitious  for  the  hallowing  of  thine  eyes ; 

And  yet  thy  benediction  passeth  not 

One  obscure  hiding-place,  one  little  spot 

Where  pleasure  maybe  sent:  the  nestled  wren 

Has  thy  fair  face  within  its  tranquil  ken, 

And,  from  beneath  a  sheltering  ivy  leaf, 

Takes  glimpses  of  thee.  j.  keats. 

Phases  of  the  Moon. 

Last  Quarter,.  .7th  day^  at  14  m.  after  0  in  the  mormng 

New  Moon,...  i4th 58 6 

First  Quarter,  20th 33 9  in  the  evening 

Full  Moon,..  28th 0 0  midnight 

Moon's  Passage  over  the  Meridian. 
The  Moon  will  pass  the  meridian  at  the  following 
times  this  months  which  will  afford  opportunities  of 
observation^  viz. 

August    6th,  at     1  m.  after     5  in  the  piorning 
"'*  '""  ....    5 


7th, 

..  47 

8th, 

..  37 

9th, 

..  29 

10th, 

..  24 

2lst, 

..  28 

22d« 

..  25 

23d, 

..  19 

24th, 

..  U 

25th, 

..     0 

2601, 

..  47 

....    6 

....     7  

....    8 

28 '. . .    6  in  the  evening 

....    7  

....    8 

....    9  

....  10  

....  10  
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TABLE 

Ofihe  Time  of  High  Water  at  London  for  every  fifth 

Day. 

Morning.  4ftemoon. 

August  1  St,   at  39  m.  after  3 42  m.  after  3 

eth,  ..  12    6  ........  37    6 

11th,  ..  31    11   0    0 

'  16th,  ..  26   3 44    3 

2l8t,   ..  16    7 48    7 

26th,  ..  20    0 45    0 

31st,  ..  35    3 47      3 

Should  the  time  of  high  water  be  reqjiired  for  any 
intermediate  day,  it  may  be  found  nearly  by  pro- 
portion. For  other  places,  see  the  observations  in 
the  Occurrences  for  January.  On  the  16th  of  the 
month  the  tide  will  rise  to  more  than  the  usual  height, 
and,  if  favoured  by  the  wind,  may  do  considerable 
damage  on  some  parts  of  the  coast. 

Phenomena  Planetarum. 

Phases  of  Vefius. 

As  this  planet  is  now  receding  from  the  earth,  her 
illuminated  phase  increases,  but  her  brilliancy  is  on 
the  decrease.    The  proportions  of  her  phases  are, 

. .  ,  .      f  Illuminated  part  =  6*21288 

August  Ist,   iD^kp^t  ....    =5-78712 

Eclipses  of  Jupiter's  Satellites. 

Jupiter  being  now  so  near  the  Sun,  the  eclipses 
of  his  satellites  are  not  visible  this  month. 

Conjunction  of  the  Moon  with  the  Planets  and  Stars. 

August  7th,  with  f  in  Aries,      at  9  in  the  morning 

9th, Saturn,   • .  8  in  the  evening 

10th,  .......       Venns,     ..  8  

2l8t,  Scorpio,  • .  2  in  the  morning 

25th,  . . . .  /3     Capricorn  •  •  7  in  the  evening 

Jupiter  will  be  in  conjunction  at  45  m.  after  5  in 
the  evening  of  the  17th  of  this  month ;  and  Mercury 
will  attain  his  greatest  elongation  on  tlie  19th. 


The  following  lines  are  too  beautiful  to  be  omitted 
in  this  place : — 

t 

/ 
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The  -Morning  Star. 
Pale  star!  that  lookest  o'er  the  waters  blae, 
When  earth  and  ocean  wear  a  twilight  hue, 
From  slumber  waking,  oft  I  turn  to  thee. 
And  marvel  what  the  day  shall  bring  to  me  \ 

dh!  happy  years  of  innocence  and  joy, 
When  pleasure  smiled  upon  the  careless  boy,  • 
How  have  ye  swiftly  fled,  to  leave  behind 
Sorrows,  dark  clouds,  and  misery's  hollow  wind ! 

Tlien  like  the  morning  lark  I  woke  and  sung, 
Mirth  in  my  heart,  and  music  on  my  tongue ; 
Now  fearful  I  awake  to  Morning's  light, 
And  ask  seclusion  and  the  face  of  night. 

Through  mazy  crowds  my  heartless  path  I  trace. 
Nor  greet  a  sniile  up(m  one  friendly  face ; 
Mid  courts  and  camps  I  murmur  and  repine. 
And  sigh  that  peace  and  privacy  were  mine. 

Oh,  world,  at  distance  smiling  so  serene ! 
Oh,  world,  thou  motleyed  and  tempestuous  scene ! 
Oh,  world,  where  purity  receives  her  blot,      ' 
And  virtue  is  eschewed — I  love  thee  not! 

Then  fare  thee  well,  bright  star,  that  ushered  in, 
Alike  the  morning  calm,  the  evening  din ; 
More  welcome  shall  thy  next  appearance  be. 
When,  gemming  Twilight's  robe,  I  gaze  on  thee ! 

D.   M.    MOIR. 

CJe  Jtaturalifiit' 0  Biatp 

For  AUGUST  1825. 

When  Summer's  universal  blush 

Spreads  o*er  the  scene ;  when  the  broad  woods  expand 
In  screen  umbrageous,  and  bank  and  bush 

Are  hung  with  roseate  wreaths,  by  zephyr  fanned  ; 
When  panting  heat  lists  to  the  cooling  gush 

Of  gelid  springs,  or  marks  the  sportive  band 
Of  skimming  swallows  o'er  the  gray  lake  rush ; 

When  sunny  fruitage  woos  each  gathering  hand. 
And  all  mature  the  year ;  O  let  the  flush 

Of  raptured  joy  be  mine,  nor  aught  its  transports  hush. 

ANNA  MARIA  PORTER. 

The  'mother  of  the  months'  has  many  times  waned^ 
and  now  again  refills  her  honi^  and  Summsr,  with  its 
treasure  of  blue  skies^  painted  flowers,  merry  insects^ 
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chirping  birds,  and  luscious  fruits,  again  bids  the 
world  be  happy.  And  all  this  may,  generally  speak- 
ing, be  said  of  an  English  August,  which  Yorms  the 
'  brief  Summer'  of  these  porthem  regions,  notwith- 
standing the  Almanack-makers  have  fixed  Midsum- 
mer Day  on  the  24th  of  June.  In  some  years,  how- 
ever, we  have  not  more  than  a  fortnight  of  continued 
fine,  hot,  weather,  and  which  may  happen  in  any 
month  between  April  and  September.  In  1823,  the 
first  14  days  of  the  latter  month  constituted  the  Sum- 
mer for  that  year;  and  in  1824,  the  warm,  sunny  sea- 
son occurred  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  towards 
the  end  of  July.  August  was  changeable,  with  gleams 
of  heat ;  occasionally,  however,  this  month  is  cold 
and  wet:  this  has  occurred  a  few  years  since,  as 
well  as  in  the  year  1766 :  Gray  in  one  of  his  letters, 
dated  August  26  of  that  year,  says,  '  the  rain  con- 
tinued, with  very  short  intervals,  till  the  beginning  of 
this  month ;  and  quite  effaced  the  Summen  from  the 
year :  but  it  was  owing  to  the  bad  weather  that  the 
whole  scene  was  dressed  in  that  tender  emerald 
green,  which  one  usually  sees  only  for  a  fortnight  in 
the  opening  of  the  Spring.'  The  poet  also  observes, 
that  it  was  so  cold  in  the  June  of  this  year,  that  they 
had  fires  in  the  day-time  as  well  as  in  ihe  evening. 

If,  however,  'all  change  be  sweet,'  this  variety 
of  season  and  temperature  must  greatly  enhance  the 
pleasures  we  derive  from  those  bursts  of  sunshine, — 
those  '  visits  few  and  far  between,'  of  solstitial 
splendour,  that  light  up,  as  it  were,  the  grand  scene 
of  Nature,  and  give  an  adventitious  glory  to  the 
picture,  truly  delightful  when  contrasted  with  the 
dark  and  murky  gloom  in  which  it  is  usually  en- 
veloped. Summer  clouds  are  doubly  beautiful  from 
their  evanescence,  and,  from  the  terrific  phenomena 
in  their  train,  possess  an  interest  which  no  other  cir- 
cumstance could  give :  of  this,  the  great  poet,  so 
lately  numbered  with  the  dead,  has  most  felicitously 
availed  himself  in  the  following  beautiful  simile : — 


y  Google 


220  THB  natuaalist's  diary 

Her  daughter,  tempered  with  a  milder  ray, 

Like  Summer  clouds,  all  silvery,  smooth  and  fair. 
Till  slowly  chained  with  thunder  they  display 

Terror  to  earth,  and  tempest  to  the  air. 
Had  held  till  now  her  soft  and  milky  way ; 

But,  overwrought  with  passion  and  despair. 
The  fire  burst  forth  from  her  Numidian  veins, 

Even  as  the  Simoom  sweeps  the  blasted  plains. 

About  the  11th  of  August^  the  puffin  migrates ;  and 
soon  afterwards  the  swift  disappears^  probably  wing- 
ing its  way  to  more  southern  regions.  Young  broods 
of  goldfinches  are  now  seen ;  lapwings  and  linnets 
congregate,  and  the  nuthatch  chatters. 

The  mountain  ash,  or  rowan  tree,  now  displays 
its  bunches  of  red  berries  amid  its  elegant  and  light 
foliage,  rivalling  the  flaming  honours  of  the  pyra- 
canthus  at  a  later  period.  The  jessamine  shows  its 
pretty  genttls,  little  flowers^  and  difluses  its  fragrant 
scent. 

The  Jessamine. 

T^om  the  Spanish  qf  Gongora, 

From  my  Summer  alcove,  which  the  stars  this  mora 

With  lucid  pearls  o'erspread, 
I  have  gathered  these  jessamines,  thus  to  adorn 

With  a  wreath  thy  graceful  head. 

«  •  » 

Th6ir  blossoms  a  host  of  bees,  alarmed. 

Watched  over  on  jealous  wing ; 
Hoarse  trumpeters  seemed  they  all,  and  armed 

Each  bee  with  a  diamond  sting : 
I  tore  them  away,  but  each  flower  I  tore 
Has  cost  me  a  wound  which  smarteth  sore. 

Now  as  I  these  jessamine  flowers  entwine, 

A  gift  for  thy  vagrant  hair, 
I  must  have,  from  those  honey-sweet  lips  of  thine, 

A  kiss  for  each  sting  I  bear : 
It  is  just  that  the  blooms  1  bring  thee  home 
Be  repaid  by  sweets  from  the  golden  comb. 

J.  H.WIFFEN. 

The  geranium  tribe  now  add  to  the  beauty  of  the 
garden^  and  many  pretty  species  also  decorate  our 
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smmy  banks;  diemalvaceoiisarder,  and  the  sparges, 
bearing  the  seed  always  elevated  on  the  flower,  are 
seen  in  great  variety.  The  genista  or  broom  flowera 
in  this  month;  and  the  common  flax,  with  its  pretty 
pate  bine  flowers.  The  sun-flower  now  adds  its^stately 
beauties  to  the  garden: — 

Real  faith  is  like  the  fun's  fair  flower, 
Wbieb  ttiidftt  the  cloiids  that  shroud  it,  and  the  winds 
That  wave  it  to  and  fro,  and  all  the  change 
Of  air  and  earth  and  sky,  doth  rear  its  head, 
And  looketh  up  still  stedfast  to  its  God. 

From  the  Spanish, 

The  sweet  scabious  is  in  flower^  and  the  common ' 
bine  passion  flower^  which  flowers  from  June  to  Oc- 
tober,  may^  in  the  general  dearth  of  flowers,  be  intro- 
duced to  our  notice  in  August.  Still  we  may  say  with 
the  poet,  that  although 

Summer's  woodland  wreath 
is  faded,  yet  the  garden's  gay  parterre 

Is  rich  with  gorgeous  hues ;  and  glorious  things 
Haunt  the  cool  stream,  and  flutter  in  the  air 

Resplettdentfoittts, — 

Insects  now  abound,  and  afford  a  never-failing 
source  of  amusement  and  instruction  to  the  inquiring 
entomologist.    In  Oiis  month,  the  truant  school-boy 

Plucks  the  wings  from  painted  butterflies, 
and  carries  home  the  papilio  argus  land  phUBOs  as 
a  prize, — ^to  him,  worth  all  the  diamonds  of  GroV 
conda,  or  the  gold  and  silver  of  Pem^.— See  a  beautiful 
poem  to  a  *  Butterfly  resting  on  a  skull,'  in  our  last 

*  See  some  beavtifiil  lines  on  the  Passion-flower  in  our  last  vo- 
lujne,  p.  233. 

*  We  have  much  pleasure  in  reconunendiiig  to  our  readers  a 
pretty  little  book,  printed  and  sold  by  Mr.  Raw,  at  Iptwich^  this 
year  (18^),  entitled,  the  <  Butterfy  CoUector'$  Vade-M^cnms'  it 
contains  some  useful  introductory  remarks,  and  explanations  of 
terms ;  a  list  of  butterflies  and  their  families,  and  a  synoptical 
table  of  English  butterflies,  with  the  timet  of  their  appem'aneef  and 
a,  dqteription  of  the  different  species. .-«  H  may  be  had  of  Messrs. 
tonpaajoBp  in  Paternoster  Row. 

T  2. 
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Yolttme,  p.  233^  and  some  fine  stanzas  on  this  pro- 
lific fiubject  in  *  Barton's  Poetic  Vigils/ 
.  The  heavesthug  (acanisricinusX  in  this  and  the 
following  month,  proves  a  yery  troublesome  and  dis- 
agreeable insect,  particularly  in  some  of  the  southern 
counties  of  England.  The  best  cure  for  the  bite  is 
hartshorn.  Flies  now  abound,  and  torment  both 
men  and  animals  with  their  perpetual  buzzing. — • 
Wasps  also  become  very  troublesome. — See  T.T.  for 
1822,  p.  240. 

For  these  temporary  annoyances,  however,  we  are 
in  some  measure  compensated  by  the  presence  of 
the  lady^bird,  and  the  glow-worm;  the  first  for  its 
utility  (see  T.T.  for  1823,  p.  248),  and  the  second 
for  the  beautiful  effect  it  produces. 
To  the  Glow-worm. 

Thou  fairy  flame  of  wildly  beaming  light ! 

When  Nature's  tints  in  one  unvaried  hue 

Of  misty  shadow  fade,  I  love  to  view 
Thine  emerald  blaze  that  gems  the  robe  of  Night. 
What  means  the  tiny  beacon  ?  Say  they  right. 

Who  deem  it  kindled  for  some  winged  mate, 

Like  tiiat  fond  light  (to  liken  small  with  g^at) 
Which  o'er  the  Hellespont  did  erst  invite 
Th'  heroic  lover  to  his  perilous  visit  ? 

Or,  like  a  watch-fire,  is  it  for  defence —  ' 
To  keep  aloof  each  insect  foe  ?  Or  is  it 

Of  any  other  purpose  to  the  wearer, 
That  mail  of  flame?  Or  does  it  warmth  dispense  ? 
*         •  Or  are  there  fays^  and  thou  their  Untern-bearer? 

J.  CONnBR*. 

Much  amusement  may  be  derived,  in  £his  month, 
from  searching  for  insects  among  the  weeds  thrown 
up  in  clearing  ponds.  Among  &ese  will  be  found 
the  larvae  of  the  phrygdnea,  or  caddis-fly.  (See  our' 
last  volume,  p.  234.) 

The  solitary  bee  and  the  white  moth  are  observed 
in  this  month:  the  ptinus  pectinicomis  also  makes 
its  appearance,  the  larvse  of  which  are  very  destruc- 
tive to  wooden  furniture,  boring  holes  in  tables, 

■  star  in  the  East,  and  other  Poems,  ISmo,  1824. 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ  iC 


FOR  AUGUST  1825.  228 


chairs,  bed-posts,  &c.  The  vapoarer-moth  (bambyx 
anti^a)  may  be  found  in  this  month.  The  caterr 
pillar  is  stadded  with  brush-like  bunches  of  long,  hairs, 
and  the  curious  will  be  repaid  their  trouble  ,o(  col* 
lecting  and  feeding  it,  by  the  opportunity  they  will 
have  of  observing  the  singular  circumstance  of  the 
females  being  without  wings,  when  the  change  from 
the  chrysalis  state  takes  place. 

T^e  various  kinds  of  grain  are  generally  ripened 
in  this  month,  by  the  powerful  influence  of  the  solar 
ray;  and  as  et;erj( month  has  its  peculiar  beauties,  so 
August  has  its  fields  of  waving  com,  its  groups  of 
nut-brown  reapers,  and  its  cheerful  harvbst-home. 
The  heat  is  sometimes  intense  in  this  month;  and 
while  the  more  favoured  (but  not  happier)  patri- 
cian throws  his  listless  length  upon  the  luxurious 
sopha,  and  listens  to  the  soft  but  melancholy  mur-^ 
murs  of  the  harp  of  JSolus',  the  laborious  peasant  is 
exposed  to  the  full  glare  of  a  noontide  sun :  but  let 

>  I  am  not  disposed,  says  Robert  Bloemfield  (Remaina,  vol.  i, 
p.  62),  to  court  ^e  powers  of  this  poet-made  god — except  on  a 
sultry  summer's  day,  when  not  a  breath  of  air  is  in  motion^  at  such 
a  moment  one  might  exclaim,— 

Oh,  breeze,  where  sleep'st  thou  ?  Come,  oh,  come. 

This  languor  of  my  frame  dispel ; 
Arise, — thy  own  loved  harp  is  dumb  ; 

Arise,  and  bid  thy  chorus  swell. 
Stop  not,  but  breathe  with  freshening  power 

O'er  full-blown  roses  in  your  way ; 
Wave  the  laburnum's  pendent  flower  ;— 

Yet  stop  not  'midst  their  sweets  to  play. 

Sweep  o*er  the  hay-field  and  the  grove ; 

Thy  own  harp  waits  thee,  come  along ; 
Whose  soft  vibrations  whisper  love. 

And  fancied  choirs  of  heavenly  song. 
Thanks,  charming  zephyr. —Hark!  That  tone! 

Be  true,  sweet  harp  y  liush  all  but  thee ; 
Perform  thy  task  untouched,  ailone. 
And  pour  thy  tide  of  harmony. 
In  the  same  volume  whence  we  have  taken  Uiese  beautiful  lines, 
there  is  a  reprint  of  a  very  agreeable  tract,  called  Nature^s  Music  ; 
consisting  of  extracts  from  several  authors,  with  practical  observa- 
tions and  poetical  testimonies  in  honour  of  the  <  Harp  of  SxAva  ;'  it 
contains  some  choice  poetic  gems,  and  is  full  of  pleasant  reading. 
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M  t«are  to  mtt  jasmine  and  clematis-covered  alcove^ 
and  read  the  poet's  beautiful  description  of  a  ^  noon 
I'ff  harvbst/  in  which,  while  he  'points  the  moral/ 
be  '  adorns  the  tale/ 

Tbe  scorching  splendours  of  tbe  orb  of  day 

On  CTcry  hill  and  verdant  valley  lay ; 

The  shepherds  df  ove  their  flocks  to  eooling  streams, 

Overhung  with  willows  and  wild  scented  flowenn 
Then  fled  to  hide  them  from  the  mid«day  beams, 

Seeking  a  shelter  in  sequestered  bowers. 

The  reapers  left  their  fields;  and  every  hind 
Beneath  some  kindly  shadowing  hedge  reclined ; 
The  trembling  gleaners  took  their  children's  haAds, 

Exelainikig,  '  €k>me,  my  sweet  ones ;  for  no  more 
'  We'll  wander  up  and  down  these  fertile  lands, 

'  Until  the  parching  noon-tide  heat  is  o'er/ 

.But  wberesa'er  they  fledf*r*if  'twas  within 

Some  shaded  spot,  where  light  ne'er  yet  shone  i%-^ 

Sortie  abbey  walls, — or  antient  ruined  tower, — 

Or  where  perhaps,  ^th  many  a  device  rare, 
Man's  skiU  bad  reared  a  thick  and  close-wove  bower, 

The  piercing  beam  they  fled  pursued  them  there. 

Thtfs  mm  from  human  sight  may  torn  and  fly, 
But  on  him  stiU  rests  God's  all-seeing  eye» 
Whfch  views  the  fugitive  where'er  he  roam. 

And  gazes  on  him  'mid  the  noon>tide's  light,*^ 
Is  rodnd  him  in  each  changing  clime  and  home, 

And  still  beholds  him  in  the  starless  night. 

Oh  r  then  each  night,  and  at  retnming  day. 
May  we  before  His  throne  in  meekness  pray, 
That  this  one  thought  may  dwell  within  each  breast, 

That  heav'n*s  eye  is  on  us ; — and  where'er 
We  dwell,  that  eye  on  us  must  ever  rest; 

And  may,— oh!  may  it  rest  approving  there* ! 

DESCRIPTION VCULINARY  VEGETABLES. 

[CoiUiiiued  from  pftg«  £07*] 

Obach.— iSee  Spinach. 

Parsley  (apium  petroselinum)  is  a  very  useful 
garnish  to  most  cold  meats.    It  should  be  sown  in 

■; '■"«*>         '  ■'•"■■  ■  ■!    ■ .■■    .1.  ■   ,     ,   ." 

*  Ryan's  Saored  and  Miscellaaeoue  Poemst  8ro,  18d4. 
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the  spring,  and  will  appear  above  ground  in  about 
six  weeks  time.  It  is  in  great  request  for  preserv- 
ing sheep  from  the  rot,  and  for  purifying  the  breath 
from  the  smell  of  onions  and  garlic.  In  some  sauces 
it  is  an  agreeable  ingredient,  and  it  has  been  ex- 
tolled as  a  remedy  for  almost  all  disorders.  It  was 
in  great  repute  in  the  time  of  Homer,  since  he  adonis 
witii  it  and  the  violet  the  precincts  of  Calypso's  ar- 
bonr  in  his  beautiful  description,  Qdyss.  Book  V, 
v.  73  :— 

In  verdant  meads,  and  tbriyin^  all  around, 
Sweet  violets  and  parsley  deck  the  ground. 

The  elegantly  indented  leaves  of  this  vegetable 
adorned,  in  antient  architecture,  the  Corinthian  ca- 
pital as  well  as  those  of  the  Acanthus;  and. we  are 
told  that  the  Carthaginians,  having  found  it  in  the 
delightful  vales  of  Sardinia,  brought  it  to  the  Pho- 
cean  gardens  of  the  Marseillois.  If,  after  having 
bruised  some  sprigs  of  parsley  in  your  hands,  you 
attempt  to  rinse  your  glasses,  they  will  generally 
snap  and  suddenly  break. 

The  poisonous  herb  fooVs  parsley  {(Bthusa  cyna- 
pium)  has  been  sometimes  mistaken  for  common 
parsley ;  but  they  are  easily  distinguished,  the  leaves 
of  the  former  being  of  a  darker  green  and  of  a  differ- 
ent shape,  and  emitting  a  disagreeable  odour  when 
bruised.  The  timid  should  cultivate  only  the  curled 
variety  of  this  useful  pot-herb;  it  also  makfes  the 
prettiest  garnish. — London. 

The  Hamburgh  parsley  root  is  little  attended  to 
in  Britain,  but  is  a  great  favourite  in  Holland,  where 
it  is  seen  plentifully  on  the  green  stalls,  being  con- 
stantly eaten  along  with  perch  and  carp,  in  the  na- 
ticmal  dish  of  waterzootje. — Horticultural  Tour. 

Parsnip  (pastinaca  saliva). — ^The  wild  parsnip  is 
a  native  of  most  parts  of  Europe;  and  from  it  the 
garden  or  common  parsnip  is  produced  by  cultiva- 
tion. This  root  is  sweeter  than  the  carrot,  and 
forms  an  agreeable  accompaniment  to  salt  fish  and 
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various  boiled  meats.  They  are  highly  nutritious, 
and  yield  in  some  countries  a  large  proportion  of  sugar . 
The  wine  made  from  them  requires  little  trouble  and 
expense^  atid,  when  kept  a  few  years,  is  not  only  as 
wholesome,  but  quite  as  agreeable  to  an  unvitiated 
palate  as  any  foreign  wine  whatever.  In  the  north 
of  Ireland  paranips  are  brewed  with  malt  and  hops, 
fermented  with  yeast,  and  yield  a  very  agreeable  be- 
verage. 

They  may  be  sown  singly,  or  with  carrots,  in  Fe- 
bruary or  March.  The  soil  should  be  mellow  and 
well  dug,  that  the  roots  may  grow  long  and  large. 
They  must  be  hoed  and  weeded,  treated  in  the  same 
way  as  carrots^  and,  when  the  leaves  decay,  dug  up 
for  use. 

TJie  Pea. 

With  here  and  there  a  well  supported  stem 
Of  pea  that  overtops  the  scene,  and  waves 
*  The  healthy  banner  of  its  crimson  flower 
High  in  the  liberal  air;  with  royal^ease, 
And  condescensipn  graceful,  to  the  gale 
Still  bowing. 

The  martial  pea  observe. 
In  column  square  arrayed  line  after  line 
Successive.  hurdis. 

The  Common  Pba  (pisum  sativum)  is  said  to  be  a 
native  of  the  south  of  Burope :  it  is  found  in  China 
and  Jupan.  The  following  are  the  principal  varieties 
of  garden  peas,  arranged  in  the  order  of  time  in 
which  they  are  gathered  for  the  table.  The  golden 
hotspur,  the  Charlton,  the  Reading  hotspur,  the 
master's  hotspur,  the  Essex  hotspur,  the  dwarf  pea, 
the  sugar  pea,  the  Spanish  morotto,  the  nonpareil, 
the  sugar  dwarf,  the  sickle  pea,  the  marrowfat,  the 
dwarf  marrowfat,  the  rose  or  crown  pea,  the  roun- 
ceval  pea,  gray's  pea,  and  the  pig  pea.  The  first  six 
require  sticks  only  three  or  four  feet  high,  and  ttie 
dwarf  pea  not  so  much.  The  rest  need  sticks  six  or 
seven  feet  high. 
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See  in  continuous  rank 
The  pea-plant  ill^upported,  soon  to  fall, 
And  with  weak  elbow  lean  upon  the  ground. 
Save  where  tbe  gardener  with  indulgent  hand 
Plants  in  her  neighbourhood  the  lei^ess  stake  : 
There  with  grand  tendril  to  the  branch}^  staif 
She  clings,  and  with  ambitious  finger  climbs 
To  wave  her  limber  blossoms  high  in  air.  HURDis. 

Our  limits  will  not  admit  the  necessary  hot-house 
directions  for  forcing  early  peas,  which  in  fact  are 
never  worth  the  trouble  and  expense.      The  soil 
should  be  strong,  especially  for  growing  rouncevals 
and  marrowfats;  but  the  common  white  pea  will 
do  best  on  light  sandy  land,  or  on  a  loose  rich  soil. 
Sow  ihem  at  the  beginning  of  March  or  April  in  the 
common  way,  or  else  in  drills,  for  which  purpose  a 
bushel  and  a  half  may  be  allowed  to  each  acre : 
careful  hoeing  and  weeding  is  all  that  they  will  af- 
terwards require.    The  English  name  of  this  pulse, 
which  was  antiently  written  peason,  is  an  evident 
corruption  of  the  Latin  pisum.    The  pottage  with 
which  Jacob  purchased  Esau's  birthright  (Gen.  xxv, 
29-34)  is  supposed  to  have  consisted  of  lentils,  a 
species  of  tare,  belonging  to  the  same  natural  order 
as  the  pea  and  bean.    Lentils  were  formerly  used 
id  English  soups  as  well  as  to  feed  cattle ;  and  they 
appear  to  have  been  supplanted,  about  the  time  of 
Henry  YIII*  by  the  introduction  of  the  garden  pea, 
then  brought  jfrom  France,  and  sown  at  Fulham, 
whic^  has  ever  since  been  famous  for  the  best  and 
eartiest  sorts  of  peas.  Dried  peas  are  seldom  seen  at 
table,  except  when  formed  into  a  pudding  to  eat  with 
boiled  pork,  or  as  the  principal  ingredient  in  the 
soup  to  which  they  give  their  name.    They  are  ex- 
tremely serviceable  at  sea,  affording  the  seaman  a 
most  salutary  change  of  diet,  when  boiled  in  the  soup 
made  from  the  excellent  Irish  salt  pork  with  which 
our  navy  is  liberally  supplied. 

Pbppbrmint.— 6'66  Mint. 

PoTATOK  (solanum  tuberosum). — ^This root,  which 
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at  the  present  moment  is  caltivated  in  such  immense 
quantities^  about  two  centuries   ago  was  retained 
merely  as  a  curiosity  in  a  few  botanic  gardens.    It 
was  unknown  to  the  antients^  and  was  found  by  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  in  Virginia,  and  by  him  imported 
into  the  British  Isles.    By  some  curious  and  inex- 
plicable accident,  whilst  the  other  sorts  thrive  in 
Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  under  the  name  of  Batata, 
from  which  our  name  potatoe  is  derived,  this  their 
near  rielation  was  propagated  in  an  unknown  part  of 
the  globe.    Queen  Elizabeth  had  some  of  them  upon 
her  table  at  the  very  moment  when  she  received  the 
intelligence  that  the  Spanish  Armada  was  destroyed. 
How  rare  and  delicate  they  were  esteemed  at  that 
time,  may  be  inferred  from  Shakspeare's  Merry  Wives 
of  Windsor  (Act  5,  Scene  6),  where  Falstaff  says, 
'  Let  the  sky  rain  potatoes  and  hail-kissing  comfits.'' 
They  were  first  eagerly  cultivated  in  Ireland ;  and 
though  they  spread  from  thence  over  the  whole  of 
the  continent,  in  that  country  they  have  attained  to 
the  greatest  perfection,  and  are  now,  indeed,  the  prin- 
cipal food  of  the  lower  classes  of  its  inhabitants. 
To  enumerate  all  the  varieties  that  have  been  raised 
from  seed  would  be  impracticable ;  but  the  follow- 
ing are  the  best  known  and  the  most  esteemed.    The 
Apple,  one  of  the  kidney  variety,  cultivated  in  Ire- 
land and  the  Isle  of  Man.    The  blackamoor,  which  is  i 
a  late  sort,  and  keeps  well  till  August :  it  is  very 
heavy,  yields  a  good  starch,  and  is  fit  either  for  cattle 
or  the  table.    The  outer  coat  is  sooty,  but  appears, 
when  rubbed>  of  a  dark  or  bright  purple:  it  will 
grow  in  moist  heavy  soils.    The  champion  or  globe- 
white,  which  has  been  preferred  in  Essex,  because  it 
does  not  curl.    The  cluster  or  hog  potatoe,  red,  And 
streaked  with  red  within,  having  a  saccharine  taste, 
for  which^  some  value  it  highly.    The  kidneys,  both 
whites  and  reds.  The  pink  eye  or  red  streak  is  hardy 

limed  sugar-plums,  formerly  used  to  sweeten  the  breath. 
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ftnd  strong^ ;  it  comes  late,  and  eats  best  from  the  spring 
to  July*  The  ru$»et,  red  and  white.  Tor  winter  nse. 
The  common  way  of  planting  potatoes  is  to  set  either 
the  small  roots  or  offsets  entire,  or  to  cot  the  larger 
roots  into*  pieces,  preserring  a  bud  or  eye  to  each: 
ttie  lattter  is  generaUy  the  best  method.  The  soil  in 
which  fbeyttiiiTe  best  is  a  light  sandy  loam,  not  very 
dry  nor  very  moist.  They  will  be  fit  to  be  taken  up 
as  soon  as  the  stalk  or  holm  decays. 

On  farcing  pataioeSf  and  for  a  method  of  preserv- 
ing yomug  potatoes  for  winter  nse,  as  such,  consult 
Loudon's  Encycl&p(Bdia.  See  also  Mr.  PkilHps's  His- 
tory qfOulUvaied  Vegetables,  (vol.  ii,  p.  78, 2dedition) 
for  some  cwions  historical  noticesof  this  useful  plant. 

Hie  ^ease  called  the  curl  has,  in  many  places, 
proved  extremely  troublesome  and  injurious  to  the 
potatoe.  According  to  Mr.  Loudon,  and  the  autho- 
rities cited  by  him,  the  best  method  of  preventing 
the  curl  is  '  to  preserve  the  tubers  as  much  as  possi- 
ble in  thpe  wet  and  immature  state,  and  not  to  expose 
Aem  to  the  air  :*  tiie  benefk^ial  results  too  of  using,  as 
sMd-stoek,  potatoes  which  have  grown  late  or  been 
imperfectly  ri]^ened  in  the  preceding  year,  have  been 
clearly  demonstrated.  By  planting  mte  in  the  season, 
perhaps  in  June  or  even  in  July,  an  exhausted  good 
variety  may  in  a  great  measure  be  restored.  Seed 
stock  kept  bi  bams  and  outhouses  for  months  toge- 
ther seldom  fiuls  to  show  the  curl. 

On  the  subject  of  fliis  disease,  we  have  received  a 
communication  from  the  Rev.  Henry  Cotes,  cf  Bed' 
lm§ton  Vicarage,  near  iforpef A,  Northumberland,  and 
have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  it  to  our  readers. 
^  it  is  well  known  to  every  one  who  cultivates  pota- 
toe»,  that,  when  the  leaf  of  the  plant  is  curled,  the  few 
roots  attaehed  to  it  «re  of  diminutive  size,  and  not 
w«ll  tasted.  In  the  year  1794,  about  tbe  end  of  May, 
sevetaltows  of  eurfed  pototoes  were  taken  up,  the 
tops^  or  phmts,  broken  off,  the  sets  examined^  and  all 
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of  them  foand  soand  and  perfect^  but  extremely  hard ; 
these  were  all  transplanted  into  a  better  soil,  and  a 
warmer  situation.  These  sets  again  produced  plants, 
all  with  curled  leaves ;  and  the  sets,  or  cuttings,  be- 
ing again  taken  up  and  examined,  were  found  .to  be 
as  hard  and  sound  as  they  were  before.  It  should  be 
observed,  that  the  sets  of  the  healthy  broad-leaved 
potatoe  plants  are  invariably  found  dissolved,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  plants  advance  in  their  growth. 

'  The  foUowingyear  a  few  apples  of  potatoe  plants 
were  collected  in  the  month  of  October,  and  buried 
all  the  winter  in  a  flower*pot.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  February  following,  these  oppfe^,  then  reduced 
to  a  pulp,  were*  spread  upon  a  cloth,  and  laid  in  a 
sunny  window;  and  towards  the  end. of  March  the 
seeds  were  dried  and  separated,  and  sown  in  a  bed 
of  fine  rich  earth :  in  a  few  weeks  the  plants  ap- 
peared, and  were  soon  afterwards  transplanted  a  few 
inches  asunder.  In  another  month,  they  were  trans- 
planted again;  and. in  July  were  again  transplanted 
at  a  greater  distance,  and  small  potatoes  were  pro- 
duced from  them,  hardly  so  large  as  a  walnut,  the 
first  and  second  year.  But  these,  planted  wkok  and 
cut,  produced  the  third  year  an  excellent  crop  of  good, 
sound,  mealy  potatoes,  with  not  om  curled  lectffldint, 
•The  writer,  after  intervals  of  six  or  seven  years,  has  in 
the  same  manner  raised  potatoes,  from  seed  to  renew 
the  stocks  for  setting,  and  found  the.like  results. 

>  Hence  it  would  appear  that  the  too  frequent  set- 
ting of  potatoes,  without  this  renewing  of  the  stock 
from  seed,  is  the  cause  of  the  curl,  the  old  stock  hav- 
ing degenerated. 

'  In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  the  curl,  the  writer 
would  recommend  potatoes  to  be  raised  occiuiofiaify 
from  seed,  and  the  produce  of  the  new  potatoes  fit 
for  planting  to  be  marked  according  to  their  growth 
from  the  seed ;  that  new  potatoes  of  the.third  years' 
growth  should  be  widely  distributed :  and  that  a  few 
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formers  in  every  county  shonld,  at  certain  intervals, 
be  encouraged  to  raise  potatoes  from  5€6d,  that  there 
may  be  a  general  renewal  of  the  stock/ 

[To  be  continaed.} 


SEPTEMBER  is. composed  oiseptem^  seven,  and 
the  termination  ber,  like  lis  in  Aprilis,  Quintilis,  Sex- 
tilis.  This  rule  will  also  apply  to  the  three  following 
months,  Octo-ber,  Novem-ber,  Decemrber. — ^This  is 
tile  season  of  sleep  to  London.  The  Leviathan  hav- 
ing spent  his  activity  in  the  months  from  March  to 
Jnly,  lapses  into  utter  slumber  from  July  till  Oc* 
tober:  then  merely  opens  his  ears  to  receive  the 
sounds  of  the  opening  theatres— finds  them  drowsy^ 
according  to  custom,  and  plunges  into  a  .3leep  »pf 
tenfold  profundity,  to  be  broken  by  nothing  less  ex-r 
citing  than  politics  and  the  Christmas  pantomimes. 
He  tiben  springs  up  to  life  and  appetite — opens  bi3 
jaws  with  the  vigour  of  a  giant  refreshed,  to  a  grand 
deglutition  of  poetry,  personality,  criticism,  debates, 
Spain,  Ireland,  and  the  slave  trade;  till,  surcharged 
with  his  meals,  he  lapses  again,  and  lays  down  Mb 
enormous  head  in  sleep  and  summer.  , 

iii  SEPTEMBER  18^5. 
1. — SAINT   GILES. 

Gil  ISIS,  or  ^gidius,  was  bom  at  Athens,  but,  afl^r 
lie- had  disposed  of  his  patrimony  in  charitable  uses, 
came  to  France  in  the  year  716.  He  lived  two  years 
vntix  Csesarius,  Bishop  of  Aries,  and  afterwards  re- 
tired into  solitude. 

2.— LONDON   BURNT. 

The  fire  of  London  broke  out  on  Sunday  morning, 
September  2d;  1666,  O.S.;  and  being  impelled  by 
strong  winds,  raged  with  irresistible  fury  nearly  fou*- 
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days  and  nighto:  nor  was  it  estir^y  mastered  till  the 
fifth  moraing  after  it  began.^See  an  interesting  nar^ 
rative  of  the  fire  of  liondon^  by  an  eye-witness^  i^ 
T.T.  for  1820,  pp.  218-219. 

*6.  1586. — INSURRECTION   OF  THE   LONDON 
APPRENTICES. 

From  a  curious  letter  in  the  LansdownMSS.  printed 
by  Mr.  Ellis,  in  his  'Original  and  Royal  letters/ 
(vol.  ii,  p.  307)  it  appears,  that  the  apprentices  of 
London  were  considered  a  formidable  body,  being 
tiie  authors  or  abettors  of  almost  all  the  slighter  inr 
sunections  of  the  metropolis.  Sergeant  Fleetwood 
writing  to  Lord  Burghley,  says—*  We  have  taken 
fyve,  all  of  an  age,  yet  all  under  xxj*'« ;  fower  of  dieni 
Darbishier  borne ;  the  fyrste  borne  in  Norhamshier. 
We  are  searcfainge  and  seekinge  for  the  principall 
captayne;  we  hope  we  shall  heare  of  him  this  mgfat> 
for  he  haUi  ben  workinge  all  this  date  in  the  Whyt 
Hall  at  Westminrter,  and  at  his  cominge  home  we 
trust  to  hav^  him.  *  *  The  aforesaid  appreiiitices 
being  of  the  Mysterie  of  Plasterers,  are  ^ommytted 
unto  Newgate  uppon  the  Queues  Highnes  and  her 
Councells  commauadement,  where  tiiey  are  lyke  to 
remayne  untiil  they  be  delivered  by  speciall  war- 
rant.' 

A  more  formidable  insurrection  titan  the  one  just 
related  took  place  on  May  eve^  in  the  year  1516, 
when  some  apprentices  having  been  imprisoned  for 
insulting  foreigners  in  the  street,  an  immense  crowd 
of  these  redoubtable  heroes  assembled  about  eleven 
o'clock  at  ni^t,  broke  opep  the  Compter,  and  re- 
leased their  companions;  and  soon  after  they  did 
the  same  at  Newgate,  in  spite  of  the  mayor  and 
sheriffs,  who  attended  to  make  due  proclamatioa. 
This  scene  of  riot  and  confusion  lasted  some  hours^ 
in  which  much  damage  was  done;  but  the  rioters 
about  three  in  the  morning,  having  left  off  their  work 
of  destruction,  were  seized  in  detail  by  the  city  po- 
lice>  and  about  three  kimdred  committed  to  various 
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prisons.  In  a  few  days  the  prisoners  were  tried,  and 
lincoln  and  twelve  others  adjudged  to  die,  for 
which  purpose  ten  gallowses  were  erected  in  the 
most  public  spots  in  the  metropolis,  where  they  were 
executed.  On  the  7th  of  May,  some  others  were 
sentenced  to  death,  and  immediately  drawn  on  hur- 
dles to  Cheapside,  where  one  of  the  party,  Lincoln 
Shirwin,  suffered  his  sentence,  and  the  others  had 
the  ropes  abont  their  necks  when  a  respite  arrived, 
and  they  were  remanded  to  prison. 

The  good  policy  of  this  merciful  change  cannot  be 
doubted;  but  Henry  was,  or  appeared  to  be,  yery 
unwillmg  to  grant  it:  for,  as  Stowe  aflBinns,  it  was 
not  determined  on  until  three  queens,  Katharine, 
Queen  of  England,  and  by  her  means,  Mary,  the 
French  Queen  Dowager,  and  Margaret,  Queen  of 
Scots,  the  king's  sister,  then  resident  in  England,  had, 
for  a  long  time  on  their  knees  before  Henry,  soli- 
cited  a  pardon,  'which,  by  persuasion  of  the  Car- 
dinall  Wolsey  (without  whose  councell  bee  would 
Aen  doe  nothing),  the  king  granted  unto  them/  A 
few  days  afterwards,  on  the  13th  of  May,  the  king 
came  to  Westminster  Hall,  where  he  was  received 
by  the  lord  mayor  and  corporation,  when  the  re- 
minder of  the  prisoners  were  brought  up  with  halters 
round  their  necks,  and  ultimately  pardoned;  but  not 
until  Wolsey  had  severely  censured  the  corporation 
for  their  negligence.  The  pardon  being  pronounced, 
the  prisoners  shouted  and  threw  up  their  halters  to 
the  roof  of  the  hall;  then  they  were  dismissed  with 
A  severe  reproof^  the  gallowses  were  taken  down, 
and  peace  and  tranquillity  restored\ 

On  another  occasion  (circ.  1509)  the  people  of  Is- 
lington, of  Hoxton,  and  of  Shoreditch,  had  so  in- 
dosed  their  grounds,   that  it  was  considered  as 

debiirring  the  citizens  from  their  accustomed  freedom 

.■---. 

'.See  VMiey  the  Cardinal  and  his  Timegi  Cimrtly,  PolUicaL  and 
BecU$iasH€al,  (p.  171)  hy  George  Howard,  Etq.  Author  of  Lady  Jane 
Ofej' -Mad  lier  Times. 

u2 
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^(  walking  and  exBTcUea ;  when  the  appt^rtices, 
then  a  powerfnl  and  united  body,  rose  in  a  nmss^ 
and  with  Tarions  implements  soon  levelled  the  hedges 
and  ditches  that  inteirupted  a  fiee  intercouFte.  It 
is  said  they  were  first  incited  to  this  by  an  indiri- 
dual,  a  tamer  by  trade,  who  ran  throng^  the  streets 
in  a  fool's  coat,  calling  out  for  shoyels  and  spades; 
and  as  so  extensive  a  riot  was  allowed  by  the  ma* 
gistracy  to  take  place,  particqlarly  fhmi  so  small  an 
excitement  in  the  first  instance,  SiV  George  Monoax, 
the  Lord  Mayor,  was  sent  for  by  Wolsey  and  repri- 
manded, gently  some  say,  for  not  taking  better  care 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  city,  and  then  dismissed 
witti  an  ei^iortatioQ,  which  is  stated  to  have  bad  the 
desired  effect 

T.'-SAINT   EUNERCH0S. 

Eonerchns,  or  Evortius,  was  Bishop  of  Orleans,  and 
present  at  the  conncil  of  Valwtia,  A.D.  375,  The 
circumstances  of  his  election  to  this  see  were  coosi* 
dered  as  miraculous,  and  principally  ascribed  to  a 
dove,  which  alighted  upon  his  head  in  consequence 
of  the  prayers  of  the  electors, 

8. — ^NATIVITY  OF  THE  VIRGIN  MAKY. 

A  concert  of  angels  having  be^n  h^rd  in  the  air 
to  solemnize  this  important  event,  the  festival  ilras 
appointed  by  Pop^  Servius  about  Uie  year  6ft$.  In- 
nocent IV  honoured  this  feast  with  an  octave  in  1244, 
and  Gregory  XI,  about  the  year  ).970,  with  a  vigil. 

*9.  1824.— EXHUMATION    AND    RE-INTEBHENT  Of 
THE  REMAINS  OF  XING  /AMB8  U. 

Some  workmen  who  were  empjoyf^  to  d!g  the 
foundation  of  a  n^w  church  at  St  Germains,  near 
Paris»  having  discovwed  the  remanis  of  James  II : 
they  were,  at  tho  desire  of  ox$x  present  King*  rcmored 
m  gtwt  $tate,  and  deposited^  on  the  abovo  day,  be- 
neath Ae  altar,  until  the  new  i^urch  is  completed. 

14. — HOLY  CROSS. 

This  festival  was  first  observed  in  tbe  year  616;  see 
our  last  volume,  p.  236.    For  an  account  of  the  ce* 
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TenKmy  of  kissing  the  cros»,  perfomed  ia  the  Greek 
ChuTcb  on  this  day,  see  T.T,  for  18^,  p.  245. 

♦16.  1824.---LOUIS  XVIIl,  KINO    OP    PRANCB    AND 
NAVARRB,   DIBD,  Mt.  68. 

liOOis  Stanislaus  Xavier  de  France,  Count  de  Pro* 
Teiice,  second  son  of  the  Dauphin,  the  son  of  Lonis 
XV,  was  bom  at  Versailles,  November  17, 1755.  He 
was  educated  with  his  two  brothers,  the  Due  de  Berri 
(Louis  XVI)  and  the  Count  d'Artois :  he  made  consi* 
derable  acquirements  in  classical  literature,  and  bore 
the  reputation  of  being  an  elegant  scholar  and  a  man 
of  wit.  On  the  20th  of  June,  1791,  he  fled  secretly 
from  Paris,  at  the  same  time  as  Louis  XVI ;  but,  by 
a  most  fortunate  route,  he  sought  refuge  in  Germany : 
he  afterwards  resided  at  Turin,  Verona,  and  Venice. 
In  1798,  Louis  was  invited  by  the  Emperor  Paul  to 
live  in  ttie  ducal  castle  of  Mittau,  where  he  remained 
for  some  time ;  but  being  ordered  to  quit  at  a  week's 
notice,  he,  with  his  faithful  adherents,  wandered  about 
the  wilds  of  Prussia :  he  afterwards  inhabited  the  castle 
of  the  dethroned  king  of  Poland  at  Warsaw.  But, 
a  plot  to  assassinate  tiie  unfortunate  king  having  been 
discovered,  he  sought  refuge  on  the  hospitable  shores 
of  Albion. 

In  this  last  and  only  safe  asylum  of  the  House  of 
Bourbon,  tbey  were  received  not  only  with  the  kind- 
est hospitality,  but  when  all  the  pensions  from  the 
several  crowned  heads  of  Europe  (at  one  time 
amounting  to  120,000/.  a  year)  had  ceased,  they  still 
received  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  live  in  splen* 
dour.  The  Royal  Palace  at  Holyrood  was  assigned 
to  them;  but  tiouis  XVIII  principally  resided  at 
Hartwell,  a  $eat  belonging  to  the  Marquess  of  Buck- 
ingham. There  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  Buona- 
parte enabled  him  to  ascend  the  throne  of  his  an*' 
cestors. 

When  the  Senate  and  Legislature  of  France  had 
recalled  this  leng^persecuted  Monarch,  he  passed 
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through  London  on  his  way  to  Paris.  His  entry  into 
the  British  metropolis  on  the  2(Hh  of  April,  1814, 
was  like  a  triamph.  The  Prince  Regent  went  to 
Stanmore  to  meet  him,  from  which  place  they  were 
lo  proceed  in  state.  When  his  Majesty  had  got 
wilfain  a  short  distance  of  the  village,  the  populace 
took  the  horses  from  his  carriage,  and  drew  him  into 
the  town.  The  Prince  received  the  exiled.  Monarch 
at  the  door  of  the  inn,  according  to  the  French  cus- 
t(Hn,  by  affectionately  embracing  him.  They  Ibeo 
rode  together  in  the  state  carriage  to  town,  vrhsre  an 
immense  concourse  of  spectators  of  all  ranks  had 
assembled  to  view  this  interesting  procession^  On 
the  28d,  the  King  left  town  for  Dover,  and  the  Prince 
Regent,  who  had  set  off  from  London  two  hours  be- 
fore him,  dined  with  him  in  the  evening  on  board  his 
yacht.  The  next  day  he  proceeded  in  triumph  to  his 
Capital^  after  an  exile  of  twenty-three  years. 

The  Crown  of  France  has  devolved  on  Charles 
Philip  of  Francb,  now  King  Charles  X,  who 
was  bom  at  Versailles  on  the  9th  of  October,  1757, 
and  is  consequently  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  The 
following  are  the  members  of  the  House  of  Bourbon, 
of  the  male  side,  in  the  order  of  their  succession  to  the 
French  Throne : — 

1.  Louis  Antoine,  Dnc  d'Aogonleme  (now  Daupbin),  born 
Angast  6, 1775. 

2.  Henry,  Dae  de  Boardeaux,  son  of  the  Dae  de  Bern,  bom 
September  29, 1820. 

3.  Lonis  Philippe,  Dae  d*  Orleans,  born  Oetober  6, 1773,  who 
married  Maria  Amelia,  daughter  of  the  King  of  Sieily,  by  whom 
he  has  male  issue-^ 

4.  Ferdinand,  Dae  de  Chartres,  born  September  3, 1810. 

5.  Louis  Charles,  Due  de  Nemours,  born  October  85, 1814. 

6.  Francis  Ferdinand,  Dae  de  Joinville,  bom  August  14, 18 1& 
t.  Charles  Ferdinand,  Due  de  Pentfaievre,  bom  January  1, 

18S0. 
8.  Henry  Eugene,  Duo  de  Aumale,  bora  June  16^  I82t« 

.   Of  that  illnstrions  branch  of  the  Bourbons,  the 
HousB  OF  CoNDE,  there  is  bat  one  individual  re- 
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mainm;^  Loais  Hmry  Joseph,  Doc  de  Bourbon^  lH>m 
April  18, 1756,  who  is  the  ninth  in  saccession  to  the 
French  Crown. 

17. — SAINT  LAMSBRT. 

Lambert  was  Bishop  of  Utrecht,  in  the  time  of 
King  Pepin  I ;  but,  reproving  the  king's  grandson  for 
his  irregularities,  be  was  craelly  mardered  at  the  in* 
stigation  of  anrabandoned  woman. 

21. — SAINT   MATTHSW. 

In  the  year  64  or  65,  Matthew  wrote  his  Gospel  in 
Hebrew^  which  was  afterwards  translated  into  Greek. 
After  many  labours  and  miracles,  he  closed  his  lile 
at  Nadabar,  in  Ethiopia,  probably  by  martyrdom. 

21,  ^,  24.~BMBBR  DAYS.    See  p.  4&. 
26.^0LD  HOLY  ROOD.    See  HOLY  GROSS,  p.  234. 

26.~SA1NT   CYP&IAN. 

He  was  an  African  by  birth,  of  a  good  family,  and 
well  educated.  He  behaved  with  great  courage  and 
resolution  in  the  Decian  persecution,  and  openly  in- 
vited the  people  to  constancy  and  perseverance :  this 
conduct  so  enraged  the  Pagans,  that  he  soon  fell  a 
victim  to  their  fnry,  and  suffered  martyrdom  under 
Valerianus  and  Gallienus,  in  258. 

29.— SAINT   MICHAEL. 

Saint  Michael  was  an  archangel  who  presided  over 
the  Jewish  nation,  and  had  an  army  of  angels  under 
his  command  and  conduct;  be  fought  also  with  the 
Dragon  or  Satan,  and  his  angels:  and,  coaitending 
with  tlie  Devil,  he  disputed  about  the  body  of  Moses. 
See  Rev.  xii,  7;  Jude  9. — ^This  was  formerly  a  sea- 
son of  great  celebrity :  at  present,  all  that  we  do  in 
honour  of  it  is  to  eai  a  goose.  And  to  our  readers  we 
would  8tiy yfranchement,  as  the  old  fiddler  did  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Minikin, 

We  wish  them  many  a  merry  CArtfffHOt,  with  plenty  of  mince-pie? 

and  ipicy  lamb's-wool ; 
And  every  Midsummer  a  syllabub  from  the  cow,  all  in  a  china  bowl ; 
And  plenty  of  pancakes,  well  tossed  and  crisp,  at  every  retom  of 

Shrwetide;  ^    .^ 

And  A  fat  goo^e  every  MicHABLMAS-DATfdll  of  onions  and  sage  inside. 
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*29.  1818. — ^JOHN   BERNARD   TROTTER   DIED, 

Once  secretary  to  Charles  James  Fox,  and  a  lite- 
raiy  character  of  no  small  eminence.  After  nnder- 
going  every  species  of  misery  i^hich  the  hnman  frame 
is  capable  of  endnring,  he  was  shamefnlly  suffered 
to  perish  in  the  vigour  of  life,  the  victim  of  acftio/ 
want.  He  died  in  Cork,  the  pauper-patient  of  a 
dispensary,  in  the  43d  year  of  his  age.  During  his 
illness  he  was  constantly  visited  by  a  poor  woman 
who  sold  oranges.  She  daily  and  anxiously  aiquired 
after  his  health,  and  insisted  on  leaving  her  best  frtrit 
for  his  use,  for  i?riiich  she  would  accept  no  compen- 
sation. Though  apparently  in  good  health,  she  gra- 
dually pined  away  as  his  malady  increased.  When 
he  died,  her  strength  sunk  rapidly ;  and,  in  six  days, 
she  died  also>  without  auy  visible  disease  but  exces- 
sive grief. 

LiTies  fkfritten  after  walking  through  the  Church  Yard  where 
Trotter  lies  huried. 

Sweet  Is  thy  sleep — some  proad  ones  now, 

Wbo  grazed  on  and  bid  thee  die, 
Companions  again  are  of  thee,  and  as  low 

As  your  own  dark  bed  they  lie. 

Their  hearts  are  as  cold  as  the  red,  red  snow 

That  floats  on  the  Polar  wave, 
And  the  name  of  the  form  that  rests  below 

Is  scalptared  on  every  grave. 

Poor  things!  could  they  spring  back  to  life  again, 

.  And  behold  the  annoying  care 
Their  heirs  had  taken  each  epithet  vain 
Should  be  lavished  profusely  there. 

They'd  blush  if  ever  the  slumberer's  cheek 

A  crimson  hue  could  paint, 
To  think  that  he  who  was  wicked  or  weak 

Was  now  made  a  sage  or  saint. 

'       And  meet  it  is,  wronged  one^  now  fVeed  from  life's  strife, 
That  this  place  for  thy  rest  was  decided, 
For  the  heartless  and  cold  were  thy  portion  in  life, 
And  in  Death's  sleep  ye  are  not  divided. 

RICHARD   RYAN. 
30.— SAINT  JEROMJ&. 

Jerome  was  born  in  a  town  called  Stridon,  on  the 
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confines  of  Pannonia  and  Dalmatia.  He  translated 
the  Old  Testament  into. Latin;  and  died  in  the  eigh- 
tieth year  of  his  age,  A.D.  4S^. 

*SBPT.  1708, — SAMUEL  PEPYS  DIED. 

He  was  the  intimate  friend  of  the  cielebrated  Johh 
Evelyn,  and  secretary  to  the  Admiralty  in  the  time 
of  Charles  II  and  James  II.  He  was  elected  pre- 
sident of  the  Royal  Society  in  1684,  and  held  that 
office  two  years.  In  1680,  he  resigned  his  place  in 
the  Admiralty.  He  wrote  '  Memoirs  of  the  English 
Navy ;'  and  made  a  large  collection  of  MSS.,  parti- 
cularly old  poetry, /oce^t^,  &c.  &c.,  which,  he  be- 
qneatibedto  Magdalen  College,  Cambridge.  Some 
notices  of  the  rarities  in  the  Pepysian  Library  will 
be  found  in  Mr.  Dibdin's  '  Library  Companion.' — 
A  valuable  accession  to  our  auto-biographical  litera- 
ture is,  we  are  delighted  to  hear,  just  (October  1824) 
completed  at  press ;  it  consists  of  the  Diary  of  Sa- 
muel  Pepy5,  the  subject  of  this  brief  notice,  forming 
two  quarto  volumes,  and  illustrated  by  ten  or  twelve 
highly  finished  portraits:  this  work  is  edited  by  Mr. 
Upcott,  of  the  London  Institution,  the  same  gentie- 
man  who  put  forth  the  '  Evelyn  Memoirs,*  and  will 
doabtiess  form  a  popular  companion  to  that  very 
agreeable  publication.  See  Remakkabjlb  Days, 
November  12,  in  the  present  volume. 

^Istronomtcal  ^tmn:ence0 

/»  SEPTEMBER  .1835. 

*  The  study  of  Astronomy  tends  more  than  any  other  to  improve 
the  mind,  and  increase  the  force  and  penetration  of  the  human  un- 
derstanding. .  To  the  superficial  glance,  indeed,  the  heavens  dis- 
play merely  a  promiscuous  collection  of  shining  atoms ;  but  to  the 
attentive  observer  they  present  a  scene  of  such  exquisite  harmony 
and  regularity,  as  fills  the  mind  with  delight  and  astonishment.' 

Solar  Phenomena. 

The  Sun  enters  libra  at  42  m.  after  8  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23d  of  this  mo^h;  aiid  he  rises  and  sets 
during  the  same  interval  as  in  the  following 
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TABLE 

Of  the  Sun*s  Rising  and  Setting  for  every  fifth  Day. 

September  Ist,  Sun  rises  14  m.  ftfterd.    Sets  46  m.  after  6 

6th,    33 6 37 6 

11th, 33 5 27 6 

16th, 43 5 17 6 

21st, 53  .«..«..  6 7 .6 

86th, ••••«•••    2  •••««••  6  ..•••  58  ••••••  5 

Equation  of  Time. 

When  apparent  time  is  known,  and  true  time  is 
leqaired,  the  one  may  be  found  from  die  other  by 
using  the  numbers  m  in  the  foHowmg  table.  If  the 
operation  is  required  for  any  intermediate  period,  the 
numbers  to  be  subtracted  must  be  found  by  proportion. 

TABLE 

Of  the  Equation  of  Time  for  every  fifth  Day. 

tn.    s.^ 

Thursday,  September  1  St,  from  the  time  by  the  dial  m^t,  0    9^ 

Tuesday.... 6th, 1  46 

Sunday,    «    llth,.«. 3  27 

Friday    16th, 5  11 

Wednesday  ......    21st, 6  56 

Monday r  26th, .....^ 8  40 

Lunar  Phekombka.  i 

Phases  of  the  Moon. 

Last  Quarter    .  5th  day,  at  8  m.  after  4  in  the  afternoon 

New  Bfoon    .  12th  0 3 

First  Quarter   .  19tb  #.-•..•.  S9  #»••>••     6  in  the  morning 

Fu^^oon  27th 13 4 

Moo^s  Passive  over  ^  Meridian. 

September  5th,   at   26  m.  after  5  in  the  morning 

6th  ....  19 6 

7th  ....  13  .......    7 

otn  •...     o  •..¥..     o  «••»•«••.«•■.••• 
9th  ..,.     2  ..•.«.     9 

10th  «...  57 9  ...*....^.... 

18th  •...  28  • 5  in  the eveniag 

I9th  ....  24  ......    6  

20th  ....  17  .•»•••    7 ••••• 

2l8t   ....    7 8 

22d    ....  34  ......    8 

23d    ....  89  ......    9 

24th  ....  21  ......  10 

25th   ....    3 11  « 
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TABLE 

Of  the  Time  of  High  Water  at  London  for  every 
fifth  Day. 

Morning.  4ftemoon. 

September   Ist,   at    8  m.  after  4 16  m.  after  4 

6th,  ..  37 7 5 8 

11th,  ..  46 *  0 15  ;..i..  1 

leth,  .•  31  4 54 4^ 

2l8t,  ..  34 9 58 9 

aeth,  ..  38 1  38  ......  1 

For  the  quantities  necessary  either  to  be  added  to 
these  or  subtracted  from  them^  to  find  the  time  of 
high  water  at  other  places,  see  page  24  of  the  pre- 
sent voliinfe. 

Phenomena  Planetarum. 

Phases  of  Venus. 

This  beautiful  planet  still  continues  to  recede 
from  us ;  and  though  the  enlightened  part  of  her  disk 
increases^  her  brilliancy  diminishes.  The  propor- 
tion of  the  light  and  dark  parts  is> 

September  Ist,  /  Hl^mated  part  =    7-^029 
*^  *  \  Dark  part.... .•...  =    4.06971 

Eclipses  of  Jupiter's  Satellites. 

None  of  the  eclipses  of  Jupiter's  first  or  second 
satellites  are  visible  at  the  Royal  Observatory  this 
month. 

Conjunction  of  the  Moon  with  the  Planets  and  Stars. 

September  3d,  with  >  in  Aries,  at  5  in  the  aftenioon 

6th,  ....  Saturn 9  in  the  morning 

13th,  • .  • .    Mercury   . .  3 

17th,  ....  ^ in  Scorpio..  9 < 

20th,  «...  6.  Sidus . . . . '  8  in  the  evening. 

.  2dd, ....  B inCapricorn  1  in  the  morning 

30th,  •  • .  •  }in  Aries....  •  11  at  night 

Mercury  will  be  stationary  on  the  2d.  Saturn 
idll  be  in  quadrature  at  45  m.  after  6  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  14th.  Mercury  will  be  in  his  inferior 
^conjunction  at  45  m.  after  12.on  die  16th,  and  station- 
aiy  on  the  2fith.    6.  Sidus  will  also  be  stationaiy 
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on  the  same  day.  Venus  and  Mars  will  likewise  ht 
in  conjunction  with  each  otlier  at  10  in  the  evenings 
of  the  28th. 


As  we  wander,  on  one  of  the  beautiful  evenings  of 
this  moiifh,  amidst  the  in-gathering  harvest^  and  sur* 
vey  the  golden  treasures  which  Nature  has  bounti- 
fully spread  over  the  plains,  while  the  heaven  is 
partly  overspread  with  fleecy  clouds,  and  the  lull 
orbed  Moon  is  gradually  ascending  in  all  her  ma- 
jesty, we  cease  to  wonder  that  she  is  so  frequently 
the  subject  of  the  poets'  addresses. 

To  the  Moon. 
Chaste  Moon,  I  saw  thee  like  a  silyer  thread, 

And  nightly  waning,  fill  thy  circling  horn ; 
Fall  orbed,  I  saw  thy  flood  of  ^lory  spread, 

Sweet  as  the  lustre  of  the  onent  morn : 

Now  thou  art  waning  to  the  watcher's  eye, 
And  soon  wilt  dwindle  to  a  thread  ag^in; 

A  little  while,  and  we  shall  search  the  sky. 
And,  gaadng,  try  to  trace  thy  path  in  vain. 

Xitf  mry  Olio, 

Cjbe  Jlaturaluaff  0  Siar^ 

For  SEPTEMBEK  1825.  , 

There  is  no  sunshine  like  the  sky 

Of  those  mild,  breezy,  cloudless  Autumn  days. 

Which  tempt  once  more  abroad  the  huUorfy 

To  search  for  lingering  flowers  ;  when  Uie  green  sprays 
Of  ash,  now  loosened,  drop  on  him  who  strays 

Through  woodland  paths,  while  the  light  yellow  leaves 
Of  fading  trees  come  dancing  down  all  ways, 

like  winged  things  ;  and  oft  the  stream  receives 

Full  many  a  tiny  voyager,  whirled  along 
Amid  its  eddies ; — when  the  gossamer  spreads 
O'er  the  fresh  clods  her  trembling  silvery  tlireads  i 

And  Rohm,  thinly  screened,  his  sweetest  song 

Pours  forth,  as  if,  triumphant  o'er  the  scene. 

He  said.  Spring  will  return,  and  all  again  be  groan« 

J.  COMASa. 

Mild  and  pleasant  weather  is  gvwraUyexporienc^ 
edin8q[i(ember;  often,  indeed,  (bis  is  Aefniestiiibiitb 
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in  the  whole  year^  unless  the  summer  have  Ix^n  hot 
nsA  dry,  when  rain  may  be  expected  both  in  this  and 
the  succeediiig  month. 

In  September  and  October,  the  generality  of  our 
singing  birds  are  to  be  no  longer  distinguished  by 
Aeir  voices :  the  sweet  sounds  they  are  giftedwith^ 
which  we  call  their  song,  seem  to  proceed  from  the 
male  bird  only  during  the  season  of  incubation,  and, 
except  from  accidental  causes,  all  these  cares  have 
terminated  before  this  period.  One  little  bird,  how- 
ever, yet  delights  us  with  the  sweetest  harmony :  in 
the  calm  mornings  of  this  season  of  the  year  the 
'  woodlark  carols  in  the  air,  chiefly  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  thickets  and  copses,  with  a  soft  quietness 
perfectly  in  unison  with  the  sober,  almost  melan- 
choly stillness  of  the  hour.  He  sings  likewise  in 
mild  spring  days ;  but  at  that  season  the  contending 
2$on|sterd  of  the  grove,  and  the  variety  of  voice  pro- 
ceeding from  every  thing  that  has  utterance,  confose, 
and  render  almost  inaudible,  the  woodlark's  plain- 
tive note.  It  is  a  humble  unobtrusive  bird,  associat- 
ing only  In  little  families,  which  upon  our  approach 
crouch  close  to  the  ground,  then  dart  away  with  a 
sudden  start,  mount  to  a  little  elevation,  and  settle 
again  almost  immediately.  The  skylark's  song  is 
very  sweet,  full  of  harmony,  and  cheerful  as  the  blue 
sky  and  bright  sunny  beam  in  which  he  sports  and 
circles,  and  he  is  heard  and  admired  by  all,  from 
the  plou^man  to  the  prince;  but  the  note  of  the 
woodlark  is  local,  not  generally  known,  and  from 
its  remarkable  softness  must  almost  be  listened  for 
to  be  heard,  and  claims  nothing  of  the  hilarity  of  the 
othet.  Its  gentle,  quiet  melody,  seems  rather  that  of 
placid  contentment.  This  little  creature  will  often 
conthiue  his  song,  and  circle  in  the  air  by  the  hour 
together ;  and  the  vast  distance  from  whence  his  voice 
reaches  us  m  a  calm  day,  is  almost  incredible. — 
The  call  of  anas  clangula  (golden  eye)  and  die 
duck  tribe  may.  be  heard  from  great  elevations,  but 
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this  is,  perhaps,  less  surprising,  considering- their 
magnitude,  than  we  should  bear  the  clear,  soft  note 
of  ttie  woodlark.  The  strength  of  the  larynx  (throat 
muscles)  in  birds  is  infinitely  superior  to  that  of  the 
human  race ;  the  taUy-ho  of  the  fox-hunter  is  but 
a  feeble  cry,  compared  with  the  voice  of  the  wild^ 
goose  and  the  lark. — ^In  our  admiration  of  the  sweet 
note  of  the  woodlark,  we  must  not  forget  the  au- 
tumnal music  of  the  red-breast : — 

•  *— We  love  the  roJnn*s  simple  lay 
When  the  leaf  is  red  and  sere ; 

And  the  plaintive  note 

From  his  tiny  throat 
Falls  sweetly  on  the  ear. 

Although  Flora  is  not  lavish  of  her  beauties  in 
this  month,  she  still  presents  specimens  worthy  of 
our  admiration.  There  are  in  blow,  in  September, 
heart's-ease,  nasturtia,  china  aster,  marigolds,  sweet 
peas,  mignionette,  golden  rod,  stocks,  tangier  pea, 
holly-hock,  michaelmas  daisy,  safiron,  and  ivy.  The 
dahlia,  unless  it  have  been  injured  by  excessive  rains, 
exhibits  an  abundance  of  beautiful  flowers  in  this  and 
the  succeeding  month.  If,  however,  they  are  trained 
against  walls,  the  flowers  will  be  superior  both  ia 
number  and  magnitude,  and  there  will  be  a  certainty 
of  the  seeds  ripening.  The  marvel  of  Peru  is  ano- 
ther showy  plant  at  tbis  season,  and  flowers  most  vi- 
gorously when  taken  up  annually  and  replanted,  like 
the  dahlia.  The  flowering  rush^  smallage,  and  the 
great  burnet  saxifrage  (which,  as  a  cosmetic,  is  in- 
ferior to  none,  freckles  being  quickly  removed  by  it), 
are  now  in  flower.  The  convolvuH,  or  bind  weeds, 
adorn  almost  every  hedge  with  their  milk-white 
blossoms. 

Abundance  of  ripe  fruit  is  now  presented  to  the 
willing  touch: — 

Apricots  and  dew-berries. 
With  grapes,  green  tgn,  and  mulberries, 

contend  for. our  preference*  and  '  purple  clustersy 
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Uusbing^  ihroagli  Ae  peeu/  gratify  the  eye  by  fheit 
beauty,  and  the  palate  by  their  exquisite  taste. 

Now  mellow  Autiimii  reigns ;  the  garden  teems 
With  golden  fruitage^ 

And  frpni  tlie  west  the  San  m  glory  streams 

His  crimson  radiance  on  the  mossy  wall. 
Where,  netted  o*er  and  sheltered  from  the  reach 
Of  boy  and  bird,  hang  nectarine  and  peaeh^ 

And  plum  and  opn'oot,  delicious  all*  d.  u»  moir^ 

The  privet  hawk-moth  may  now  be  found  on  the 
privet  shrub,  and  its  elegant  appearance  affords  a 
contrast  to  the  uninviting  form  of  many  of  the  cater- 
pillar tribe.    See  our  last  volume,  p.  348, 

The  phaUBna  rusmla  and  the  saffron  butterfly  ap- 
pear in  this  month.  The  sulphur  butterfly  also  will 
frequently  be  seen  in  the  bright  mornings  of  Sep- 
tember, flitting  about  the  gay  flowers  of  our  gardens: 
this  creature,  like  the  nettle-fly,  appears  at  two  dis- 
tinct seasons  of  tbe  year,  being  one  of  the  earliest 
butterflies  th^t  animate  our  spring.  Even  in  the 
month  of  March  we  sometimes  see  him  sporting 
about  under  Uie  sunny  side  of  some  sheltered  copse, 
like  a  primrose  fluttering  ia  the  breeze*  In  his  au- 
tumnal visit,  however,  he  is  not  the  gay,  animated 
beau  that  he  appears  in  spring,  for,  though  recently 
produced,  his  colour  is  much  paler,  aad  1^  is  feeble 
and  inert  in  all  his  actions:  in  his  early  visit  he  is 
wary  and  shy,  in  his  latter  one,  be  frequently  suffers 
himself  to  be  captured  by  the  hand.— Of  the  few  co- 
lours that  vary  die  hues  of  spring,  yellow  seems  the 
predominant  one:  our  wild  and  cultured  plants, 
the  primrose,  cowslip,  pile-wort,  globe-flower,  butter- 
cap,  cherlock,  the  brassica  tribe,  and  multitudes  of 
dfliers,  assume  this  colour ;  and  this  fly,  the  only 
bright  yellow  one  we  have,  displays  his  most  bril- 
]Uant  tints  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Herrings  pay  their  annual  visit  to  England  in  Sep- 
tember, and  afford  a  rich  harvest  to  the  inhabitants 
of  its  eastern  and  western  coasts.  Towards  the  end 
of  this  month  the  nut-hatch  visits  our  orchards,  par* 
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ticidarly  those  which  contain  nut-trees,  or  filbeit 
hedges.   Seeourlast  yolume,  p.  348.  , 

Much  amusement  may  be  derived,  in  September, 
from  watching  the  curious  operations  of  the  garden 
spider,  and  observing  the  rapidity  with  which  he 
forms  his  beautiful  web, — and  the  artifices  he  uses  to 
entangle  his  victims,  entrapping  not  only  the  small 
defenceless  fly,  but  the  armed  wasp  and  honey- 
laden  bee  in  his  gluey  toils'. 

Ou  taking  a  TLyJrom  a  Spider's  Web. 

Poor  little  giddy,  flattering  thing! 
Keep  still  thy  light  transparent  wing ; 
Thy  flattering  d^ves  thee  farther  in 

The 'tangUng  knot; 
Alas !  thoa  feePst  the  bitter  sting 

By  folly  got 

Ah !  see  from  out  his  silken  shed 
The  spider  darts  with  eager  speed. 
Whilst  thou  with  fear  art  almost  dead, 

And  still  dost  lie  ; 
Ah !  now  he  fastens  'neath  thine  head, 

And  must  thou  diet 

There ;  take  again  thy  liberty. 
But  still  to  pleasures  thou  wilt  flee, 
And  sooB  again,  I  fear,  'twill  be 

Thy  overthrow : 
A  grateful  buzz  thou  givest  me, 
"*  And  warning  too. 

Thus  youth  rush  on  in  pleasure's  round. 
And  in  its  sunshine  frisk  and  bound. 
Nor  heed  the  cobwebs  hung  around 

With  mischief  fraught, 
Nor  till  too  late  the  truth  is  found 

So  often  taught.  w.s. 


■  The  poet  Bloomfield  was  a  close  and  accurate  observer  of  the 
economy  of  thb  (to  some)  repulsive  iosecty  and  has  recorded  the 
result  of  his  researches  in  some  very  interesting  papers  printed  in 
hu  <  Rbmaims/  (vol.  ii,  p.  123)  and  iUnstrated  by  wood  engravings. 
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DESCRIPTION  o/CULINARY  VEGETABLES. 

[Continued  from  p.  231.] 

Radish  {raphanus  sativus). — The  common  gar* 
den  radish  is  divided  into  four  sorts.  The  first  or 
long-rooted  radish  is  the  sort  conmionly  cultivated 
in  kitchen  gardens  for  its  roots.  There  are  several 
varieties  of  this  sort^  as  the  small-topped^  the  deep 
red,  the  pale  red  or  salmon,  and  the  long-topped 
striped  radish.  The  small-topped  is  usually  pre* 
ferred.  The  second  or  small  round-rooted  radish 
is  not  very  common  in  England,  bat  in  many  parts 
of  Italy  it  is  the  only  one  cultivated ;  the  roots  are 
white,  round,  sm^l,  and  very  sweet.  If  eaten  young, 
it  is  mild,  crisp,  and  pleasant.  The  third  sort, 
or  large  turnip-rooted  white  Spanish  radish,  has  k 
moderately  large  white  root,  and  is  esteemed  chiefly 
for  eating  in  fiie  autumn  and  the  early  part  of  the 
winter.  This  and  the  second  sort  are  confounded 
together  under  the  name  of  turnip  radishes.  The 
fourth  sort,  or  black  turnip-rooted  Spanish  radish, 
has  a  black  skin,  a  white  root,  and  is  greatly  esteem* 
ed  by  many  for  autumn  and  winter  eating.  The  sea- 
sons for  sowing  the  seeds  of  the  common  radish  are 
various :  the  earliest  is  at  the  end  of  October  or  the 
beginning  of  November.  They  are  commonly  sown 
on  wann  borders  near  walls  and  hedges,  where  they 
coBbe  defended  from  the  cold  winds.  There  are 
some  persons  who  sow  them  among  other  crops  in 
the  middle  of  September,  and,  if  not  destroyed  by 
frost,  they  will  be  fit  for  use  early  in  February.  The 
second  general  sowing  is  usually  about  Christmas; 
these,  if  protected  from  frost,  will  be  fit  for  use  at  the 
beginning  of  April.  In  order  to  secure  a  succession  of 
these  anti-scorbutic  roots,  the  seeds  should  be  sown 
once  a  fortnight  from  the  middle  of  January  till.4be 
beginning  of  April:  they  require  a  light  soil  inclining 
to  sand. 
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This  wholesome  vegetable  was  one  of  the  most 
issteem^d  roots  amon^  ttie  smtient  Gre^kSi  who>  in 
offering  their  oblations  of  garden  fruits  to  Apollo^ 
presented  at  his  Delphic  shrine  the  turnip  in  lead, 
tiie  beet  in  silver,  and  the  radish  in  beaten  fold. 
Diey  were  also  highly  valued  by  the  Egyptians; 
and  by  the  Romans  boiled  as  a  winter  sauce  to 
their  meat,  their  physicians  judiciously  recom- 
mending them  to  be  taken  raw  .with  salt  in  a  mom* 
ing  before  any  other  food.  They  are  now  princi* 
pcdly  eaten  witfar  salt  as  a  salad,  with  butter  or 
cheese.  The  leaves  are  sometimes  boiled  as  greens ; 
and  the  boiled  roots  form  an  excellent  dish,  when 
served  up  as  asparagus. 

.  Rhubaub  (rheum  rhapo«ticum).—T!his  is. gene- 
rally called  bastard  rhubarb.  It  is  a  plant  of  the 
dodk  kind;  and  belongs  to  the  same  genus  as  the 
medicinal  ihubarb,  for  which  it  was  mistaken  when 
^st  imported  into  Europe.  It  is  now  commonly 
cultivated  in  gardens  for  the  sake  of  the  footstalks 
of  the  leaves,  which  are  peeled  and  made  into  tarts 
ja  the  spring.  Some  persons  prefer  these  tails  eitiier 
to  apple  or  green  gtooseberry  pies,  but  it  is  usually 
blended  with  those  fruits*  It  is  also  served  up  in 
creams^  and  many  physicians  recommend  it  as  very 
cooling  and  wholesome.  The  seeds  should  be  sown 
where  the  plants  are  designed  to  remain.  When 
tiie  plants  appear,  hoe  and  weed  them,  and  separate 
tiiose  that  grow  too  close  togetiier.  The  roots  have 
die  same  aperient  qualities  as  the  rhubarb  brought 
from  foreign  ooimtries.     . 

The  Officinal  Rhubarb  {rheum  pabnainni!) 
was  first  brought  by  the  Portuguese  from  Canton^  in 
Ofaina,  though  the  most  esteemed  sort  has  long  been 
obtained  from  Turkey,  and  is  so  universally  known 
that  friTther  particulars  are  superfluous.  But  it  is 
not  generally  understood  that  the  stalks  of  this  rhu- 
barb itf e  as  gopd  for  cplin^ry  purpqses  as  those  of 
the  plants  above  noticed.    The  palmated  rhoblirb  in 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ  iC 


CULINARY    VBGBTABLES.  249 

three  weeks  earlier.    Both  sorts  are  productive  in 
beds :  the  plants  should  be  two  or  three  feet  asunder. 

Sage  ("salvia  officinalis). — ^The  red  sage  is  the 
principal  sort  in  culinary*  U3e,  having  the  most 
agreeable  and  fullest  flavour ;  the  green  is  next  in 
estimation  with  tlie  cook ;  but  the  small-leaved  green, 
or  sage  of  virtue,  is  preferred  as  a  raw  herb,  and  for 
decoctions:  while  the  broad-leaved  balsamic  spe- 
cies is  used,  for  its  medicinal  qualities  as  a  tea-herb. 
The  sanative  properties  of  sage  were  formerly  in 
great  repute.  *Why  (says  an  old  proverb)  should 
a  man  die  while  he  has  sage  in  his  garden?'  and  the 
poet  has  not  forgotten  to  enumerate  '  the  salubrious 
leaf  of  cordial  sage.' 

Many  of  the  sages  are  cultivated  for  ornament; 
on  account  of  the  pretty  flowers  they  produce.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  handsomest:  1.  The  apple- 
bearing  has  blue  flowers.  2.  The  two-coloured,  a 
native  of  Barbary,  blue  and  white  flowers.  3.  The 
Indian,  the  same,  blowing  from  May  to  July.  4,  5. 
The  Nubian  and  Mexican,  blue  flowers,  from  May  to 
July.  6, 7, 8.  The  falgid,«hining-leaved,  and  scarlet- 
flowered,  severally  from  Mexico,  Peru,  and  East 
Florida,  have  beautiful  scarlet  flowers,  blowing  most 
part  of  the  summer.  9.  The  gold-coloured,  from  ther 
Cape,  has  silver  leaves  and  golden  flowers,  blowing 
from  May  to  November.  10.  Salvia  involucrata, 
from  Mexico,  produces  an  abundance  of  rose-colour*' 
ed  blossoms. — Flora  Domestica,  p,  333. 

[Tobc  continaed.] 
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In  OCTOBER  1825. 
1. — SAINT    REMIOIUS. 

REMIGIUS  was  bom  at  Landen,  where  Jie  so 
closely  pursued  his  studies,  that  he  was  supposed  to 
lead  a  monastic  life.  After  the  death  of  Bennadius, 
he  was>  on  account  of  his  exemplary  piety  and  ex- 
traordinary learning,  chosen  bishop  of  Rheims.  HaT- 
inrg  held  his  bishopric  74  years,  he  died  at  96  years 
of  age,  A.D.  535. 

*4.  1816. — CAPTAIN  J.  H.  TUCKE  Y  DIED, 

Off  the  southern  coast  of  Africa,  in  his  fortieth 
year,  one  of  the  most  enterprising  nayigators  of  mo- 
dem times.  His  life,  which  was  little  else  than  aa 
unintermpt^d  series  of  Calamities,  was  terminated  by 
extreme  exhaustion,  brought  on  by  fatigue,  expo- 
sure to  tte  weather,  and  the  priTations  he  had  en- 
dured. Captain  TuG^ey  was  a  native  o^  tbe  Sifter 
Iskk  s^d  was  author  of  a  valuable  professional  work 
ea  Maritime  0tQfraphfy  in  4  thick  vols.  8vo. 

6.-^SAINT   FAITH. 

This  virgin  martyr  suffered  death  under  Paoiaaus, 
about  the  year  290,  the  ^nost  cruel  teninents  being 
inflicted  upon  her.  A  great  fair  in  held  on  tlus  day 
at  the  village  of  St.  !Faith's,  near  Norwich,  at  which 
tibe  gentry  round  about  and  from  N(»wich  meet  in 
gay  attire. 

9. — SAINT   DBNYS. 

Saint  Denys,  or  Dionysius,  the  Areopagite,  was 
converted  to  Christianity  by  St.  Paul.  See  Acts  xvii. 
He  was,  at  first,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  celebrated 
court  of  the  Areopagus,  but  was  afterwards  made 
Bishop  of  Athens,  where  he  suffered  martyrdom  foi 
"  e  sale  of  the  gospel. 
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11. — OLP  MICBABLlfJkS   DAY, 

Still  observed,  in  many  place$,  as  the  end  of  om 
year,  and  beginning  of  another,  in  hiring  servants. 

13. — TRANSLATION   OP   KING   BDWARD   THE 
CONFESSOR* 

He  was  the  youngest  son  of  King  Ethelred ;  but  ad 
ail  his  elder  brothers  were  either  dead,  or  had  fled 
away,  he  succeeded  to  the  crown  of  England  in  the 
year  104^.  He  collected  all  the  most  useful  laws 
made  by  the  Saxon  and  Danish  kings.  The  addi- 
tional title  of  Confessor  was  probably  given  him  by 
the  pope,  for  settling  i^hat  was  then  called  Rome 
Scot,  but  now  is  better  known  by  the  name  of  Peter's 
Pence. — For  some  pretty  lines  on  this  subject,  see 
T.T.  for  1816,  p.  281. 

17.— SAINT   ETHELDREDA. 

She  was  a  princess  of  distinguished  piety,  daughter 
of  Anna,  King  of  the  East- Aggies,  and  Hereswitiia 
bis  queen,  and  was  bom  about  the  year  630,  at  Ix- 
ning,  a  small  village  in  Suflfoik. 

18. — SAINT   LUKE  THE   EVANGELIST. 

Luke  was  bom  at  Antioch,  the  metropolis  of  Syria, 
a  place  celebrated  for  the  study  of  the  liberal  arts. 
He  lived  a  single  life,  and  died  in  the  84th  year  of 
his  age»  about  the  year  of  Christ  70;  probably. a 
natural  death. 

♦20.  1582. — SECOND  INTERVIEW   BETWEEN 
FRANCIS  I  AND  HENRY   VIII. 

On  the  20th,  the  two  kings  met  in  a  valley  between 
Calais  and  Boulogne :  from  the  20th  to  the  25th, 
Francis  entertained  Henry  at  Boulogna ;  and  from 
the  35tli  to  the  30th,  Henry  entertained  Francis  at 
Calais,  which  on  this  occasion  provided  no  fewer 
than,  twenty-four  hundred  beds,  with  stabling  for 
2000  horses.  Storms  and  contrary  winds  detained 
Henry  and  his  suite  at  Calais  till  the  13th  of  Novem* 
ber,  on  which  day  at  midnight  he  took  ship,  and 
I  landed  at  Dover  .the  next  morning.  See  an  inte- 
resting sketch  *  of  this  extraordinary  interview  i^ 
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Mr.  Ellis's  Original  Letters  from  Autographs  in  the 
British  Museum  (vol.  ii,  p.  22),  and  also  a  letter  on 
King  Henry  the  Eighth'^  return. 

25.— SAINT   CRISPIN. 

Crispinus  and  Crispianus^  two  brothers,  were  born 
at  Rome;  whence  they  travelled  to  Soissons  in 
France,  aboiit  the  year  303,  to  propagate. the  Chris- 
tian religion.  Being  desirous^  however,  of  rendering 
themselves  independent,  they  gained  a  subsistence 
by  shoemaking.  It  having  been  discovered  that  they 
had  privately  embraced  the  Christian  faith,  and  en- 
deavoured to  make  prpsdiytes  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
governor  of  the  town  immediately  ordered  them  to 
be  beheaded,  about  the  year  308.  From  this  time, 
the  shoemakers  chose  them  for  their  tutelar  s^dnte. 
There  is  a  curious  anecdote  relative  to  this  day  in 
T-T:  for  1816,  p.  291.    See  also  our  last  vol.  p.  259. 

28. — SAINT  SIMON  AND  SAINT  JUDE,  ApOStleS. 

Simon,  after  enduring  various  troubles  and  afBic- 
tions,  with  great  'cheerfulness  suffered  death  on  the 
cross.  Jude,  after  great  success  in  his  apostolic  mi- 
nistry, was,  at  last,  for  a  free  and  open  reproof  of 
the  superstitious  rites  of  the  Magi,  cruelly  put  to 
death.  He  has  lefl  one  epistle  of  universal  concern 
to  Christians. 

•80.  1823.— EDMUND  CARTWRIGHT,  D.D.  DIED. 

He  was  justly  admired  for  the  pathos  and  elegant 
simplicity  displayed  in  his  poem^,  the  most  popular 
of  which  was  '  Armine  and  Elvira,'  a  legendary  tale. 
His  mechanical  discoveries  have  greatly  contributed 
to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  country.  The 
application  of  machinery  for  die  purpose  of  weaving, 
and  the  propelling  of  carriages  on  land  and  vessels 
xm  the  water  by  steam,  are  his  inventions,  and  it  is 
but  justice  to  the  Doctor's  memory  to  ascribe  these 
important  discoveries  to  their  rightful  owner.  He 
also  took  out  patents  for  combing  wool  and  making 
ropes  by  machinery,  and  was  the  author  of  many  va- 
luable improvements  in  the  arts,  manufactures^  and 
agriculture. 
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*OCT.  1818.— JOSEiPH  ATKINSON  DIED. 

He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  was  treasurer  of 
the  Ordnance  under  the  administration  of  the  Earl 
of  Moira.  Mr.  Atkinson  was  the  intimate  of  Moote, 
Curran,  and  the  rest  of  the  galaxy  of  [rish  genius ; 
and  was  himself  a  poet  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
as  the  followitig  jeu  d'esprit,  addressed  to  his  friend 
Moore  on  the  birth  of  his  third  daughter^  will 
evince: — 

I'ain  sorry,  dear  Moore,  there's  a  damp  to  your  joy, 
.  Nor  think  tny  old  strain  of  mythology  stujpid, 

When  t  say  that  your  wife  had  a  riffht  to  a  boy, 
For  Venus  is  nothing  without  a  yonng  Cupid. 

But  since  Fate  the  boon  that  yott  wished  for  refuses. 
By  granting  three  girls  to  your  happy  embraces, 

She  but  meant.  While  you  wandered  abroad  with  the  MtueSy 
Your  «;t/e  should  be  circled  at  Aomtf  by  the  (ri'ace^/ 

He  died  in  Dublin^  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  and 
was  sincerely  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him ;  being 
admired  by  the  young  for  his  conviviality,  and  re- 
spected by  the. aged,  for  his  benevolence  and  numer- 
ous good  qualities.  —  Ryan's  Biographical  Dio 
tionary  of  the  Worthies  of  Ireland,  vol.  i,  p.  28. 

^[strottomteal  0ttmtmm 

In  OCT033ER  1825. 

'  To  contemplate  the  grand  spectacle  of  the  heavens,  has  ever 
been  considered  as  the  noblest  privilege  of  our  nature.  For  it  is 
here  that  we  discover  the  wonders  of  the  Deity,  and  see  his  wisdom 
in  the  works  of  creation.  Nor  is  there  any  knowledge  attained  by 
the  light  of  nature  that  gives  us  juster  ideas  of  this  great  Being, 
or  furuishes  us  with  stronger  arguments  by  which  to  demonstrate 
his  existence.  "  The  heavens,"  as  the  Psalmist  observes,  "  declare 
'<  the  glory  of  Oody  dnd  the  firmament  showeth  ki$  haindy  work ;  day 
"  unto  day  uttereth  tpeech,  and  night  unto  night  showeth  hnonfiedge; 
"  and  there  U  no  speech  or  language  where  their  voice  is  not  heard.** ' 

BOITNYCASTLE. 

Solar  Phbnombna. 
The  Sun  enters  Scorpio  at  51m.  after  4  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  23d  of  this  month;  and  he  rises 

Y 
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and  sets,  during  the  same  period,  as  in  the  follow- 
ing 

TABLE 

Of  the  Sun*8  Rieing  and  Setting  for  every  fifth  Day. 

October  Ist,  Sun  rises  12  m.  after  6.  Sets  48  m.  after  5 
6th,  •.., 
11th, 
16th, 
21st, 
26th, 
31st, 

The  Sun's  rising  and  setting  on  any  of  the  inter- 
mediate days  may  be  found  very  nearly  by  propor- 
tion. 

Equation  of  Time. 

When  it  is  required  to  regulate  a  clock  by  a  sun- 
dial, or  to  find  true  from  apparent  time,  the  ela- 
tion must  be  employed  as  directed  in  the  following 

TABLE 

Of  the  Equation  of  Time  for  every  fifth  Day: 

Saturday,  October    1st,  from  the  time  by  the  dial  nc6f.  10  18 

Thursday, 6th, 1149 

Tuesday, 11th, 13  10     -. 

Sunday,     ...4....  16th, ••......    1419 

Friday,   21st, 15  14 

Wednesday, 26th, 15  53 

Monday,     ........31st, ....  ...., v"^^  *^ 

Lunar  Phbkombna. 

The  Moon. 
Suck  is  our  progress  o'er  life's  chatiging  stage. 
From  infancy  to  pride  of  youtibful  bloom,  .- 
From  ripened  manhood  to  decrepid  age; 

We,  pale  and  trembling,  totter  to  the  tomb. 
Some  friend  may  sigh  Who  spreads  oui*  ttiTf  6f  fteen; 
Then,  mingling  with  the  world,  forget  tiiat  Wo  fiave  bectti. 

'  Literary  Ohio, 

Phases  of  the  Moon. 

Last  Quarter,    5th  day,  at  92  m.  after     6  in  the  morning 

New  Moon,..  11th 30  ..^ 11  at  night. 

First  Quarter,  18th 6  7  in  the  evening 

FuUMoon,  ..  26th 2 10  at  night. 

Moon'sPasstigeover  the  Meridian. 
The  following  transits  of  the  Moon  over  the  first 
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meridian  will  afford  favourable  opportunities  for  ob- 
serving^ her  in  that  position^  during  this  months  if  the 
weailier  prove  favourable  at  the  respective  times^  viz. 

October   4tb,  at  14  m.  after  6  in  the  mornins; 
...    6 


5th, 

..    6 

6th, 

..  59 

7th, 

..  52 

8th, 

..  45 

I6th, 

..  23 

17th, 

..  18 

18th, 

..  10 

19th, 

..  58 

flOth, 

..45 

2l8t, 

..  27 

5J2d, 

..    9 

23d, 

•  .  51 

24th,. 

•  .32 

25th, 

..  15 

6 

7  

8 

4  in  the  afternoon 
5 

6 4.... 

6 

7  in  the  evening 


8 

9 

9 

10 

11 


TABLE 

Of  the,  Time^  of  High  Water  at  London  for  evehf 
fifth  Day. 

Momiftf.  Afternoon^ 

October    l9t,'at  16m.  Itfter  4 35m.  after  4 

Oth,  ;.  28 8 3 9 

llth,  «.  22 1  50 I 

16th,  ..  12  ......  5 35 5 

2l9t,  ..  65 9  ........  23 10 

2Gth,  ..39 1  2 2 

3Ut,   ..  42  ......  5     2 5 

By  adding  or  subtracting  the  quantities  given  in 
th0  Occorrences  for  January,  as  there  directed,  the 
times  of  High  Water  will  be  obtained  at  various 
other  plaaes,  from  Ibe  above  hours. 

Phbnombna  Planetarum. 
Phases  of  Venus. 
The  enlightened  phase  of  this  planet  now  becomes 
broad  in  proportion  to  the  obscured  part,  as  they 
new  are> 

^^^i.«,i-*   f  Illuminated  part  =  9*39024 
October  iBt,  I jj^^^p^^^  .:.....=  2-60876 

Eclipses  of  Jupiter* s  Satellites. 
There  will  be  twenty-seven  eclipses  of  the  first  and 
second  of  these  satellites  this  montti ;  but  only  the 
two  following;  will  be  visible,  viz. 
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.First  Satellite,     Sdday^.at  14  m.  23  s.  after   4  in  the  morning 

Form  of  Saturn's  Ring. 
The  opening  of  this  ring  still  continues  nearly  at  its 
maximum  breadth,  as  the  proportions  of  its  axes  are, 

f\^^u^^  t«^  f  Transverse  Axis  ==      IKKH) 
October  1st,  |  Conjugate  Axis    ==  -  0-495 

Conjunction  of  the  Moon  with  the  Planets  and  Stars. 

October  dd,  with  Saturn,    ■  -  at  5  in  'the  evening 

14th  ....  ^ in  Scorpio  ..  6 

19th  ....  ^  in  Capricorn^  7  in  the  morning 
28th  . • . •  ^ in  Aries  ...•5 • 

Saturn  will  be  stationary. on  the. 4th,  and  Venus 
and  Jupiter  will  be  in  conjunction  with  each  other 
at  9  in  Uie  evening  of  the  same  day.  6.  Sidus  will  be 
in  quadrature  at  a  quarter  past  4  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  9th.  Venus  and  Jupiter  will  be  in  conjunct^n 
with  each  other  at  10  in  the  evening  of  the  12th. 
There  will  also  be  an  occultation  of.  Saturn  by  the 
Moon  on  the  30th.  The  immersion, will  take  place 
on  the  illuminated  disk  of  the  Moon  at  10  m.'  30  s. 
after  8  in  the  evenings  and  the  planet  will  reappear 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Moon  at  5m.  9s.  after  9; 
apparent  time  at  Greenwich.  This  will  conse- 
;quently  require  a  slight  reduction  either  to  reduce 
it  to  mean  time,  or  to  any  other  meridian  than  the 
,£rst.  Should  the  weather  prove  clear,  this  will  be 
an  interesting  phenomenon  to  those  who  have  good 
telescopes,  and  will  take  place  about  an  hour  and 
a  quarter  after  the  Moon  rises. 

The  moonlight  suights  of  this  month  are  sometimes 
peculiarly  beautiful,  and  the  foUowing  line.s  on.  this 
subject  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  our  readers. 

On  Moonlight. 

From  the  Swedish  of  Ingetvain, 

Stili  that  same  aspect — ^placid,  cold,  and  bright ! — 
Oh,  how  dost  thou  reproach  us  for  the  hours 

That  in  delusive  pleasures  took  their  flight. 
For  time  that  vain  anxiety  devours— 
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For  life  consamed  by  many  a  poisonous  blight, 

That  might  have  yielded  else  immortal  floweni 
WhsLt  sad  reitroof  thy  pallid  gleams  impart! 
How  speaks  thy  solemn  silence  to  the  heart ! 

Though  changefal,  yet  unchanged — thou  art  the  same, 

While  we  sdaroe  call  to  mind  what  once  we  were ! 
Some  praise  the  mildness  of  thy  lambent  flame, 

And  fidsely  deem  thy  quietude  to  share ; 
Far  different  homage  rather  shouldst  thou  claim — 

Eren  Mockery  lurks  amid  that  chilling  glare ; 
And  thou  art  placid — calm^-^from  trouble  free : 

The  storm  clouds  ride  aloft,  but  vex  not  thee! 

Yes — ^there  are  Scorn  and  Mockery  in  that  g^aze ! — 

Thou  tell'st  of  hopes  that  will  revive  no  more — 
Of  sunny  hours  and  aye  departed  days — 

Of  beauteous  forms  that  smiled  and  bloomed  of  yore! 
Well-^be  it  mine,  beneath  Ay  silvery  rays. 

To  brood  on  recollection's  mournful  store ; 
Let  visions  triumph  o'er  this  present  scene, 

And  that  shall  seem  to  be,  which  once  has  been! - 

Blackwood^s  Magazine, 

In  the  northern  parts  of  Earope^  and  even  in  the 
farthest  parts  of  GTreat  IBritain  and  its  islands^  the 
evenings  are  not  unfrequenUy  enlivened  by  a  very  bril** 
liant  and  ever  varying  spectacle^  which  is  thus  beanti- 
fnlly  described  by  the  poet: — 

Tlie  Aurora  Borealis:  a  SmmeU 

Tis  midnight,  and  the  world  is  hushed  in  sleep : 
JDistant  and  dim  the  southern  mountains  lie ; 
The  stars  are  sparkling  in  the  cloudless  sky  ; 

And  hollow  murmurs  issue  from  the  de^p. 

Which  like  a  mother  sings  unto  its  isles. 
Sure  spirits  are  abroad!  Behold  the  north 
Like  a  volcano  glows,  and  starting  forth 

Bed  streaks  like  Egypt's  pyramids  in  files. 

XiO !  Superstition,  pallid  and  aghast. 
Starts  to  his  lattice,  and  beholds  in  fear ; 

Noiseless  the  fiery  legions  thronging  fast, 
Portendiiig  rapine  and  rebellion  near  r 

For  well  he  knows  that  dark  futurity 

Thrpws  forfirard  fiery  shadows  on  the  sky ! 

0*  H.  MOIR* 


y2 


y  Google 


258  THB  .NATUEAW$T*8   DIARY 


For  OCTOBER  1825. 

The  faded  woods  a  sallow  livery  wear; 

Each  leaf  that  quivers  on  the  drooping  spray. 

Or,  with  the  transient  breeze-fit  drops  adown, 

Speaking,  in  tones  of  deepest  influence, 

Of  the  decay  of  all  things,  of  .the  pomp 

How  passing !  and  the  changes  of  the  earth.— 

In  May  that  fence  was  sprinkled  with  white  flowers 

Of  hawthorn,  over-mantling  every  bough, 

And  hiding  the  gpreen  beauty  of  the  leaves  t — 

In  June  that  cbesnut  shot  its  blossomed  spires 

Of  silver  upward,  'mid  the  foliage  dark. 

As  if  some  sylvan  deity  had  hung 

Its  dim  umbrageousness  with  votive  wreaths ; — 

Over  that  turbid  stream,  from  dark,  moist  rocks. 

Descending  in  wild  foam,  the  willow  hangs 

Its  drooping  boughs,  half- leafless :  pastoral  flowers 

Withering  decline  their  languid  heads :  the  haw. 

Food  for  the  small  birds,  ^mid  the  brumal  dearth. 

In  redness  decorates  the  yellowing  hedge  \ 

The  orange  hip  o'ertops  the  eglantine  ; 

And  from  the  bramble's  lithe,  and  prickly  boughs. 

The  wildratp  hangs  in  juicy  ripeness  black. 

.D.,M.M01R. 

How  agreeable  is  it  .to.  observe  Uie. quick.  «ac* 
cession  in  the  productions  of  Nature,  during  the 
spring,  summer,  and  autumnal  seasons!  And,  not- 
withstanding, before  the  coinmencement  of  autumn^ 
some  fruits  and  many  flowers  are  gone,  yet  we 
scarcely  miss  Ihem,  so  quickly  are  they  succeeded 
by  others,  the  greater  part  of  which  are: much  more 
important;  for  the  autumnal  fruits  are  those  chiefly 
which  are  preserved  for  future  use. 

The  infinitely  various  and  ever-changing  hues  of 
the  leaves  of  trees  in  this  and  the  succeeding  month, 
melting  into  every  soft  gradation  of  tint  and  shade, 
offer  a  pleasing  spectacle,  to  the  eye  of  the  admiring 
observer  of  Nature's  varied  beauties,  and  give  to  the 
philosopher  and  the  moralist  a  subject  for  tiie  deep* 
est  reflection. 
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'TIS  not  in  spring,  in  summer,  in  the  sun. 
The  cloudless  sky,  and  the  reposing  storm, 
The  soul  can  glean  such  lessons ;  these  awake 
Thoughts  of  light  interest,  vacant  joyfulness,^ 

^  Fantastic  visions ;  but  the  dim  aspect 
Of  all  earth's  beauties  fading,— the  hoarse^  windff^ 
The  heavy  clouds,  and  the  unsheltered  fields- 
Calls  to  their  silent  home  the  wandering  thoughts ; 
Hushes  unruly  passion ;  quenches  pride ; 
And,  in  a  still  voice,  whispers  to  the  heart, 

.  *  Prepare — for  thy  departure  is  at  hand !' 

D.  M.  MOIR. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  month,  or  latter  end.of 
September,  some  summer  birds  of  passage,  of  which 
the:Sti;a{fou7  is  the  first,  take  their  departure  for  warmer 
regions.  The  time  of  their  leaving  this  country  va- 
ries Indifferent  seasojds ;  it  is  sometimes  protracted 
till  the  end  of  October'  or  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
bf^r,.  and.  swallows  have. been  seen  in. mild  weather 
to  congregate,  previously  to,  taking  their,  departure 
so  late  as  the  middle  of  December.  A  great  diver- 
sity of  opinion  has  existed  respecting  the  torpidity 
a^d  migration  of  this  bird :  it  is  an  established  fact, 
that,  although  the  greater  part  of  the  swallows  that 
visit  England  qpit  the  country  before  the  approach 
of  winter,  m^ny  remain,  and  continue  in.  a.  state  of 
torpidity  till  the  enlivening  sun  of  April  wakes  fihem 
from  their  long  sleep.  In  a  respectable  American 
rperiodical,  the  New  York  Christian  Journal  and  Lite^ 
rary  Register  for  1824  ^(vol.  vii,  p.  256),  there  is  an 
additional  confirmation  of  the  torpidity  of  the  swal« 
low  i  it  is  as  follows :.  *  A  Mr.  David  Evans,  of  Ply- 
moutib,  (U.  S.)  while  chopping  in  flie  wooils  on  the 
20th  of  May  last,  felled  a  hollow  tree,  which  con* 
tained  from  four  to  eight  thousand  swallows.  They 
w^re.of  the  kind  generally  denominated  the  wpod* 
swallow;  the  breast  white,  the  tail  forked,  and  the  tail- 
feathers  sharp-pointed :  when  discovered,  they  were 
principally  in  a  torpid  state.'  We  must  cdiri&ss  ^e 
were  rather  startled  at  the  number  of  the  swallowa 
said  to  be  found  in  this  hollow  ixee,  but  we  think  the 
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statement^  as  far  as  regards  fheir  torpidity,  not  tiie 
less  wortby  of  credit  on  this  account.  The  thrasUe, 
the  red-wing i  and  the  field-fare^  which  migrated  in 
March^  now  retom;  and  the  ring-ouzel  arrires  from 
die  Welsh  and  Scottish  Alps  to  winter  in  more  shel- 
tered situations.  About  the  middle  of  the  month, 
the  common  martin  disappears;  and,  shortly  after- 
wards, the  smallest  kind  of  swallow,  the  sand-mar- 
tin, and  the  stone-curlew,  migrate.  The  Bosrston  or 
hooded  crow  (canms  comix)  arrives  from  Scotland 
and  the  northern  parts  of  England,  being  driven 
thence  by  the  severity  of  the  season.  The  wood- 
cock  retiuns,  and  is  found  on  our  eastern  coasts* — 
On  the  migration  of  Ur(b,  see  our  former  volumes, 
particularly  T.  T.for  1823,  pp.  803-307,  and  for  1824, 
p.  271. 

Small  birds  now  begin  to  congregate,  and  flie  com- 
mon linnet  is  the  first  to  lead  the  way. 

Various  kinds  of  waterfowl  make  their  appear^ 
ance;  and,  about  the  middle  of  the  month,  voild  aeese 

Suit  the  fens,  and  go  to  the  rye  and  wheat  lands  to 
evonr  tlie  young  com;  frequently  leaving  a  field 
as  if  it  tMtd  been  fed  off  by  a  flock  of  sheep.  Rooki 
sport  and  dive,  in  a  playftil  manner,  before  they  go 
to  roost,  congregating  in  large  numbers.  Tlie  star- 
ling (giumus  vulgaris  J  sin^s.  The  awk  or  puffin 
visits,  for  the  purpose  of  incubation,  some  of  the 
rocky  isles  of  Britain,  in  amazing  numbers. 

That  singular  appearance  in  nature,  the  gouamery 
occQis  in  this  month«--*See  T.  T.  for  1821,  p.  261.   ^ 

.<   <  Soft  fts  the  ^o^ftfm^r  in  Autamn  shades 

.  ]2xtendl&  iti  twinkimg  line  from  spray  to  spray. 

In  mild  seasons  there  are  many  flowers  still  in 
blow'  in  this  moAth ;  and  the  following  wete  ob- 
served in  tile  neighbourhood  of  London',  in  October 
1^:  sun-flowers,  hollyhocks,  sweet  peas,  peren- 
nial sun-flowers;  love-lies-tdeeding,  white  and  red; 

Xri  Baker^tf  fruit,  lower,  kitd  nuYsery  garden,  Kentish  Town.    ' 
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prince's  feather,  persicaria^  the  xeranthemum,  sea 
mg-worts,  red  zinnia ;  scarlet,  white,  and  purple 
stocks ;  chin^-asters,  the  aster  punctata,  Indian  pinks, 
carnations,  French  and  African  marigolds,  yellow 
and  scarlet  chrysanthemum,  golden  rod  and  Ameri- 
can groundsel ;  mignonette,  snap-dragon,  sweet  Wil- 
liams ;  valerians,  sweet  scabious,  marvel  of  Peru, 
dwarf  .white  campanula,  rose-campion,  heart's  ease, 
Afirican  sun-flower,  nasturtium,  calceolaria,  balsam> 
and  cock's  combs;  globe  amaranth,  various  species 
of  the  St.  John's  wort;  convolvulus,  major  and  mi- 
nor; the  shrub  and  tree  althasa,  woodbine,  jasmine, 
with  the  Cape  variety ;  French  honeysuckle,  clematis, 
corchorus  japonica,  laurestinus,  dahlias  of  various 
eolours,  and  abundance  of  monthly  roses. 

Ttie  Blighted  Rose. 
How  gay  was  its  foliage,  how  bright  was  its  hue, 

How  it  scented  the  breeze  that  blew  round  it; 
How  carelessly  sweet  in  the  valley  it  grew, 

Till  the  blight  of  the  mildew  had  found  it 

Now  faded,  forlorn,  scarce  the  wreck  of  its  charms 

Remains  e'en  for  Fancy's  renewing ; 
Its  branches  are  bare,  like  its  thorny  alarms, 

And  it  lies  the  pale  victim  of  rain. 

DiseontefU  is  the  mildew  that  feeds  on  the  mind. 

That  robs  the  warm  cheek  of  its  roses ; 
That  cankers  the  breast  of  the  rude,  or  refined, 

Where'er  it  a  moment  reposes. 

'Tis  a  wizard,  whose  touch  withers  beauty  away, 

And  forbids  every  pleasure  to  blossom ; 
Insidiously  creeps  to  the  heart  of  its  prey. 

And  invites  cold  despair  to  the  bosom. 

Amid  the  floral  gaieties  of  autumn  may  be  reckoned 
the  Guernsey  lily,  which  is  so  conspicuous  an  object 
in  October  in  the  windows  and  green-houses  of  flo- 
rists in  London  and  its  vicinity.  In  this  month  the 
common  ivy  blossoms,  and  aflbrds  a  supply  of  food 
to  the  large  black  fly  ftnusca  grossaj,  the  multitudes 
of  his  race,  and  many  other  insects,  when  their  usual 
sources  of  subsistence  have  nearly  failed;  and  with 
the  smaller  tribe  of  insects  we  frequently  see  that 
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beautiful  creature^  papiUo  atalanta,  the  admirable 
butterfly,  basking  with  expanded  wings;  and  an  old 
ivied  wall,  or  the  sheltered  side  of  a  large  tree,  daring 
the  sunny  mornings  of  the  day,  is  animated  wi£ 
creatures  feeding  upon  the  sweet  liquor  that  distils 
from  the  nectary  of  the  plant.  These  blossoms  ex- 
pand  in  succession>  and  afford  nutriment  until  the 
frosts  of  November  destroy  the  insects,  or  drive  tfaem 
to  their  winter's  retreat.  The  late  blooming  of  tibis 
plant,  and  the  eaily  expansion  of  the  catkin  of  saUx 
capriBUf  and  some  of  the  willow  tribe,  are  essentisd 
to  the  existence  of  niany  of  the  insect  race ;  and  in 
the  yellow  catkin  the  honey*bee  collects  her  earliest 
food.  It  is  very  delightful  to  contemplate  the  bountiful 
provision  that  is.  made  for  the  poor  beings  who  are 
solely  dependent  upon  Nature's  care,  by  that  Power 
which  pennitteth  not  ^the  young  raven  to  cry  in 
vain* — exemplified  even  in  this  common  ivy  plant; 
for  its  honey  not  only  supplies  the  last  autumnal 
food,  but  its  fruit  becomes  ripe  in  profusion  in  that 
bitter  and  severe  month  of  March,  when  all  the  other 
wild  products  of  the  earth  are  consumed,  or  very 
difficult  to  be  obtained,  and  then  constitutes  nearly 
the  entire  food  of  the  nUssel  thrush  and  the  toood^ 
pigeon;  and  these  shy  and  wary  birds,  which  ge- 
nerally distrust  and  avoid  man,  will,  at  this  season, 
driven  by  hunger,  approach  his  dwelling,  to  feed  upon 
the  berries  of  the  ivy.  The  yew  tree  exhibits  its 
scarlet  berries  amid  its  thick-set  dark  green  leaves, 
and  which  keep  falling  and.  strewing  the  ground  be- 
neath during  several  weeks.  The  alkekengi  now 
holds  up  its  scarlet  bladders,  encompassing  a  scarlet 
cherry  full  of  seeds« 

Hips  and  haws  now  ornament  the  hedges.  The 
berries  of  the  bryony  and  the  privet;  the  barberry, 
the  blackberry,  the  holly,  and  the  elder  from  which 
an  excellent  winter  wine  may  be  made — with  sloes, 
bullaces,  and  damsons,  are  now  in  great  plenty. 

Ia  this  and  tl^e  preceding  month,  the  different 
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wateTiiig;-p]aGes  on  the  coast  of  the  United  Kingdom 
are  crowded  with  yiaitants ;  many  of  whom,  perhaps, 
are  now  admitted  to  that  magnificent  sight — 'A  first 
Tiew  of  the  sea :'  to  such  we  would  recommend  the 
perusal  of  some  fine  stanzas  on  this  subject,  as  well 
as  an  'Address  to  the  British  Channel,  in  *  Robert 
Bhan^ld's  Remains'  (vol.  i,  pp.  74^81),  apleasalit 
hoiok  for  loungers,  and  a  fitting  supplement  to  the 
otiierw^orks  of  this  charming  poet. — During  a  sojourn 
ia  the  vicinity  of  Neptune's  domains  about  liie  time 
of  tbe  equinox,  many  a  scene  will  be  witnessed  like 
that  described  by  the  poet,-- 

Of  a  white  sail  oh  a  dusky  sea, 

When  half  the  horizon's  cloaded  and  hidf  free. 

Flattering  between  the  dun  waye  and  tiie  f ky» . 

*  *  *      > 

Her  anchor  parts ;  but  still  her  snowy  sail 
Attracts  our  eye  amid  the  rudest  gale : 
Though  eTery  wave  she  ctindbs  diTides  as  more. 
The  heart  still  follows  from  the  lonelieat  shore. 

May  our  readers  never  witness  the  dreadful  catastrq^he 
so  feelingly  described  by  the  Bard  of  Avon! — may 
they  never  be  enaUed  to  ;exclaim  with  this  masters 
painter  of  Natnre-s  scenes,  and  vivid  dilineator.  of 
all  the  passions  that  agitate  the  huitiaa  breast, 

O,  we  have  sofl^ed 
With  those  that  we  saw  suffer  f-ra  br»ve  vessel  > 
Who  had,  no  doubt,  some  noble  .creature^  in  her,    ' 
Dashed  all  to  pieces.     O,  the  cry  did  knopk    ,  .  .  ,     .    ., 
Against  our  very  heart !    Poor  souls !  intY  p^RiSH^ii'.' 

I.}      ■■!■  ■  ■    •      "  ,    ■  1^..  ,.   I  I  'i        I   II  I    I.     ■-      I  ■  .*     If  >ii  'mmmwmK  ■■■.  •  S     <  t, 

'  We  cannot  pass  by  this  opportunity  of  no^cing  tl^jestablisb- 
ment  of  the  'Royal  National  Institution  for  the Phevention  of 

SbI PWRSCK,  AND  THE  PRESERVATION  OF    SHIPWRECKED' MARlNfiRS  ^   and 

we  heartily  wish  it  the  succeis  it  iM>  amply  deserves.  It  is  under  the 
imniediate  patronage  of  HIS  MAJESTYj  and,  as  the  list  of  the  Com- 
mittee exhibits  nautical  talent — as  well  as  rank  and  wealth— thei^ 
can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  efi&cacy  of  its  inanagement  And  its  ulti- 
mate permanence.  Of  its  extensive  wttUty  it  were  idle  to  speak : 
every  one  who  has  been  at  sea,  or  who  has  firomour  own  iron-bound 
coasts  witnessed  the  heart-rending  scene  of  a  *  Ship  in  Dittresi,*  mu^t 
at  once  admit  the  necessity  for  such  an  Institution^  and  will,  we 
trust,  cheerfttUy  contribute  towards  its  support. 
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DESCRIPTION  o/ CULINARY  VEGETABLES. 

[Continued  from  p.  251.] 

Salads. 

Celery  (apiumgraveokns). — ^This  plant  is  known 
in  its  wild  state  by  the  name  otsmallage;  and  is  fre- 
quently found  by  the  sides  of  ditches  and  brooks^  and 
near  the  sea,  where  it  flowers  from  July  to  Septan- 
ber.  The  fresh  roots,  especially  in  their  native  watery 
places,  are  acrid  and  unwholesome.  Culture  alone 
corrects  its  noxious  qualities,  and  renders  it  mild  and 
esculent.  The  lower  parts  of  the  stem  and  leaf-stalks 
are  blanched,  by  being  covered  up  with  earth ;  they 
thus  become  useful  either  raw,  stewed,  or  boiled  in 
soups;  and  are  excellent  antiscorbutics.  The  seeds 
should  be  sown  soon  after  they  are  ripe,  in  a  moist 
spot  of  ground ;  and  when  the  plants  come  up,  they 
may  either  be  transplanted  into  a  moister  soil,  or 
hoed  out,  and  left  to  remain  six  or  eight  inches 
asunder. 

The  name  celery  is  derived  from  the  Italian.  It  is 
merely  a  large  species  of  parsley.  The  cultivated 
sort  has  come  so  universally  into  use  during  the  lai^t 
half  century,  that  it  is  now  grown  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year;  and,  instead  of  forming  a  winter  salad  only, 
it  is  a  principal  vegetable  in  most  soups  where  herbs 
are  employed.  Sometimes  it  is  served  up  stewed  in 
white  sauce ;  and  an  agreeable  conserve  is  made  of 
it  blanched,  which  is  prescribed  as  a  remedy  for  fla- 
tulent complaints.  The  seed  will  vegetate  after  re- 
maining several  years  in  the  earth. — Phillips's  Culti- 
vated Vegetables,  vol.  ii,  p.  40. 

Cress. — ^1.  G^xAeiLCTGss(lepidium sativum)  is  cul- 
tivated in  gardens  for  the  young  leaves,  which  are 
used  in  salads,  and  have  a  peculiarly  warm  and  grate- 
ful relish.  All  the  varieties  are  raised  from  seed,  of 
which  one  ounce  or  |th  of  a  pint  will  suffice  for  a 
bed  4  feet  by  4.    Cress  should  be  sowed  three  or  four 
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times  every  months  to  have  crops  delicately  young  in 
constant  snccession. 

Crbss.— 2.  Water  Cress  (nasturtium  aquaticum}. 
— The  antients  ate  this  cress  yriih  lettace^  to  correct 
the  colder  quality  of  the  latter.  It  only  requires  to  be 
thrown  upon  the  water,  having  the  power  of  propa- 
gating itself  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  mo- 
tiier  plant.  The  seeds  are  confined  in  a  pod  with 
two  cells  opening  in  two  valves^  which  twist  spirally, 
and  throw  out  the  seeds,  when  ripe,  by  their  innate 
dbtsticity!  Water  cresses  are  most  esteemed  when 
grown  upon  running  streams  and  a  gravelly  soil, 
where 

fresh  at  the  bottom 
Smiles  the  green  cress  aquatic. 

The  Dutch  eat  great  quantities  of  them  in  the  spring, 
as  an  antiscorbutic.  They  are  peculiarly  suited  to 
counteract  the  ill  effects  of  too  much  animal  food, 
and  have  J^een  eaten  as  a  salad  by  our  ancestors  from 
time  immemorial.  Gerard  says,  eating  water  cresses 
restores  the  'wonted  bloom  to  the  cheeks  of  young 
ladies  :*  and  Lord  Bacon  himself  praises  them,  as 
friendly  to  life  while  young  and  tender. 

The  cultivation  of  the  water  cress  is  said  to  have 
been  first  attempted,  in  1808,  by  a  Mr.  Bradbury, 
near  Gravesend.  This  cultivator  now  grows  five 
acres  near  Rickmansworth*:  he  sends  the  cress  in 
hampers,  each  containing  eight  dozen  bunches,  to  the 
London  markets,  every  day  throughout  the  year,  ex- 
cepting Sundays ;  and  in  consequence  of  this  and 
other  supplies,  the  wholesale  price  of  the  article  is 
reduced  one-half.  There  are  £uso  several  cultivators 
of  water  cresses  at  Hackney,  Bayswater,  Uxbridge, 
and  other  places.  The  Paris  market  is  partiy  sup- 
plied from  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  chiefly 
#Pom  places  at  a  considerable  distance,  where  the 
culture  of  water  cress  forms  a  distinct  branch  of  in- 
dustry. Great  quantities  are  constantiy  to  be  seen 
«n  the  stalls,  being  much  used  both  in  salads,  and 
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pressed  like  spiuage  or  sorrel.  The  pidced  leaTes 
are  very  generally  served  along  "with  roasted  fowl, 
^d  form  the  favourite  di^  of  pouM  au  crtsam^. — 
^  IfQudon,  and  the  Hortumltwrul  Tour.    : 

Cucumber  {cucumis  sativm) .-^T^ht  xi^cve^he^  is 
of  nearly  as  great  antiquity  as  &c  vine,  for  dtfeses 
mentions  it  as  abounding  in  Egypt,  when  thechihiren 
of  Israel  were  there  about  3000.  years  ago.  ;In  J^^ 
^and^  it  is  cultivated  generally  aad  extensively  in 
lorqing  frames  and  in  .the  open  air,  and  espefcdadiy 
near  latge  cities  and  towns.  In  Hertfordshire^  whole 
fields  are  annually  seen  covered  with  cweumbsrs^ 
without  the  aid  of  dung  or  glass,  and  the  produee  of 
which  is  sent  to  the  aietropolis  for  pickling.  In 
March,  cucumbers  fetch  in  the  London  market  a 
guinea  a  dozen ;  in  August  and  September  one  pemqr 
a  dozen.  The  village  of  Sandy,  in  Bedfordshire,  has 
been  known  to  furnish  10,000  bushels  of  pickling 
cucumbers  in  one  weel^.  The  culture  of  the  cucuipi- 
ber  as  a  table  esculent  is  general^  carried  on  by 
artificial  beat;  but  as  it  would  lead  us  too  much  into 
detail  to  give  full  directions  for  forcing  this  agreeable 
salad,  we  must  refer  to  Mr^  Ijfudon*s  EncydQp€Bdia^ 
pp.  569-580,  where  ev^ry  tjiing  loiown  relative  to  the 
cultivation  of  die  cucumber  is  coUe^cted  and  systema* 
tically  arranged. 

Dandelion  (hontpdm  taraxacum)  is  eat^  in 
salads  early  in  the  spring,  while  the  leaves  are  hard- 
ly unfolded.  The  French  eat  the  roots  and  leaves 
blanched  with' bread  and  butter.  Our  common  name 
is  well  known  to  be  a  mere  corruption  of  their  dent^ 
de'lion,  lion's  tooth :  it  is  a  notorious  weed»  and  com- 
mon all  over  Europe.  If  taken  irom  the  road  sides, 
and  planted  in  a  garden,  it  may  be  bitched  in  4he 
spring;  and  will  become  an  agreeable  herb  to  mix 
with  other  salads,  which  may  be  procured  when 
lettuce  and  endive  are  not  easily  to  be  obtained. 

Endivb  fcichorium  endiviaj  is  a  native  of  Cluna 
and  J^an.    Th^  plain  broad-leaved  endive  is  not 
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much  cultivated  in  tke  English  gardefts^  foir  flie  ourl- 
ed  sorl^  being  tenderer  and  not  so  bitter,  is  gene- 
rally preferred*  It  id  one  of  the  principal  ingre^ 
dients  in  automn  and  winter  salads.  The  first  sea*-' 
son  for  sowing  the  seeds  is  in  May,  the  next  about 
the.  middle  of  June,  and  the  last  at  the  middle  of 
July.  These  three  crops  will  furnish  a  supply  for 
the  whole  season.  As  soon  as  they  appear,  weed 
and  water  them  in  dry  weather,  and  remove  them, 
when  fit  to  transplant,  to  a  rich  spot  of  well-dug,  dry^ 
open  ground.  Here  place  all  the  largest  plants, 
drawing  them  up  from  the  seed-bed,  with  their  roots 
even,  cutting  off  the  tops  of  the  leaves  of  etery  hand- 
ful as  ihey  are  taken  up.  Afterwards  tnark  out  the 
ground  in  rows  a  foot  asunder^  and  set  the  plants 
t^i  inches  apart  in  thq  rows,  closing  the  earth  well 
to  their  roots.  The  quantity  of  plants  fitst  trans<^ 
planted:  will  be  fit  to  blanch  by  the  latter  end 'Of  July 
at  farthest,  and,  when  properly  managed,  will  be  St 
for  use  in  a  month  or  three  weeks.  There  should 
not  be  too  many  plants  tied  up  to  blanch  at  the  same 
time:  the  largest  should  be  tied  first;  in  a  week  after 
those  of  the  next  size,  and  in  the  week  following  the 
next)  so  that  fbr  small  families  there  wiU  be  three 
distinct  blanchings,  and  for  latger  families  more 
plants  each  time  in  proportion.  In  tying  them  up, 
gather  all  the  inner  leaves  of  the  plant  into  one  hand; 
tiien  those  of  the  outside  that  are  sound,  pulling  off 
adl  that  are  decayed  or  injured,  next  to  the  ground, 
and  placing  all  of  them  in  the  order  of  their  growth; 
next  tie  the  whole  platit  very  close  about  two  inches 
below  the  top,  with  a  twig;  and  in  a  week's  time 
again  about  the  middle;  and  in  three  weeks  or  a 
month  they  will  be  quite  blanched,  and  will  keep 
good  in  that  state  for  about  a  fortnight  longer. 

Mr.  6range>  who  keeps  a  large  fruit  and  market- 
garden  at  Hoxton,  plants  out  endive  on  the  slope  of 
tile  banks  et  the  roots  of  his  hedges ;  and  when  he 
has  not  enough  of  these,  he  throws  up  others  with  the 
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sloping  face  to  the  south ;  on  them  he  places  foiir 
rows  of  tiles,  stuck  more  than  half  way  into  the 
earthy  with  the  convex  side  to  the  sun:  a  plant  of 
endive  is  then  placed  on  the  opposite  side  of  each. 
These  banks  he  covers  in  winter  with  clippings  of 
hedges^  or  with  straw,  to  protect  them  from  severe 
frosts.— Hor^tctfttura/  Tour. 

Lbttucb  (lactuca  saliva).— The  garden  lettuce 
appears  to  have  been  known  all  over  Europe  and 
Asia  in  the  remotest  ages ;  it  was  served  up  in  its 
natural  state  at  the  table  of  the  kings  of  Persia 
maiiy  centuries  before  the  Christian  era. 

The  several  varieties  of  the  lettuce  cultivated  for 
use  in  kitchen  gard^is  are,  the  common  garden  let- 
tuce, the  cabbage  lettuce,  the  Cilicia,  Dutch  brown, 
Aleppo,  imperial,  green  capuchin,  Versailles  or 
upright  white  cos,  black  cos,  red  capuchin,  Ro« 
man,  prince,  royal,  and  the  Egyptian  cos.  Thecom- 
mon  sort  is  sown  for  cutting  very  young,  to  mix  with 
other  salad  herbs.  It  should  not,  however,  be  cul- 
tivated for  that  purpose  only ;  it  may  >e  sown  at  any 
season  of  the  year,  during  hot  weather  in  shady 
borders;  in  spring  and  autumn  upon  warm  borders; 
but  in  winter  under  glasses,  to  protect  it  from  frosts 
The  cabbage  lettuce  may  also  be  sown  at  different 
times  of  the  year,  in  order  to  have  a  continuation 
of  it  through  the  whole  season.  The  Cilicia,  im- 
perial, royal,  black,  white,  and  upright  cos  lettuces,* 
may  be  sown  first  at  the  latter  end  of  February,  or 
the  beginning  of  March,  upon  a  moderate  hot  bed, 
or  on  a  warm  light  soil,  in  a  sheltered  situation. 
Transplant  them  at  the  beginning  of  April,  where 
they  are  to  remain,  placing  them  sixteen  inches  apart 
each  way.  After  they  have  taken  fresh  root,  weed 
them  carefully,  which  is  all  the  culture  they  will  re- 
quire, except  the  black  cos  lettuce,  which  should  be 
tied  up  when  they  are  full  grown,  as  directed  for 
blanching  the  endive.  These  sorts  may  be  conti- 
nued throughout  the  lettuce  season  by  sowing  them' 
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in  April,  May,  and  June,  obaerrin^  to  put  down  the 
late  crops  in  a  shady  situsltion.  Ine  most  valuable 
sorts  are  the  Egyptian  green  cos^  and  the  Versailles 
or  white  cos/ and  the  Cilicia;  the  first  of  which  is 
the  best  of  all.  The  brown,  Dutch,  and  green  ca- 
puchin lettuces,  are  very  batdy,  and  may  be  sown  at 
the  same  season  as'  the  common  cabbage  lettuce. 
The  red  capuchin,  Roman,  and  princess  lettuces,  are 
pretty  varieties,  which  cabbage  early,  and  are  |ood 
in  soups.  The  lactuca  virosa,  or  strong^scented  let- 
tuce, is  a  native  of  the  south  of  Europe,  in  hedges, 
on  ditch-banks,  and  borders  of  fields.  It  abounds 
with  a  milky  juice,  which  is  an  opiate  so  powerful  as 
to  be  nearly  as  strong  as  that  imported  from  abroad. 
Among  the  products  of  the  kitchen  garden,  tihe  poet 
does  not  forget  to  enumerate 

the  thick-scattered  bed 
Of  soporific  lettace. 

The  Romans  first  introduced  the  lettuce  at  the  end 
of  supper,  but  the  Emperor  Domitian  changed  that 
order,  and  with  it  began  his  feast.  Great  ^quantities 
of  lettuce,  mixed  with  oil  and  p^epper^  are  still 
eaten  sirt  tixe  commenoMient.  of  dinneir  by  our  jGaUic 
neighbours.  But  the  Romans,  it  may  be  presumed^ 
knew  notiiittg  of  that  Tie  pJtis  nltra  of  modern  luxu- 
ries, a  LOBSTBR-SALAD,  of  wbich  the  iettttfiefqxmB 
so  pimnioent  a  portion^  Somie  years  jmci^  a  man 
went  itbout  towii  o&ring  liis  services  to  tamMtuet 
this  dish  at  half-a-guinea  peroperation:— but  we  will 
give  our  readiers  a  receipt,  by  an  amateur,  Wiorth 
twice  tibe  man^;  here  it  is,  and  may  be  easily  com* 
n^tttedtomemoiy:-"  » 

Three  yinWMWif4  flp90«A4i  fot  of -puMupl  iQll 
Hie  flftik^gittst  7»4UI-i^4be«^^Ui  of  Laaea^Biieil; 
These  first  with  ^t  the  knowi*^  artui  blends^ 
<Oa  diis  the  union  of  the  .whole  depends) 
Then  jpmigent  Mustard  add,  then  acid  Wine ; 
And  ttss,  tiie  adverse  flnSds  so  eonibine, 
No  oily  li^ts  the  keenest  eye  nfay  note, 
That  on  the  homogeneons  liquid  float 
z2 
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i       Now  Cayenne's  generouB  warmtb  I  add ;  and  ngw 
Of  macey  essence  half  a  drop  allow. 
Now  bring  the  Lobster  o'er  whose  shell  is  spread 
The  mottled  white  amid  the  darkest  red ; 
Crack  well  the  crooked  claw,  and  slit  the  tail; 
And  tear  the  thorax  from  its  sbKd  mail; 
Extract  the  pulp,  the  coral  too  divide, 
And  place  ttiSem  all  in  order  by  my  side. 
Now  tiie  crisp  Lettuce  in  the  bowl  I  shred, 
(filanched  Endive  serves  in  winter  in  its  stead ; 
Nor  then  the  snowy  Celery  disdain);  . 
Now  from  the  Tyrrhene  wave  Anchovies  twain 
I  add ;  and  Gherkins  slice,  and  buds  of  Caper  rain* 
With  these  alternately  the  fish  I  spread, 
And  mingle  with  the  white  the  coral's  red ; 
And  kolid  egg  in  even  slices  lay. 
In  which  round  yellow  orbs  white  circles  play ; 
Again  the  blended  fluid  in  I  throw. 
And  join,  at  last,  the  Beet-root's  crimson  glow. 

But  if  our  readers  prefer  a  l^ss  sublime  receipt 
than  this^ — one  in  plain  prose,  ^  short  and  sweet'  -^ 
let  them  take  the  following  from  '  Conrad  Cooke's 
Cookery  and  Confectionary*. 

^  No.  510*  Lobster  Salad, — Pick  two  lobsters;  put  a  handfal  of 
salad  or  lettuce  cut  in  a  dish ;  cover  it  over  with  the  pieces  of 
lob^er ;  add  three  eggs,  boiled  hard,  half  a  dozen  slices  of  beet 
root  boiled,  and  cover  all  over  with  salad  mixture,  which  is'di^ 
rected  to  be  made  as  follows  :^- 

No,  113.  Saiad  Mixture,— -Chop  and  rub  four  sbalots  in  a 
mortar,  with,  six  boiled  yolks,  of  eggs,  a  spoonful  of  salt,  .and 
ditto  of  made  mustard;  hdi  half  a  pint  of  salad  oil  by  degrees:' 
^en  perfectly  smooth,. add' also  half  a  pint  of  vinegar;  mix  it 
weli»'aiulkeep:it  in  an  inoorporator  well  stopped,  leaking  it  be- 
fore using. 

Mustard. — Of  this  there  are  three  ptincipaI>sorts/ 
the  sinapis  arven&s,  wild  niustard  or  charlock ;  flie 

'  This  is  not  only  the  best,  but  the  most  economical  Cookery-book 
extant ;  one  great  advatitage  peculiar  to  this  important  family  uka- 
nual  is,  tbat  the  weigkU  and  mea9ure$  of  the  different  articles  are 
accurately  defined^  as  well  as  the  rius  required  for  roasting,  boiling, 
frying,  &c.  fish,  flesh,  and  fowl,  of  all.  sorts  and  sizes.'  4^  the 
receipts  have,  we  understand,  been  worft«d  by  the  author,  who  has 
been  for  many  years«~and  is  now  well  known  at  Brighthelmstone,  as 
an  accomplished  professor  of  the  very  useful  art  upon  which  he  has 
written. 
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alba  or  white  mastard ;  and  the  nigra,  the  black  or 
cojnmoQ  sort.  The  first,  is  commonly  sold  qnder  the 
name  of  Durham  mustard  seed :  the  second  is  gene- 
rally cultivated  in  gardens  as  a  salad  herb,  for  win- 
ter and  spring  use.  The  seed  of  the  third  kind  re- 
duced to  powder  forms  the  mustard  used  at  our  ta- 
bles. In  this  state  it  will  curdle  milk  and  impregnate 
boiling  water  very  strongly.  Sow  the  seeds  of  the 
white  mustard,  which  is  the  principal  kind  for  salads; 
in' very  thick  drills,  upon  a  warm  border,  or  in  very 
cold  weather  upon  a  moderate  hot- bed,  and  they 
will  be  fit  for  use  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight 

This  warm  salad  and  its  seed  were  of  great  repute 
among  antient  cooks.  Columella  elegantly  calls  it 
fletumfactura  sinapi,  the  tear-creating  mustard ;  and 
Plautus,  on  account  of  its  )[>ungent  taste,  namesMt 
scekrata  sinapi,  the  wicked  mustard.  The  etymo- 
logy of  mustard  ought  to  be  recorded.  In  1383, 
Philip  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burguudy,  going  to  march 
against  his  revolted  neighbours,  and  Dijon'  having 
foHiished  for  that  expedition  its  quantum  of  1,000 
armed  men,  the  duke,  in  kind  acknowledgment^ 
granted  to  the  town,  among  other  privileges,  the  per* 
mission  of  bearing  his  armorial  ensigns  with  his  motto, 
moult  mt  tarde,  '  I  long,  I  wish  ardently/  In  con- 
sequence of  this  mark  of  princely  condescension,  the 
Dijonese  munipipality  ordered  the  arms  and  motto  to 
be  beautifully  sculptured  over  the  principal  gate  of 
the  city,  which  was  done  accordingly.  But  time, 
/emjMfs  edax,  and  that  incessant  drop  of  water  which 
causes  the  destruction  of  the  hardest  stone,  non  vi 
sed  siBpe  cadendo,  or  some  particular  accident,  having 
obliterated  the  middle  word  iii€,  the  remaining  ones, 
moult,  tarde,  :gave  occasion  to  the  name  in  fiie  fol- 
lowing manner.  For  a  long  lapse  of  time,  the  mer-. 
chants  of  Dijon  have  been  and  are  still  great  dealers 
in  iineve,  or  sinapi  (mustard  seed),  and  have  a  me- 
thod of  grinding  it  wi^  salt,  vinegar,  and  other  ingre- 
dients^ in  order  to  preserve  it  and  send  it'  to  all  parts 
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erf  the  world.  On  their  senevi-ipots  they  used  to  paste 
a  label,  ensigned  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy^s  arms 
and  the  motto  as  it  accidentally  remained  then  over  the 
gate  of  the  city,  mouU-tarde;  hence  the  name  which 
the  sinapi  composition  has  preserved  to  this  day. 
It  might  be  observed  that  the  natural  pungency  of 
tiiis  litde  seed,  expressed  in  Latin  by  multum  ardet^ 
and  in  old  French  by  moult  arde,  'it  bums  much/ 
might  be  taken  as  the  real  thema  of  the  word.  Qut 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  Dijonese  were  ever  scfao* 
lars  enough  to  boirow  from  the  tongue  of  Cicero  a  de^ 
nomination  for  the  object  of  their  trade.  However, 
in  latter  times,  an  eminent  mustard-manufacturer  of 
that  place  proved  hknself  somewhat  acquainted  with 
Latin,  since  he  wrote  jocosely  over  his  shop*  door^ 
Mulimn  tardat,  Divto  rixam;  tbat  is,  Mtmlt-tarde, 
Dijon- noise;  'Dijon-mustard.'  Pliny  pretends  that 
mustard  is  an  antidote  against  venomous  mushrooms. 
-^TeAella  Cibaria. 

The  white  nmstard  seed  (sold  by  seedsmm  at 
one  shilling  per  pound)  has  latelv  been  used  in  me- 
dicine as  an  aperient:  it  is  s€dd  to  act  not  only  on 
the  bowels,  but  on  the  skin,  &c.  It  is  likewise  found 
to  strengthen  and  invigorate,  in  a  remarkable  degree, 
the  whole  line  of  the  alimentary  canal^  and  conse- 
quently to  improve  digestion  and  assimilation^  and 
wiUi  that  appetite,  sleep,  and  general  health.  When 
the  seed  is  used  |is  a  remedy  for  occasional  constipa- 
tion, it  should  be  tcdcen  fasting,  about  an  hour  before 
breakfast;  and,  generally  speaking,  a  smalt  table 
spoonful  is  the  prop^  dose.  With  some  constitutions 
a  tea  spoonfol  in  the  morning  is  sufficient,  while  others 
reqnire .  a  second  large  dose  to  be  taken  at  night'. 
The  mustard  seed  is  also  recommended  in  a  variety 

'  As  tbe  mustard  seeds  urill  float  at  the  top  of  th«  water  in  which 
thex  are  taken,  tkey  ejiould  be  softkeil  in  a*wiiie  glaai  half  foil  of 
water,  about  three  or  four  bours  before  they  are  taken,  aa  they  then 
become  enveloped  in  a  kind  of  mucilage,  and,  adhering  to  each  other, 
are  twitUewed  by  the  patient  without  Uie  least  difficnlty. 
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of  diseases.  See  Gentleman's  Magazine^  vol.  xciv, 
partly  p.  583; 

Sorrel  frumex  aceiosa). — This  native  vegetable 
Is  now  almost  entirely  discarded  in  England^  where 
it  was  once  used  in  sauces  and  salads,  diough  the 
French  still  cultivate  it  for  their  tables.  Fricandeau  a 
VozeilUj  stewed  veal  and  sorrel,  is  one  of.  the  best 
among  the  entries  or  substantial  elemehts  of  the  first 
coarse  of  a  French  dinner.  A  weU-chosen  piece  of 
yeal,  weighing  under  three  pounds  and  without  bones, 
is  stewed  gently  on  an  even  fire  for  several  bom's,  in 
the  native  strength  of  its  own  juice  and  gravy;  the 
learnedly  directed  needle,  we  will  suppose,  has  been 
busily  employed  to  lard  the  subject  before  it  was 
confined :  when  properly  done,  the  meat  is  placed 
upon  a  bed  of  sorrel,  subdued  by  gentle  boiling  in 
water,  and  then  blended  with  the  gravy  and  juice  of 
the  veal.  Sorrel,  possessing  a  naturally  strong  acid 
in  the  composition  of  its  leaves  and  stalks,  has  been 
employed  as  a  dentifrice;  and  in  some  parts  of  Ire- 
land they  eat  the  leaves  plentifully  with  fish  and  other 
food.  Sow  the  seeds,  early  in  spring,  in  a  shady 
moist  border;  and  if  the  plants  be  sifterwards  remov- 
ed into  another  shady  border  at  the  distance  of  four 
or  six  inches  square,  they  will  produce  larger  leaves 
and  for  a  longer  period.  The  dried  root  affords  a 
beautiful  red  colour  when  boiled.  The  whole  plant 
is  a  very  powerful  antiscorbutic. 

Among  the  other  acetarious  plants,  occasionally 
used  either  as  salads,  or  ingredients  for  them,  may 
be  mentioned  rape,  corn-salad,  mint,  the  American 
and  winter  cress,  brook-lime,  wood  sorrel,  purslane, 
tarragon,  fennel,  chervil,  Indian  cress,  bumet,  and 
borage:  the  last  two  are  favourite  herbs  for  negus 
and  cool  tankards;  and  a  few  leaves  of  the  wood 
sorrel  communicate  an  agreeable  flavour  to  dishes 
of  mashed  greens. 

fto  be  continued.] 
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In  NOVEMBER  182^ 

THE  lively  and  amusing  writer,  so  often  quoted, 
thus  characterizes  the  mach-abased  fogs  of  No- 
vember:  'The  frosts  and  snows  of  December,'  he 
^ays,  'are  as  welcome  to  me  in  their  turn  as  the 
flowers  in  May.  Najr>  the  so  much  vituperated  fogs 
of  November  I  by  no  means  set  my  face  against ;  on 
the  contrary,  I  have  a  kind  of  appetite  for  then^— 
both  corporeal  and  mental.  As  an  affair  of  mere 
breath,  there  is  something  tangible  in  Aem.  In  the 
evanescent  air  of  Italy  a  man  might  as  well  not 
breathe  at  all,  for  any  thing  he  knows  of  the  matter. 
But  in  a  November  fog  there  is  something  satisfjdng. 
You  can  feel  what  you  breathe,  and  see  it  too.  It 
is  like  breathing  water — M  I  suppose  the  fishes  do. 
And  then  the  taste  of  them,  when  dashed  with  a  due 
seasoning  of  sea-coal  smoke,  is  far  from  insipid. 
Not  that  I  would  recommend  them  medicinally ;  es- 
pecially to  persons  of  queasy  stomachs,  delicate 
nerves,  and  a£9iicted  witfi  bile*  But  for  one  of  a 
good  robust  habit  of  body,  and  not  dainty  wittial, 
which  such,  by  the  bye,  never  are,  there  is  nothing 
better  in  its  way  than  a  well*mixed  Metropolitan 
fog«  There  is  something  substantial  in  it.  Yon  may 
'cut  and  come  again.'  It  is  at  once^meat  and 
drink,  too--somethiog  between  egg-flip  and  omelette 
soufflee;  but  much  more  digestible  than  either.  And 
it  wraps  you  round  like  a  cloak,  into  the  bargain. 
No — I  maintain  that  a  London  fog  is  a  thing  not  to 
be  sneezed  at — ^if  you  can  help  it.-^JIfem.  As  many 
spurious  imitations  of  the  above  are  abroad— such  as 
Scotch  mists,  and  the  like,  which  are  no  less  dele- 
terious than  disagreeable— please  to  ask  for  the  ^'trae 


y  Google 


IN  N<»VBMB&R  1825«  275 

London  Particular/'  as  maanfattured  by  Thames, 
Coal-gas,  Smoke,  Steaoi,  and  Co.— No  others  are 
genuine/— Ti*€  Mmths,  No-  HI. 

1.— ALL   SAINTS. 

This  festival  is  not  of  very  great  antiquity.  It 
originated  in  a  gift  of  the  Roman  Pantheon,  the 
temple  of  all  the  Pagan  deities,  made  by  the  Em- 
peror Phocas,  about  A.D,  610,  to  Pope  Boniface, 
who  consecrated  it  and  dedicated  it  to  Ail  Martyrs, 
and  appointed  a  feast  in  honour  of  them.  The  pre- 
sent and  final  condition  of  departed  saints  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  enquiries  that  can  occupy  the 
human  mind.  Their  company  is  said  to  be  *  innu- 
merable,' and  to  consist  of  ^all  nations,  and  kin- 
dreds, and  people,  and  tongues.'  ^  No  distinction 
in  happiness  ynll  be  awarded  to  particular  com- 
plexions, or  languages,  or  forms  of  worship ;  no  dis- 
tinction but  what  may  be  likened  to  the  beautiful  va- 
riety which  God  hath  given  to  the  flowers  of  the 
field,  enriching  some  with  different  colours  to  delight 
the  eye,  some  with  various  perfumes  to  gratify  the 
smell.' — See  some  adrnkablo  reflections  on  this  mo- 
mentous subject  in  the  Protestant  Beadsman,  pp.  100- 
109. 

In  the  early  ages  of  Christianity,  the  word  saint 
was  applied  to  all  believersy  as  is  evident  in  the  use 
of  it  by  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  Luke;  but  the  term 
was  afterwards  restrided  to  smh  as  excelled  in 
Christian  virtues. 

Hallowe'en  is  the  eve  of  this  day,  on  wbieh  many 
superstitious  ceremonies  are  still  observed  in  distant 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom :  see  our  former  volumes. 

*1.  1822.— A   MERMAID   EXHIBITED   IN   LONDON, 

Which  continued  to  be  shown  to  the  curious  in 
these  matters  for  many  montiis.  The  lAtetary  Ga- 
zette^ with  much  ingenuity,  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  it  consisted  of  the  members  of  various  animals 
dexterously  put  togefter ;  and  this,  we  believe,  was 
ibB  fact.    The  foUowteg  amusing  lines  appeared  in 
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some  ephemeral  publications  of  the  day ;  and>  as  ibej 
deserve  a  less  perishable  record  than  has  been  hi- 
therto assigned  to  Aem,  we  now  present  them  to  our 
readers. 

Address  to  the  Mermaid,  now  exhibiting  in  London, 

Come,  Mistress  Mennaid,  tell  us,  for  youVe  seen 
The  deeps  and  tbings  proud  Science  pines  to  see ; 

Be  kind,  and  say  if  you  haye  ever  been 
In  worlds  the  poets  deck  with  imageiy — 

Say,  as  you  floated  on  the  green  sea's  billoWy 

Didst e*er  see  Neptune's  car,  or  Amphitrite's  pillow? 

Now,  are  there  really  coral  caves  below. 

Or  beds  of  amber,  or  of  precious  stone, 
To  which  the  blushing  Nereids  languid  go 

In  idle  hours  to  recline  upon  ? 
And  are  there  fays  to  fan  them  while  they're  dreaming. 
Whose  wings  seem  like  two  diamonds  purest,  gleaming? 

Come,  tell  the  truth,  for  none,  dear  Mermaid's,  by, 
To  stop  you  short,  or  tweak  you  by  the  nose. 

Or  contradict  you,  should  you  tell  a  fie — 
As  you  the  secrets  of  the  deep  disclose ; 

Therefore,  be  candid,  and  declare  this  minute. 

The  wonders  of  the  sea,  and  all  that's  in  it. 

Alas  I  you're  dumb,  and  cannot  even  say, 

As  quick  you  sped  from  giant  sea  to  sea, 
i    How  many  sharks  you've  numbered  in  a  day, 

Or  if  you  fought  them,  or  thought  it  best  to  flee: 
Quite  mute  you  are,  and  quite  absurd  the  notion. 
From  thee  to  pump  the  secrets  of  the  ocean. 

Farewell,  dumb  thing!  perhaps  the  next  we  find 
_^So  long  a  time  may  not  require  to  woo— 
'Twill  speak,  perchance,  and  haply  prove  most  kind. 

And  tell  us  all  we've  useless  sought  of  you— 
Rare  information  yielding  on  the  morning. 
She's  clapp't  within  the  glass-case  you're  adorning. 

RICHARD   RYAN. 

2. — ALL   SOULS. 

In  Catholic  countries^  on  the  eva  and  day  of  All 
Sonls,  the  churches  are  hung  with  black;  the  tombs 
are  opened ;  a  coffin  covered  with  blacky  and  sur- 
rounded with  wax  lights^  is  placed  in  the  nave  of  the 
church;  and  in  one  corner,  figures  in  wood,  repre- 
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senting  tiie    sools   of  the  deceased^    are  halfviray 
plunged  into  the  flames. 

3. — KING   WILLIAM   LANDBD. 

The  glorious  tevolution  of  1688  is  commemorated 
on  this  day,  when  the  throne  of  England  became 
vested  in  the  iUustrious  House  of  Orange.  Although 
King  William  landed  on  the  5th  of  November,  as 
is  specified  in  the  prayers  of  the  Church  for  that 
day,  the  almanacks  still  continue  the  mistake  of  mark- 
ing it  as  the  fourth* 

5. — POWDER   PLOT, 

This  day  is  kept  to  commemorate  the  diabolical 
attempt  of  the  Papists  to  blow  up  the  Parliament 
House.  The  best  account  of  this  nefarious  transac- 
tion is  detailed  in  Hume's  History  of  England,  vol. 
vi,  pp.  33-38  (8vo  edition,  1802.)— See  also  T.T. 
for  1814,  p.  280. 

^6^  1711.— SOUTHWELL    CATHEDRAL    STKUCK   BY 
LIGHTNING. 

In  the  evening  of  this  day,  a  very  violent  storm,  at- 
tended with  thunder  and  lightning,  passed  over  the 
town.  Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  a  small 
flame,  not  larger  than  a  candle  would  emit,  was  per- 
ceived by  those  who  lived  near  the  church  to  rise 
from  ttie  very  summit  of  the  south  spire.  There  was 
a  very  high  west  wind  the  whole  night,  which  blew 
the  timber  and  wood  work  of  the  spire,  as  it  burned, 
on  thereof  of  the  church;  so  that,  before  midnight, 
the  spire  and  the  roof  of  the  whole  west  end  of  the 
building  were  in  flames.  Before  morning,  the  fire 
was  communicated  to  the  roof  of  the  middle  tower, 
and  had  melted  the  bells  and  destroyed  the  organ.  . 
The  damage  was  estimated  at  four  thousand  pounds. 

6. — SAINT   LEONARD. 

Leonard,  or  Lienard,  was  a  French  nobleman  of 
great  reputation  in  the  court  of  Clovis  I ;  he  was  in- 
structed in  divinity  by  Remigius,  Bishop  of  Rheims, 
and  afterwards  made  Bishop  of  Limosin.    Several 
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]mracaloii3  stoiies  are  told  of  him  by  the  monks,  not 
worth  relating.  He  died  about  the  year  559,  and  has 
always  been  implored  by  prisonQrs  as  their  guardian 
saint. 

9,— LORD  mayor's  day. 

All  that  remains  of  the  Lord  Mayor's  Show,  to  re- 
mind the  curiously  informed  of  its  antient  charaeter, 
is  in  the  first  part  of  the  procession.  These  are  the 
poor  men  of  the  compsuiy  to  which  the  Loi^  Mayor 
belongs,  habited  in  long'  gqwns  and  close,  caps  of 
the  company's  colour,  biearing  painted  shields  on 
their  arms,  but  without  javelins.  So  many  of  these 
head  the  show  as  there  are  years  in  the  Lord  Mayor's 
age.  Their  obsolete  costume  and  hobbling  walk 
are  sport  for  the  unsedate,  who,  from  imperfect  tra- 
dition, year  after  year,  are  accustomed  to  call  them 
old  bachelors.  The  numerous  band  of  gentlemen- 
ushers  in  velvet  coats,  wearing  chains  of  gold  and 
bearing  white  staves,  is  reduced  to  half-a-dozen  full- 
dressed  footmen,  carrying  umbrellas  in  their  hands. 
The  antiquarian  reminiscences  occasioned  by  the 
throwing  of  substances  that  stone-eaters  alone  would 
Qovet  from  the  tops  of  the  houses,  can  arise  no 
more'.  Even  the  giants  in  Gmldhall,  elevated  upon 
octagon  stone  columns,  to  watch  and  ward  the  great 
east  window,  stand  unrecognized,  except  in  their  gi- 
gantic capacity .  A  propos  of  Gog  and  Magog : — be- 
fore the  present  giants  inhabited  Guildhall,  there 
were  two  giants  made  only  of  wicker-work  and  paste- 
board, put  together  with  great  art  and  ingenuity: 
and  those  two  terrible  original  giants  had  the  honour 
yeurly  to  grace  my  Lord  Mayor's  Show,  being  car- 
ried in  great  triumph  in  the  time  of  the  pageants ; 
and  when  that  eminent  annual  service  was  over,  re- 
mounted their  old  stations  in  Guildhall,  till,  by  rea- 
soii  of  their  very  great  age,  old  Time,  with  the  help 

*  This  practice,  derived  perhaps  from  the  kindly  showering  of  com- 
fits and  sweet-cakes  peculiar  to  the  pageant,  has  been  abolished  hy 
the  efforts  of  successiye  Lord'Mayors. 
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of  a  number  of  city  rats  and  mice^  had  eaten  tip  all 
their  entrails. 

Until  die  last  reparation  of  Guildhall,  in  I8I65  the 
present  giants  stood  with  the  old  clock  and  a  bal** 
cony  of  iron^work  between  them,  over  the  stairs 
leading  from  the  Hall  to  the  Courts  of  Law  and  di^ 
Conncil  Chamber.  They  are  made  of  wood,  and 
hollow  witiiin,  and,  from  the  method^  of  joining  and 
gluing  the  interior,  are  evidently  of  late  constraction; 
bat  ttey  are  too  substantially  built  for  the  purpose 
of  beiag  either  carried  or  drawn,  or  any  way  exhi- 
bited m  a  pageant. 

The  Lord  Mayor's  Show  is  the  only  state  exhi^* 
bki^Q  in  the  metropolis  that  remains  as  a  memorial 
of  the  great  doings  in  the  times  of  the  Pageants. 
Part  of  a  description  of  the  Show  as  it  was  managed 
in  the  year  1575,  copied  from  *  W.  Smythe's  Breffe 
Description  of  tbe  Royal  Citie  of  London,'  may  be 
seen  in  T.  T.  for  1820,  pp.  274-277,  or  in  Mr.  Hone's 
Ancient  Mysteries,  p.  246.  In  1585  there  were  chil- 
dren in  the  procession,  who  personified  the  City, 
Magnanimity,  Loyalty,  Science,  the  Country,  and 
the  river  Thames ;  they  also  represented  a  soldier, 
avsailor,  and  nymphs,  with  appropriate  speeches. 
The  Show  opened  with  a  moor  on  the  back  of  a 
lynx.  On  Sir  l^omas  Middleton's  mayoralty^  in 
1613,  the  solemnity  is  described  as  unparalleled  for 
the  cost,  art,  and  magnificence  of  the  shows,  pa- 
gemits,  chariots,  morning,  noon,  and  night  triumphs. 
In  1655,  the  city  pageants,  after  a  discontinuance  of 
about  fourteen  years,  were  revived.  Edmund  Oayton, 
Ae  author  of  tb^  description  for  that  year,  says,  that 
*  our  metropolis  for  these  planetary  pageants  was  as 
famous  and  renowned  in  foreign  nations,  as  for  their 
faith,  wealth,  and  valour.'  In  the  Show  of  1659,  an 
European,  an  Egyptian,  and  a  PersiaBi  were  per- 
sonated. On  Lord  Mayor's  Day,  1671,  the  king, 
queen,  and  dtike  of  York,  and  most  of  the  nobility, 
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being  present^  there  were  ^sundry  shows^  shapes^ 
scenes,  speeches,  and  songs^  in  parts ;'  and  the  Uke, 
in  1672,  and  1673,  when  the  king  agaih  ^graced  the 
trinmphs/ 

At  the  alteration  of  the  style,  the  Lord  Mayor's 
Show,  which  had  been  on  the  29th  of  October,  was 
changed  to  the  9th  of  November.  The  speeches  in 
the  pageants  were  usually  composed  by  tixe  City 
poet,  an  officer  of  the  corporation,  with  an  annual 
salary,  who  provided  a  printed  description,  for  the 
members  of  the  corporation  before  the  day.  Settle, 
the  last  city  poet,  wrote  the  last  pamphlet  intended 
to  describe  a  Lord  Mayor's  Show ;  it  was,  for  Sir 
Charles  Duncombe's,  in  1708,  but  the  Prince  of  Den- 
mark's death,  the  day  before,  prevented  the  exhi- 
bition. The  last  lord  mayor  who  rode  on  horseback 
at  his  mayoralty  was  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne. 

The  modem  exhibitions,  bettered  as  they  are  by 
the  men  in  armour  under  Mr.  Marriott's  judicious 
management,  have  no  vpretension  to  vie  with  the 
grandeur  of  the  '  London  Triumphs.'  In  1760,  the 
Court  of  Common  Council  recommended  pageants 
to  be  exhibited  for  the  entertainment  of  their  Ma- 
jesties on  Lord  Mayor's  day.  Although  such -re- 
vivals are  inexpedient,  yet,  surely,  means  may  be 
devised  for  improving  the  appearance  of  the  present 
procession,  without  further  expenditure  from  die  city 
funds,  or  interfering  with  the  public  appropriation  of 
the  allowance  for  &e  support  of  the  civic  dignity. — 
See  ^Hone's  Ancient  MysterhSy  to  which  we.  are  in- 
debted for  the  above  information/  pp.  246-276,  for  a 
treasure  of  curious  particulars  respecting  5  LordMay^ 
or's  Show'  and  the  '.  Giants  in  GuildhaU.' 

Such  is  the  brief  notice  of  the  civic  festival 
'ycleped  /  Lord  Mayor'^  Day/  which  the.liniits  of 
this  work  enable  us  to  present  to  our  readers.  And, 
as  some  of  them;  perhaps;,  may  be^tempted.tP.;a«stf< 
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at  the  dimier  at  Guildhall^  and,  aBXions  to  do  honour 
to  the  august  ceremonies  of  the  day,  may  sacrifice  a 
little  too  freely  at  the  shrine  of  the  wine-god,  we 
wQl  tell  (hem  *  what  to  do'  the  next  day,  when  ^  with 
head-ache  they  awake;'— the  advice  is  from  a  man  of 
esq[>erience  in  thiese  matters :  ' 

RiDg  for  your  yalet,  bid  Mm  quickly  bring 
Some  hockaud  soda-waters  then  you'll  l^now 

A  pleasure  worthy  Xerxes,  tiie  great  king ; 
For  not  the  best  sherbet  sublimed  with  snow. 

Nor  the  first  sparkler  of  the  desart-spring, 
Nor  Burgundy  in  ail  its  sun-set  glow, 
^  Then  Tie  with  draughts  of  hook  and,  sodi^water. 

Having  followed  the  poet's  advice^  and  somewhat 
less  oppressed  with  ennni  than  before  they  resorted 
to  the  refreshing  draught,  will  our  friends  have  the 
patience  to  hear  '  what  constitutes  a  feast?' 

Not  haunch  of  Tenison,  of  flavour  true, 

Fat,  juicy,  nicely  drest ; 
Nor  turtle  calipash  of  verdant  hue ; 

Not  soup,  in  whose  rich  flood 
Freilch  cooks  a  thousand  relishes  infuse ; 

Not  fricassees  well  stewed. 
Nor  France's  greater  boast,  high-fumed  ragouts ; 

Not  a  sirloin  of  beef. 
Crowning  a  dish  in  which  rich  gravy  lies ; 

Not  turbot,  ocean-chief. 
Which  ruddy  lobster-sauce  accompanies; 

No — a  good  appetite, 
And  good  digestion,  turn  into  a  feast 

Whatever  fi-ont-tooth  can  bite. 
And  grinders  manducate,  and  palate  taste* 

Be  it  homely  bread  and  cheese, 
Or  bacon  smoked— 

Be  it  onion,  fi^  root. 
Whose  rank  effiuvia  draws  unbidden  tears ; 
-    .  Potato,  Erin's  fruit, 

Willi  which  the  trishmaii  his  stomadi  cheers ;   . 

Or  oatmeal  porridge,  chief, — 
Undoubted  chief  of  Scotland's  rustic  slops. 

Yet  in  these  meails  so  plain, 
Let  but  shaip  appetite  as  guest  attend. 

And  fumktned  Aldermen 
May  grudge  the  ^oUtt  with  which  the  bits  deaeend* 
Aa2 
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.  This  qollstit9t^s,  a  feast, 
To 'experience  hunger,  and  haye  wherewithal       .    • 

(Though  it  be  not  of  the  best) 
To  stop  the  joid  bread-baskef  s  healthy  call. 

ll.-*^SAINT   MARTIN. 

He  was  a  native  of  Hungary,  and  for  some  tiixte 
followed  the  life  of  a  soldier;  bnt  afterwards  took 
orders,  and  was  made  Bishop  of  Tours  in  France,  in 
which  see  he  continued  fdr  twenty-six  years.  Mar- 
tin died  about  the  year  397,  much  lamented,  and 
highly  esteemed  for  his  virtues. — For  some  lines  on 
this  day,  see  T.  T.  for  1821,  p.  271. 

The  few^e  days  which  sometimes  otcur  about 
the  beginning  of  Noveniber^  have  been  denominated 
^  St.  Martin's  little  Summer ;'  to  this  Shakspeare  al- 
ludes in  ^e  first  part  of  King  Henry  IV  (Act  i,  3c. 
2),  where  Prince  Henry  says  to  Falstaff,  *  Farewell, 
thou  latter  spring  !  farewell,  all-hdlloivn  summer !' 
and  in  the  first  part  of  King  Henry  VI  (Act  i,  Sc.2) 
Joan  la  Pucelle  says. 

Assigned  I  am  to  be  the  English  scourge. 
This  night  the  siege  assuredly  I'll  raise : 
Expect  St.  Martin*s  Summer,  halcyon  days, 
Since  I  have  entered  thus  into  these  wars. 

*12.  1817. — LADY    BVELYN   DIED. 

To  this  lady  the  public  are  indebted  for  the  very 
interesting  Memoirs  of  John  Evelyn,  from  which' 
various  extracts  have  been  given  in  some  of  our  pre- 
ceding volumes ;  the  origin  of  flieir  publication^  as 
given  by  Mr.  DiEDiN,in  his  '  Library  Companion^,* 
(p.  550,  Note)  is  one  of  the  most  curious  anecdotes 
of  Literary  History.  At  the  beguiling  of  April  1818, 
Mr.  Wm.  Upcott,  of  the  Lonoon  Institution  (au- 
thor of  the  most  valuable  bibliographical  work  ex- 
tant on  British  Topography),  being  on  a  visit  at 

■  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  a  S6con<2  volume  of  this  useful  work  will 
appear  in  the  course  of  next  year.  It  will  embrace  every  topic  of 
literature,  the  arts  and  sciences,  omitted  or  only  slightly  noticed  in 
the  Totiime  ahread^  published. 
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Lady  Evelyn's,  at  Wotton,  in-  Surrey,  early  in  1814, 
and  sitting  after  dinner  with  Lady  JB.  and  her  inti* 
mate  friend  Mrs.  Molineux,  Mr.  Upcott's  attention 
was  attracted  to  a  tippet  being  made  of  feathers,  on 
which  Lady  Evelyn  was  employed :  '  We  have  all  of 
us  car  hobbies,  I  perceive,  my  lady,'  said  Mr^  Up* 
cott. — *  Very  true,'  rejoined  her  ladyship;  'and  pray, 
what  may  yottr's  be)'  *  Mine,  madam,  front  a  very 
early  age,  began  by  collecting  prowncui/  copper  Oh 
kem,.9CfxA  latterly  the  hand-writing  (or  autograp|is') 
of  men  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  every 
walk  of  life.  '  Handr-writings  !*  answered  Lady  E., 
with  mnch  surprise — 'what  do  you  mean  by  /IomcI- 
toritings?  surely  you  don't  mean  old  lbtters?'  at 
a^  same  time  op^iing  the  drawer  of  her  work-table, 
and  taking  out  a  small  parcel  of  papers,  some  of 
which  had  been  just  used  by  Mrs.  MoUneux,  as  pat* 
terns  for  articles  of  dress.  The  sight  of  this  packet, 
though  of  no  literary  importance^  yet  containing  let- 
ters written  by  eminent  characters  of  the  17tti  cen- 
tury (more  particularly  one  from  the  celebrated  SSa- 
rah^  Duchm  of  MdrWorough)  afforded  the  greatest 

Eleasore  to  Mr.  U.,  who  took  occasion  to  express 
is  exceeding  delight  in  looking  them  over.    vOhT 
added  Lady  Evelyn,'  if  you  care  for  papers  like  these, 

■  <  Mr.  Upcoit  might  well  have  expressed  his  unqualified  lov^  of 
AUTOOKAPH8,  wheii  he  waty  and  is,  in  the  potsession  of  such  a  col- 
leetion  of  this  description,  as  the  like  before— for  an  mdmduai 
hath  merer  been  heard  of.  And  be  it  further  premised,  that  these 
precious  original  relibs  of  past  times  are  preserved  in  a  most  in. 
viting  parloar-like  boudoir,  fully  equal  to  the  aboye-meiitioned 
mysterious  ebony  cabinet,  into  which  the  owner  freely  inNrites  every 
lady  and  gentleman  who  has  any  love  or  curiosity  about  the  *  olden 
time.'  liiere  you  sit  and  look  about  you,  as  if  you  were  holding 
familiar  converse  with  the  great  originals— whose  letters,  memorials, 
or  journals,  in  their  gefunine,  unsophisticated  condition,  are  con- 
tained in  not  fewer  than  one  hovdrbd  and  fifty  folio  voLUMas,  ar- 
ranged in  chronological  order,  and  coated,  in  an  uncut  state,  in 
morocco  and  russia  bindings.'— See  a  list  of  the  contents  of  these 
valuable  tomes  in  Mr.  Dibdin's  <  library  Companion,'  pp.  551,  552, 
N4IU» — It  is  now  so  much  thC/fashion  to  collect  autographs,  that  we 
wnderstand  the  sum  of  ^90  has  lately  been  offered  for  that  of  Arch- 
bishop Cranmer. 
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you  shall  have  plenty ;  for  Sylva  Evelyn  dhe  fa* 
miliar  appeUation  applied  to  John  Evelyn  by  liis  de- 
scendants), and  those  whd  succeeded  him,  ptes^nwd 
all  their  letters/  Then,  ringing  for  her  confidential 
attendant,  '  Here>'  said  her  ladyship,  '  Mr.  Upcott 
tells  me  be  is  fond  of  collecting  old  letters  :-^take 
the  key  of  the  eAony  cabinet,  in  the  billiatd  reom — 
procure  a  basket,  and  bring  down  some  of  the  ban- 
die^/  Mr.  iTpcott  accompanied  the  attendant,  and 
having  brought  a  quantity  of  fliese  letters*  into  the 
dining-room,  passed  one  of  the  most  agreeaUe 
evenings  imaginable,  in  examining  thecont^its  of 
each  packet ;  with  the  assurance  from  Lady  Evdyn, 
that  he  was  welcome  to  lay  aside  any  that  might  add 
to  his  own  collection.  The  following  evening  the 
delicious  ebony  cabinet  was  visited  a  second  time, 
when  Evelyn^s  ^  Kalendarium,'  as  be  entitled  it,  or 
Diary,  a  small  4to  volume,  very  closely  written 
wi^  his  owo  handy  presented  itself!  Although  fliis 
interesting  family  document  had  been- lent  by  Lady 
£.  from  time  to  time  to  her  particular  friends,  yst  Ae 
did  not  consider  its  contents  of  sufficient  importance 
for  publication;  and  it  was  not  until  the  mid^  of 
the  year  1816>  fliat  she  was  inducted  to  consent  te  its 
appearance  in  pridt. 

It  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  find  that  a  third 
volume,  containii^  the  small  detached  works  of  Eve- 
lyn, js  on  the  eve  of  publication,  as  a  companion  to 
the  two  volumes^  of  the  *  Memoirs,'  that  have  already 
appeared.  It  is  edited  by  the  indefatigable  Mr.  Up- 
ooTT,  of  the  London  Institution,  and  will  be  ewiched 
witii  many  curious  and  illustrative  notes.  Another 
interesting  Diary  by  Samuel  Pepys,  Secretary  to 
the  Amiralty  temp.  Charles  II  and  James  II,  and 
(be  intimate  friend  of  Evelyn,  is  on  the  eve  of  pub- 
lication ("Oct.  1824) .  See  p.  239,  ante. 

18. — SAINT   BRITIUS. 

Britius  or  firice  succeeded  St.  Martin  in  the  Bisia- 
opric  of  Tours,  in  the  year  899.    He  died  in  444. 
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*13,  1823.— GHARLBS   TAYLOR   DIBD, 

Author  of  the  improved  Edition  of  Calmet's  His- 
tory of  the  Bible,  and  editor  of  Dr;  Wells's  Scrip* 
tore  Geography,  and  oQier  works  on  the  subject  of 
Biblical  literatare. 

17.— SAINT    HUGH. 

Our  saint  was  a  native  of  Borgandyi  or  Gratiano* 
polis^  and  made  Bishop  of  Lincoln  by  Henry  II. 
In  this  see  he  obtained  great  fame>  not  only  for  his 
extraordinary  austerity  of  life  and  exceUent  economy, 
but  for  his  rebuilding  the  cathedral  from  the  founda* 
ticm.  Hugh  died  on  this  day,  in  the  year  1200,  of  an 
ague.  In  1220,  he  was  canonized  at  Rome,  and  hifi 
remains  were  taken  up  October  7, 1282,  and  depo*. 
sited  in  a  silver  shrine. 

*17.  1823.— LORD   BRSKINB   DIED. 

After  having  served  both  in  the  Navy  and  Army, 
at  the 'age  of  twenty-six  he  commenced  a  course  of 
legal  study;  and  ultimately  attained  to  tbe  highest 
honours  of  his  profession.  His  eloquence  was  pecu- 
liarly his  own.  He  could  not  display  the  peculiar 
energy  of  the  late  Lord  Ellenborough,  invigorated  as 
it  was  by  a  Latinised  phraseology  and  a  provincial 
pronunciation;  he  had  not  the  coarse  humour  of 
Mingay,  the  tormenting  pertinacity  of  Gibbs,  or  the 
interrogative  acuteness  of  Garrow ;  but  he  possessed 
an  opulence  of  imagination,  a  facility  of  fancy,  and 
a  power  of  commanding  at  the  instant  all  the  re- 
sources of  his  mind,  and  a  dexterity  in  applying 
them,  which  the  whole  united  bar  of  England  could 
not  equal. 

In  tibe  interval  of  leisure  which  occurred  after  his 
retirement  from  the  chancellorship,  he  publi^ed  two 
volumes  of  a  political  romance,  entitled  *  Armata,' 
and  some  pamphlets  in  favour  of  the  Greeks,  but 
these  added  nothing  to  his  former  reputation.  His 
last  literary  production  was  a  po^m  humanely  writ- 
ten in  favour  of  the  poor  rooks,  so  unmercifally  sa- 
crificed by  farmers.  .This  was  privately  printed,  and 
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afterwards  appeared  in  die  Literary  Gazette  for 
March  20^  181 9 :  some  extracts  from  it  will  be  found 
in  T.T.  for  1820,  pp,  86,  87. 

Besides  his  noble  legal  speeches,  fime  volumes  of 
which  are  published,  he  wrote,  in  1797,  a  pamphlet 
entitled  'A  View  of  jthe  causes  and  consequences  of 
the  ^present  War  with  France,'  which  went  through 
forty-eigkt  editions  in  a  few  months. 

20, — BDMUl^D,   KING   AND   MARTYR.   ^ 

Edmund,  King  of  the  East- Angles,  having  been  at^ 
tacked  by  the  Danes  in  870,  and  unable  to  resist 
them,  heroically  offered  to  surrender  himself  a  pri- 
soner, provided  they  wpuld  spare  his  subjects.  The 
Danes,  however,  having  seized  him,  used  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  induce  Edmund  to  renounce  his  reli- 
gion ;  but,  refusing  to  comply,  they  first  beat  him  with 
clubs,  then  scourged  him  with  whips,  and  afterwards, 
binding  him  to  a  stake,  killed  him  with  their  arrows. 

22; — SAINT  CECILIA. 

Cecilkt  was  a  Roman  lady,  who,  refusing  to  re- 
nounce her  religion,  was  thrown  into  a  furnace  of 
boiling  water,  a^d  scalded  to  death.  Others  say 
that  [£e  was  stifled  in  a  bath^  a  punishment  frequent'* 
ly  inflicted,'at  that  time,  on  female  criminals  of  rank. 
She  suffered  martyrdom  about  the  year  225.  Cecilia 
is  regarded  as  the  patroness  of  music,  and  is  repre- 
sented by  Raffaelle  with  a  regal  in  her  hand. 

Music. 
(Mysterious  keeper  of  the  key 
That  opes  the  gates  of  Memory, 
Oft  in  thy  wildest,  simplest  strain^ 
We  live  o'er  years  of  bliss  again  \ 

The  snn-bright  hopes  of  eariy  youth, 
Love — in  its  first  deep  Ijonr  of  trath, — 
And  dreams  of  Life's  delightful  morn. 
Are  on  thy  seraph-pinions  borne ! 

To  the  Enthusiast's  hearf  thy  tone 
Breathes  of  the  lost  and  lovely  one ; 
And  calls  back  moments-^brief  as  dear — 
When  last  'twas  wafted  on  his  ear. 
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The  Exile  listens  to  the  song 
Once  heard  his  natiTe  bowers  among ; 
And  straightway  on  his  visions  rise 
Hope's  sunny  slopes  and  cloudless  skies. 

The  WaiTior  from  the  strife  retired. 
By  Music's  stirring  strains  inspired. 
Turns  him  to  deeds  of  glory  done, 
To  dangers  'scaped  and  battles  won, 

Enchantress  sweet  of  smiles  and  tears, 
Spell  of  the  dreams  of  banished  years, 
Mysterious  keeper  of  the  key 
That  opes  the  gate  of  Memory ! 

'Tis  thine  to  bid  sad  hearts  be  gay. 
Yet  chase  the  smiles  of  Mirth  away  ; 
Joy's  sparkling  eye  in  tears  to  steep, 
Yet  bid  the  mourner  cease  to  weep. 

To  gloom  of  sadness  tfaon  caiist  suit 
The  chordfet  oiihy  delicious  Into; 
For  every  heart  thou  hast  a  tone 
Can  make  its  pulses  all  thine  o^n ! 

A,  A.  WATTS. 
^22.1804. — DENIS   COOROBEE   DIED,   -fiT.   117! 

He  died  at  Glones,  near  Athunry,  in  Ireland,  re- 
taining his  faculties  to-tbe  last.  He  was  an  experi- 
enced farmer  and  agriculturist,  to  whose  experimental 
labours  Ireland  is  indebted  for  the  propagation  of 
that  most  useful  article  to  the  human  species — the 
black  potatoe. 

23.— SAINT   CLEMENT. 

Clement  I  was  bom  at  Rome,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  bishops  of  that  place :  this  see  he  held  about 
sixteen  years ;  from  the  year  64  or  65  to  81  •  He  was 
remarkable  for  having  written  two  Epistles,  ao  excel- 
lent, and  so  highly  esteemed,  by  the  primitive  Chris- 
tians, that  the  first  was  for  some  time  considered  ca- 
nonical. Clemlsnt  was  sentenced  to  work  in  the 
quarries,  and  afterwards,  having  an  anchor  fastened 
about  his  neck,  was  drowned  in  the  sea. 

23. — O.  MART. 

OldxMartinmas  day,  an  antient  quarter-day. 
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25.— SAINT   CATHSRINK. 

Oar  saint  was  bom  at  Alexandria,  and  received  a 
liberal  edncation.  About  the  year  305,  she  was  con- 
verted to  Christianity,  which  she  afterwards  profess- 
ed with  the  utmost  intrepidity,  openly  reproving  the 
pagans  for  offering  sacrifices  to  their  idols,  and  up- 
braiding the  Emperor  Maxentius,  to  his  face,  with 
the  most  flagrant  acts  of  tyranny  and  oppression. 

♦26.  1799.— DR.  JOSEPH   BLACK    DIED, 

The  celebrated  chemist,  in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 
His  discoveries  will  entitle  him  to  the  admiration  of 
succeeding  ages,  while  his  amiability  of  disposition, 
and  elegant  accomplishments,  will  ensure  his  being 
remembered  by  the  virtuous,  and  those  votaries  of 
the  Fine  Arts  which  refine  and  embellish  life.  He 
expired  without  convulsion,  shock,  or  stupor;  sit- 
ting at  table  with  his  usual  fare,  a  few  prunes,  some 
bread,  and  a  measured  quantity,  of  milk  diluted  with 
water ;  having  the  cup  in  his  hands,  and  feeling  the 
vital  powers  quickly  ebbing,  he  set  it  down  on  his 
knees,  which  were  joined  together,  and  kept  it  steady 
with  his  hand.  In  this  attitude  he  expired  without 
struggle  or  groan,  or  even  a  writhe  on  his  counte- 
nance. 

27.— ADVENT  SUNDAY. 

This  and  the  three  sabsequent  Sundays  which  pre- 
cede the  grand  festival  of  Christmas  take  their  name 
from  the  Latin  advenire,  to  come  into;  or  from  the 
word  adventtts,  an  approach. 

30. — SAINT   ANDREW. 

Andrew  was  the  son  of  Jonas,  a  fisherman  atBeth- 
saida,  and  younger  brother  of  Peter.  He  was  con- 
demned to  be  crucified  on  a  cross  of  the  form  of  an  X ; 
and,  that  his  death  might  be  more  lingering,  he  was 
fastened  with  cords.  The  Order  of  the  Thistle  is 
described  in  T.  T.  for  1816,  p.  283.— See  also  T.  T. 
for  1820,  p.  S^,  for  some  poetry  on  the  subject. 

Saint  Andrew  is  the  tutelary  saint  of  Scotland, 
and  accordingly  his  f£te  is  still  celebrated  in  that 
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part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  A  procession,  which 
took  place  on  the  30th  of  November,  1823,  at  a 
border  town>  is  thus  described : — First  came  a  band 
of  music,  then  four  or  five  young  men,  with  drawn 
swords  and  in  kilts ;  and,  next,  St.  Andrew,  on  a 
white  charger,  with  blue  robe  and  bonnet,  and  a  most 
saint-like  quantum  of  white  flowing  beard;  the  rear 
was  brought  up  by  fifteen  or  sixteen  smart  well-made 
fellows  in  dress  and  order  similar  to  those  who  led 
the  van.  In  this  style,  the  mimic  tutelary  saint  of 
Scotland  was  escorted  through  Scotch  and  English 
streets,  to  the  lodging  of  the  commanding  officer^ 
where  his  samtship  made  a  long  speech  in  broad 
Scotch  doggrel  rhyme.  The  captain  very  politely 
came  down  and  saluted  his  venerable  visitor,  and 
was  presented  with  snuff  in  a  spoon,  taken  from  a 
mull  large  enough  for  Pomona's  cornucopia.  These 
important  ceremonies  were  concluded  by  a  proces- 
sion round  the  town. 

Saint  Andrew  is  the  pakon  saint  of  tailors  and 
sempstresses.  The  tailors  have  produced  some  eminent 
men,  notwithstanding  the  silly  jokes  against  them, 
that  it  requires  ^nine  tailors  to  make  a  man,' and 
that  fliey  *  live  upon  cabbage '.'  Stow  and  Speed, 
the  celebrated  antiquaries,  were  both  tailors;  and 
records  might  be  produced  of  many  other  learned 
men,  who  have  not  only  clothed  the  bodies,  but 
furnished  the  minds,  of  their  customers  with  '  food 


*  *  Bacon  and  cabbage/  and  '  cabbage  and  bacon'  for  variety's 
sake,  are  certainly  pretty  pastoral  food,  and  are  common  enough, 
even  now-a-day  s,  among  our  rustic  gourmands  with  whom '  digestion 
waits  on  appetite,  and  health  on  both^'  but  why  the  same. food 
should  be  selected  for  a  whole  6raternity,  whose  occupation  is  en- 
tirely sedentary,  and  whose  members  are,  in  consequence,  much 
subject  to  dyspepsy,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  discover:  —  but  let  us 
gravely  ask,  are  we  assured  of  the  fact,  that  the  modem  race  of 
tailors  still  commit  *  a  daily  and  furious  onset  on  their  favourite 
mess*  of  the  hnutica  oZerocea— or,  in  plain  English,  that  they  do  or 
can  live  ilpon  cabbage  f  We  speak  this  with  respect  of  a  useful  class 
of  men. 
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convenient  for  them/ — ^We  shall  mention  two  learned 
tailors^  ivhode  names  would  do  honour  to  any  pro- 
fession. (1.)  RoBEBT  Hill,  a  native  of  Tring,  in 
Hertfordshire,  who  died  in  1777,  taught  himself  I^tiu, 
Greek,  and  Hebrew,  and  was  the  author  of  Remarks 
on  '  Berkeley's  Essay  on  Spirit/  *  The  Character  of 
a  Jew,'  and  *  Criticisms  on  Job/  (2.)  Henry  Wild, 
Professor  of  the  Oriental  Languages  in  the  City  of 
Norwich  about  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  was  bound  apprentice  to  a  tailor^  wi&  whom 
he  served  seven  years,  and  afterwards  worked  as  a 
journeyman  for  the  same  period.  During  ttiis  time«  he 
taught  himself  Hebrew.,  and  by  dint  of  continual  ap- 
plication^ and  almost  unparalleled  industry,  he  added 
the  knowledge  of  aU,  or  the  much  greater  part,  of  the 
Oriental  Languages  to  that  of  the  Hebrew.  But  he 
still  laboured  in  obscurity,  till  he  was  accidentally 
discovered  by  the  worthy  Dean  Prideaux,  who,  partly 
at  his  own  expense,  and  partly  by  a  subscription, 
sent  him  to  Oxford,  where,  though  he  was  never  a 
member  of  the  University,  he  was,  by  Uie  Dean's  in- 
terest, admitted  into  the  Bodleian  Library,  and  em- 
ployed for  some  years  in  translating  or  miaking  ex- 
tracts from  Oriental  MSS.  AU  the  hours  that  the 
library  was  open  he  constantly  attended;  when  it  was 
shut,  he  employed  most  of  his  leisure  time  in  teach- 
ing the  Oriental  Languages  to  yonng  gentlemen,  at 
the  moderate  price  of  half  ^a-guinea  a  language,  ex- 
cept for  the  Arabic,  for  which  he  had  a  guinea. — 
About  1720,  he  removed  to  London,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  under  the  patronage  of  the 
famous  Dr.  Mead.  The  only  work  which  he  publish- 
ed appeared  in  1734,  and  was  a  translation  from  the 
Arabic  of  *  Al-Mesra,  or  Mahomet's  Journey  to  Hea- 
ven.'— See  a  further  account  of  Hill  and  Wood  in  the 
Selections  from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  vol.  iii, 
pp.  264-269. 
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'  Astronomy  b  not  only  Taliiable  as  it  affords  us  such  exalted 
ideas  of  QoDand  his  works,  but  it  also  improves  the  mind,  and  in- 
creases the  force  and  penetration  of  the  hnman  understanding.  For 
by  means  of  this  science,  we  are  taaght  to  discover  the  spring  and 
fooDtain  of  aU  celestial  motions,  and  to  follow  the  footsteps  of  the 
Creator  through  the  immeifse  regions  of  his  empire,' 

BOHNYCASTLE. 

Solar  Phenomena. 
The  Son  enters  Sagittarius  at  16  m.  after  1  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  22d  of  liiis  month,  and  he  rises  and 
set  daring  the  same  period  as  in  the  foUowing 

TABLE 

Of  the  Sun*8  Rising  and  Setting  for  every  fifth  Day., 

November  Ist,  Sun  rises  12  m.  after  7.    Sets  48  m.  after 

6th, 20 7   40 

nth, 39     7 21 

16th, 37 7 23 

2l8t,   45 7   15 ; 

26th, 51  .......  7 9 

Equation  of  Time, 
When  the  time  of  the  day  has  been  observed  by  a 
good  sun-dial,  and  it  is  required  to  find  the  hour  that 
should  be  indicated  by  a  well  regulated  clock  at  the 
same  moment,  the  correction  must  be  made  as  spe- 
cified in  the  following 

TABLE 

Of  the  EquaJtion  of  Time  for  every  fifth  Day. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  Ist,  from  the  time  hy  the  dial  mh,  16  15 

Sunday, 6th, 16  11 

Friday, Uth, 15  46 

WedQe8day,...16th, 15  0 

Monday, 2l8t, 13  53 

Saturday, 26th, 12  27 

Lunar  Phenomena. 

The  lovely  Moon  serenely  shone 

Lake  some  fair  eastern  queen  on  high, 

While  stars,  whose  light  proud  day  miglit  own, 
Were  0xed  in  silent  glory  nigli, 

And  each  bright  orb  around  her  throne 
Poured  streams  of  sliver  down  the  sky. 

Literary  Gazette, 
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Phases  of  the  Moon. 

Last  Quarter,.  •  3d  day,  at  2L  va,  after    61q  tbe  evenmg 

NewMooo, .  •  .'10th  .......  13 9  in  the  morning 

First  Quarter,  17th  .......  31 11 

Full  Moou^  . .  35th 12 4  in  the  afternoon. 

Eclipse  of  the  Moon. 
The  Moon  will  be  eclipsed  on  the  2dth  of  this 
month>  and  the  eclipse  will  be  partly  visible  in  this 
country.  The  circamstances  under  which  it  will  take 
place  are  the  following :  viz. 

h.  m.  «. 

Beginning  of  the  eclipse 3  24  45 

Moon  rises  eclipsed  at 4    1     O 

.     Ecliptic  conjunction  • 4  11  45 

Middle  of  the  eclipse «....-...  4  22    0 

End  of  the  eclipse 5  19    0 

Digits  eclipsed  20  37'  on  the  Moon'a 
southern  limb,  or  from  the  northern 
side  of  the  Earth's  shadow. 

'  Moon's  Passage  over  th^M^ndianf 
The  Hobnwill  pass  the  first  meridian  of  this  country 
at  the  following  times  daring  this  month;  which  will 
aflford  oppottunities  for  observatioh  if  the  weather 
be  favourable :  viz. 

November    3d,   at  49  m.   after  5  in  the  morning 

4th,  ..  30 6 

5th,  ..  30 7 

6th,  •.  21 8 

7th,  .:  13 9  

15th,  . .  52 4  in  the  afternoon 

16th,  ..  39 5 • 

17th,  ..  24 6 

18th,  ..     6 7 

19th,  ..47..; 7 

20th,. ...28 8 w... 

21gt,  .,►  10  ..^.....  9 

22d,    ...53 10 

.    .    ..    23d,.  ..  39 10 

TABLE 

Of  the  Time  of  High  Water  at  London  for  every  fifth 
Day. 

Morning.  4fUmoon, 

November  Ist,  at  22  m.  after  5  » 45  m.  after   5 

6th,  ..  10    10 50    10 

11th,  ..  51    ......    2 15    3 

16th,  ..  27    6 52    6 

2l8t,  .;  19    ......11 19    ......  11 

.26th,  ..57    2 57    2 
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Phenomena  Planbtarum. 
Phases  of  Venus. 

This  planet  is  now  fast  approaching  the  point  of 
her  utmost  illumination^  bift^  on  account  of  her  great 
distance  from  the  earth,  this  \^  by  no  means  that  of 
her  greatest  brilUaAcy*  The  prppprt^ons  pf  her  phases 
are, 

November  1st,  {SLT^^r^r.'*  Z  TslTe 

Eclipse  pf  Jupiteir^s  SaiellUes, 

The  following  eclipses  of  Jupiter^s  first  and  second 
satellites  will  be  yisible  this  month ; — 

ImmersUms. 

First  Satellite,  3d  day,  at  17  m.  45  s.  after  6  in  the  momiDg 

11th 39  ..43 2 ... 

ISth 33  ..  10 4 

Sfith. 26  ..35....*...     6 

27th......  54  ..45 0 ,....,.. 

Second  Satellite,  dth 56  ..  40  •••.•....     2.... 

12th 30..    0 5 

29th 4  53  ..43 llatnight. 

Conjunction  of  the  Moon  with  the  Planets  and  Stars* 

November  10th,  with  Mercury  .  •  •  at    7  in  the  evening 
11th,  . . .  •  t  -in  Scotpio,       5  in  the  morning 
15th,  ....  0  in  Capricorn,  3  in  the  afternoon 
94th,  .  •  • .  tin  AtieSy         11  in  the  noming 
25tby  ....Satttni,  0  at  midnight. 

Mercury  will  be  in  his  superior  conjunction  at 
30  m.  after  4  in  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  this  month. 
The  ottier  occurrences.iureiiot  sufficiently  itnportant 
to  be  recorded  in  this  place. 
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To  the  Evening  Star. 

:  .    ^'  } 

Clouds  float  around  to  houoor  thee,  and  Evening 

Lingers  in  .hesveu.,  Southey* 

When  from  the  blue  sky  traces  of  the  daylight 
Fade,  and  the  night  winds  sigh  from  the  ocean. 
Then  on  thy  watch-tower  beautiful  thou  shinest, 
St%r  of  the  Eveniog. 

Homewards  weary  mi^  plods  from  his  labour; 
From  the  dim  vale  comes  the  low  of  the  oxen, 
Still  are  woodf,  and  the  wings  of  the  small  birds 

.   '    Folded  in  slumber. 
Thou  art  the  lover's  star !  thou  to  his  fondiieurt 
Ecstasy  bequeathest ;  for  beneath  thy  soil  ri^ 
Underneath  the  green  trees,  down  by  the  river,  he 
Waits  for  his  fair  one. 

Thou  to  the  sad  heart  beacon  art  of  solace, 
Kindly  the  mourner  .turns  bis  gaze  to  thee, 
Pait  joys  awakening,  thou  bidd'st  him  be  of  comfort^     . 
'  Smiling  in  silence. 

. .  Star  .of  the  mariner !  .when  the  dreary  ocean 
.  Welters  around  .him,  and.  the  breeze  is  moaning, 
'  -Fondly  he  deems  ^bii  thy  bright  ^eye  is  dwelling 
• •  On  his  home  afar  off.* 

'  On  ihe'deai;cqtfage)  where  sit  by 'the  warm  hearth, 
Tbinking  of  the  absent,  hi's'wife  and  his  dear  babes. 
In  bis  i(Bar>HUi4ilig  4>e  fauflA  of  their  voices 
Steals  like  a  zephyr.  ,  . 

Farewell,, thou  bright  stlir !  when  woe  .ai|d,'aqguish 
Hung. on  sny^heart  «nth  a  heanry  and  sad  ioad. 
When  Bot  a  hoe  on  the  changed  earth  .was  friendly. 
Changeless  didst  thou  smile. 

Soon  shall  the  day  come,  soon  shall  the  ni^ht  flee. 

Thou  dost  usher  In  darkness  and  day-light, 

Glitterest  ihrougti  the  storm,  and  mid  the  blaze  of  moming 

Mdtest  in  gloi7« 
Thus  though  this  dark  eardi  holds  on  the  good  man. 
Misfortune  and  malice  tarnish  not  his  glory ; 
Soon  the  goal  is  won,  and  the  star  of  our  being 

Mingles  with  heayen. 

D.  M.  MOIIU 
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A  Nbw  Hydrometer, 
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l%e  foUowing  description  of  a  new  Hydrometer 
hM^teentiansinitted  te  iisy  and  ivhich  we  insert  to 
exercise  the  ingenuity  of  our  young  readers  injts 
construction. — This  instrument  consists  of  a  plaidc, 
three  feet  in  length  and  one  in  breadth^  having  in  the 
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middle  a  small  cl^ft^  or  cut^  eightef^n  inches  long^ : 
along  this  cleft  a  little  gilded  son,  or  any  other  or- 
nament, rises  and  descends,  agreeable  to  the  change 
that  is  made  in  the  air,  from  moist  to  dry,  and  firom 
dry  to  moist;  and  ^arks,  by  means  of  a  needle,  the 
degree  of  drought  or  moisture  qn  the  two  divisions 
that  are  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  cleft,  and  marked 
D.  M.  The  division  which  marks  the  change  firom 
dry  to  moist  has  its  progression  from  above  down- 
wards, and  the  other,  on  the  contrary,  from  below 
upwards.  The  needle,  by  which  the  little  sun  marks 
the  degrees,  has  this  peculiar  property,  that  upon  die 
least  change  that  happens  from  dry  to  moist,  it  gives 
a  hidf  turn,  and  carries  the  longest  of  its  ends  on  that 
division  which  goes  from  below  upwards,  or  that 
which  goes  fi'om  above  downwards,  following  the 
change  that  is  made  from  moist  to  dry,  or  from  dry 
to  moist,  while  its  other  end  marks  the  opposite  di- 
vision. 

These  two  divisions  contain  twelve  spaces  or  de- 
grees ;  and  to  mark  more  precisely,  even  to  the  least 
change,  there  is,  under  the  cleft,  a  circle  marked  on  its 
border  with  two  divisions  of  sixty  parts  each,  the  pro- 
gressions of  which  are  opposite ;  and  in  the  middle  of 
this  circle  there  is  another  needle  which  goes  the 
whole  round,  whilst  the  little  sun  passes  one  of  the 
twelve  divisions  or  degrees,  either  rising  or  falling, 
and  so  shows,  on  the  border  of  its  circle,  the  parts 
or  minutes  of  each  of  these  degrees. 

The  origin  of  the  changes  that  are  observed  in  this 
instrument  is  nothing  more  than  several  litUe  cords 
or  pieces  of  twine  artificially  placed  on  pulleys  be- 
hind the  board,  which  cords,  shortening  or  lengthen- 
ing as  the  air  becomes  dry  or  moist,  causes  the  orna- 
mental sun  to  rise  or  fall,  and  the  needle  wiihia  tfie 
circle  to  turn  sometimes  on  the  one  side>  andMme- 
times  on  the  other. 
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For  NOVEMBER  1825. 

How  chill  and  cheerless  is  this  barren  scene ! 

With  haze  and  cloud  the  pale  sky  ever  glooms, 

And  the  shorn  Sun,  with  powerless  ray,  illumes 
Forest  and  field,  where  beauty  erst  hath  been. 
The  golden  grain  and  honied  clover-flowers 

Have  disappeared ;  and,  on  the  breezes  borne, 

Sere  yellow  leaves  from  the  dark  branches  torn 
Dance  dizzily  amoi^g  the  faded  bowers  3-~ 
Prone  o*er  the  steep  its  swoln  and  muddy  tide, 

From  bleak  and  barren  hills,  the  river  pours. 

And,  downward  to  the  ocean  as  it  roars. 
Washes  lone  perished  flowers  on  either  side  : 

Above — beneath — the  wandering  eye  dfeplores 
Ravage  and  ruin,  everywhere  descried ! ! 

D.    M*    MOI'R. 

November  is  generally  allowed  to  be  one  of  the 
darkest  and  most  dreary  months  in  the  year^  arising 
from  the  lowness  of  the  clouds,  the  small  power  the 
Sun's  rays  have  in  rarifying  the  exhalations  from 
the  earth,,  from  the  humidity  of  the  air  near  its  sur- 
face during  the  continuance  of  westerly  winds,  and 
the  consequent  obstructions  of  the  sunshine.  The 
November  of  1823,  however,  formed  a  very  striking 
contrast  to  the  two  preceding  Novembers  in  respect 
to  the  quantity  of  rain  that  fell.  There  were  only 
six  or  seven  slightly  frosty  mornings,  and  the  latter 
part  of  Uie  month  was  distinguished  for  its  mildness 
and  the  re-appearance  of  the  common  flies  from  their 
winter  retreat.  The  garden  also  was  gay  with  autum- 
nal flowers  ;  but  too  often,  however,  in  this  gloomy 
month, 

tangled  walks 
And  leaHess  boughs,  that  to  the  wintry  air 
Lift  up  their  heads,  all  shelterless  and  bare. 
Alone  are  left  of  Summer's  ^audy  store. 

O.   M.   HOIR. 

and  we  are  led  to  exclaim  with  the  anonymous  author 
of  the  following  pretty  lines. 
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Where  are  now  the  dreaming  flowers. 

Which  of  old  were  wont  to  lie, 
Looking  upwapds  at  the  hoars^ 

In  the  pale  bine  sky  ? 

Where's  the  once  red  regal  rose? 

And  the  lihfy  love-encfaAnted  ? 
And  ihtpensie  which  arose 

Like  a  thought  earth-planted  ? 

Some  are  withered — some  are  dead — 

Others  now  have  no  perfume ; 
This  doth  hang  its  sullen  head, 

That  hath  lost  its  bloom. 

Passions,  such  as  nourish  strife 

In  our  blood,  and  quick  decay, 
Hang  upon  the  flower's  life 

Till  it  fades  away. 

New  Montkljii  Magazine, 

Although  November  is  usually  dull  and  cheerless, 
yet  there  are  some  intervals  of  clear  and  pleasant 
weather :  the  mornings  are  occasionally  sharp,  but 
the  hoar-frost  is  soon  dissipated  by  the  Sun,  and  a 
fine  open  day  follows.  There  is  a  soothing  mildness 
in  these  last  ^  lingering  looks'  of  Autumn,  pecuUarly 
grateful  to  the  feelings — and  possessing  a  melancholy 
but  pleasing  influence.  The  fields  and  inclosures 
are  cleared  of  their  harvest  treasure,  and  the  web  of 
the  gossamer  extends  in  unbroken  and  floating  path- 
way over  stubble  and  lea.  Vegetation  is  every  where 
passing  rapidly  into  decay ;  and  the  solitary  plaintive 
chirp  of  the  robin '  accords  well  with  the  withered 
fern  and  seared  leaf,— with  that  sombre  aspect  of 
colouring,  which  tree  and  forest  every  where  put  on. 


*  When  we  list  to  the  hermit  roJrin  singing 

With  a  warning  voice  mid  fading  bowefi, 
Think  we  not  then  how  life  is  winging 

On  to  the  tomb  which  must  soon  be  ours ! 
The  past— the  past>  like  a  mournful  story. 

Lies  traced  on  the  map  of  thought  unfurled  ; 
And  the  future  reveals  the  promised  glory 

Of  unending  Spring  in  another  world. 

D.    IT.   MOia. 
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On  an  Autumn  Leaf. 
Thou,  Autamn  Leaf,  as  low  I  see 

Thy  li^fat  form  torn  from  yon  lorn  bougb, 
I  weep — for  faitbfai  memory 

Tells  what  thou  wert,  tho'  withered  now. 
Thou'rt  like  my  hopes,  that  blossomed  fair. 

Ere  life  was  half  obscured  with  grief; 
But  love  flew  by — then  came  despair, 

And  each  hope  withered  like  thy  leaf. 

RICHARD  RYAX. 

The  month  of  November^  surrounded  as  it  is  by 
the  *  ruins  of  the  year/  may  be  said  to  be  peculiarly 
*  devoted  to  contemplation :' — ^we  naturally  surrender 
ourselves  to  the  quietude  of  a  serious  thoughtfulness, 
and  deep  and  interesting  impressions  are  borne  home 
upon  the  hearty  in  every  breath  that  soothes,  in  every 
beam  that  gilds,  and  in  every  variety  of  colouring  that 
adorns  the  landscape.  Now,  in  the  beautiful  lan- 
guage of  the  poet. 

The  shertening  day  its  crimson  eye 

Closes  in  haste,  a  calm  delight  it  yields 

To  wander  lonely  through  the  twilight  fields. 
And  mark  the  eyentng  star  gleam  out  on  high ! 
While,  moumfaliy,  a  twilight  mantle  lowers 

On  hill  and  vale,  dim  forest,  and  blue  stream ; 

And  cottage  windows,  with  a  casual  gleam. 
Speak  of  domestic  peace.— Oh,  fading  bowers ! 

Oh,  shortening  days!  and  nights  of  dreary  length  ^ 
How  emblematic  of  the  fate  of  man 

Are  ye,  and  of  his  fast  declining  strength, 
His  chequered  lot,  frail  life,  and  fleeting  span! 
Thousands  have  falFn  since  joyous  spring  began 

Its  smiling  c6Urse, — say,  shall  the  next  be  ours! 

D.   M.  MOIR. 

But  to  return  to  our  Diary  of  the  appearances  of 
Nature  in  this  month  ;  it  is,  like  the  intervals  of  fine 
weather  in  November,  brief  indeed,  and  may  be  told 
in  a  few  lines.  The  Virginia-creeper  has  now  a  very 
rich  and  beautiful  appearance.  Mushrooms  are  col- 
lected in  abundance  tbis  month :  see  p.  201  of  this 
volume.  The  congregating  of  small  birds,  whi(;h  was 
notteed  as  commencing  in  October,  still  continues; 
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and  the  long-tailed  titmouse  is  seen  in  troops  in  the  tall 
hedge-rows.  The  stock-doye,  one  of  the  latest  winter 
birds  of  passage,  arrires  from  more  northern  regions 
towards  the  end  of  this  monfh.  Moles  now  make 
their  nests,  where  they  lodge  daring  the  winter,  and 
which  are  ready  for  depositing  their  young  in  the 
spring. 

Now  our  fashionable  birds  of  passage  begin  to  take 
flight  from  tiieir  country  seats  to  the  sea-side,  there 
to  pass  this  and  the  succeeding  months  of  December 
and  January,  unannoyed  (as  they  say)  by  *  trades- 
people andsuch-like  vermin;'  and  then  return  to  spend 
the  WINTER  (from  February  to  July)  in  the  great, 
smoky  Babel,  -ycleped  London  *. 

November  by  the  Sea-Side  is  well  described  in  one 
of  the  series  of  beautiful  sonnets  on  this  month,  pub- 
lished some  time  since^  in  Blackwoods  Magazine. 

A  dim  blae  haziness  overhangs  the  sea, 
While  here  and  there,  upon  the  sorgy  fide, 
With  bellied  sails,  the  vessels,  dim  descried, 

Against  the  opposing  blast  toil  heavily : 

■  The  afternoon  and  evening  pursuits  of  the  fashionable  exqui- 
site (for  the  mornings  he  devotes  to  Somnus)  are  admirably  pour- 
tray  ed  in  the  following  highly  descriptive  lines:-— 

His  afternoons  he  passed  in  visits,  luncheons, 
Lounging  and  boxing;  and  the  twilight  hour 
In  riding  round  the  PaTks.<— 

«  «  • 

Then  dress,  then  dinner,  then  awakes  the  world ! 

Then  glare  the  lamps,  then  whirl  the  wheels,  then  roar 
Through  street  and  square  fast-flashing  chariots  hurled 

like  harnessed  meteors ;  then  along  the  floor 
Chalk  mimics  painting  5  then  festoons  are  tw  irled  ; 

Then  roll  the  brazen  thunders  of  the  door, 
Which  opens  to  the  thousand  happy  few 
An  earthly  paradise  of  *  Or-Molu ! » 
There  stands  the  noble  hostess,  nor  shall  sink     * 

With  the  three-thousandth  curtsey. 
♦  «  * 

Saloon,  room,  hall,  overflow  beyond  their  brink, 

And  long  the  latest  of  arrivals  halts, 
'Midst  royal  dukes  and  dames  condemned  to  climb. 
And  gain  an  inch  of  staircase  at  a  time. . 
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On  sullen  wing  tbe  sea-gull  wheels  away 
To  isles  remote,  in  crevice  dank  to  dwell 
Of  bleakest  rock,  beyond  the  utmost  swell 

Of  billow,  lashing  high  its  dizzy  spray : — 

The  wild  waves  curl  their  bleak,  and  foamy  heads ; 
From  the  cold  north  the  wind  impatient  raves ; 
Tumultuous  murmurs  through  the  ocean  caves 

Ring  dismal ;  while  the  gloomy  tempest*spreads 
Athwart  the  joyless  deep ;  the  showers  down  pour, 
Toss  the  rough  main,  and  drench  the  sandy  shore. 

D.  M*  MOIR. 


DESCRIPTION  0/ CULINARY  VEGETABLES. 

[Con tinned  from  page  273.] 

Samphire  {crithmum  maritimum). — ^This  aquatic 
herb^  when  pickled^  is  very  agreeable  to  the  palate ; 
and  is  gathered  upon  our  shores  and  used  as  a  pot- 
herb by  the  inhabitants  of  the  sea  coast.  The  sort 
commonly  called  the  golden  samphire,  grows  upon  flat 
ground  just  overflowed  by  salt  water,  whereas  the 
best  kind  is  only  found  in  the  crevices  of  lofty  rocks, 
and  generally  in  dangerous  places;  to  this  Shak- 
speare  alludes: — 

How  fearful 
And  dizzy  'tis  to  cast  one's  eyes  so  low ! 
The  crows  and  choa^hs  that  wing  the  midway  air 
Show  scarce  so  gross  as  beetles :  halfway  down 
Hangs  one  that  gathers  samphire ;  dreadfal  trade ! 
Metbinks  he  ^eems  no  bigger  thi^i  his  head. 

Samphire  may  be  propagated  either  by  seeds  or 
by  parting  the  roots,  and,  if  planted  on  a  moist  gra- 
velly soil,  will  thrive  tolerably  well,  and  may  be  pre- 
served for  some  years ;  but  it  will  grow  best  when 
rooted  into  a  wall,  or  upon  artificial  rock-work,  [t 
has  a  warm  aromatic  flavour,  and  is  reckoned  a  good 
stomachic.  From  the  ashes  of  this  maritime  plant 
the  salt  called  atkali  is  extracted ;  and  they  also  make 
the  best  soap  when  formed  into  a  ley  and  boiled  with 
oil. 

ScALLioN. — See  Onion. 

SBATKALB'{€rafii&€  maritima J  is  now  a  common 
c  c 
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vegetable  in  Covent  Garden  market,  but  in  France 
it  is  nearly  unknown :  it  is  a  hardy  perennial^  is 
found  in  its  wild  state  on  various  parts  of  our  shores, 
and  has,  from  time  inmiemorial,  been  eaten  by  the 
common  people  on  the  western  coasts  of  Britain. 
The  young  spring  shoots  and  the  stalks  of  the  un- 
folding leaves,  blanched  by  risings  through  the  natu- 
ral ground  in  a  wild  state,  or  by  earthing  up  in  gar* 
dens,  are  the  parts  used,  and  when  boiled  and  dressed 
like  asparagus,  are  considered  not  inferior  to  that 
vegetable.  TTiey  form  also  an  excellent  ingredient 
in  soups.  Sea-kale  cannot  easily  be  overdone  in 
cooking;  but  it  should  be  thoroughly  drained,  and 
suffered  to  remain  a  few  minutes  before  the  fire  to 
dry.  It  is  generally  and  best  raised  from  seed,  of 
which  if  sown  to  transplant,  for  a  seed-bed  four  feet 
by  nine  (sown  in  drills  a  foot  apart  by  eight  inches  in 
the  row),  two  ounces  will  suffice ;  if  sown  to  remain, 
then  the  same  quantity  will  serve  for  a  plot  five  feet 
by  fifteen,  sown  in  drills  two  feet  apart.  Plantations 
may  also  be  formed  by  detaching  rooted  offset-shoots 
from  established  plants,  or  by  cuttings  of  the  roots, 
leaving  about  two  eyes  to  each  cutting.  The  last 
fortnight  of  March  and  the  1st  of  April  comprises 
the  best  time  for  putting  in  seed  or  cuttings,  and  re- 
moving plants.  A  light,  dry^  moderately  rich  mould 
of  a  loose  texture  suits  it  best.  By  forcing,  sea^kale 
may  be  had  in  perfection  from  November  to  May. — 
See  Loudon's  Encyclopedia,  art.  3906. 

SHALtOT.—iSee  Onion. 

SoRRBL.—iSe€  Salads.    ' 

Spinach,  or  Spin  age  {spinacia  oleracea). — THAs 
pot-herb  has  been  known  from  time  immemorial  in 
Spain.  It  is  faearly  tasteless,  very  inoffensiv«>  and 
an  extremely  wholesome  vegetable  far  persons  in  the 
decline  of  life,  and  for  all  who  are  troubled  with 
constipation.  Both  it  and  sorrel  should  be  boiled, 
if  possible,  in  silver,  as  it  is  very  dangerous  to  cook 
them  in  brass  or  copper.    They  also  make  an  agree-  ~ 
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able  mixture  together,  and  need  no  more  water  to 
boil  tbem  than  will  adheie  to  their  leaves  when  they 
are  washed,  to  be  cooked.  The  spinage  seed  should 
be  sown  upon  an  open  spot  of  ground,  in  wet  weather, 
at  the  beginning  of  August.  .  As  soon  as  they  show 
four  leaves,  hoe,  weed,  and  part  thein  to  four  inches 
asunder:  five  weeks  after  that  hoe. them  again,  then 
keep  (hem  free  from  weeds,  and  in  October  they  will 
be  fit  for  use.  At  first  take  off  the  largest  outer  leaves^ 
and  continue  so  to  crop  each  plant  all  the  winter  and 
spring,  till  that  sown  in  the  spring  has  come  to  matu- 
rity, which  will  geperally  be  in  the  month  of  April. 

The  n.ame  of  this  olm  alludes  to  the  shape  of  its 
leaf,  which  resembles  a  thprn,  spina,  or  the  head  of 
an  arrow  or  spear.  Np  dish  of  the  Idiad  of  herbs  is 
more  palatable  than  this,  when  fried  with  as  much 
fresh  butter  as  it  can  absojb,  with  chopped  onion, 
pepper,  salt  and  nutmeg,  the  spinage  makes  its  ap^ 
pearance  upon  the  table.  Lozenge  pieces  of  fried 
bread  will  bastion  the  dish,  iJieir  yellowish  hue  con- 
trasting most  elegantly  with  the  deep  green  of  the  spi- 
nach. This  warm  and  pleasing  herb  came  over  from 
Holland  two  centuries  ago,  but  was  not  introduced 
into  French  dishes  till  full  fifty  years  before. 

The  Garden  Oraqh  {atriplex  hortensis),  of  which 
there  are  several  varieties,  was  formerly  used  with 
other  herbs,  especially  spinage,  to  make  pottage.  It 
is  still  a  favourite  in  France,  because  its  qualities 
are  very  similar  to  those  of  spinage.  It  may  be  sown 
at  Michaelmas,  or  early  in  the  spring ;  and  only  re- 
quires occasional  hoeing,  weeding,  and  thinning,  when 
too  close.  It  will  be  ripe  in  August,  and  must  be 
eaten  while  young,  otherwise  it  turns  tough  and  good 
for  nothing. 

Thyme  (thymus  vulgaris), — Garden  thyme  is  dis- 
tinguished from  the  wild  sort  by  being  more  hoary 
and  woody ;  the  leaves  also  ar^  whiter  a^d  narrower, 
and  the  flowers  smaller.  All  the  varieties,  however, 
have  an  agreeable  arpmatic  smell,  and  a  warm  pun- 
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gent  taste.  Their  culinary  use  is  principally  for  broths 
and  ragouts;  also  to  savour  meats,  and  render  fliem 
more  relishing.  The  Spaniards » infuse  them  in  the 
pickle  wifli  which  they  preserve  jtheir  jolives ;  they 
also  use  a  decoction  of  thyme  in  washing  out  their 
wine  vessels. 

The  Lemmrthyme  is  less  pungent  than  the  comsion 
garden  thyme,  but  much  more  grateful ;  it  is  used  as 
a  seasoning  for  veal  and  other  meats  where  lemon- 
peel  would  otherwise  be  required.  Thyme  grows  in 
its  natural  state  on  arijd,  hilly  situations,  and  also  OQ 
banks,  which  Shakspeare  observed, 

*  I  know  a  bank  whereon  the  wild  thyme  blows.* 

When  intended  to  be  reserved  for  winter  use,  it 
should  be  cut  while  in  blossom,  and  hung  up  in  the 
shade  to  dry.  The  wild  thyme  makes  a  neat  border 
for  cottage  gardens,  and  will  last  many  years  when 
occasionally  cut.  It  yields  camphor  by  distillation, 
and  is  very  grateful  and  refreshing  to  those  who  are 
afflicted  with  nervous  disorders. 

We  subjoin  some  poetical  tributes  to  this  agreeable 
herb.  Shenstone  calls  it  ^pun-provoking  thyme;' 
Rucellai,  in  his  *Bees/  a  poem,  says  that  *  Nature 
made  it  on  purpose  for  them  to  make  honey  of,'  and 
designates  it  as 

the  humble  creeping  thyme, 
Which,  with  a  thousand  roots,  curling  and  crisp, 
Goes  decking  the  green  earth  with  drapery. 

Armstrong,  in  directingthe  choice  of  a  site  on  which 
to  build  a  residence,  says, 

Mark  where  the  dry  champaign 
Swells  into  cheerful  hills,  where  marjoram 
And  thyme,  the  love  of  bees,  perfume  the.  air. 

*  ♦  » 

for  in  the  thirsty  soil 
Most  fragrant  breathe  the  aromatic  tribes. 

And  Dyer,  in  his  'Fleece/  says. 

On  spacious  airy  downs  and  gentle  hills, 
.  With  grass  and  thyme  o'erspread,  and  clover  ^wild^ 
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Where  suiliog'  PfaoebuB  tetbpen  tvety  bieeee, 
The  (iMrest  flocks  rejoioe**— -;- 
The  closc-woTen  carpet  graze,  where  Nature  blends 
FlowVets  and  herbage  of  minutest  size, 
Innoxious  luxury.— ^- 

ToMATo^—iSee  Lovb-Applb, 

Truffle. — See  Mushroom* 

Turnip  (brassica  rapq).-r-Tids  ^Ivaluable  root,  so 
benetfiicial  to  man  and  beast^  has  been  brought  to  thje 
greatei^t  perfeetipn  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  whiere 
the  alternate  fields  of  wheat  and  turnips,  and  turnipis 
and  wheat,  in  the  highest  stf^t^  of  coltiyation,  present 
a  mqst  delightful  spectacle^  extr^piely  grateful  to  ih^ 
Visual,  as  veil  as  ttie  olfactory  nerves  of  the  traveller,; 
and  compensate,  in  some  measure,  for  the  absence  of 
tiie  picturesque  in  this  truly  s^gripultural  county.  But 
farming  in  St^olk  should  not  be  overlooked;  itr^nks 
next  to  Norfolk  in  this  respect,  and  alsp  presents 
some  most  deligbtf\il  sites  and  views,  fs^r  surpassing 
those  in  itsne^hbouring  cpiiinty — wbi<^b^g^n '  bear^ 
the  bell'  in  turkeys  and  '  gpod.  living'r-^and  their  fit- 
ting accompaniment,  genujoiQ  EnglisVhospitality.-r 
The  turnip  appears  to  he  a  |i£^tiye,of  botli  Engl^md  ^d 
France.  It  not  only  yie}ds  noiirishmen^'for  ti^e  humian 
species,  but  enriches.the  otherwise  uselessf  so|l  where 
it  is  sown,  and  furnishes  the  farmpv^i^  Qatt)e  wit)i  win^ 
ter  food.  The  l^rge  gre^^topped  turnip  is  tjie  most 
esteemed  for  the  kitcl^en.  The  i^xt  is  the  red  or 
purple7j;oppedi  bi^t  |t  soon  becomes  striAgy.  Tl)ie 
€arfy  jDuteAtun^p  is  chiefl][  sown  in  the*  sprioig,  to- 
supply  the  ta))le  be%'e  tine  others  caQ  be  procured : 
wheq  .young  it  is,  tolerable,  but  rank  and  stringy  w)ien 
thoroughly  mature.  The  tender  tops  of  the  turnip 
are  frequently  boiled  and  eaten  as  greens  in  the  spriqg. 
They  are  an  excellent  v^etable  with  salt  meats.  The 
seed  should  be  sowQ  ip  a  light,  Ipamy,  sandy  soil, 
where  most  oUi^ir  plants  would  perish !  Such  is  the 
gracious  care  of  Him,  whose  tender  mercies  are  over 
all  his  works. 
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As  a  remedy  for  the  fly,  so  destructive  to  turnips^ 
it  is  recommended  to  steep  the  seed  in  sulphur  water^ 
patting  an  ounce  of  sulphur  to  a  pint  ofwatet,  which 
will  be  sufficient  for  soaking,  about  three  pounds  of 
seed.  But  one  of  the  easiest  remedies  is  to  '  sow 
thick/ and  thus  ensure  both  a  sufficiency  of  plants 
for  the  fly  and  the  crop. 

We  add  the  cfmvaf  ion  of  the  word  turnip,  from  the 
ingenious  poem  of  Tabella  Cibaria,  before  quoted. 
^'Ilie  word  turnip  or  turnep  evidently  comes  from 
tarnatus  napus,  and  seems  to  identify  the  globular 
shape  of  that  well-known  root.  Turnips  in  France 
afid  other  countries  have  the  spindle  form  of  the  pars- 
iiip>  pasHnaca  napus.  Napm  alias  Rapus  is  trans- 
l^d,  in  old  English,  navm),  navow  (Fr.  navet,  pro- 
vincially  navot)^  a^  if  from  naphus.  The  numerous 
branches  of  the  napi,  naphi,  rapi,  and  raphani  fa- 
mily are  so  interwoven  in  horticultural  pedigrees,  that 
Pliny  seriously  asserts,  that  they  change  often  from 
one  to'^iioiker-^utriusque  semen  inalterum  mutaturJ 

Turnips  are  principally  served  up  with  boiled  meats ; 
they  are  much  esteemed  in  broth,  and  make  one  of 
the  most  nutritious  white  soups.  In  France  they  are 
ofteti  served  up  with  dtici^,  to  which  they  make  an 
excellent  sauce.  The  duck  is  first  scorched  in  hot 
melted  butter  as  well  as  the  turnips.  These  being' 
laid  aside  for  the  space  of  half  an.  hour,  the  duck  is 
allowed  to  stew  gently  in  solitary  plight,  till  being 
sufficiently  co;ncocted,  he  again  admits  the  waiting, 
vegetables  ihto  his  cbmpany.  A  few  cubic  bits  of 
bacon,  a  sprig  of  thyme,  and  a  leaf  of  laurel,  will- 
then  enhance  considerably  the  flavour  of  the  dish. 

Vegetable  Marrow  (camrbita  succado),  now  so 
much  in  request,  was  introduced  a  few  years  since 
from  Persia.  When  very  young,  it  is  good,  if  fried 
with  butter ;  when  large  or  about  half  grown,  it  is  ex-  • 
cellent  either  plain,  boiled,  or  stewed  with  rich  sauce; 
for  either  of  these  purpose^sit  should  be  cut  in  .slices. 
The  flesh  has  a  peculiar  tenderness  and  softness,  re- 
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sembling  the  buttery  quality  of  the  b^urre  pears,  and 
this  property  remains  wth  it  till  it  is  Ml  grown,  when 
It  IS  used  for  pies.  All  the  species  are  propagated 
from  large  seeds,  which  should  be  covered  nearly  to 
the  depth  of  an  inch.  The  mode  of  culture  recom- 
mended by  Abercrorabie  is  as  follows :  Sow  in  April 
in  a  hot  bed,  under  a  frame  or  hand-glass,  to  raise 
/i^^  ^^^  transforming  to  the  open  garden  at  the  end 
m  May,  under  a  warm  aspect;  or  for  planting  out  in 
me  middle  of  May  on  a  trench  of  hot  dung  under  a 
hand-glass  or  half  shelter;  otherwise  sow,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  May,  under  a  hand-glass  without  bottom 
heat,  for  transplanting  into  a  favourable  situation; 
or  sow  three  weeks  later  (after  the  20th)  at  once  in 
the  open  garden,  under  a  south  wall,  for  the  plants 
to  remain.  The  smaller-fruited  kinds  do  best  trained 
to  an  upright  pole  or  trellis.  From  time  to  time,  earth 
up  the  j^hanks  of  the  plants.  As  the  runners  extend 
five  feet  or  more,  peg  down  at  a  joint  and  they  will 
take  root.  Water  copiously  whenever  warm  weather 
without  showers  makes  the  ground  arid. —Xotidoi^. 
Wate&-Cress.—*&€  Salads. 

We  have  now  described  tibe  principar  culinary  ve- 
gc^tables,  and  have  given  such  directions  forthieir  cul- 
tivation as  the  limits  of :Our  work  would  permit;  for 
further  instructions  on  this  head  we  must  refer  to 
Mr.Loudon's  invaluable  Encyclopedia  ofGardlening, 
second  edition;  and  for  some  curious  historical  no- 
tices of  the  different  Cultivated  Vegetables,  com- 
prising  their  botanical,  medicinal,  edible,  and  cbeBacal 
qualities;  natural  history;  and  relation  to  art,  scienee, 
and  commerce,  the  reader  may  consult  the  second 
edition  of  Mu.  Phillips's  book  before  quoted :  in 
th^se  repositories  of  horticultural  knowledge  will  be 
found  :eyery  particnlar  relating  to  the  vegetobletriliey 
as  well,  as  an  account  of 

'    "  Wbai'cte/eur^  to  perfection  brings  each  ropt, 
The  wholesome  food  of  iman.    In  all  of  these. 
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Altboagh  by  use  familiar  grown,  and  oft 
Bv  thoughtless  minds  umioticed,  still  appear 
The  Maker's  matchless  skill,  and  love  benign. 
How  beaateens  all  In  varied  form  and  hae ! 
What.nam*rous  gratefol  flavoars  please  the  taste ! 
What  salutary  juices  each  contains 
To  freshen  and  invigorate  the  frame' ! 

llemattahle  Ba^s 

In  DECEMBER  1825. 

OUR  Diary  for  every  month  in  the  year  records 
the  great  and  manifold  changes  that  mark  the  pro- 
l^ress  of  the  varying  year  in  Nature's  domains  of  fields 
and  groves : — under  the  head  of  ^  Remarkable  Days' 
we  have  occasionally  glanced  at  the  ^signs'  that  dis- 
tinguish the  recurrence  of  these  stated  periods,  in 
*  walled  cities,'  and  among  'the  busy  hum  of  men:'-r- 
we  will  now  recapitulate  the  latter  for  the  amusement 
of  our  readers.  '  First,  Spring  comes  with  a  white 
flounced  petticoat  emerging  from  her  pelisse,  with  her 
primroses,  fresh  primroses,  her  water-cresses,  her 
radishes  placed  in  tempting  order  on  the  stalls ;  the 
shop-windows  shine  forth  in  all  their  glory ;  the  car- 
riage rattles,  and  the  knocker  sounds.  Next^  Sum- 
MBR  is  ushered  in  with  the  cry  of  strawberries  four- 
pence  a  pottle ;  peas  »xpence  a  peck ;  gooseberries 
for  almost  nothing  a  gaDon :  the  stalls  display  tiieir 
new  temptation  of  black-heart  cherries,  and  the  ladies 
theirs  of  open-worked  bonnets  and  gossamer  dresses. 
And  so  matters  go  on  till  the  appearance  of  black 
and  green  plums,  and  the  re-appearance  of  a  shawl  or 
two,  announce  that  Summer  is  changed  to  Autumn  ; 
birds  are  carried  about  the.  streets;  dark  pelisses 
emerge  from  their  pepper  and  camphor;  again  the 
stalls,  those  indexes  of  tiie  seasons,  try  other  charms^ 
and  yellow  apples,  and  still  more  yellow  pears,  ogle 
the  oysters  and  rolls  and  butter  by  their  side,  and  every 

'  Spring;  a  Poem,  by  the  Classical  Tutor  at  C&arence  House 
Academy,  Chelsea. 
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body  declares  *  There's  not  a  creature  in  town  5*    At 
last. 

Winter  comes  to  rule  the  varied  year; 
known  by  its  shawls^  furs,  and  branges,  and  the  stalls 
smoking  with  slices  of  hot  plum-pudding  and  roasted 
apples/ — Literary  Gazette. 

*2.   1791.— HENRY    FLOOD    DI^D, 

The  celebrated  opponent  of  Henry  Grattan.  H« 
was  a  man  learned,  eloquent,  and  witty,  and  was  so 
patriotic  as  to  devise  his  whole  estate  (after  the  decease 
of  his  wife)  to  Dublin  University. 

*3.  1823.— G.    BELZONI    DIED. 

Mr.  Belzoni  was  a  native  of  Padua;  he  ca;me  to 
England  about  fifteen  years  ago,  and  exhibited  feats  of 
strength,  experiments  in  hydratlics,  musical  glasses, 
and  phantasmagoria,  at  the  m^gr  theatres  in  the  me- 
tropolis, and  at  Edinburgh.  Hlfairas  known  by  the 
appellation  of  the  'strong  man,  a  name  which  he^ 
amply  merited,  being  of  the  extraordinary  height  o|' 
six  feet  seven  inches,  and  well  made  and  stout  ifl 
proportion :  he  was  then  about  twenty-five  years  of 
age.  Mr.  Belzoni  afterwards  visited  Ireland  and  the 
Isle  of  Man,  every  where  giving  the  most  astonishing 
proofs  of  his  wonderful  strength. 

During  his  residence  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Mr. 
Belzoni  married  an  English  lady ;  and,  having  formed 
the  resolution  of  Visiting  the  south  of  Europe,  he  first 
proceedjpd  to  Lisbon,  taking  Mrs.  Belzoni  with  him, 
and  who  accompanied  him  throughout  his  various  dif- 
ficult and  dangerous  enterprises  with  a  courage  and 
a  constancy  almost  unexampled. 

At  Lisbon  he  was  engaged  by  the  manager  of  the 
theatre  of  St.  Carlos,  to  appear  in  the  play  of  Valen- 
tine and  Orson,  and  again,  during  Lent,  in  the  sacred 
drama  of  Samson,  in  both  of  which  his  feats  of 
strength  and  activity  gained  the  highest  applause.  At 
Madrid  he  performed  before  the  king  and  the  court. 
Leaving  Spain,  he  proceeded  to  Majta,  where  he  fell 
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in  with  Ismael  Gibraltar^  the  agent  of  the  pasha  of 
£gypt>  who  persuaded  him  to  visit  Cairo.  Here  the 
pasha  engaged  him  to  constract  a  machine  for  raising 
water  ont  of  the  Nile  to  irrigate  his  gardens,  for  which 
he  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate,  of  800  piastres  per 
month,  besides  a  considerable  reward,  provided  it 
should  finally  be  found  to  answer  the  purpose.  In  the 
coarse  of  three  months  it  was  put  in  operation.  Tlie 
pasha  attended ;  and  three  Arabs,  with  an  Irish  lad 
whom  Belzoni  had  brought  from  Edinburgh  as  a  ser- 
vant, were  put  into  the  large  wheel  to  walk  roqnd  and 
keep  it  in  motion :  at  tbe  second  or  third  turn  the 
Arabs  became  giddy,  and  jumped  out ;  the  wheel, 
wanting  its  counterpoise,  flew  back,  and  the  Irish  ser- 
vant, in  attempting  to  escape,  broke  his  thigh,  and 
must  have  been  killed,  had  not  Belzoni  caught  hold 
of  the  circumference  of  the  wheel,  and,  by  his  ex- 
traordinary strength,  stopped  its  motion. 

This  accident  was  equivalent  to  a  failure ;  and  Bel- 
zoni now  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  search  of 
antiquities  in  Upper  Egypt ;  but  just  as  he  was  pre- 
paring to  depart,  Mr.  Salt  arrived  at  Cairo.  This 
gentleman,  on  the  representation  of  Sheik  Ibrahim^ 
who  had  witnessed  his  extraordinary  powers,  con- 
ceived him  at  once  to  be  the  person  most  proper  to  be 
employed  in  the  arduous  attempt  of  bringing  down  the 
head  of  the  Young  Memnon  from  Thebes,  now  in  the 
British  Museum.  Belzoni,  after  some  consideration, 
accordingly  relinquished  the  plan  of  travelling  on  his 
own  accou^it,  and  engaged  himself  to  Mr.  Salt  and 
the  sheik  on  an  enterprize  that  was  by  many  deemed 
hopeless,  but  which  he  succeeded  in  accomplishing 
(after  six  months  of  unremitted  exertions)  by  his  un- 
common dexterity  in  themanagement  of  the  Arab  pea- 
santry, by  whom  alone  he  was  assisted.  From  this 
time  he  was  regularly  employed  by  Mr.  Salt  in  mak- 
ing discoveries. 

After  the  uncovering  and  examination  of  the  grand 
temple  of /jpsambti?,  which  had  in  all  probability  been 
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buried  in  sand  for  more  than  2000  years^  Belzoui  re- 
tamed  to  Thebes ;  but  not  \?ishing  to  come  in  contact 
with  M.  Drovetti,  the  French  consul^  who  was  exca- 
vating in  search  erf  antiquities^  he  turned  his  attention 
to  *  the  vale  of  the  tomb  of  kings/  persuaded  that 
there  still  remained  some  interesting  discoveries  to 
be  made  in  that  quarter.  Three  new  tombs  were 
opened  by  him :  in  one  were  found  many  little  images 
of  wood,  well  carved,  some  with  the  head  of  a  lion, 
others  of  a  fox,  and  others  of  a  monkey.  In  another 
tomb  were  mummies  in  their  cases,  lying  flat  on  the 
ground,  the  bodies  being  covered  with  linen  of  diffe- 
rent degrees  of  fineness.  Some  of  the  tombs  had 
paintings  beautifully  executed,  others  were  quite  plains 
In  some  of  the  chambers  the  mummies  of  cows,  sheep, 
monkeys,  crocodiles,  bats,  and  other  animals,  were 
intermixed  with  human  bodies ;  and  one  tomb  was 
filled  with  nothing  but  cats,  carefully  folded  in  red 
.and  white  linen,  the  head  covered  by  a  mask,  repre- 
senting the  cat,  and  made  of  the  same  linen.  The  in- 
cimvenience,  and,  we  may  add,  the  hazard  of  visiting 
these  sepulehres,  can  only  be  duly  appreciated  by 
those  who  have  made  the  experiment;  and  nothing 
bnt  an  extraordinary  degree  of  enthusiasm  for  re- 
isejearcbes  of  diis  kind  could  have  su^^orted  our  tra- 
veller in  the  numerous  descents  which  he  made  into 
the  mummy  pits  of  Egypt,  and  through  the  long  nar- 
row subterraneous  passages,  particularly  inconve- 
nient for  a  man  of  his  size.  Uis  own  account  of  these 
difficttUies  is  extremely  interesting:  see  T.  T.  for 
.182S,  pp.  266-270,  for  a  vivid  descriptic^  of  them, 
as  well  as  for  the  celebrated  'Poetical  Addr^stothe 
Mummy'  at  his  Exhibition. 

Mr.Bekoni  was,  however,  shortly  afterwards  amply 
repaid  for  his  labours  and  privations,  by  the  dis- 
covery of  the  grand  sepulchre,  supposed  to  be  the 
tomb  of  Pharaoh  Necho,  which  he  has  described  at 
length  in  his  interesting  travels,  and  to  which  we  re- 
fer.   Enraptured  at  this  discovery,  Mr.  Belzoni  de- 
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termined  not  to  leave  Egypt  until  he  had  taken  mo- 
dels in  wax  of  every  thing  within  the  apartments, 
and  faC'Similes  of  all  the  sculptures  and  paintings  on 
the  walls.  This  he  effected  by  the  assistance  of  an 
Italian  artist,  after  an  unremitted  application  of  more 
than  twelve  months.  Of  the  immense  labour  of  this 
undertaking,  some  conception  may  be  formed,  when 
it  is  stated,  that  the  nmnber  of  figures  as  lai^e  afi  life 
amounted  to  182;  and  those  of  a  smaller  size,  firom 
one  to  three  feet,  to  800;  and  that  the  hieroglyphics, 
which  were  about  600,  were  all  of  themrepeatedyimr 
times  in  as  many  different  sizes.  These  impressions 
and  drawings,  together  with  the  ground  plan  of  the 
tomb,  Mr.  Belzoni  brought  to  England,  and  was  thus 
enabled  to  construct  that  beautitul  and  interesting 
model  so  much  admired,  and  to  complete  an  exhibi- 
tion which  has  never  been  equalled  in  this  or  any 
other  country.  From  this '  tomb  Mr.  Belzoni  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  away  a  fine  aZa6a«t6r  sarcophagus, 
now  safely  deposited  in  the  British  Museum. 

The  next  exploit  of  Mr.  Belzoni  was  to  remove 
a  granite  obelisk  from  Philoe,  about  25  feet  in  length, 
and  which,  we  believe,  now  rears  its  head  in  Dolset- 
shire,  on  ihe  estateof  Mr.  Banks,  who  is  justly 
celebrated  for  his  discoveries  in  Egypt,  and  who  was, 
occasionally,  in  the  company  of  Belzoni  there.  The 
lamented  Burckhardt,  speaking  of  the  obelisk  re- 
moved by  Belzoni,  says,  'He  handles  masses  of  this 
kind  with  as  much  facility  as  otiiers  handle  pebbles; 
and  the  Egyptians,  who  saw  him  a  giant  in  figure, 
believed  him  to  be  a  sorcerer.'  It  was  the  care  with 
which  he  contrived  to  move  diese  large  masses,  that 
induced  him  to  suggest  the  practicability  of  removing 
the  fallen  obelisk  at  Alexandria,  well  known  to  tra- 
vellers as  'one  of  the  needles  of  Cleopatra.'  This 
obelisk  the  pasha  of  Egypt  presented  to  his  Maje&ty, 
and  it  is  now  in  England. 

The  most  arduous  and  enterprising  of  all  Mr.  Bel- 
zoni's  undertakings  was  the  >  opening  of  the  second 
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pyramid  of  6hizeh>  of  which  there  was  a  beautiful 
model  in  his  exhibition.  Some  ^other  dicoveries  fol- 
lowed, which  would  have  been  s^ill  further  prosecuted 
but  from  the  want  of  funds,  and  from  a  fear  of  inter- 
fering with  the  researches  of  Mr.  Salt>  and  Mr.  Dro- 
vetti.  Circumstances  also  induced  Mr.  Belzoni  to 
quit  Egjrpt  without  further  delay :  his  Ufe  was  at- 
tempted by  two  assassins,  who,  he  supposed,  were 
employed  by  some  jealous  rival,  and  he  did  not  con^ 
sider  it  safe  to  remain  longer  in  this  country. 

Sometime  after  his  return  to  England,  Mr.  Belzoni 
published  his  justly  popular  and  highly  valuable 
work,  entitled  a  *  Narrative  of  the  Operations  and  re^ 
cent  Discoveries  within  the  Pyramids y  Temples^  Tombs 
and  Excavations  in  Egypt  and  Nubia,  and  of  a  Jour- 
ney to  the  Coast  of  the  Red  Sea,  in  search  of  the  an- 
cient Berenice,  and  another  to  the  Oasis  of  Jupiter 
Ammon/  4to,  with  an  atlas  folio  of  coloured  plates. 
This  work  has  been  also  reprinted  in  8vo'. 

In  the  year  1823,  Mr.  Belzoni,  accompanied  by  his 
enterprising  lady,^  again  left  England,  ^on  another 
journey  of  discovery  into  Africa;  but  being  taken  ill 
with  a  dysentery,  while  attempting  to  reach  Houssa 
and  Timbuctoo,  by-way  of  Benin,  he  died  at  Gate. 
He  was  interred  the  next  day  with  all  possible  re- 
spect, and  an  English  gentleman  furnished  a  large 
board  with  the  following  inscription,  which  was  placed 
over  his  grave  :— 

Here  lie  the  Remains  of 

G.  Belzoni, 

Wiio  was  attacked  with  dysentery  at 

Benin, 

(On  his  way  to  Hoassa  and  Timbuctoo) 

On  26  Nov.  and  died  at  this  place 

Dec.  3, 1823. 

'  To  such  of  our  readers  as  cannot  obtain  aooess  to  the  larger- 
work,  and  particularly  to  young  persons,  we  strongly  recommend* 
the  perusal  of  a  small  volume  with  numerous  appropriate  engravings,' 
entitled  *  FruUi  of  Enterprizet  exhibited  in  the  TVaveU  of  BelzonV 
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6.— SAIl^T  NICHOLAS. 

Nicholas  was  Bishop  of  Myra,  in  Lycia,  and  died 
about  the  year  392.  He  was  of  so  charitable  a  dis- 
position^  that  he  portioned  three  young  women,  who 
were  reduced  in  circumstances,  by  secretly  conveyr 
ing  a  sum  of  moiiey  into  thdr' father's  house.  The 
ceremony  of  the  boy-bishop,  once  observed  on  this 
day,  and  from  which,  the  Eton  Montem  is  supposed 
to  have  been  derived,  is  described  at  length  in  T.  T. 
for  1814,  p.  306  (second  edition*). 

Mr.  FosfiRopKE,  iii  his  'Economy  of  Monastic 
Life,'  thus  alludes  to  the  procession  of  the  boy^ 
bishop : — 

Were  it  a  cerfnia  consecrated  day, 
The  Bishop-Bqy^  and  bis  procession  smaU 
Of  horn-book  people,  marcned  in  long  array. 
Decked  with  the  mitre,  aandals,  stafi',  and  pall, 
He  scaled  the  laughing  choir's  superior  stall ; 
His  little  train  paired  off  on  either  side : 
Strange  was  the  scene  when  they  endeavoured  all 
The  chanted  mass  with  discords  to  divide. 
And  howled  and  yelled,  and  grinned  and  hissed^  and  laughed 
and  cried. 

Saint  Nicholas  was  formerly  considered  the  Pro- 
tector of  Virgins,  and  is  now  esteemed  in  Catholic 
countries  as  the  tutelar  Saint  of  Mariners:  ^eisa}^ 
the  patron  of  the  Company  of  Parish  Clerks  o^Xon-^ 
don. 

■  Consult  also  that  inval  uableThesaurus  of  National  Customs,  'Braho^s 
Popular  Antiquities,'  toI. i, pp. 324  336, as arra^nged, augmented,  and 
edited,  by  Henry  Ellis,  Esq.  Keeper  of  the  MSB.  in  the  British  Museum : 
this  work  is  the  grand  storehouse  of  ^  auncient  lere,*  whe^iioa  the  diurnal, 
hebdomadal,  and  monthly  scribes  glean  their  'scattered  ears*  of  informa- 
tion—and too  often  forget  to  make  the  accustomed  obeisance  to  the  lord 
of  the  harvest-field.— Wb  are  proud  to  confess  our  obligations  to  this 
<  text  book'  in  <  National  Antiquities;'  we  have  often  r^erred  to  it  to 
solve  our  doubts  and  corroborate  our  statements,  and  we  have  occasionatly 
enriched  our  pages  with  some  choice  extracts  from  these  too  goodly  tomes 
of  curious  learning. 
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8.— CONCEPTION  OP  THB  ViaeiN    MARY. 

This  fedtiTalwasinstitttted  by  Aaselm>  Archbishop 
of  Canterbtiry^  because  William  the  Gonqaeror^ 
fleet,  bein^  in  a  storm,  afterwards  came  safe  to  shore. 
The  council  of  Oxford,  however,  held  in  1223,  per- 
mitted every  one  to  use  his  discretion  in  keeping  it. 

13. — SAINT   LUCY. 

This  virgin  martyr  was  born  at  Syracuse.  She  re- 
fused to  marry  a  young  man  who  paid  his  addresses 
to  her,  because  she  had  determined  to  devote  herself 
to  religion,  and^  to  prevent  his  importunities,  gave 
her  whole  fortune  to  the  poor.  The  youth,  enraged 
at  this  denial,  accused  her  before  Paschasius,  the 
heathen  judge,  of  professing  Christianity;  and  Lucy, 
after  much  cruel  treatment,  fell  a  marfpr  to  his  re- 
venge,  in  the  year  305. 

14, 16, 17. — BMBBR  DAYS.    See  p.  45. 

16.— 0  SAPIENTIA. 

This  is  the  beginning  of  an  anthem  in  the  Latin 
service  to  the  honour  of  Christ's  advent,  which  used 
to  be  sung  in  the  church:  from  tiiis  day  until  Christ- 
mcMs^eve. 

!  21.-PSAINT  THOMAS   THE.APOSTLB. 

Thomas,  surnamed  Didynms,  or  the  Twin,  was  a 
Jew,  and  in  all  probability  a  Galilean.  There  are 
but  few  passages  in  the  gospel  concerning  him. 
Thomas  is  said  to  have  suffered  martyrdom  in  the 
city  of  Meliapour,  being  killed  by  the  lances  of  some 
people  instigated  by  the  Bf  amins. — At  the  village  of 
Thornton,  near  Sherborne,  an  antient  custom  exists 
among  the  teiiMSUits,  of  putting  five  shillings  in  a  hole 
in  a  certain  tombstone  in  the  churchyard,  which  pre- 
vents the  Lord  of  the  Manor  from  taking  tithes  of 
hay  during  the  year.  This  must  be  invariably  done 
on  St.  Thomas's  Day,  before  twelve  o*c1ock:  the 
tenant  of  the  manor  then  takes  the  money. 

This  is  the  shortest  day,  and  is,  at  London,  7  h. 
44  m*  17  s. ;  allowing  9  m.  5  s.  for  refraction. 
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AjTest  the  presbnt  moments  ! 
For  tboagii  tlieir  fligfatbe  silent,  and  their  path 
Trapkless,  as  the  winged  couriers  of  the  air. 
They  post  to  heaven^  and  there  record  thy  folly  \ 


Oh  !  Time  is  like  a  river,  gliding 

Away — ^away  I 
And  in  its  gloomy  biUows  hiding 

Joys  bright  as  day ; 
And  with  its  restless  current  wearing 

IMDui's  heart  to  clay ; 
'   And  life's  best  hopes,  like  base  weeds,  bearing 

Away — away ! 

And  life  is  like  a  dew-drop,  smiling 

For  one  short  hour ; 
With  fair  and  glittering  show  beguiling. 

Yet  sun  and  shower 
O'er  its  frail  essence  each  prevailing. 

Shorten  its  stay ; 
Tremulous,  restless,  and  exhaling. 

Away— away* ! 

25.— CHRISTMAS   DAY. 

This  is  named  Christmas-day,  from  the  Latin 
Christi  Missa,  the  Mass  of  Christ,  and  thence  the 
Roman  Catholic  Liturgy  is  termed  their  ilfma/,  or 
Mass  Book.  About  the  year  500,  the  observation  of 
t^is  day  became  general  in  the  Catholic  church. 

Christmas  is  a  most  interesting  commemorative 
aera,  and  from  the  earliest  time,  when  first  Uie  sacred 
light  of  Christianity  dawned  upon  the  world,  this  sea- 
son of  the  year  has  ever  been  devoted  to  joy  and  plea- 
sure. At  this  heart-rejoicing  season^  the  annual  as- 
sembling of  families  and  connections,  the  old  and  tiie 
young,  the  meeting  of  friends — and  the  reconciling 
of  those  who  are  not  friends  (at  least  for  one  day  in 
the  year),  give  an  interest  to<ihe  annual  celebration 
of  Christmas,  which  no  other  festival  possesses. 

'  Poems,  Dramatic  and  Miscellaneous,  br  Henry  Neele.  1^38. 
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Tis  the  season  for  ffiemfai  and  relatioiw  to  meet; 

Still  ck^er  to  link  by  the  pleiwiire^  enjojed, 
Thof^  bonds  Mrhich  endear  man  to  man — ^making  sweet 

That  life,  which,  without  them,  is  dreary  and  void. 

And,  thus  (though  the  cottager's  table  be  spread 

Bat  sparely  with  dainties,  to  welcome  his  neighbouni) 

In  the  ring  of  bright  fiices  bis  cares  are  all  fled ! 
'Midst  a  oirele  of  friends,  he  forgets  all  his  iaboors. 

Then,  as  thi^odgh  the  k^en  night^r  the  star-spangled  heaven 
Beams  out  with  a  radiance  so  soothingi  so  grand, 
,    Round  u&  though  the  dark  winds  of  sorrow  are  driven, 
May  HoPB  hffkt  our  hearts — and  our  fbelings  expand. 

CHARLES  BLOOMFIELD*. 

Camterhury^  Deeemker^f  1333. 

This  is  the  time  when  we/  so  emphatically  wish 
each  oiher  ^  a  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  aewyear ;' 
land  both  in  town  and  country  good  eating  and  dijink* 
ing  and  conviviality  in  general  are  much  encouraged. 
In  vain,  however,  do  we  look  for  'The  jolly  Waisel- 
Bowl,'  and  'The  Bore's  Heade,*— ' with  garlailides 
gay  and  rosemary/  Popular  superstitions  and  cus- 
toms may  generally  be  traced  back  to  Heathen  times, 
for  on  their  rites  and  mysteries  were  many  of  the 
Catholic  ceremonies  afterwards  engrafted;  and  to 
the  Saturnalia  we  are,  or  rather  our  ancestors  were, 
probably  indebted  for  some  of  ourChristmas  pastimes. 
The  Reformation  first  injured  their  popularity,  and 
thQ  age  of  Puritanism  gave  them  a  fresh  shock.  It 
was  even  ordered  by  Parliament,  December'24, 1653, 
'That  ho  observation  shall  be  had  of  the  five  and 
twentieth  day  of  December,  commonly  called  Christ- 
mas Day;  nor  any  solemnity  used  or  exercised  in 
churched  upon  that  day  in  respect  thereof.'  They 
now  appear  to  be  neglected  by  society  in  proportion 
to  its  degree  of  polish ;  and  in  the  metropolis  and  its 
immediate  neighbourhood  are  little  encouraged  by 

'  <  Remains  ef  B.  Bioonfield,*  yol.  i,  p.  9^     T%Ma  Um$  speak  for    " 
ihemsehei^auij  the  eWads  of  despair  be  soim  chased  away  by  the 
•nnihine  of  bensTolence !    Let  e^ery  one  who  has.  read  tbe  *  Fas. 
msr's  Boy*  contribute  his  mite-fit  is  the  best  tribute  we  can  pay  to 
the  memovy  of  his  departed  genius. 
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the  higher  classes V  and  but  partialfy  by^tfae  middliiig 
ranks,  while  among  the  lower  portion  of  the  -people 
they  freqnently  degenerate  into  debauchery.  In  the 
conntry,  especially  in  the  far  western  and  northern 
eonnties^  Christmas  is  yet  kept  up  with  much  spirit; 
the  yule-log  still  crackles  on  the  faeartti,  and  *  the 
sirloins  of  beef '» the  minced  pies,  the  plum-porridge, 
the  capons,  tuikeys,  geese,  and  plum-puddii^,' 
smoke  upon  the  hospitable  board.  £ach  master  of  a 
family,  like  the  old  courtier  in  the  ballad,  appears  to 
have 


-  a  good  old  fashioo,  when  Gfarifltinasse  u  come^ 


To  call  in  all  his  old  neighboars  with  bagpipe  and  drum, 
With  good  chear  enough  to  furnish  eyery  old  room, 
And  old  liquor  able  to  make  a  cat  speak,  and  jnan  dumb. 

*  O!  rus,  quando  te  aspiciam.'  Yet  even  there  the 
hand  o{  improvement  has  been  active,  and  some  va- 
luable relic  of  antient  festivities  is  occasionally  usher- 
ed from  tne  parlour  to  the  kitchen,  never  more  to  re- 
turn. The  decoration  of  houses  and  churches  with 
evergreens  is  continued,  however,  in  London ;  nor  is 
there  a  deficiency,  to  the  best  of  our  experience,  in  the 
demands  for  Christmas  boxes ;  the  original  intention 
of  which  was  probably  to  enable  flie  poor  to  partake 
pf  the  festivities  of  the  season,  from  the  gratuities  of 
iheir  more  wealthy  fellow-creatures — and,  God  for- 
bid! that,  while  feasting  ourselves,  we  should  not 
asaist  our  poor  neighbours  and  dependants  to  enjoy 
Ithemselves.  Certain  nocturnal  wandering  minstrels 
occasionally  disturb  the  slumbers  of  the  citizen$  for 
about  a  month  prior  to  Christmas,  calling  themselves 
Wmts;  but, '  alack  the  day!'  instead  of  playing  and 

3inging  the  good  old  Carol,  our  ears  are  saluted  with 

■-  I       ■■    -    _       I  - 

'—The  smoking  Sirloin  stretched  immense 

From  side  to  side^  in  which  with  desperate  knife 

They  deep  incision  make,  and  talk  the  while 

Of  Englanid's  glory,  ne'er  to  be  defsced.^ 

^or  wanting  be  the  brown  Ocrosaa,  drawn 

Mature  and  perfect,  fvom  his  dark  retreat 

Of  thirty  years.  TveMSOMi 
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BiQfs  Wife,  St,  Patrick's  Day;  or  the  latest  Quadrille 
tune.  In  many  parts  of  the  country,  espectally  ii| 
the  West,  ttie  Carol  is  stiU  preserved,  and  is  sung  in 
the  parish  churches  on  Christmas  Day,  the  singers 
also  going  about  to  the  different  houses  blithely  ca- 
ir<riing  such  cheering  tunes  as  ^  A  Child  this  day  is 
born'-T-*  Sit  y ou^  merry  gentlemen^ — *  I  saw  three  ships 
come  .sailing  in,' &C.&C.  In.Lond(m,  except  some 
croaking  ballad-singer  bawling  out  'God  rest  you, 
tosnj.  ^entlem^n,'  or  a  like  doggrel,  nothing  in  the 
shape  of  Carols  is  heard,  though  there4s  a  consider- 
able sale  of  them  among  the  lower  classes'.  Look  at 
the  following  list  of  Christmas  amusements,  given  by 
burton  in  his  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  now  super- 
seded by  Pope- Joan,  Blind  Man^s  Buff,  and  Puss  in 
the  Corner:^-* The  ordinary  recreations  which  we 
have  in  winter,  are  cardes,  tables  and  dice,  shovel 
board,  chesse-play,  the  philosopher's  game,  small 
trunkes,  billiards,  musicke,  maskes,  singing,  dancing, 
ule-games,  catches,  purposes,  questions,  merry  tales 
of  errant  knights,  kings,  queens,  lovers,  lords,  ladies, 
giants,  dwarfs,  thieves,  fairies,  goblins,  friars,  witches, 
and  the  rest/  As  to  mummers^  and  Christmas  Plays, 
unless  ^riMaldi  and  the  pantomimes  be  considered 
as  relics,  we  know  not  where  to  find  them,  in  or  near 

*  This  deficiency  we  have  now  heen  enabled  to  supply  by  the  kind- 
ness of  our  correspondent,  Mr.  Ryan,  who  has  written  the  elegant 
<!lhristma8  carol  on  the  opposite  page,  expressly  for  this  work ;  and 
that  it  may  be  nmg  as  #^  as  $aii  on  Christmas  Day,  we  have  had  it 
set  to  music  by  our  friend  Tebbett. 

*  In  the  time  of  Henry  VIII^  ihe  sport  of  fimmming  had  involved 
in  its  train  so  many  disorders^  as  to  call  for  the  interference  of  the 
I^egtslature :  an  Act  of  the  third  year  of  this  king,  cap.  9,  partly  ex- 
plains the  nature  of  their  proceedings.—'  For  as  much  as  lately 
>ithin  this  realm,  divers  persons  have  disguised  and  apparelled  them- 
selves and  covered  themselves  with  visors  or  other  things,  in  such 
manner  as.  they  should  not  be  ki^own ;  an4  divers  of  them  in  a  com- 
pany; together^,  naming  themselves  ^ummttHi  have  come  to  the 
dFelliog.  place  of  divers  men  of  honour,  and  substantial  persons,  and 
so  departed  unknown ;  whereupon  murders,  felony^  *,  and  otbeir 
gr^at  hurts  and  inconveniences  have  aforetime  grown,  and  hereafter 
be  like,  to  •odme  by^  if  the  said  disorder  should  continue  not  reformed,' 


y  Google 


S20  ItBMARKAfiLt  DAYg 

■  «         ■       I  ■        I       II  •  .1  I  III-  II         iwrati  I     . 

the  me^polis;  thonf^h  fonnerly  a  Lord  of  MisroIeS 
or  Christmas  Prince,  was  chosen,  eten  in  the  higUest 
families  and  most  learned  establishments ; — even  our 
kings  nsed  to  join  in  these  sports.  Mummers,  goi^ 
sardes  or  gnise-dancers  (commonly  called  geese* 
dancers),  may  yet  be  seen  in  the  coontry;  and  the 
itory  of  St.  George  and  the  Dragbn  and  the  Fair 
Sabra  is  annually  repeated,  enlivened  mth  Ae  frolics 
of  Old  Father  Christmas,  and  the  Doctor,  who  cures 
*  each  deep  and  deadly  wound'  of  the  combatants, 
coming  for  that  purpose ' 

from  the  farthermost  part  of  Spain, 
With  a  little  bottle  of  aficampain. 

These  guise*dancers  are  profusely  decorated  with 
ribands,  each  carrying  a  naked  sword,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  fair  Sabra,  who  is  modestly  clad  in 
female  attire;  and  Old  Father  Christmas  and  the 
Doctor,  who  are  the  Pantaloon  and  Clown  of 'the 
Piece,  the  former  being  generally  disguised  by  a  fright- 
ful mask*. 

But  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Christmas,  ^  Old 
Christmas  of  London  and  Captain  Chrishhas*  have 
t^een  strange  vicissitudes  since  the  family  were  last 
assembled  at  Whitehall.  Wassail^  the  neat  semp- 
stress, has  abandoned  the  metropolis.  Caro/ has  been 
divested  of  his  tawny  coat  and  red  cap,  and  the  flute 
has  dropped  firom  his  girdle.  Minced  pies,  however, 
ieure  yet  in  good  repute;  they  were  persecuted,  it  is 
true,  as  malignaats  in  the  timeof  the  Commonwealth, 
but  they  recovered  their  estates  and  their  credit  with 
tiie  king*    Gambol  with  his  hoop  and  bell  is  con- 

'  According  to  Stow,  he  waa  '  A  maiter  of  merry  disports  usually 
lodged  in  the  ktoi^'i  house  $  and  in  the  house  of  every  aobleaan  iSt 
honour  or  good  worship^  were  bii  spiriinal  or  temporal.'  Other 
oouutriesy  as  well  as  Englandy  had  their  Lord  of  Misrule :  in  Fraaee 
he  was.  eaHed  the  Ahb^  de  Malgoarem^  and  Abbd  de  lieste  $  and, 
Uk  Scotla&dy  the  Ahhvt  •/  CAwvase*.  See  a  ouflotts  desoriptum  of  his 
Btection  in  T.T.  #or  1881,  pp^.  900,  891. 

<^  See  a  Review  of  the  second  Editiott  of  *  Mr.  Davies  Gilbert's  An* 
olent  Ghristmat  CaroU,Mn«he  literary  Oaaeitete  ISM,  p.  7a 
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sigaed  to  Bartholoinew  Fair.  Post-and-Pairhas long 
^ven  up  bis  place  to  a  numerous  train  t>f  illegitimate 
descendants:  and  Misrule,  if  we  are  to  believe 
JTohn  Bull  when  he  is  in  a  growling  humour,  is  no 
longer  content  with  his  twelve  days  empire,  but  shows 
himself  at  every  season  of.  the  year. 

Ab,  happy  days!  but  now  no  longer  found; 

No  more  with  social,  hospitable  glee 

The  village-hearths  at  Christmas-tide  resound ; 

No  more  the  Whitson  gambol  may  you  see, 

Nor  morrice»daunce,  nor  May-day  joUitie, 

When  the  blithe  maidens  foot  the  deawy  green  ;- 

But  now  in  place,  heart-sinking  penurie. 

And  hopeless  care  on  every  face  is  seen, 

As  these  the  drery  times  of  curfew  bell  had  been. 

Sir  Martyn. 

The  goodly  number  of  sports  and  customs  which  took 
place  in 

those  golden  days  of  yore, 
When  Christmas  was  a  high  day, 

is  yearly  diminishing.  Until  very  lately,  the  chap- 
lains at  St.  James's  Palace  retained  the  venerable 
custom  of  having  'a  tureen  full  of  rich  plum-por- 
ridge' served  up,  and  not  only  served  up,  but  actually 
'  eaten  on  that  festival  at  that  table.'  But,  alas !  the 
'  plum-porridge'  and  the  ^tureen'  have  disappeared 
before  ttie  mi^c  touch  of  modern  refinement.  So  it 
is,  '  Star  after  star  goes  out;  and— all  is  night!' 

In  allusion  to  the  long  train  of  sports  and  merri* 
ndents  which  formerly  made  Christmas  so  cheerful  to 
our  ancestors,  we  quote  the  following  curious  d6cu-« 
ment  from  '  Mr.  Ellis's  Original  Letters  from  Auto- 
graphs in  the  British  Musisum/  vol.  i,  p.  270,  et  seq. 

'It  wds  (Mr.  E.  observes)  in  1525,  in  the  seven- 
teenth year  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  that  Cardinal  Wol- 
sey,  at  the  same  time  that  he  established  a  household 
for  the  young  Duke  of  Richmond,  **  ordained  a  Coun- 
cil," says  Hall,  '^  and  stablished  another  Household 
for  the  Lady  Mary,  then  being  Princess  of  the  Realm'* 
The  circumstance  of  the  Council's  inquiring  what 
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they  were  to  do^  seems  to  fix  the  date  of  the  Ijetter^ 
at  oiice>  to  the  very  year  in  which  the  Household  was 
established. 

' ''  Please  it  youre  grace  for  the  great  repaire  of 
straungers  supposed  onto  the  Prynoesse  honorable 
honseholde  this  solempne  fest  of  Gristmas.  We  hom- 
bly  beseche  the  same  to  let  us  knowe  youre  gracious 
pleasure  concemyng  aswell  a  ship  of  silver  for  the 
almes  disshe  requysite  for  her  high  estate^  and  spice 
plats^  as  also  for  trumpetts  and  a  rebek  to  be  sent^ 
and  whither  we  shall  appoynte  any  Lord  ofMysruU 
for  the  said  honorable  honseholde^  provide  for  enter- 
Inds,  disgysyngs^  or  pleyes  in  the  said  fest^  or  for 
banket  on  twelf  nyght.  And  in  likewise  whither  the 
Pryncesse  shaU  sende  any  newe  yeres  gifts  to  the 
Kinge^  the  Quene^  your  Grace,  and  the  Frensshe 
queue,  and  of  tibe  value  and  devise  of  the  same.  Be- 
sechyng  youre  grace  idso  to  pardon  oure  busy  and 
importunate  suts  to  the  same  in  suche  behalf  made. 
Thus  oure  right  syngler  good  lord  We  pray  the  holy 
Trynyte  have  you  in  bis  holy  preservacion.  At 
Teoxbury  the  xxvij  day  of  November.  Youre  humble 
orators 

JOHN  EXON. 

To  tbe  most  reyerent  Father  11'}^^  l^rj"' 

in  God  the  Lord  Cardinail 
his  good  Grace. 


PETER  BURNfiLL. 
JOHN  SALTER. 
0.   BROMLEY. 


^  No  record  is  preserved  of  the  answer  which  was 
returned  to  this  letter ;  but  that  the  Cardinal  allowed 
the  sports  of  Christmas  to  be  played  is  more  than 
probable.  A  book  of  the  expenses  of  the  Lady 
Hary's  Household  in  various  years  from  the  28th  to 
the  96th  of  Henry  the  JBighth  is  still  remaining  among 
1)ie  Royal  Manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum;  a  few 
entries  in  which  bear  upon  the  question/ 

We  take  only  the  most  curious— 

'Item^  geven  to  George  Mpuntejoye  drawing  my 
Ladye's  Grace  to  his  Valentine^  x\\ 
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'Iteni,  geveft  amongs  tlie  yeomen  of  the  King's 
guard  bringing  a  Leke  to  my  Lady's  Grace  oa  Saynt 
Dayid's  day,  xy«. 

'  Item>  geyen  to  Heywood  playeng  an  enterlude 
with  his  children  before  my  Lady's  Grace,  xl*. 

'  Item«  payed  for  a  yerde  and  a  halfe  of  damaske 
for  Jane  the  fole,  vij*. 

^  Item,  for  sbaying  of  Jane  fooles  hedde,  iiij'^. 

'  Payed  for  a  frountlet  loste  in  a  wager  to  my  Lady 
Margaret,  iiij". 

^Item,  payed  f6r  a  brekefast  loste  at  boiling  by  my 
Lady  Mary's  Grp.ce,  x^/ 

.  Of  Christmas  cuistoms  preyalent  in  the  metropolis 
nearly  a  century  ago,  we  have  a  concise  and  pleas- 
ing description  by  a  writer  in  *  Read's  Weekly  Jour- 
nar  of  January  9, 1731.  *  My  house,'  says  this  ob- 
server, '  is  direcdy  opposite  to  a  great  church;  and  it 
was  with  much  pleasure  I  observed  from  my  window, 
last  C%m^iiMi«*cIay,  the  numerous  poor  that  waited 
at  the  doors  yery  liberally  relieved ;  but  my  joy  was 
soon  over,  for  no  sooner  were  the  charitable  ccmgre'- 
gation  dispersed,  but  these  wretches,  who  before  ap.* 
peared  the  very  pictures  of  misery,  forgot  their  caxtt, 
and  fell  to  quarrdling  about  the  dividend :  oaths  and 
curses  flew  about  amongst  them  yery  plentifully,  and 
passion  grew  SO/ bigh  that  they  fell  hard  upon  one 
another's  faults. '  Ib  short,  I  learned  irom  thek  own 
mouths  that  they  were  all  impostovs,  both  men 
and  women ;  and  that  amongst  tlMsir  wIm^  number, 
which  was  yery  large;  there  was  itot  one  object  of 
charity.  When  thejr  had  tired  ftemselves  with  scold- 
ing, they  yery  lovingly  adjourn^  to  a  neighbouring 
brandy*shop,  from  whence  they  returned  in  a  condi- 
tion neither  fit  for  me  to  describe  nor  you  to  hear. 

*  The  next  day  I  met  with  another  wonder;  for,  by 
that  time  I  was  up,  my  servants  could  do  nothing 
but  run  to  the  door,  j^iquiring  the  meaning,  I  was 
answered,  the  people  were  come  for  their  Christmas- 
box:  this  was  logick  to  me ;  but!  found  at  litst,  that> 


y  Google 


S24    .  RBMARKABLB   DAYS 

because  I  had  laid  out  a  great  deal  of  ready-money 
with  my  brewer^. baker// and  other  tradesmen,  they 
kindly  tiiodght  it  my  duty  to  present  their  servants 
with  some  money,; for  the  favour  of  having  Uieir 
goods.  This  provoked  me  a  little;  but,  being  told 
it  UHi8  the  custom,.!  complied.  These  were  fol- 
lowed by  the  watch,  beadles,  dust-men,  and  an  in- 
numerable tribe;  but  what  vexed  me  the  most  was 
the .  clerk, ,  who  has  an  extraordinary  place,  -  and 
makes  as  good  an  appearance  as  most  tradesmen  in 
the  parish;  to  see  him. come  a-bpxing,  alias  hefgmg, 
I  thought  was  intolerable ;  however,  I  found  it  was 
the  custom  too,  so  I  gave  him  half-a-crown;  as  I 
was  likewise  obliged  to  do  to  the  bell-man,  for  break- 
ing my  rest  for  many  nights  together. 

'  Having  talked  this  matter  over  with  a  friend,  he 
promised  to  carry  me  where  I  might  see  the  good  effects 
of  this  giving. box*money.  In  &e  evening  away  we 
went  to  a  neighbouring  alehouse,  where  abundance 
of  these  gentry  were  assembled  round  a  stately  piece 
of  roast  beef  and.  as  large  a  plum-pudding.  When 
the  drink  and  brandy  began  to  work,  they  fell  to 
reckoning  of  theii:  several  gains  that  day:  one  was 
called  a  stingy  dog  for  giving  but  sixpence ;  another 
called  an  extravagant  fool  for  giving  half-a-crown, 
which  perhaps  he  might  want,  before  the  year  was 
out;  so  I  found  these  good  people  were  never  to  be 
pleased.  Some  of  them  were  got  to  cards  by  them- 
selves, which  soon  produced  a  quarrel  and  broken 
heads.  In  the  interim  came  in  some  of  their  wives, 
whO;  roundly ,  abused  the  people  for  having  given 
them  money,  adding,  that  instead  .  of  doing  good  it 
ruined  their  families,  and  set  them  in  a  road  of  drink- 
ing and  gaming,  which  never  ceased  till  not  only  their 
gifts,  but  their  wages,  were  gone.  One  good  woman 
said,  if  people  had  a  mind  to  give  charity,  they  should 
send  it  home  to  their  families :  I  was  very  much  of 
her  opinion;  but,  being  tired  witix  the.  noise,  we  left 
them  to  agree  as  they  could. 
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'  My  friend  next  carried  me. to  the  npper  end  of 
PiccadOIy,  where,  one  pair  of  stairs  over  a  stable,  we 
fonnd  near  an  hundred  people  of  both  sexes,  same 
masked,  others  not,  a  great  part  of  which  were  danc- 
ii^  to  die  music  of  two  sorry  fiddles.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  describe  this  medley  of  mortals  fully ;  however, 
I  will  do  it  as  well  as  I  can.  There  were  footmen, 
servant-maids,  bntchers,  apprentices,  oyster  and 
oraiige*women,  common  prostitutes,  and  sharpers^ 
which  appeared  to  be  the  best  of  the  company.  This 
horrid  place  seemed  to  me  a  complete  nursery  for  the 
g^lows.  My  friend  informed  me,  it  was  called  a 
three-penny  hop;  and  while  we  were  talking,  to  my 
great  satisfaction,  by  order  of  the  Westminster  Jus* 
tices,  to  their  immortal  honour,  entered  the  consta- 
bles and  their  assistants,  who  carried  off  all  the  com- 
pany that  was  left;  and,  had  not  my  friend  been 
known  to  them,  we  might  have  paid  dear  for  our  cu- 
riosity. 

*  I  believe  f  have  almost  tired  you  as  well  as  my* 
self  with  an  account  of  the  lower  sort  of  diversions. 
I  come  next  to  expatiate  on  the  entertainment  and 
good  cheer  I  met  with  in  the  city,  whither  my  friend 
carried  me  to  dinner  these  holidays.  It  was  the  house 
of  an  eminent  and  worthy  merchant ;  and  though.  Sir, 
1  have  been  accustomed  in  my  own  county  to  what 
may  very  well  be  called  good  house-keeping,  yet,  I 
assure  you,  I  should  have  taken  this  dinner  to  have 
been  provided  for  a  whole  parish,  rather  than  for 
about  a  dozen  gentlemen.  It  is  impossible  for  me 
to  give  you  half  our  bill  of  fare ;  so  you  must  be 
content  to  know  that  we  had  turkeys,  geese,  capons, 
puddings  of  a  dozen  sorts,  more  than  I  had  ever  seen 
in  my  life,  besides  brawn,  roast-beef,  and  many 
things  of  which  I  know  not  the  names;  mince -pies 
in  abundance,  and  a  thing  they  call  plum-pQttage\ 

*  This  hospitable  London  merchant  see^is  quite  to  have  eclipsed 
the  nobility  and  gentry,  of  his  time  in  the  abundance  of  his  feast,  as 
well  as  in  the  preservation  of  the  antient  and  beloved  |»i«m-|N>rru2$re 
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which  may  be  good  for  aoght  I  iaiow,  though  it 
seems  to  me  to  have  fifty  different  tastes.  Oor 
wioes  were  of  the  best^  as  were  all  the  rest  of  our 
liqnors ;  in  shovt,  the  Ood  of  Plenty  seemed  to  miga 
here.  And,  to  make  every  thing  perfect,  our  com* 
pany  was  polite^  and  every  way  agreeable;  iioUiii^ 
but  mirth  and  loyal  healths  went  round'/ 

Of  the  splendid  and  substantial  hoi^itality  which 
distinguished  the  celebration  of  Christmas  in  foraier 
timeS)  when  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  ^fina  estates 
had  their  heraldk,  who  ware  their  coat  of  arms  at 
this  and  other  solemn  seasons,  and  cried  Largesse, 
&c.,  we  have  already  disserted  in  our  previous  to«- 
lumes ;  aad  have  given  a  poetical  bill  of  fare  in  the 
time  of  Sang  Arttior*,  describing  the  ^salmon,  ve- 
mson,  and  wild  boars,'  which  were  served  up  by 
hundreds,  along  with  'hogsheads  of  honey,  kilder- 
kins of  mustard,'  8cc.  &c.  &c.  We  will  now  record 
a  few  anecdotes  of  the  principal  personage  in  our 
modem  Christmas  dinner, — Monsieuk  Dindok,  or, 
in  vulgar  English,  our  Alderman4n<-Chains. 

Naturalists  are  at  variance  upon  ttie  origin  of  the 
tuikey.  Some  pretend  that  it  was  not  known  before 
the  discovery  of  America,  and  Ihat  the  first  which 

or  pottage,  as  one  of  the  leading  dishes ;  for  about  forty  years, 
previous  to  this  period  O^^)*  Crarles  Cotton,  the  poet,  vents  the 
following  complaints,  in  evident  allusion  to  the  neglect  of  Cl/ristmas 
customs  by  the  owners  of  large  eistablishraeats.  The^e  lines  are 
particularly  applicable  to  the  modern  practice  of  the  possessors  of 
splendid  mansions  in  the  country,  now  visited  only  in  July  and 
August,  or  the  shooting  season,  and  shut  up  for  thereraainder  of 
the  year. 

No  more  phtm-potridge  then  or  pie. 

No  brawn,  with  branch  of  rosemary. 

No  chine  of  beef,  enough  to  make 

The  tallest  yeoman's  chine  to  crack ; . 

No  bag-pipe  humming  in  the  Hall, 

Nor  noise  of  house-keeping  at  all, 

Ner  sign  by  which  it  may  be  said 

This  house  was  once  inhabited. 

*  Malcolm's  Anecdotes  of  the  Manners  and  Customs  of  London 
during  the  18th  Century,  vol.  i,  p.  298,  et  seq,  (iectmd  edition,) 
^  See  T.  T.  for  1823,  p.  338. 
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appeared  on  a  table  ia  France  was  eaten  at  tte  nup- 
tials of  Charles  IX,  in  1570.     Henry  VUI  had  some 
0f  them  brought  to  England  in  1525,  and  they  are 
supposed  to  be  indigenons  to  Canada  and  this  adja- 
cent  countries,    wfa^re  tiiey  are  found  sometimes 
weighing  upwardiS  of  fifty  pounds.     Credat  JmAmuH 
Apella.    However,  we  must  allow  that  the  Norfolk 
breed  does  not  fall  considerably  short  of  that  weight. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  said  th^^t  Meleager,  a  king  of 
Macedonia,  brought  them  from  India  into  Greece,  at 
a  very  early  period ;  and  that,  out  of  gratitude  for 
such  an  acquisition,   the    Athenian    Gastronomers 
called  the  bird  Meleagrk.    Mythology  contends  that 
they  were  so  named  from  Ibe  Macedoniaii  hero  above 
mentioned,  after  whose  death  his  woe-begone  sisters 
were  transformed  into  these  birds  of  mournful  ap- 
pearance.   But  there  is  still  a  doubt  whether  the  Me- 
/eoym  of  Aristotle,  of  CIyt:iis,  of  Cali^^enes,  of  Ptole- 
my, and  other  authors  oi'  antient;  times,  was  not  the 
bird   Qow  known  under  tjie  name  of  Gumea-hen, 
Ovid  certainly  says  (B.  viii  of  the  Metamorphoses) 
that  Meleager^s  sisters  were  turned  into  birds,  but 
nventions  nothing  else,  except  that,  having  acquired 
homy  beak$,  and  extensive  wings,  they  were  sent 
adriu  to  fiivd  their  way  through  the  vacant  air.    Th^ 
idea  that  the  Jesuits  brought  them  into  notice  is  er- 
roneous.   They  were  known  in  Europe  long  before 
the  institution  of  Loyola's  order.    Why  the  French 
sbould  call  them  '  alouettes  de  savetier,'  cobbler's 
lajcks,  cannot  easily  be  accounted  for.     This  bird 
(says  a  learned  annotator)  is  so  stupid,  or  timorous, 
that  if  you  balance  a  bit  of  straw  on  bis  head,  or  draw 
a  \iiBke  with  chalk  on  the  ground  from  his  beak,  he 
fancies  himself  so  loaded  or  so  bounds  that  he  will 
remain  in  the  same  position  till  hunger  forces  him  to 
move.    The  French  say  of  a  silly  person,  c*est  un  din- 
dofi ;  applying  the  term  as  we  do  that  of  goose. 

THiis  bird  is  either  roasted  or  boiled,  and  often  ac- 
companied by  a  chine  of  pork:  when  of  a  go6d 


y  Google 


32V  RBMAftKABLB  DATS 

breeds  it  poMesses  a  flavoar  between  the  pbeasant 
and  the  chicken.  In  the  French  cnisine^  tarkey  ^  A 
la  daube/  means  the  bird  confined  in  a/  terrine*  witb 
tnifBeSy  maroons,  &c.  &c.  and  so  baked  in  the  oven 
that  it  may  keep.  It  is  eaten  cold,  and  offers  an  ele- 
gant and  substantial  relish  for  the  luncheon  of  a  Gas- 
tronomer. But,  nuiugre  la  Carte  Frangaise,  we  must 
confess  ourselves  English  enough  to  prefer,  especi- 
aHy  on  Christmas-day, '  an  alderman  in  chains,'  with 
his  attendant  liverymen,  hereunder  described: — 

All  bail !  thoa  Monarch  of  the  smiling  board. 

Majestic  Turkey  ! 
All  hail !  the  forced-meat  balls  with  which  thou'rt  stored ! 

All  hail !  the  sausage^etters  steaming  o'er  thee  ! 
Hail  I  ye  inferior,  yet  delightful  dishes. 

O'er  which  in  trance  ecstatic  roves  my  eye ! 
Ye  savoury  fowls,  ye  most  alluring  fishes, 

And  brandy  flashing  in  the  burnt  mince-pie ! 
*  Hail !  cod  and  oyster-sauce!  quail !  partridge !  bastard ! 
Lobster!  plum-pudding!  apple  pie!  and  custard! 

But  let  us  now  retire  for  a  few  minutes,  from  this 
'  tumult  offish,  flesh,  and  fowl,' — the  luxurious  fare 
of  the  metropolitan  gourmands-^and  '  take  a  walk' 
to  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  look,  by  way  of 
contrast,  at  the  simple  diet  and  honest  merriment 
of  these  hardy  mountaineers  while  celebrating  their 
Christmas  festival,  and  its  cheerful  Eve.  *  This,' 
(says  Mr.  Grant  Stewart')  '  is  chiefly  spent  in  pre- 
paration for  the  succeeding  days.  The  housewife  is 
busily  engaged  in  the  provision  and  cooking  of  dain- 
ties'. The  flailman  still  chaps  in  the  bam,  desirous 
of  providing  the  necessarv  store  of  fodder  for  the 
Christmas.  The  herd-bo/s  axe  resounds  on  the  fir* 
stock,  determined  to  prepare  plenty  of  light,  and  the 
gudeman,  and  others,  are  abroad  on  a  not  less  im- 
portant errand — the  procuring  of  Catlvch  NolHc,  or 


*  See  his  very  eutertaining  acconnt  of  *  The  Popular  Superstitions 
.and  Festive  Amusements  of  Uie  Highlanders  of  Scotlstnd,*  p.  236,  et 


y  Google 


IN  p£c«M]aEH  1825.  929 


Ckri^nHl^  Old  Wife,  an  indispecis^ble  T^uisite  for 
thi3  oooa^ioii\  Th0  remainder  of  the  evening  i^ 
spent  in  Tariotts  games  ef  amusement. 

^  At  length  the  brightening  glow  of  the  eastern  dky 
warns  the  aniipiaus  honse-^maid  ef  the  appretaeb  of 

She  rises  fall  of  anxietv  at  the  prospect  of  her  morn- 
ing laboui:s.  The  meat  which  was  steeped  in  the 
^owam-bowie  a  forteiight  ago,  to  make  the  Prech- 
dachdan  ^our,  or  sour  scones  (cakes) j,  is  the  first  ob- 
ject of  her  attention.  The  gridiron  is  put  on  the 
fire,  and  the  sour  scones  are  soon  followed  by  hard 
cakes,  soft  c^es,  battered  cakes,  brandered  ban« 
nocks,  and  pannicb  perm.  The  baking  being  once 
over,  the  sowans  pot  succeeds  the  gridiron^  full  of 
new  sowans,  which  are  to  be  given  to  the  family, 
agreeably  to  custom,  this  day  in  their  beds.  The 
spwans  are  boiled  into  the  consisteace  of  molasses^ 
whea  the  Lagan-le-vrick  (yieast-bread),  to  distin- 
guish it  from  boiled  sowans,  is  ready.  It  is  then 
poured  into  as  many  bickers  as  there  are  individuals 
to  partake  of  it,  and  presently  served  to  the  whole, 
old  and  young.  It  would  suit  well  the  pen  of  a 
Bums,  or  the  pencil  of  a  Hogarth,  to  paint  th^ 
scede  which  follows.  The  ambrosial  food  is  ^e* 
spatched  in  aspiring  draughts  by  the  family,  who 
soon  give  evident  proofs  of  the  enlivening  effects  of 
the  Lagan-^le-vricn^  As  soon  as  each  despatches 
his  bicker,  he  jumps  out  of  bed — the  eldet  branches 
to  .examine  ttie  ominous  $igns  of  ihe  dayS  and  the 
younger  to  ent^r  on  its  amtisements.  Floqkipg  to 
the  swing,  a  favo^u'ite  amusement  on  this  occasion, 

*  The  *  old  wjf^'  ootiflists  of  tli0  (rt^^unp  of  some  wiih«r«d  tree, 
ir^iich  is  throat  into  a  cartfiil  of  buraiB^  peats,  and  there  eonsuraed. 
See  the  accdimt  of  this  superttHion  i^  Mr.  Graivt's  book  before 
quoted,  p.  tSS.  ,  - ,: 

«  <  A  black  Chdfttmas  makes  a  fkt  kirkTjrard.*  A  windy  Chnal»as 
and  a  calm  Candlemas  are  signs  of  a  good  year. 
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the  youngest  of  tiie  family  gel  the  first  ^'  showier/- 
and  the  n^xt  oldest  to  him^  in  regaktr  succession. 
In  order  to  add  the  more  to  the  spirit  of  th€f  ex^-cisev 
it  is  a  conouon  practice  with  the  person  in  the«m^, 
aind  the  person  appomted  to  swing  him,  to  enter  into 
a  very  warm  and  humorous  altercation.  As  the 
swinged  person  approaches  the  swinger,  he  exclaims, 
Ei  mi  tu  chal,  ''  I'll  eat  your  kail."  To  this  the 
swinger  replies,  with  a  violent  shove,  Cha  id  u  mu 
chal,  "  You  shan't  eat  my  kail."  These  threats  and 
repulses  are  so<netimes  carried  to  such  a  height,  as 
to  break  down  or  capsize  the  threatener,  which  ge- 
nerally puts  an  end  to  the  quarrel. 

'  Ad  the  day  advances,  those  niinor  amusements  ar^ 
terminated  at  the  report  of  the  gun,  or  the  ratUe  of 
the  ball-clubs — ^^the  gun  inviting  the  marksman  to  th^ 
'^  Kiavamuchd,'*  6r  prize-shootiiig,  and  the  lattet  to 
'^  Luchi'Vouil,'*  or  the  ball  combatants — ^both  the  prin- 
ciipal  sports  of  the  day.  Tired  at  length  of  the  ac- 
tive amusements  of  the  field,  they  exchange  them  fc^ 
the  substantial  entettainmenls  of  the  table.  Groan- 
ing under  the  "  sonsy  haggis^,*'  and  many  other  sa- 
voury dainties,  unseen  for  twelve  months  before,  the 
relish  communicated  to  the  company,  by  the  lappel^ar- 
aiicei  of  ihe  festive  board,  is  more  easily  conceived 
than  described.  The  dinner  once  despatched,  the 
^flowing  bowl  succeeds,  and  the  sparklii^  glass  flies 
to  and  fro  like  a  weaver'^  shuttle.  As  it  c^ontinues 
its  rounds,  the  spirits  of  thci  company  become  the 
more  jovial  and  happy.  Animated  by  its  cheering 
influence,  even  old  decrepitude  ho  longer  feels  his 
habitual  pains— the  fire  of  youih  is  in  his  eye,  as  he 
details  to  the  company  the  exploits  which  distin- 
guished him  in  the  days  of ''  auUL  langsyne  ;"  while 

'  The  <  savoury  haggis'  (from  hag,  to  chop)  is  a  dish  commonlir 
made  in  a  sheep's  maw,  of  its  lungs,  heart  and  liver,  mixed  witk 
■uet,  -onions,  salt  and  pepper;  or  of  oatmeal  mixed  with  the  latter, 
without  any  animal  food. 
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the  young^  with  hearts  inflamed  with  '^  love  and  alory" 
long  to  mingle  in  the  more  Uvely  scenes  of  mirth^  to 
display  their  prowess  and  agility.  Leaving  the  pa- 
triarchs to  fiidsh  those  professions  of  friendship  fpr 
each  other,  in  which  they  are  so  devoutly  engaged^ 
the  younger  part  of  the  company  will  shape  their 
coarse  to  the  ball-room,  or  the  card-table,  as  their 
individual  inclinations  suggest ;  and  the  remainder  of 
the  evening  is  spent  with  the  greatest  pleasure  of 
which  human  nature  is  susceptible/ 

Such  is  the  description  of  a  Highland  Christmas; 
and  may  this  '  bold  peasantry,'  '.  their  country's  pride,' 
long  continue  tp  practise  their  simple  manners,  and 
to  enjoy  their  hearty  mirth ! — ^The  simplicity  of  their 
amusements  carries  us  back  to  times  long  since  past^ 
and  places  before'  us  a  vivid  representation  or  the 
picturesque  customs,  and  honest,  manly  character  of 
our  ancestors.  ^ 

And  now,  gentle  readers,  whether  ye  be  natives  of 
the  'land  o'  cakes,'  or  of  the  /Emerald  isle,'  or  of 
'ryghie  merrie  Englono,' — (for  WBar€  read  tiirougb-* 
out  the  United  Kingdom)  having  concluded  our  brief 
chronicle  of  the  ceremonies  and  usages  of  this  '  blest 
tide'  for  the  year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and 
Twenty-five,— y/^e  take  our  leave  of  this  interesting 
subject  for  the  present,— repeating,  as  we  make  our 
bow,— 

Adieu!  until  agean  we  meet. 

My  friends, '  a  merry  Christmas  to  you  all !' 
Gay  be  ypur  pleasures,  and  your  slumbers  swee^ 

Fair  be  the  feast,  and  brilliant  be  the  ball — 
This  maxim  learn — its  wisdom  is  not  small ; — 


%*    Far  the  wards  of  the  Christmas  Carol  by  Mr, 
By  AN,  see  the  next  page. 
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26.—  SAINT   STBPHBN. 

Stephen  was  the  first  deacon  chosen  by  the  apos- 
tles. He  was  cited  before  the  Sanhedrin,  or  Jewish 
Conncil,  for  prophesying  the  fall  of  the  Jewish  Tem- 
ple and  economy;  and  while  vindicating  his  doctrine 
by  several  passages  of  the  Old  Testament,  he  was 
violently  carried  out  of  the  city,  and  stoned  to  death, 
in  the  year  33. 

27. — JOHN  EVANGELIST.    See "p.  125. 

28. — INNOCENTS. 

The  slanghter  of  the  Jewish  children,  by  Herod, 
is  commemorated  on  this  day.  The  festival  is  very 
antient,  for  TertuUian  and  Saint  Cyprian  call  these 
Innocents  martyrs,  and  Prudentius  has  written  a 
bjmn  upon  the  subject.  Childermas-'d^y  is  another 
name  for  this  feast. 

To  a  Sleeping  Child. 

Sleep  00,  sleep  on — may  visions  float 

Around  my  slamVrin^  infant's  bead ; 
May  pleasure's  soiig,  and  joy's  soft  note, 

Be  with  those  lingVing  yisions  shed. 

You  dream  not  of  the  storm  that  lours. 

The  aching  heart,  the  weeping  eye. 
Bat  reyel  on  in  laughing  hours, — 

Hours  with  smiles  but  counted  by.     , 

^is  nature  bids  thee  smile  so  gay, 

While  all  perhaps  around  is  woe. 
And  storms  roll  on  the  destined  way 

Their  Buler  meant  their  wayes  to  go. 

The  infant  buds,  that  He  enclosed. 

Feel  not,  amid  the  tempesf  s  power. 
The  wreck  which  waits  each  plant  opposed, 

When  comes  the  fell  destroying  hour. 

So  sleep,  my  babe !  'tis  sweet  to  see 
Those  eyelids  closed  thus  by  my  kiss; 

May  future  hours  shine  for  thee. 
As  holy  and  as  calm  as  this' ! 

•   *  Poems  on  Sacred  and  other  Subjects,  by  Riefaard  Ryao,  lSd4. 
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31. — SAINT  SILVESTBR. 

He  was  Biahop  of  Rome ;  aud  succeeded  Miltiades 
in  the  papacy,  in  314.  Silvester  is  accounted  the  au- 
thor of  several  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Romish 
church,  as  asylums,  unctions,  palls,  corporsd^,  mitres, 
&c.    He  died  in  334. 

OoE  to  the  Closing  Year. 

Oh,  wby  should  I  attempt  to  riog 

The  kneil  of  Time  in  sorrowiug  toae, 
Or  sadly  tuDe  my  lyre  to  sing 

A  reqaiem  o'er  the  year  that's  gone  ? 
It. has  not  been  to  me  so  beigbt 

That  i  should  mourn  it^  timely  end. 
Or  sit  me  down  in  grief  to  write 

Farewell  to  a  departing  friend ! 
And  if 'twould  tarry  now  with  me, 

I  shotild  in  sooth  be  apt  to  say, 
*  Pass  on !  I've  had  too  much  of  th»e 

To  thank  thee  for  an  hour's  delay.' 
Thy  course  was  marked,  dark  closing  year. 
By  many  &  sigh  and  bitter  tear ; 
By  promised  joys  too  long  delay ed^ 
By  hopes  that  only  bloomed  to  fade ; 
By  all  that  steals  the  cheek's  warm  glow, 
And  wrings  the  heart  with  silent  woe ; 
Damps- the  gay  pinnies  of  Fancy's  wing, 
And  nips  her  blossoms  ere  they  spring ; 
And  turns  the  lightsome  lay  of  gladness 
B'en  in  its  flow  to  strains  of  sadness, 
And  shades  with  clouds  of  care  and  fear 

The  promise  of  another  year. 

New  Monthhj  Magazine. 

Never  hav«  wo  been  more  painfully  awakened 
than  when,  in  the  dead  silence  of  midnight,  we  have 
been  startled  by  a  peal  of  ^  triph  bob  majors/  which, 
in  performing  their  foolish  ceremony  of  ringing  out 
the  old  year,  send  forth  their  inappropriate  echoes 
into  the  universal  darkness,  and, scare  the  repose  of 
nature  with  their  obstreperous  mirth.  It  is  an  un- 
hallowed and  irreverent  mode  of  solemnising  the 
twelvemonth's  death.  It  is  as  if,  at  the  funeral  of  a 
deceased  parent,  a  rejoicing  chime  should  suddenly 
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burst  like  a  peal  of  laughter  from  the  belfry^  instead 
of  the  sad — slow — deep  toll  of  the  single  passing 
bell.  These  iron  tongues  should  not  be  allowed  to 
shout  out  their  indecent  merriment  at  a  consumma- 
tion fraught  with  so  many  inscrutable  mysteries  and 
appalling  associations.  What!  are  we  to  rejoice  that 
H  portion  ^of  our  best  fttends  has  been-aotncdly  eaten 
up  by  the  omnivorous  maw  of  time  ?  Are  we  so  fully 
prepared  for  the  blow  of  Death,  that  we  can  carol  at 
being  brought  three  hundred  and  sixty -five  days  nearer 
to  the  edge  of  his  scythe? 

However  it  may  have  been  partially  misapplied 
and  wasted,  the  last  year  may  still,  perhaps,  have 
materially  advanced  the  sum  of  human  happiness ; 
and  as  it  is  impossible  to  solve  this  point  by  an  ex- 
aminatipn  of  individual  evidence,  we  will  decide  it  by 
a  show  of  hands.  M\  you  who  are  as  much  or  more 
discontented  with  your  present  lot,  than  you  were 
twelve  months  ago,  please  to  hold  up  your  hands. — 
What  an  atmosphere  of  palms,  gentle  and  simple, 
fair  and  furrowed,  cosmeticised  and  unwashed ;  what 
a  forest  of  digits,  some  sparkling  with  diamonds, 
some  unadorned,  and  a  whole  tiiultitude  cinctured 
with  the  wedding-ring  ! — You,  on  the  coritrary,  who 
feel  yourselves  happier  than  yon  Were — hold  up  your 
hands.  Alas!  what  a  pitiful  minority!  A  few 
youths  who  left  school  at  the  last  Christmas  holidays, 
and  an  equal  number  of  girls  who,  having  dismissed 
their  governesses,  are  to  come  out  this  season.  Young 
and  sanguine  dupes,  enjoy  your  happiness  while  ye 
may :  we  have  not  serpent  enough  in  us  to  whisper  a 
syllable  in  your  ear  that  might  accelerate  the  loss  of 
your  too  fleeting  paradise ! 

Since  then  no  spell  can  boast  tlie  power 

One  moment  to  recal; 
Should  pleasure  smile,  or  sorrows  lour. 
Ah !  let  us  spend  life's  little  hoar, 

Unmoved,  untouched  by  alL 
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In  gtving  thanks,  in  yielding  praise. 

Oh !  let  us  life  consume ;  . 
And  He  whose  hand  directs  our  ways 
Will  hear  our  vows,  accept  our  lays. 

And  g^ide  us  to  the  tomb.  R.  ryan. 

9[{(tronomtcal  ^cuttencesf 

In  DECEMBER  1825. 

'  It  is  true  that  a  perfect  knoi^^dge  of  the  system  of  the  world  can- 
not be  attained  by  our  limited  understanding ;  but  we  know  enongh 
of  it  to  be  convinced  that  the  whoie  is  arranged  with  infinite  wisdom 
and  goodness ;  and,  that  no  system  can  be  imagined  more  beautiful, 
wore  worthy  of  the  infinite  Being,  or  more  advantageoiis  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  different  globes.' 

Solar  Phenomena. 

The  Sun  enters  Capricomus  at  46  m.  after  1  in  the 
morning  of  the  22d  of  this  month ;  and  he  will  be 
eclipsed  on  the  Bth,  bat  the  eclipse  will  be  invimble 
in  wis  country.  The  circumstances  under  which  it 
will  take  place  are  the  following ;  viz. 

Ecliptic  Conjunction  at  8  h.  34  m.  30  s.  evening 

In  longitude '..  • .  8  s.  170      33'| 

Moon's  latitude ....  31}   north 

The  Sun  will  be  centrally  eclipsed  on  the  meridian 
at  8  b.  29  m.,  in  longitude  127^  16|'  west,  and  lati- 
tude 9°  10|'  north. 

A  solar  eclipse  is  an  occultation  or  hiding  of  the 
Sun's  body  from  our  sights  occasioned  by  an  interpo- 
sition of  the  Moon  between  the  earth  and  Sun.  There 
are  nations  that  still  entertain  the  most  superstitious 
notions  concerning  eclipses ;  particularly  the  Mexi- 
cans and  Oiinese^  whose  conduct  on  those  occasions 
is  well  described  in  the  following  lines: — . 

Thus  when  the  infant  Moon  her  circling  sphere 
Wheels  o*er  the  Sun's  broad  disk,  her  shadow  falls 
On  Earth's  fair  bosom ;  darkness  chills  the  fields, 
And  dreary  night  inyests  the  face  of  faeayen. 
Reflected  from  the  lake  full  many  a  star 
Glimmers  with  feeble  languor.    India's  sons, 
Affrighted,  in  wild  tumult  rend  the  air. 
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Before  liis  idol  god  with  barbarous  shriek 
The  Bramin  falls :  when  soon  the  eye  of  day 
Darts  his  all-cheering  radiance,  from  the  gloom 
Emerging.    Joy  invades  the  wondering  crowds 
And  acclamation  rushes  from  the  tongues 
Of  thousands,  that  around  the  blazing  pile 
Riot  in  antique  dance  and  dissonant  song. 

TOUCH. 

The  Sun  rises  and  sets  daring  this  month  as  follow ; 
the  times  for  the  intermediate  days  must  be  found  by 
proportion. 

TABLE 

Of  the  Sun*s  Rising  and  Setting  for  every  fifth  Day. 

December  Isty  Sun  rises  56  m.  after  7.      Sets   '4  m.  after  4 

6th» 1 8    59. ...... .3 

nth, 5 -8    55 3 

16tb, 4..    7 8    53 3 

2l8t, 7 8   53 3 

26tb, 7  ........  8 53 3 

31st, 5 8 55 3 

Equation  of  Time. 

True  time  may  be  fotmd  from  apparent^  or  that 
which  is  exhibited  by  a  good  sun-dial,  by  emplojring 
the  following  numbers  as  directed.  The  equation 
for  the  intermediate  days  must  be  found  by  propor- 
tion. 

TABLE 

Of  the  Equation  of  Time  for  every  fifth  Day. 

m,  ». 

Thursday ,  Dec.  Ist,  from  the  time  by  the  dial  auht.  1 0  43    . 

Tuesday,  ....  6th, 6  42 

Sunday, 11th, « 6  27 

Friday,    ....16th, 4  3 

Wednesday, ».  21st, I '    1  35 

Monday, ....  26th,  to  the  time  by  the  dial  add    0  55 

Saturday,.... 31  St,. 3  21 

LuNAA  Phenomena. 
Phases  of  the  Moon. 

Last  Quarter,  3d  day,  at     7  m.  after  4  in  the  morning 

New  Moon, . .  9th, 34 8  in  the  evening 

First  Quarter,  I7th, 6. 7  in  the  fnoming 

Full  Moon,..  25th, 13 9 

Ff 
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Moon's  Passage  over  the  Meridian. 

The  Moon  will  pass  the  meridian  at  the  following 
times  this  months  when  her  transits  may  be  observed 
if  the  weather  be  favourable. 


r  3d,  at    8  m. 
4th,..  57.. 
6th,  . .  49  . . 

after  6  in  the  morning 
6 

6th,  . .  42  . . 

8 

7th,  ..39.. 

9 

I4th,  ..     7.. 
16th,  . .  51  . . 

4  in  the  evcDing 

4 

16th,  . .  33  . . 

5 

17th,  . .  14  . . 

6 

18th,  • .  66  . . 

6 

19th  . .  37  . . 

7 

20th  ..  21.. 
21st    ..     8  .- 

Q 

22d    ••  67  .. 

9 

23d    ..  49.. 

10 

TABLE 

Of  the  Time  of  High  Water  at  London  for  every  fifth 
Day* 


Dec.  lat,  at  43m.  after    6 9m.after  6 


6th,  ..42    10 

11th,  ..  16 3 

16th,  ..  14  6 

2l8t,  ..  46 10 

aeth,  .;  61    2 

3l8t,  ..  63    ......  6 


11 

....  n 

34 

....    3 

46 

....    6 

11 

....  11 

4 

...    3 

16 

....    6 

For  ihfi  intermediate  days,  as  well  as  for  other 
places,  see  page  24  of  the  present  volume. 

Phenomena  Planetarum. 
Phases  of  Venus. 

This  planet  now  appears  like  a  fuU  moon,  but  her 
great  distance  from  Uie  earth  renders  her  less  bril- 
liant than  when  the  enlightened  part  of  her  disk  is 
mnch  less.    The  two  parts  now  are — 

Tier     I  ftfr    /  IHuminated  part  s  1 1  •Ol  1 
^^-    '•*'l Dark  part .......   0*989 
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Eclipses  of  Jupiter's  Satellites. 

As  Jupiter  now  recedes  from  the  Sun,  more  and 
more  of  these  eclipses  become  visible.  The  follow- 
ing are  such  as  will  be  seen  this  month : — 

Immersions.  ' 

First  Satellite,  4th  day,  at  48  m.  16  s.  after    2  in  the  morning 
nth    41  ..35    . 4. 


18th    34  ..53    6 

20th    3  ..  15    1  , 


27th  66  ..32  2 

Second  Satellite     7th  ;  27. .22  2 

14th  I. .11  5 

31st  26  ..  13  llatnight 

Conjunction  of  the  Moon  with  the  Planets  and  Stars. 

Dee.  8th,  with  ^in  Scorpio... at  3  in  the  afternoon 

13th,  ....  j3  in  Capricorn..  1  in  the  morning 

21st,  ....  } in  Aries 7  in  the  evening 

24th,  ....  Saturn.......*.  3  in  the  morning 

Jupiter  will  b^  in  quadrature  at  9  in  the  eveniiig 
of  the  5th.  Saturn  will  be  in  opposition  at  45  m, 
after  5  ii;i  the  afternoon  of  the  lOtti.  Mercury  will 
attain  his  greatest  elongation  on  the  13th :  he  will 
also  be  stationary  on  the  23d ;  and  in  his  inferior  con* 
junction  at  4dm.  after  11  on  the  night  of  the  31st. 


On  the  Twinkling  of  the  Stars. 

The  following  ingenious  explanation  of  this  curioufe 
subject  was  drawn  up  by  M.  Arago,  and  inserted  in 
the  third  volume  of  Baron  Humboldt's  Personal  Nar- 
rative. 

'The  natural  philosophers  and  astronomers  who 
hav6  turned  their  attention  to  the  twinkling  of  the  stars 
have  almost  all  neglected  the  mos4  remarkable  cir- 
cumstance, perhaps^  of  the  phenomenon :  I  mean 
the  sudden  and  frequent  changes  of  coloiir  by  which 
it  is  constantly  accompanied.  The  progress  which 
the  physical  theory  of  light  has  made  Within  these 
few  years,  will  enable  us,  I  believe,  to  connect  the 
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explanation  of  this  carious  fact  with  the  law  of  inter- 
ferences discovered  by  Dr.  Young. 

According  to  the  experiments  of  this  illustrious 
philosopher^  two  rays  of  homogeneous  light  arriving 
at  the  same  point  of  space,  by  two  ways  little  dif- 
ferent, add  or  neutralize  themselves  according  as  the 
difference  of  the  two  ways  has  this  or  that  value.  The 
difference  which. accords  with  the  neutralization  of 
rays  of  different  tints  are  so  sensibly  unequal,  that 
the  result  of  the  interference  or  mixture  of  two  white  - 
pencils  of  light  should  always  be  accompanied  by  a 
manifest  coloration .  Experience  has  moreover  shown 
us  (see  Annates  de  Chimie  et  de  Physique,  tqm.  i, 
p.  199)  that,  in  seeking  the  place  where  two  pencils 
are  capable  of  influencing  each  other,  it  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  consider  merely  the  difference  of  the  ways 
they  have  traversed,  but  it  is  necessary  to  attend  to 
the  unequal  refractive  powers  of  the  mediums  they 
have  traversed.  This  admitted,  it  is  easy  to  demon- 
strate, that  the  rays  emitted  from  the  same  place,  col- 
lected in  the  focus  of  a  small  ray,  vibrate  in  concert 
or  unite  together,  if  they  have  all  traversed  mediums 
of  the  sane  density  or  equal  refractive  power ;  and 
the  same  mode  of  reasoning  shows,  that^  on  the  con- 
trary, an  unequal  refractive  power  must,  according  as 
we  suppose  it  more  or  less  considerable,  occasion,  in 
the  same  focus,  the  neutralization  of  some  class  or 
other  of  coloured  rays.  If  we  apply  these  conside- 
rations to  the  twinkling  of  the  stars,. we  shall  ifind' 
that,  if  all  the  rays  of  light  which  arrive  at  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  pupil  constantly  traverse  atmo- 
spheric strata  of  equal  density,  the  image  of  the  star 
will  always  be  equally  intense,  and  of  the  same  co- 
Jour  ;  while,  on  ^e  contrary  supposition,  its  colour 
and  brilliancy  may  vary  every  instant.  The  chances 
of  twinkling  will  be  much  less  numerous  for  a  star  at 
the  zenith,  under  the  same  circumstances,  than  for 
one  but  little  above  the  horizon.  In  our  climate  they 
will  be  less  than  under  the  tropics,  where  heat  is  more 
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unifortDl;  distributed  in  liie  strata  of  the  atmosphere. 
The  vacations  of  intensity  will  be  more  easily  per- 
ceived iV  stars  of  the  first  magnitfKle,  where  they  will 
be  attended  with  a  change  of  colour  more  striking 
than  in  small  ones;  and  in  white  stars^  than  in  those 
whicii  are  naturally  coloured.  All  these  circum- 
stances^ if  I  be  not  mistaken,  agree  with  observation/ 


We  cannot  conclude  our  aQUual  OcciU'rences  with 
more  propriety  than  by  the  insertion  of  the  following 
beautiful  lines  on  twilight,  in  which  nature  and  truth 
are  luminously  reflected  from  the  ^Lind  of  the  poet,  and 
expressed  in  language,  which,  ik  softness  and  delight- 
ful simplicity,  seeins  to  vie  with  the  subject  itself. 
Twilight. 

In  mantle  of  crimson,  the  Father  of  Day 

Descends  in  the  uttermost  west 
To  lend  other  regions  his  cherishing  ray. 

And  foster  the  lands  he  loves  best:  ^ 

The  peak  of  the  mountain  is  red,  bnt  its  breast   ; 

Is  darkened  with  shadows  and  dim  to  the  view, 
While  throned  on  her  chariot^and  beaming  afar,.    . 
Comes  onward  in  silence  the  night-loving  star,        .    . 

To  sprinkle  the  landscape  with  dew. 
Tis  pleasant  to  wander  on  evenings  so  sweet, 

When  earth  wears  the  ensigns  of  peace, 
The  throbs  enamoared,  and  tricmiphs  to  greet 
.  From  the  tumults  of  sorrow's  release; 
The  cares  that  o*ershadowed  and  threatened  us  cease 

To  leave  an  elysium  behind ; 
And  dreams  of  enchantment,  unraffled  and  sraootli, 
That  smiled  in  the  fanciful  visions  of  youth, 

Revive  In  the  eye  of  the  mind. 

Come,  days  of  felicity,  come  ye,  and  bring 

^  Your  fairy-bi|ilt  domes  to  my  view ; 
Since  Joy  has  a  season  and^  Life  has  a  spring 

With  flow'rs  bathed  in  hdney-dried  deV, 
It  mast  have  a  winter  of  barrenness,  tcfo, 

To  shadow  these  dreams  of  deli^: 
Repine  not-^-tbe  Sun,  vrhich  has  sunk  in  the  main, 
To-morrow  illumines  the  landscape  again> 

And  scatters  the  darkness  of  night. 


Ff2 


P,  M.  MOIR. 
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Decemmr  !  thou  art  old  and  hoar ; 

Thy  Yoicd  is  rough,  thy  hand  is  cold :     ' 
The  blood  at  every  closing  pore 

Shrinks  from  thy  touch.    Yet,  hoar  and  old 
Though  thou  appear, 
That  form  severe 
Seems  the  fresh  hue  of  health  to  wear. 
Earth,  now  in  Winter's  fleecy  dress, 
The  kind  severity  shall  bless 

That  laid  her  forests  bare.  j.  comssk. 

The  Winter  is  approaching :  our  eyes  are  no  longer 
dazzled  by  the  penetrating  rays  of  the  Sun,  nor  de- 
lighted by  the  variegated  colours  of  a  Summer  pro- 
spect;  fhe  earth,  shrouded  in  white  after  the  slow,  si- 
lent fall  of  the  flakes  of  snow,  presents  to  us  on  every 
side  the  same  desolate  scene ;  every  thing  from  the 
hut  to  the  castle,  from  the  oak  to  the  tuft  of  grass, 
wears  an  appearance  of  uniformity.  Thus  Winter 
seems  contrasted  with  Summer,  as  the  silence  and 
the  equality  of  the  tomb  is  contrasted  with  the  noisy 
bustle  and  continual  variety  of  life.  Yet  we  will  say 
with  the  poet, — 

0  !  Winter,  ral«r  of  tb*  inverted  year, 

1  loTe  tbee,  all  unlovely  as  thoa  seem'st. 
And  dreaded  as  thou  art. 

Indeed,  to  one  of  a  melancholy  though  not  discon- 
tented turn  of  mind  (as  is  justly  observed  by  a  po- 
pular essayist'),  there  is  something  not  disagree- 
able, nay  more,  there  is  something  pleasing,  in  the 
departure  of  Summer,  and  the  approach  of  the  more 
rugged  season: — ^the  former,  indeed,  it  must  be  ac- 
knowledged, excites  our  spirits  to  the  highest  pitch 
of  buoyancy  and  mirth ;  but  the  latter  awakes  all 
those  melancholy  yet  pleasing  emotions  inherent  in 
a  contemplative  mind«  The  glow  of  the :  Summer's 
day,  and  the  vivid  colours  of  nature,  fill  us  with  a 

'  The  Etoouui;  vol.  i,  p.  307  {Third  EdiH6n). 
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momentary  burst  of  cheerMness ;  the  sporting  of  the 
•cattle,  the  song.of  the  birds,  and  the  apparent  enjoy- 
ment of  the  whole  creation,  from  man  to  the  buttei:- 
fly>  communicate  to  us  a  sympathetic  pleasure,  aris- 
ing from  the  feeling  that  every  thing  around  us  is  hap- 
py* and  contented.    Yet  there  is  something  in  the  dry 
chill  of  the  wintry  atmosphere,  in  the  hollow  melan- 
choly sound  of  a  December  storm,  which  rouses  in 
our  minds  the  sweet  sensations  of  pity  and  of  cha- 
rity, suggested,  perhaps,  by  the   recollection  that 
there  are  some,  who,  less  fortunate  than  ourselves, 
are  .exposed  to  wander,  without  a  home,  during  the 
inclemencies  of  the  season.    We  are  more  pleased 
vrith  the  confidence  reposed  in  us  by  the  unfortunate 
wanderer  of  the  feathered  tribe,  whom  the  frost  has 
deprived  of  his  food,  and  who,  trusting  to  our  hospi- 
tality, plainikively  demands  relief  at  our  window,  than 
by  his  more  lively  song  during  the  happier  season  of 
Summer.   We  feel  more  pleasure  at  hearing  the  harsh 
chirp  of  the  sparrow,  when  we  have  made  him  happy 
by.  Scattering  before  him  the  crumbs  which  have  per- 
haps, saved  him  from  starvation,  than  we  derive  from 
the  most  melodious  song  of  tixe  nightingale.    We 
would  freely  exchange  the  glowing  tint  and  the  warm 
air  of  a  Summer's  evening,  and  the  emotions  of  love 
and  pleasure  which  it  excites,  for  the  lonely  silence 
of  the  Winter  night,  when  the  clear  sky  appears  to 
exhibit  the  whole  immensity  of  the  creation,  and  fills 
the  mind  with  ideas  of  religion  and  eternity.    It  is  at 
(his  time  that  the  wisdom  and  the  beneficence  of  the 
Deity,  the  greatness  of  his  power,  the  beauty  of  his 
works,  are  most  conspicuous  :  we  feel  an  internal  sa- 
tisfaction at  being  ourselves  a  part,  however  insigni- 
ficant, of  that. immense  system  which  then  presents 
itself  to  our  view  in  all  its  splendour  and  magnifi- 
vc^ce.  .  It  is  when  this  most  beautifal  of  prospects 
is  befpre  our  eyes,  that  the  mind  is  most  turned  to- 
ivards  contemplation  and  to  thoughts  of  a  more  seri* 
0^a  natane.    It  seems  then,  indeed,  that 
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Oar  mind, 
Expanded  by  the  GcQias  of  the  spot, 
Has  ^own  colossal. 

We  have  often  descanted^  in  the  coosse  of  our  an- 
nual lucubrations,  on  the  *  pleasures  of  winter;'  the 
frosty  morning's  walk,  with  its  invigorating  breezes — 
the  long  nights,  devoted  alternately  to  study  and  to 
society,  with  the  enlivening  blaze  of  a  sea-coal  fire — 
and  the  ^  glass  that  dieers,  but  not  inebriates' — are 
no  small  attractions,  and  peculiarly  endear  to,  us 
this  festive  season  of  the  year  t — we,  of  course,  in- 
clude jthe  ^  PLEASURES  OF  home/  How  often  ia  re- 
turning across  the  fields  of  a  dry,  frosty,  moonlight 
evening  in  December,  have  we  chaunted  aloud  this 
exquisue  description  of  the  poet : — 

Tis  sweet  to  hear  the  watch-dog's  honest  bark 
Bay  deep-mouthed  welcome  as  we  draw  near  home, 

Tis  sweet  to  know  there  is  an  eye  will  mark 
Our  coming,  and  look  brighter  when  we  come. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  month,  woodcocks  Bjid  snipes 
become  the  prey  of  the  fowler.  The  jack-snipe  (sco- 
lapax  galUnula),  which  visits  us  at  this  period,  is  a 
decided  species,  with  marked  and  singular  habits. — 
See  our  ktst  volume,  p«  319. 

The  evergreen  trees  with  their  beautifiol  cones,  such 
as  firs  and  pines,  are  qow  particularly  observed  and 
valued :  the  different  species  of  everlasting  flowers; 
so  pleasing  an  ornament  to  our  parlours  in  winter, 
and  indeed  during  the  whole  year,  also  attract  our 
attention.  The  oak,  the  beech,  and  the  hornbeam, 
in  part  retain  their  leaves :  while  other  trees  ai^  en- 
'  tirely  denuded  of  their  beautiful  dress,  their  '  leafy 
honours'  being  strewed  in  the  dust,  and  returned  to 
their  parent  earth ;  yet  some  attractions  are  still  left 
as  a  promise  of  future  beauty.  The.  scarlet  berries  of 
the  common  holly,  and  the  pyracanthus,  wilA  its 
bunches  of  fiery  berries  on  its  dark  green  tiiomy 
sprays,  solicit  our  attentioiir-*while  numerous  (aribes 
oi  mosses  will  afford  sufficient  amusement  and  occn^ 
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pation  for  the.  inquiring  botanist, — and  the  poet's 
lyre>  vibrating  with  melancholy  but  soothing  har- 
mony, records  the  fall  of  the  few  remaining  with- 
ered leaves  that  flutter  about  himl  in  his  noonday 
walk, 

Tfaroa^h  the  calm  and  frosty  air 
Of  this  morning  bright  and  fair, 
Eddying  rou^d  and  round  they  sink, 
SoftJy,  slowly;  one  might  think, 
From  the  motions  that  are  made, 
Every  little  leaf  conveyed 
Sylph  or  Faery  hither  tending — 
To  this  lower  world  descending. 
Each  invisible  and  mate. 
In  his  wavering  parachute. 


The  general  silence  that  prevails  at  the  conclusion 
of  our  summer  months  is  particularly  solemn  and 
afl'ecting:  —  all  nature  seems  languid  and  at  rest; 
^  the  singing  bird  and  the  turtk  are  no  longer  heard 
in  the  land;*  the  solemn  fall  of  a  leaf^  or  a  shrew- 
mouse  rustJiBg  in  the  withered  foliage,  awakes  almost 
alone  our  contemplative  reverie. — We  have  now  a 
lull  sense  of  the  loss  we  sustain  in  the  departure  of 
our  summer  birds,  and  the  animation  and  cheerful*- 
ness  which  these  little  wanderers  communicate  to  our 
groves :— pendent  from  the  mossy  limb  of  an  oak,  we 
see  the  parus  tribe  (tom-tits)  in  active  silence,  seek- 
ing their  insect  food,  uttering  at  long  intervals  a  note 
so  low  and  feeble,  that  makes  us  sensible  of  the  sur- 
rounding stilness;  thenu^Ao/cA  hammering  on  some 
distant  tree,  or  the  screech  of  the  jaj^  alone  is  heard 
to  disturb  the  unbroken  solemnity  of  Nature.  The 
red'breastyViYko  has  forsaken  us  all  the  summer  long, 
now  accompanies  our  rambles;  flitting  before  our 
steps  like  some  ministering  atteiulant,he  comes  from 
we  know  not  where,  but  is  always  present,  voiceless 
and  attentive.   The  misecf  myriads  mat  peopled  every 
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woodland  glade^  gay  and  glittering  in  the  changing 
lights^  are  no  more,  and  we  ha^e  only  some  ^  shard 
clad  beetle'  creeping  feebly  along  the  path,  or  rest- 
ing in  torpid  silence  upon  a  fallen  leaf. — ^Yet  Natnre, 
so  seemingly  in  repose^  is  now  actively  at  work^  and 
in  her  secret  laboratory  is  preparing  her  essences, 
moulding  her  fruits,  and  fabricating  her  forms,  for 
Summer's  coming  gale  :  many  of  the  insect  race  are 
now  busily  employed  in  accomplishing  the  removal 
of  substances  tliat  would  encumber  the  earth  but  for 
their  agency,  and  accelerating  their  return  to  the  dust 
from  whence  they  sprang.  Those  curious  little  mean- 
derings,  sometimes  in  tiie  form  of  a  leaf,  or  a  well- 
trained  pear-tree,  which  may  be  noticed  on  a  wall^  on 
the  a^hen  bar  of  a  stile,  or  on  the  surface  of  some  elm 
paling,  or  fence,  are  the  winter  work  of  insects  {ips 
icolytus,  ips  niger,  ifc.)  whose  grubs,  unseen  by  us, 
are  now  forming  their  labyrinthine  paths,  and  pro- 
ceeding to  their  perfect  state :  a  larger  race  of  these 
wood-devourers  mine  deeper  in  the  substance,  but 
all  are  employed  in  accomplishing  one  great  object 
of  their  existence, — the  removal  of  incumbrances  from 
the  earth. 

The  little  insights  that  we  obtain  into  Nature's 
works  are  really  all  of  them  the  offspring  of  sci- 
entific research :  partial  and  uncertain  as  our  labours 
are,  yet  a  brief  gleam  will  occasionally  enlighten 
the  darksome  path  of  the  humble  inquirer,  and  give 
him  a  momentary  glimpse  of  hidden  truths: — let  not, 
then,  the  idle  and  the  ignorant  scoff  at  him  who  gives 
an  unemployed  hour  to  investigate  a  Jnngusy  a  shell, 
or  a  mosSy  ^  in  ways  of  pleasantness  and  paths  of 
peace; — they  are  all  the  formation  of  Supreme 
Intelligbngb,  and  have  led  us,  by  gentle  grada- 
tions, to  a  knowledge  of  Infinite  Wisdom;  have 
calmed  and  amused  many  of  us  worms  and  reptiles 
in  our  earthly  shell,  and  bettered  us  for  our  change 
to  a  new  and  more  perfect  state  of  being ! 
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O  who  can  view  yon  splendid  starry  hoit. 
Where  vision  fails,  in  subtle  ether  lost ; 
This  Jower  sphere,  with  all  its  countless  train 
That  cleave  the  air,  or  skini  the  liquid  main. 
Or  clothe  the  eartii,  from  Man,  the  lord  of  ail, 
Down  to  the  ffray-moss  on  the  moul6Ving  wall ; 
O  who  can  mark  each  still  continued  race. 
Their  varied  links  and  nice  gradations  trace ; 
Where,  order,  use,  and  elegance  combine. 
And  fail  to  find  Omnipotence  divine  ? 

Yes !  He  who  ^ides  the  rolling  orbs  above, 
Spreads  every  leaf  that  flutters  in  the  grove ; 
Sireathes  health  and  fragrance  in  each  balmy  gale  ; 
Pours  the  clear  streamlet  gliding  in  the  vale ; 
Extends  the  vast  Atlantic's  rolling  floods ; 
And  clothes  the  forest  with  its  waving  woods ; 
Guides  the  ffreen  tendril  round  the  summer  bower ; 
Shines  in  the  dew^  and  blushes  in  the^ott^^r  / 
The  humblest  bud,  that  blossoms  to  the  mom, 
The  meanest  insect,  on  its  bosom  borne. 
Live  by  the  fiat  of  that  mighty  hand, 
Who  launched  the  spheres,  and  bade  the  skies  expand. 

ALEX.  BALFOUR. 
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Tage    60,    line    3,  for  /erw  r«ad  /ere*. 

65,  ....  11  from  bottom,  for  shore  read  shone. 

7t,  . . . .     8  from  bottom,  for  aroHs  read  arahis. 

109 23,  for  shor'st  read  f&on'st 

IIQ,  note,  line  1,  for  second  resid  third. 

131,  line  3  from  bottom,  add  Ember  Days,  May  25,  27,  28- 
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the  preservation  of,  ^63)  note 
Shorten  Day,  316 
Shrooe  Tuesday,  44 
Sidnejff  Sir  Philip»  xxxviii 
Signs  of  ftain,  a  Poem,  170,  note 
5tifvefter,  Joshua,  xlii 
Sirldny  lines  on,  318,  note 
SkeUomyJohn^Sa 
Sky-larky  account  o^  343^ines  to, 

76 
Sleepy  Unes  on,  \7%note 
Smart,  Cliaad 
SnoWy  lines  on,  27,  61,  note-^n- 

flections  on,  28 
fifftotoy-eve,  the,  51,  note 
Smuydropy  lines  on,  31,  53,  note 
SongyhjK.'Biyuky^^ 
Sorrely  273 
Sour-kroutyQ7 
SouthweU  Cathedral,  277 
Spentery  xxxiv 
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Stating  45 
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Strakmh  Rev.  G.,  D.D.,  125 
Sugar  made  from  beet-root,  86 
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Vacehe  Inoculation,  6nt  discoTered 
by  Mr.  Fewster,  103 

Vaientine  Wreath,  42 

Vegetable  marrow,  306 

Vioiety  lines  on,  80,  143,  note 
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Winter y  reflections  on,  27, 342,343 
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Wolsefy  Cardinal,  pomp  and  state 
of,  when  Chancellor,  213 

Woo4fidly  Mr.  ISy  note 

fVbeds  and  Forests,  commissioners 
of,  81-83 

Wood-larky  particulars  of,  243 

Wottony  Sir  Henry,  xliv 

Wyaiy  Sir  Tho.  xxxiv 

Yaldeny  Uiv 

YeoTy  closing,  ode  to  the,  334 
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To  be  had  rf  the  Publishers  of  the  present  Vdumey  prke  9s,  each  in 
beards  (all  except  that  for  1814  being  embellished  with  elegant 
frontispieces), 

TIMFS  TELESCOPE  for  1814  ahird  editianj, 

containiag  a  Popular  View  of  tue  Solaa  System,  the  Calendar 
o^  Julius  Cjesar,  and  Meteorological  Remarks,  with  Twelve 
descriptive  EDgravings  on  Wood. 

TIME'S  TELESCOPE  for  I815Csecond  ediHonJ, 

with  an  Introduction  containing  the  Principles  of  Astronomy^ 
and  an  Account  of  the  Fasts  and  Festivals  of  the  Jews. 

TIME'S  TELESCOPE  for  1816,  with  an  Intro- 
duction containing  the  Elements  of  Botany,  a  Description  of 
British  Forest  Trees,  and  a  History  of  Astronomy. 

TIME'S  TELESCOPE  for  1817,  with  an  Intro- 

duction  containing  the  Principles  of  Zoology,  Sketches  of  Com- 
PARATivE  Chronology,  and  General  Index  to  the  first  four  Volumes. 

TIME'S  TELESCOPE  for  1818,  with  an  Intro- 

duction  containing  the  Outlines  of  Geology  anb  Mineralogy, 
and  an  Index. 

TIME'S  TELESCOPE  for  1819,  with  an  Intro- 

duction  containing  a  Compendium  of  Chemistry,  a  Description  of 
British  Fruit  Trees,  and  an  Index. 

TIME'S  TELESCOPE  for  1820,  with  an  Intro- 

duction  containing  the  Outlines  of  Entomology,  and  ao  Index. 

TIME'S  TELESCOPE  for  1821,  with  an  Intro- 
duction containing  the  Elements  of  British  Ornithology,  and 
an  Index. 

TIME'S  TELESCOPE  for  1822  (second  editionj, 

with  an  Introduction,  containing  Outlines  of  CoNCUOLOGY,  and  an 
Index. 

TIME'S  TELESCOPE  for  1823  (second  editUmJ, 

with  an  Introduction  on  the  Habits,  Economy,  and  Uses  of  Bri- 
tish Insects,  an  Ode  to  Time  by  Bernard  Barton,  and  an  Index. 

TIME'S  TELESCOPE  for  1824,  with  an  Intro- 
duction containing  Outlines  of  Historical  and  PhItsical 
Geography,  by  Dr.  Myers  ;  a  Poem  on  Flowers  by  Bernard 
Barton,  and  an  Index. 

N.  B.  The  Frontispiece  to  this  volume  conUins  a  highly-finished  and 
accurate  Mfjdallion  Portrait  of  Captaih  Parry,  engraved  by  Charles 
Heath. 


J.  Compton,  Printer,  Middle  Street^ 
Cloth  Fair,  London. 


y  Google 


DirecHans  to  the  Binder. 

Allegorical  Frontispiece  to  face  the  Title-page 
Fac-simile  of  Lord  Byron's  Writing  to  face  p.  95 
Christmas  Carol  to  face  p.  319* 
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